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"I“ABITEIA came slwly down the
wide sulrway, her small gray
suede shoes brave with silver buackles,
her demure gray velvet frock Qumaker-
ish in its soft simplicity. Her golden
hair shimmeed In the gloom of the
vast hall, and to Gerald Lang, standing
at the foot of the stairs, her gray-
duoe eyes were blue, and &8 frue
love's own fower,

As she reched the bottom of the
stalrs, Gerald bent to kiss her fin-
gers with & gallant foreign gesture
that amuseld and pleased her at the
seme time. Tabitha was sure that he
had come topropose to her again He
followed her into the drawing room,
where vases and bowls were filled
with Americn Beauty roses. Tabitha
took the largest vase in her arms, Her
lips touched the roses.

“You dear things,”
then to L.ang,
Gerry "

He npodded

“Your blrthday—two for every
year.’” His jark eyes sought her face
eagerly—for something—he scarcely
knew what.

She was counting the roses. “*Forty-
elght I she sizhed.

Gerry looked uncomfortable. “Pex-
haps there should have been more—"
ke hesitated

“There are too many !” she sniled
prilliantly—i dazzle of bluegray, eyes
reproached him, ridiculed him.

“PDoes it matter, Tabitha,
roses more or less?”

It matters a great deal; | am only
eighteen todiy, Gerry. With tweo roses
for every yar, three dozen would be
just right.”

His gaze crystallized on her eyes,
more gray now than blue, and rather
cold and hard. “Six years ago when
1 was last home,"” he sald coldly, "you
were eightem, but [ am a poor mathe-
matician, Tabitha'

“Rather!"

Tabitha rng for & servant and
rothlessly puling eat & dozen of the
coses, ordered them to be thrown out,
and when the man bad gone, she
tarned to (erald. “Now | am happy
with your roses, Gerry!™

*“] am glad you are happy, Tablthe,”
and his voie changed.
to make my adleux, Tabltha—I] am
joining the Bllzen exploration party
after all’

“Into Asial’ she faltered.

She was pile now and not 50 pretty.
She had bem sure old Gerry was go-
ing to propose—she wondered why he
had not.

He s8iald gpod-by and went, and for-
got to kiss her hands. He had first

she whispered,
“Did you send them,

a few

refused to hin the expedition because
he had resilwed to marry Tabitha—

but now, things were changed. T abitha

had bhad a btlrthday—she had tled to

him, and no L.ang of L.ang's Ennd had

ever weddel a deceltful woman or

one who wisted preclous roses.

Fwenty years afrerward: e arre

btome from Asia, a
man of fifty
e did was o order roses for Tabitha.
She had never married, and he won-
dered why. It never occurred to him
that she could care, after all

She came to him under softly shaded
lights, looking not a year over twenty-
four.

“Has time stood still ?° he Inquired,
and he felt the cld thrill at teach of
‘her hand.

She smiltd and shook her head.
“Does it evor? [ am having anocther
birthday,
ceme on anilversaries?”

“They amn
{00," he retorted.

lean. sllent brown

They talked about some amazing

discoveries le had made in Tibet, and
he had broyght her a small ormament
of milky-white jade. “¥For your birth-
day,” he sald

<'And my roses?
spolled.”

“1 believe Jenkins i3 bringlng them
aow,” sald lang.

Tabltha was counting roses again,
and be sav her reach out with a
handful for Jenkins, but Gerald s long
arm interposed and he squeezed these
fowers in with the others.

‘“Tabltha," sald Cerald firmly, <1
camg¢ home to marry you 1if you would
sccept me—jyou know I love yor—and
we have wated twenty years—if yon
are torty-elght years old, I want te
marry you."

Tabitha grew very piok $ndeed,
tears came {oto her lovely grayblae
eyes, “If you should hold my hands,
Gerry,” she whispered, *it would hekp
a lot!™

His hands swwiftly sought and foumd
hers, so smill and so warm. He held
them tightly, ‘“Does it matter—thesse
years, love—if you feel young—and
rour heart s young enough to love me
as of old?” le murmured.

She leantl toward him, fluttering,
foolish Tabithia, who had been so ten-

You see I am

it I had knéva-it I ha@ only kmown,”
she whisperel contritely. “But I have
suffered, dea, suffered in the waiting
for you-take me guickly, Gerry, so
that I can g away with you oma yomr
next voyage!"

“There will be no hext voya:ge for
me,” declared Gerald happilly—‘"onLy
our wedding trip, 12 you whh to go
a-sxiling somewhers, rny TGt T,
Ber fics wis very &lose to hisg, gnd’

her deep eyss were shining with loves, Hke

“Ah, Gerry' she whispered, *any~
where—vwith you—will be licavien te
e

asplof us

“1 have comse

One of the first things

(Jerald—must you always

anniversaries for me,

“Ah, Gerry, darling, |-

.“,,n‘
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AT RIMAY afternoon  at Eeonora
Dred's house party tzirned out to
be dismna¥ly rainy. R was a chill,
penetrating rain that nade Leonora’s
suggestionn that they shomld don raln-
coats and go for a tranp meet with &
chillly xeception.

“Let’s pretend that we haven't any
2 ‘cent—nor iy inBuential
friends or anything and we'vwe come
here to get jobs," sald bZg Roger T
den, the athlete. “This £3 an employ-
ment buresu and each ome of us hay
to write out his own gualifications.
Persorralily If 1 found my=elf stranded
hh some strange place like Avystralla
withomt & cent and no friends I don't
know what | could do—xnless mawba
I could get a job as a furmiture mover,
But ewren then I'd probably smash the
mirrors. Anyway, let's write out our
qualiications.”

“Dom’t Ret's write it omt,” suggested
one of the giris, “Just let's say 1t
Roger, you take us one &t a time mnd
ask us—jast as If we were lately land.
ed In Australla and you were the em-
ployhent agent. Start with Leonora.”

After & little urging Leonora re-
vealed the fact that she vwwas an expert
dancer. She eould even do exhibition
dancimg, and she could swim like a
fish annd drive a car an@ sbe had un-
doubteed gqualifications ass an Interior
decormator. Maud of course could make
a career for herself anywhere as &
musicEan. Alice boasted of two ani-
versity degrees and had specialized In

| One-Piece Dreis With Ju.dt

‘F‘g"&d Frmk ls

a Suggukiom of the
Popular Jamper.

Let 1s hasten t© reassure you. The
dress 3s cot i fewwsr plices than you
wounld suppose at Hrst glinge, Instexd
of jolming a nuneber of sl plecu.
the fagoting we«d fisr this dres 1s
done @n top of the goods. You can
cut awsy undermest®y afterward or
not, just as you cEapose,  Catiing away
is a I3ttle more treubde, &S the unéer
edges have to be rolled and henined.
‘But ewven then this kimd of fagoting 18|
only ambout onctenth the troubie of
the fagoling done afer the material
has bhexen cut into smadt pleces.
Thiss dress, sccsordimg to the Womn-
an's Home Uompanion, has actunily
only ene plece for the front of the
walst. The yke e=ffect 3 accom-
plished by linex of fagoting ooly.
There {3 just a mmild stash at elther
silde slanting doven from the armholl'
for letting in nec@sury fuliness. Thcl
slashers are cut amd sewed hefore you
begin the handwork.:

Hemvy fat whiite crepe fagoted !ﬁ
red wras the first chought for tipts'
frock. [t would be equakly good In
white worked in black, It's a splen-
did style, too, for the ever-useful nawy
blue, especially I youz do 1t all In ome
color and cut aweay under the crise
cross stitching,

This 15 a oneplece dress with just,
a suggeition of the fomper In its long
walst. It is slished ateach side un.
der the belt, s0 thit the lower part

|

blology so she could gt a $ob in &
unlveraity or a laboratory. Bob felt
qualited to work as a garage wme-
chanlc. Fred modestly said he would
be as wedll qualified to practice med!-
cinsim Awstralia as anywhereetse, Bl
StebbEns thought he world break Ento

aire I oo time. Ruth with her un-
doubted taste in dress mnd other ac-
complishments could got started as a
dressmnaker. Constance coyly revemled
the fact that she could succeed pro-
fessionnally as a painter. Walter said
he would@n't try to git a job at all
He'd vamp some rich A ustralian girl
and land soft. And Armold assured
the others that he could write as sue-
cemflly in Austrolla as anywhere
else,

It was Kate's turn and Kate looked
and felt confused. *“l1 dom't know that
[ an do anything" she said. *Of

mend—buat 1 can't dance or drive a
car or- sing or paint or do mnything
ke that.™

“‘Newer mind, Kate"
with ; little patronage
to Awustralia
starve.”
Meantizme the rain n@ turned from
8 steady drizele to & devastating
downpour. Leonora seemed uneasy
and started at the slightest sound.
Finglly the telephone rang amnd after
flyp mxinirtes' canversatiom (i the tele-
phone nook in the hall E.eonora came
back with bewlldered excpression,

‘I''l have to tell you thae truth,” she
sald. “We'd had trouble fn the kitch-
en anel when the girls heard we were
having this party they walkked out.
Left this morning. Mother telephoned

at once to Benton where we get our

malds and engaged two, and after
you'd got here she drove over to get
them, And now she has telephoned
to my she got there all e=iflit but that
she couldn’t get the girls and can’t
get bmck herself”

The rain had Incremsed to such an
alarming extent that there would bs
no hope of the arrinl of the outaide
guests fox the dance that night, still
there were twelve people in the house
and dinner had to bty prepared and

nora was frantic, It was not un-
til Kete donned a smock and went to
work €hat there was any real promise
of Wy sort of dinner, Roger some-
where fouind an apron wwhich he tied
about his stalwart person and then,
shoolng every one else out of the
kitchemn, sald that dinper would be
ready at sevenm and that he and Kate
could work better slone.

Having nothing elseto do the others
dresse-<d for dinner—which turned out
to be Tnost toothsome incd well served.
Even Leonora, forgetting that there
are dishes to wash after every dinmer,
donnecd the lght-pink frock she had
made especially for the occasion. So
after dimmer no one meeded much
urglng to consent to letve the work to
Kate and Roger.

The last dish and pan had been
weasheed @nd Kate was scrubbing up
the siaxk while Roger was laboriomsly
drylng the last saucepan

“Tom"ve been a trump,” spid Roger,
"Itll be thelr turn tomrzow, though.”

“Bue I'se really enjoyed doing this
—only 1t wes rough on you, Roger.
I'd reaily rather do it agmin tomorrow
than to havethose glrisfizssing aromnd
withoxt getting anything done.”
“Wedl, §f you do it tomorrow, Fm
going to help. I couldm™ béar the
‘thought of anyone else here with, yont,
Kate—I wanteq to tell you thia after-
noon when we were playing that
stupid garne. You are worth all the
other girls put together, Kate. | want
you to promise to marty gne”

“But, Roger,” sald Kitee holding hr
dripping bands away s he drew Her|

sald Leonors
“If we did go
we wouldn't let you

to htmr, =woaldh't Leonora think e}

was fanny ? | mean I don®t think she’d:
it very much to think you'd pro-
posed £0 o2 at her house party.”
“Her house party, yor cill it; when
do =all the workl' sl Riger,

the inancia! game and be a milltfon-

course 1 <¢an <00k 4 litEle angd I can’

|

Dress Has Actually Only One Plect
for Frome 0¥ Waist,

of the blouse is smoosth below the belt
and €he upper part blouses = little,
Skirt fullness s in‘troduced by the

stitczed down to one-third their own
length.

Youthfulnss Theme of
Dress smd Sports Coats

The dominant feature of the coat
sithomette for spring s youthfulness,
Plaits play o Important part fn
achlewing the youth£ul effect. They
are found on both cloth snd siik
coats, sewed down (Eatly from coliar
to kmees, at which potrst they are
allowed {reedom of movement, Plait-
ed ruflles on the lower portion of gar-
ments also conribuie to thelr lovéll-
ness, Fine tucking enlivens the
straight sithouette by simulating yokes
and by forming pointsed panels on the
back of models.

Coliars play o [maportant part fn
determining the cort vogue, Turgdo

desigris are llked, and@ partially stand-
ing efYects are atso nauch fn evidence.
Bows and tles are emaployed on many
of the silk cost=. T he coat clotings
are about evenly divEded between the
side nd front hmdlizgs, Belied od-
els ard extremely poyular among the
aports coats. Pockels are conspicaous
in bth self @ comirasting fabrics
and colors.

New Lace Effects

»
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Anny Q. Nllason, the ~movim' star,
appaariegg  in  “Kany Pickings has
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Sleeveless F rocks for

Summer Sports Outhit |

1t Is mone too early to begin to think

of the summer warirobs esspécimil ¥

those simpile little trocks of thee lpoﬂl
type thmt will be made =t homese, This

“ammmnﬁmr*mmmwmmmw«aﬂm
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' cottons mre to play 4 dtﬂlnctlg lmpots
tant roles, :

A famous Infernatlonmt tonnty playa
was the fizst Inst yenr toappesr In &
sleovelesa tennis frotk of fOrse plaue
4n white and io pasel colorm. 'Thiv
wa the inspiration for severxE moxiely

ZE ARtk been s hron e Smic={p

conjng semson.

They sre simpie, sy befits theelr.
smart Iy 156 and practical in mhion-
ing, withx cleverly concemled plaiis that
allpw extra fullness vhen thes wemrer
13 playlng tennls or yolf, anc® at the
same time have the appearaxice of 4 !
alender stafght-line frock,

The wornan wjig has

clothes for summer woull do- well to mand.
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Fuluom Include Much
Color for Spring Togi

b At reworts thete was (e Eetidendy
of the seumrtest women £0 Weskt (7
in almost every ose relieved
touches of brilitant clor. Another in'
terestng  mote was the prosminesics
&iven peinted Hnens and <ottomen 1 gay.
cslors and striking bamrdblocked de
aigns axd calico print deslgne. '
The coat of printel [xmin Wiy wm‘ﬂ
by mihy of the smart younger wt welid .
<howe betliTint color et!egrx. "The am
trons went 16 for tiy stikimg b
and white designs or for the compos

In cottoxas &s well ay sidky,

One efYoctive costune win comnpowed
of x tomt of heuvy liteny hand blocked
In a briXEisnt 'Gesign of HEue orx & ﬂﬂto
ground wworn over a fiocke of whle At
, Crepe with touches of bY%, Tt wam A
two-plece 1 line and efectively sinkplv, 60
©One vomen had severnt coates of THb
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ﬂulnlt At Hgé zonfidend;.

Sheniokh imal’” ‘m‘mm
lles  fror

cetved (s htie

type In  Oifferent clors which #hesn EhgElih mﬂlwwi "ol

wore over frotks that repescted ﬂu'
color. Her hats wers of felt o exo,
“Cheted T the sanie vlvid tonam,

Plaits, Tucks, Emyloy-ed |

ts Winsome Decowation

There
beer o memnon when treks ansd plaitt
wrere cxepifoyed =0 extnsively ¥ tEn
ming decorations, In msny fastamsees
they atee t¥ie only forn oOf orrismersty
€lon, Tweks run rouwied aod vp sy
down, or mceross the froek in iagonsl
Tines, schieving eoffbtls £hat sers faew
and dstinetly smart,

Plaltecd skirts are vorn with pisiy
Blouses, plafted furmpers top  almxple
wwrap-around siirfs, whilse it oy of
the stmrtest frocks pixils awe used’
£or hoth Dlouses and skire.

Frequently both plalts and txaek st
Testtired oxn theé sy frok. An Iy
Stancs of €hiy Is in & drey wiilch B
cone frote Parls, an axtieniely kil

. . New offects In lace dresses finding
favor In Germanr shops are obtined
by laequering or wax—ing the lace and
wearing it over frocks of variouvy eol-
ors, Ehe color of the underslip isthen
jreprogiuceddt In arxtificial Howers fas-

 teneéd to shouldexr o bodice.

Two-Picce Made 3n Sportswear
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