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Easter Really 
Begptiing of \ 

lotherYear^ 

Easter is now generally looked upon 
a s siature's Bpring-opeoiBg day! Freab 
flowers, new b&, light clotilng atfe 
its acconapanImeat8—weather permit
ting. Tbere is an old custom of al
ways wearing something Dew, which 
is responsible, i suppose, toi the 
householder's principal expense, the 
Easter hat for the lady who makes a 
toome of the house! And if something 
new, which will add to the charm of 

' the day, really has to be worn, where 
could It be set to better advantage 

rthan above milady's fair face? 
Ones New Year's Day. 

It Is right enough this inclination 
* toward newness on Easter day. Be-
)-cau#e Easter so often came abonl; 
: March 25, just the vernal equinox. 
; KtHfland made that her New Year'e 

' <lay down to 175L WBIIain the Con-
-flueror made it a law that Jantary 1, 
h is coronation day, shoald begin the 

"jfMtr. Bttt eten that dotighty warrior 
could not make Eingllsb people change 

; their CiJifsomV 'Ifi&e Observer" writes 
~M. ?*&* Montppa ramliy Herald, ft 
seemed.BO natural to follow natore'a 
clock, and begin the year with tier. 

,Trhen spring went round with her res
urrection touch and told flowers and 
nerlj&ge In their winter stillness thai 

4 t was time to get op, and begin an-
otber season's blooming, in fact it 
w a » a distinct sign of the growth of 
adence—trae science that takes no 
account of sentiment or ploaa Imagi 
natloo, btit alma only to tmfold troth 
--When Christianity gave heed to ittie 
astronomers and agreed opon Jann 

, *ry as the nearest approach toi an-ac
tual New Year's day, aa had Jullns 
Caesar centuries before. England 
was, I thinks Uie last of all the coon 

-tries, to agree to that change. """ 
ProinlM of Eternal Life. 

, Pertaps; it Is very hflman. bnt. ft 
may mark a considerable change la 
ptiblic opinion and appreciation, that 

-Christmas is made of mach more to 
jKH-fcuice, as a holiday, than Easter 
I t was not so at flrtt, yon remember, 
•flj* fact tbst one bad risen from the 
-d«a4 aa Be bad promlaed, tharaby 

j.j£l!9t!»f HUnaelf to b« sa' E« k«d 

claimed, Uoa the Son, was toe main 
featore of the teaciiing ot the church 
In Its earliest, most successful days. 
Deatb Is such cm a.ppalli£ig fact I Hu
man nature Instinctively dreads and 
rebels against it It Is something Im
ported Into humanity, which after alt 
tliose years still comes a s a shock to 
It. We were not Intended, not designed 
t o meet that shack I None can escape 
IE. Death comes to every one as a 
stop to all worldly activities. That 
Ono bad actually overcome death, and 
jMOved that It was for tne furore to 
r*e a gnte to another, larger, compen
sating, life, and DO looser, a prison 
gsate swinging opon only one way, In-
words, because of sin, was a mazing 
news to the world. Only the Creator 
c £ man, and his Judge, coald nave ac
complished change like that! The 

I qaan who accepted the well-attested 
, historical fact of the Easter Resur

rection, accepted with ft the belief, 
tfae fact, that Jesus of Nazareth was 

I Grod a s well as man, and professed 
Himself to be a Christian. Easter 
was in short the festival of the Al
mighty Godhead of Jesus Christ, as 
C3ir(8tma8 was the auinlversary of His 
miraculous birth as Son of Man. It 
was a festival of the deepest Joy- The 
earliest Christians made the ..Berar-
nectlon on "the first day of the week 
to> be a weekly festival, by transfer
ring their rest day from the seventh, 
which recalled the Creation and the 
eaeodtts from Egypt to t h e drat day 
off every week, under the guidance of 
eomroe of the Holy Ghost. As welt. 
Easter day was by far toe greatest 
festival of the year in tire first cen
turies of oor era. 

Beginning Mew Life. 
Is It correct, I wonder, to say that 

tbtere has been a strong, tendency In 
oor days to dwell more upon the hu
manity than opon tbe divinity of the 
Savior? Fon notice l*ow d»nr preachers 
emphasize the eiample, the leader-
8bip, the sufferings of Tbe Master as 
tf*e perfect Guide. Leader and Man of 
Sorrows, bow apt they a r e to dwell 
lightly upon Hl» eternal Godhead and 
power! I have the idea tfeat*thee»-| 
Altatlou of Christmas Is due to that! 

jteKdency. Sometimes I wonder !f we 
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heave not lost something by magnify- j 
ing the man rather than the God to I 
the blessed Savior. Man has been 
kicking at and trying, to open the gate 
oft death for centnrles and never conid 
open f t Only the If aster of life and 
destth could do that It w a s the God 
in "Jesus that mattered and made all 
tbm difference. Anclect England, in 
fact, before Pope Gregory's: tolsslon-
artes arrived there, had really made 
Churlstoias New Tear's day, and be* 
gaJ) the year with the coming of Odd 
t» ttie w»rld.̂  Bot that country 
chtanjed itg opinion, a* I have said, 
t n d dedaed. tathtr, that t i » world of 
n*ea*i ttsw Oft b«»tt whetj wttttt b»-

gan her year, mi so shifted their Neiil 
Year beginning to Easter and thej 
spring 1 ' ; ' 

Eastiir*a Glorious Promlit. 
It really intakes no difference to an 

lntelligeot world whether the calen
dar year begins at Baiter or In Janu
ary. Qsieadars do not control, tha 
season o r the weather, thocgh an ae-
quaintaace rather given to follow as
trology artopped me in the street a 
few dayas ago to tell aie of a wonde: 
fal almsuiac pubflshed in another 
country -whlcn foretold exactly what 
the weather was to be, I did not 
know that there was a single' man 
living, oatilde of a : lunatic asylum 
who believes In weather almaaac*. 
these days; tJhough I fancy I can re-j 
member -when a good many believed j 
in their money-catching guesses. But 
it Is adoairabiy beflttlng that Easter, 
with its certain hope of the reaarrec-, 
tloa life of man, which came to osf 
out dt fl&MB gmve in a Jerusalem gin?-; 
den at tbee season when earth is show
ing edgnsf fit toiigwed, arisen llfei. 
should be celebrated lost at this time j 
of year. It is food to be reminded by 
the loveljr growths that. c0me front 
wintering graves In gardens, fields 
and woodsi that "we shall be changed,'* 
when the gleaming Baiter "Son . <f 
Righteousness shall arise," and all* the 
grave* will open. Changed^ as tfif 
Illy is cnatnged from the dry bufb wf 
plant. Into something so mccb mora 
oeautifnl. so wodderftilly more tit* 
during rtMB we are-;- to""o*. •own! 
Changed, so that all tears, all sor
row shall bedooeaj«jr,and ail tbtajts, 
mankind - ladudsdi 
*tim,* :.'• •'-• *"' 
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