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r 'would be difBcalt to exaggerate 
In describing the influence of the 

spirit of Christmas as a moral and 
social force in oar national life, lite 
precedence that Christmas day en
joys in social imagination is welcome 
proof of the presence of great reser
voirs of nobility in the buman heart 
The effect of its spirit in refining life, 
in setting forth the ugliness of am 
and selfishness, in suggesting the 
correction of behavior and in cloth
ing personal ideals with new dignity 
is beyond measure. 

Oar civilization makes fundament* 
al appeal to selfishness and corrob
orates its operation in our attitude 
toward the getting of wealth. The 
competitive spirit that practically 
organizes economic life, tends to set 
personal interest forward among oar 
solicitudes and to shrink imagination 
and sympathy into harmony with i t 
The passion for property clouds spir-
itaalinsight only too often. The dV 
sire for power and the instinct for 
self-assertion act, to a great extent, 
without effective interference. Life 
on the whole is so selfish under the 
pressure of prevailing -philosophy 
that we think and act selfishly and 
we shape our sense of duty in a way 
that interferes as little as possible 
with the axioms that selfishness ac
cepts. 

"Giving As Discipline 
Our Divine Savior sets over" against 

the impulses of self-seeking, the 
divine sanctions of the spirit of re- ' 
nuaciation and service. He offers 
the divine law of giving as a disci
pline of the human'practice of get
ting. He teaches us essential rev
erence for human life, the law of 
'sympathy, the dignity of service and 
the intangible compensations of high 
and noble trust in divine Providence. 
This spirit is beautifully indicated 
in words whose authorship unfor
tunately escapes memory: "The law 
of life leads away-from poverty as 
a social condition,' and- toward pov
erty as a spiritual condition*" . 

Christmas day is accepted in ̂ fce 
Christian world as the birthday of 
Jesus Christ. The Christmas spirit 
which is the outgrowth of that com
memoration symbolizes the spiritual 
law of life and the refined sweetness 
of unselfishness. The fundamental 
dignity of Christmas resnltf from 
our reverent belief in Jesus Christ 
QS Savior, Master and Friend. The 
Christmas spirit is the sodal and 
mental outcome of the Christian 
faith. When we apeak of that spirit 
we think of -it as it operates in so
cial relations, correcting and re
fining them and giving intimation of 
what the world might be if die teach
ing of Christ prevailed. 

One of the effects of the Christ
mas spirit is found in the refining 
and refreshing of family affection. 
The exigencies of life separate count-
leas husbands and wives for long1 in
tervals. Children scatter ia many 
directions to seek their livelihood- or 
to take their intended places in the 
world. Since association is a large 
factor in family affection, this en
forced separation of the members of 
the family tends of its very nature 
to weaken the family bond and to 
deprive us of the refining influence 
of active family affection. 

The traditions of Christmas work 
directly toward family reunion. Her
oic efforts are made to bring all of 
the members of a family together 
even at the cost of much effort and 
expense when both involve hardship. 
Planning and thinking' of family re* 
.union at Christmastime revives in a 
most subtle way the memories of 
childhood and reasserts the claims of 
the family bond upon our better 
selves. We live again in the terms" 
of family ideals and we find unac-
cnstiiaied joy in the days -that are 
spent together at Christmas time. It 
is impossible to measure but easy to 
believe the extent to which we are 
all refined by this experience. In a 
time like our own when lamentable 
processes.seem toT'weafcen fan\ilyties, 
it is encouraging to reflect tippa l i e 
extent to which rev«i%ric$ for the** 
Christmas spirit and obedience to its 
impulses help to save to USL the en-1 

nobling influence of the family-bond. 
Even when circumstances binder ac
tual reunion of families;, the ex* 
change of gifts, the written -of li& 
tera and acts of unselfishness and 
thoughtfulness, converge' in Strength
ening family affection and assure en* 
during refinement in every heart that 
is tans touched. "'•-

•Sanctities of Friendship } 

The wider circles of friendship feel 
the quickening influence of the 
Q»ri3tn»s spirit in an analagous way. 
There is a sanctity in refined friend
ships which is a most important fac
tor in our personal nobility. Here 
again the exchange of gifts and of 
letters and the stirring of memories 
operate in awakening personal ideals 
and recalling associations which 
strengths the better self and there-

'' by ennoble us 
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of children. It is their day pre-
esainantlyi Por^ntoment, parents 
set aside the cares of life, the wor
ries thai they carry and the sohci-
tude ihati roba_ them so often of 
their peace, wherever children are 
found in Christian homes, the 
thought of mem is uppermost and 
the effort to make them happy en
gages universal attention. The in 

th*t%*» 
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transitory i s beside the question. We 
know that sympsthy is ttirred, thai' 
grenrnwity ia prompted, that kind a*. 
tioiM are performed and; that our 
greatest jm «t Christmas time -is in 
giving rather titan receiving* Every 
one of tffea* experiences makes m 
nobler̂ for the time being and, there-' 
fore, nobler for all tame 

We find an the quickening of spir
itual instincts another happy effect 
of the Christmas spirit It may be 
that the sociological significance of 
jChristraas* is more in evidence thin 
ia its, quieter spiritual' tone* How* 
ever, those who„ are willing, to make 
the spiritual meaning of Christmas, 
inost conspicuous have abundant op* 
portufuties to do so. If they fail at 
this point the. failurje is.their loss,,, 
Christmas is what we. make it. It 
is not difficult to, make it:-' an but-
standing spiritual exrierience as ^»\% 
aa. opjppr̂ xnlty, for ^ktndly^ service 

en-
th 

* W-aaja Baa wk k m^f^m t*»ltt*^ i ^ ^ i ^ ^ ^ ^ m$^M^^m 
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Hfiteover, it will oe no innovation for 
'**m* T1»(ipgh^^^ftnin«^ 
preceding Christmfs, he ha# wewsw.. 
Commwniim dailj..in the Utile chttr% 
he has approached th« attar each 
Sunday for many .months before; ev-r 
' erys-ajN»rno(m'he, paysfeis visit tb"ia»-
! Blessed Sacrament. In Ms comfoifil-
afele. mtSe |oom at the Borne he has 
aix4dirnin«tive statues^ tWo CiMdJes! 
•'*j»d** crucifix grouped in a, aimj-
cbcie on nif own smaft;'altar betm* 
a large jlctere of-.-the. §scr«aHeart. 

Tbere are 0 ^ ^ * ^ " ^ ^ ^ - ' 
<:ant« at-the-Home.but few.can„Yk. 
w i t hJ6MBl l i i i np te ^e*^tM« 
;ji«t:eignfyeiri,Str'h>*»1i*m'%^t^' 

•6f .putttng: i t : ; f i i i ' * iot |W' '#*% 
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tensity with which they feci their 
pleasures is a lesson toHfieir elders 
whose capacity for joy is reduced by 
the erosion that results as the cares; 
of life sweep over their souls. We 
are old Indeed inyearsand in living 
when we cease to share the Christ
mas joys of children. 

One social and moral effect of the 
spirit of Christmas' is found in the 
bringing about of reconciliations. 
We are all familiar with the exten| 
to which misunderstanding.thought-

/^aloe of Ch/istfnas tyusfc 
;We. shoold not'..overlook the 

hanced appeal of divine faith in the 
elaborate eseremonial aM the enrich
ing music of Christinas •worship. .Not 
should we underrate the'̂^ spiritual 
value, of good wished roptually ex-IV , ; . . . . » 4* v • ~ * 
changed \vhen these wishes .are 'the < Theret will be otn» Mfgiel and 
outgrowth of our common faith in " " ^' - • - • " • 
Jesus "Christ, '..-:*' 

Christjasos l? tAe tbnje of g&ddr will, 
Qnly: those, of good ,w JJ £ee3L thâ t its: 
sp]rit-seirjches but flheir hearts'and 
give* them;the help of%aieh they 
have need in keepiirg thefc litcsiinl 
harmony with the law of divtne" life.. 
The spirit of.Ch>istt»a»<help?i us to: 
correct all* personal; afcdp social im--
denciej which, react with seriows; 
harm upor* character and rob us of 
ouj pe#ce, It i s Vfell ftir; uf to .hold 
that spirit, in, profound reverence,'to 
respect its authority *hd t̂ ^yield to 
its dictates with generous-good will. 

the prtvalewe of chaplains, HUtor-
In show tibntirjr the Vm l̂ ar^taer* 
were about t hundred C ithollt chap^ 

^evtri'^tt" f f i i l i a l i f l ^ ^ 
.-wiftf. m m ia i ^ ' ^ -p i lm l i t i ^ ^p 
youni J o h w l i t i t ^ l i i ^ ^ 
hit' - ! ^ / ^ n l M : % i i r ^ ^ ^ ; ; # i : 

tfen1fa#yy<*ffie^^ 

:iMf«s»chus»ti'r^te|in«»i ''0^-jmti 

t "^ p^B^^s? " S P l f ^ p P i i •ws,«f' ; 

4mt:-aa'a aHaaSi aaHilf i i i i I l i a i 
-rtaa Mi**k=m&t wtaeh aMastsliW 
Mr. Batta. n ^ n t ^ a n y t h w i ' i 
tm in majistt rsari thlvwhi'Vatia 

'$H*% « * * iMtf- *> f fH * i l j * J «HW 
HI* outfit oa C«riaW»» !««•, waa^,*^: 

^a»t*r»^ ini:a«ittjeat»;;''^ 
Height., Fr*d«i<Aih«^. to taawla^t-^ 
ofcnaoaandaairap^^iiijrre^ 

1 civilian lift to^ha town faBowiaftfcs*.. 

chBix^ but It was ctosed Mi iliata!. r 

EUi* ru^ma, migbt haw «OM wtsli;" 
ih» (5Qid«^&:-fm*--9fa^m*wv 

m^m^msmSsstr' ' 

Vesper^ en Chrisl̂ iji* Day 
Ellis an^4is'fell^Ciath6lle«*i tibytt 
-TTetrfe; ;perntii>r; '*••'/ttriii* immmt'. 

'^pie: ' ik- ' '4«y - i'ttiSip 'ffijfr: • w^wftft 

#*-w* /̂Xyi;jrr ^ j^fy i^Jf tWi:^ 
" 3»'1absrv w» hid S skuhla baitlv 

spjrit^e*i^es but'';aetr'hea^-and-%l«^^ 

iry;:fl>odsba^k'.ov«r,th^^yi«ra :̂ tf-tAfyWlfo-^ltf^M tt«. r̂ emdrjrflpods 
a»'.niera6ty-.4s' ipf'to ;# *W9ftr $#] 
't$Vi:9fr' the- %me,; -̂ h«)r#- W^y^ 
life and compsnionphip-ira^ coitt*t»nt 
'remir^***^ 

^pjtjj-'Eaiî Ijas -r̂ emi>ri«fc'n|:.PJs*«rî ; 
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wor* thaii taa oti\«T»-4t had beea « 

irliok Ufthad Statt*; 
iU war*. WWla the Ragt 
llahment ha* baaar^aw- >i 
Ite.-diifAils^^ corpse aa-ia*ta*"i 

fhanhfaa aMhiila» n i imi^^ • 
tiM* the valmttaen 
M ai.-s t̂iiinaeMtla 
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lessness and resentment embitter 
hearts, disrupt families, break friend
ships and leave in their train evi
dences of abiding bitterness in bu
man hearts. The gl&od • will and 
thoughtfuhiess that spring out of the 
spirit- of- Christmas suggest- recon
ciliations and urge us to effect them, 
with singular appeal and authority. 
Hen and women estranged from one 
another who might be reluctant if 
tot'ashamed to make advances at 
any other time in the year feel little 
hesitation when- good will becomea-
the law and kindiineis is the guid
ing spirit of national life. The so
cial effects of such good feeling play 
a superb role* in reuniting lives and 
in cleansing hearts of all the con
tinuing consedueneer ef esfapanre-
ment arid bitterness, m would be 
poor mde '̂and'hnhaWjy-wer* we to 
lose from our common ufe these en
nobling promptings of the, Christmas 
• p i r l t • ••• ,-;-'" 

Selfishness Loses Anthority — . 
.'-. -AnoWer social -efrect̂ of iir;tpirit 
wf ^Christmas whkh is of fex-reJKih--
ing consequence is found in the hap
piness that is derived from kindness 
to the ppor. tfnfortunately the poo** 
aWisWited^ fromf tir soeiaHŷ Jlttltt: 
physically, and we tend to lose the 
imagihatton^ sympathy and contact 
that ^wdjtion. Christian relationa 
among mmC The traditions of Chris* 
mas bring the poor within the mng» 
t^.m'.WaSsm soHcitude ami 
prompt n*';to- cbtreet our relatidhii 
towajnl ,̂ »ern* Ihe 4urtnority of sel-
nshness is ftueitioned. The appeal 
•ofjte/helpfessh, mfa more strong 
•anl;niwttrtf*wn%. ipirttnajl sanctions, 
G i l obedience is ghren to the im
pulse that'nrges uVi^to the path
ways of charity, the claims of, 
CHrlstlatt; id^hsw npew thê sroeeeas--

iaV:5.„. 

Erery noble impulse of which we are 
conscious -is str<ngOsened>ny the re-
enforcememt of the Christian, spirit 
Thoae who find-joyin being noble at 
:all, find that joy gfteatljr augmented 
at Chri»tn»*» time. These in whom; 
m*a» ira&i halt find thfmielye^ 
forced, to> *eflection ai^ correction; 
THos* vfhw cart" resist the promptinsr 
of the Chriitmw spirit indite'bar-
renwBis o^ln^that'uf«lttai'skirivof-
tragic;' We ow€ it to omtwltea, w* 
b*er i f to our c i r i l rca^ w»-owe i t 
to-C*riit to-do our «ta»oat to keep 

psraonal tlfe, »timWf^%m 
and' viyoToui in national life. In 
obeyinjcthii oblipition w* vindicate 
our spirttuit dignity snd w*; mike 
war fer the coming of Christ into 
t*eh life mad into aQ lives. 

burg, lred*rkkslmrg~and'th« iWtd-
erwaa—threeyaars durirtr wsieh, 
having- "run away from'hame" at W 
t$ loftrthrtfaiPttti kmn h*foifo**i; 
"the foxtrmei^of^tha jfmat5 Wdt ^L 
the S^tes with a gun on hii should-
* t * J. > •» ; , v ' 

' Carlstsaas Ifc-C^I'Viw-llsjsail' 
So C»rl*tiW, lM» ,̂brinf i;tp Mr,. 

Ellii *t flash of three othet PhrUt-
niaiwrsijty^fartsa^Th*^ 
irtrwr, lies n# dr^tkmg tat* ojf Calk
in the trenches.w ^tlb^* .th îrsm 
lies the contrast witk.<;tb« devoat 
rite, of 1«6. For i t isnot becaoaa 
th* 80-y«a*-oW » l d ^ « Weraorr"ia 
befogged; i t i r rathar because it is 
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tongue. TTitr̂ r have returned home, gbri^lo^ 
and praising God lor all the things Siey have 
heafcl md seen, fortified by *4te graces ftej^ltmve 
received, more closely linked together bvf ̂ e -
bonda of charity, more confident in the certainty 
of their faith, changeless and unchanged, em truth 
must eVear he, more lovingly devoted to the 
church fatitt upon the Rock of Qirist Our Lord 
for the salvation of men." 
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Wa had flfhta to « « h t . 
**Th*n. th i ra naaaft a « aaslaa. Ha»' 

I faMCsBsM i f t '^ksa.VVMatts l l l fsasBi ^ t e s M ^ t e . ' 
a^^f^^psafl »'•*! ssjaasw^^^ajsja w^as^a ŝvs> SS^B^B^X 

n't istm jtâ saadsf ̂ ^ta 1tttas"i# 
mask It ink JtaWsfatM M'laa^isBrk' 

time was op. They'd saty, «ir*»a» t|(a 
Chriitoa* again- I sttH «•«»* y a » 
aadaWtto do.' A l a f Wa» sm v̂ 

'̂ Saŷ  #|«B> 3N|alM*ŝ ftp(̂  jfê fjt iwRW' 
•onee-'oC the* ffllo«iW gofe jaidtoig<i> •'• 
frnai back homi r^'io'ntaay^e* 
'em did, though. ̂  I dkmV-fWk* d*|i 

since Iron away.. Didn't know, tifl I 
*ot oaca^;*:fo* t̂iu* mattte."'* ttMi''' * 
faess Ul«'1U^ d#s«t W& 
were tha only, thing that 
ta l i t ika khoWit 1sMA C t̂krtaiBa.1*' 
i w ^ ^ r i * ^ P I W * W " W » ŵ r i^w^^w^ ^|»*W]»^^ww^^*^^^* -

' ' ": ' *Jfait. isattar"''-fii»*.' 
"" * & ' • • • ^ • F - *»sasa^BaBB7"a. - a w a j ^ . •? 

* > * J W y ^ nwr J%*=J^ t imfok>. 
nMa '̂ ̂ l»tli.2S*fatitry» aiaMl l twi -
neighboriwod of ,Pdt««burgi a f t * 
various en«asrement.,..h*aty kaaat 
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Just another dsy. in the yaa*. 
niaaht( perhnja;' that 4fctitt|iifc-t 
only th* "bit" naw rawstaaa 
same 1^*do^£ WNa* l f l i t t« i ' 

k t)&»- »MWSSC« df ^W' 
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