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ASHINGTON, Dec. 1~—With
representatives of almost a
seore of the great religious houses of,
the world gathered about her in their

houges of study, the Catholic Uni-

versity of America at Washington
provides perhaps the most varied
symposium of the picturesque old
customs of Christmas-time to be
found in America,

Here are gathered the -wen to
whom Christmas is in a sense the
most real-—the religious—those who
share in the fostering of these pions
rites through the centuries. They

come from many lands; they bear.

with them every peculiar observance
contributed by the birth-lands of

far-flung Orders, every distinctive

act of Yule devotion garnered from
adopted peoples and carried an down
the years.

Most elaborate and perhaps most
impressive of all the cgremonies is
that at the Franciscan Monastery,
Mt. St. Sepulchre. Here Christmas-~
time brings forth a scene that is
unique in America. It is the enact-
faithful in evéry detail, of
the exact observances which at the
same time are held on the other
side of the world in the Holy Land

itself, where the original Christmas;

took place.
Climbing to Mt. Sepulchre

As midnight approaches on the
eve of the great festival, hundreds
will climb the ascent to Mt. St. Sep-

ulchre for the ceremiony,” as hun~

dreds on the same eve will wind
their way through crooked, narrow
streets to the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre in Jerusalem.
stroke of 12 the Solemn High Mass

will begin, the ancient formuls, the

venerable chants duplicating those
of the Old World.

On the altar in the center of the
great monastery church, as the cel-
ebrant ascends the steps, there will

repose an exquisite little image, life-}

sxze. of the new-born Samour It
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Hes thexe only at Christmas, as does}}:

its double which at that other Massq!
far away is repesing on the altar at]

Jerpsalem.
All the stately beauty of the}
plain-song chants, sung by thein

‘whole commrunity, scores of priests

and brothers in their picturesque:
habit, will mark the Mass itself.
Then, the Sacrifice over, the cele.
brant will come down from the al-
tar bearing in his arms'the image.
of the Brbe, vesting on a white pxI-
low. Behind him will form the' pr

cession—the officers of the Mass inf

their vestments, the monks, two byi.
two in their rade brown garb,
then. the congregation. - Now' the
cortege, headed by the image of the
Saviour of the world Whose birth it
commemorates, will slowly circle

::.very turn,-every gemxﬁe
the start of the mxdmgh

the close of the day, is
counterpart of tbe He

servanc& -

pmx;eedmg, in., half o n
houses of 'religious Qrder

mldmgh% ‘ Masseg wil

mégiﬁﬁcénf Aolﬁ .ix,

fore i:heh Mass begm

the interior of the church to the en.| prie

singing hymns as it goes.

In the Tiny Grotto

At the Grotto steps the celebrant.
will slowly descend, followed by a
many as may, for the passage

small and the grotto, a replica oi >
Ar- the day ‘will give way
ing.to a typieal
plication of that in Jerusalem, the | mas.

little image will be deposited ten-|’
derly and reverently on the wisp of}

.Istraw which covers the plain little

that in the Holy City, is tiny.
rived at the manger, again-a du-

niche, there to remain until Epiph-

any, when with equal solemnity it}

‘trance of the Gtotto of Bethlﬁhem. i

At the Pauhst :Coil gg

be a8 midnight M
Fcommunity also w

emn plainsong . cha_mt. :
Christmas “cavols will

the  solemn religi
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will “be fun,

of the studants,,r
skit of their o

will be- borme: back to -the. church} o
proper and then 1aid away until an-} pual

other Christmas.
The ‘greater part of the conzre-
gation will now ascend to the upper

and a; smttarmg ‘of the

side the mnger.
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church, but there will remain priests}is a TIghS.
ylsitors;: for} 8
carols will be sung'in the grotto and |l
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church will empty, as the great:

m m i mmf mny ]
the faithful departing one by one
In the aftérnoon there will «
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OME, Dec. 1.—It is nearly s

hundred years ago since Marie
Henri Beyle, better known under his
novelist's nom de plume of Sten-
dahl, wrote in Memoirs of Ronle,
under date of November 24, 1827:
»St, Peter’s have five doors, one of

which is walled up and.is only.

opened every 25 years for the cére-
mony of the Jubilee. The Jubilee
that once brought 400,000 pilgrims

of all classes to Rome,only gathered| .

400 mendicants in IB25. It is neces-

sary to hurry if one wants to see

the .ceremonies of a religion which’
should be modified or extmgmshed "
A century has passed and the
Church has not been extinguished.
Its ceremonies have not been “modi-
fied,” but in the hundred years since
the brilliant skeptic wrote, the world
~which he knew has been “mqﬂiﬂed”
dn most marvelous manner.

perhaps, in the history of mankind .

has_there been record of & cent
of such profound chnnge in the p
litical and matena! Tife of the
ples of many nations.

-Institutions, }

Polish peasants in costumes of all

colors of the. winbow; Swiss moun-{]

taineers in' their Alpine dress; Mo-
ravian agri

iculturalists in costumes |} Ard

ornamented with silver buckles and{and still

artificial flowers;
wearing Iarge veils and wraps: of.
silver clof German students. in

Bosnians amd Albanjans
jackets omamented with frogs
sashes .and wrhité trousers, Sc
Highlanders in kilts, . -

T‘hey have come, and in thousandsi

of processions both in the ‘ch

and in the streets, they "have liftéd

up their volees to God
s, I&e

bhymns in all tohg

at each other’s side, though pe
not understanding a word of th

Rumsnian 1adies |

their traditional high shining hoots |
and white and ﬁam@md’zackets 1

respective languages, they heve been x A

uplifted by  consciousness of

he i U
same profession of faith, the same}
spirit of piety and the same durma , of

and only charity,
Rich snd Poor To:eﬂ‘ser '
They have come, rich
At the P:azza

nay, the very idess by which t‘he‘;‘*

publi¢ and private life of millions of
people were ruled, have dissolved—
they were, they are not. Only one
institution has eéxperienced no:
change—thé” Catholic " Church for
which Stendaht rashly predicted ex-
tinetion remaing unchanged and firm
in its divine fonnditxonn

‘Million Dmprovo Prophecy

Seldom has propoet of ‘desolation
been so unfortunate in pointing his
prophecy as was this hater of Ca-
Of course he lied in his

in 1825, but the thunder o ’“nearly a
million voices fromy ‘every “co er of s
the earth has given the lie
prognosw of future ﬁoly Year cele-
brations in Rome.

Since Tast Chnstmai Rome has

truty been the Holy City to which

people have flocked from every con-

‘tinent, desirous—as t.he Pope has so.

often ‘eaid--to. be, nester the threb-

bing heart of the Chutch. They have |i

. come dressed in gll ftalnons Euro-' »;il the. prem“ba practices in & sin-

b garb of their co‘untnes;,'A'
¥

-swathed in fine silk.
with heads draped in lary
Bretonfishermen in' plan

s snish Jadies with Tich

steps, were poo, 'p’ea nes
{entire:- families who -had b uzh.s g

game columns, s
sants, somet

their bresd and cheese and be nlho

visits allayed the
and drank water
fountain.

cur heavy expense, there wa
who had gold - his. house to
means necessary - for the
The Pope himwelf related

'whilst conversing with- the euu
‘ French wrlter. Georges _ Goyan,

his| ‘sr"

jthat were necessary for the 3oumey
|and sty in Rome. Among the pil-

grins - of piaces nearer Rome the

spirit of sacrifice was even more elo-
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