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By Rev. J. Van der i!esdep

(Louvain Correspondent, N. C. W. ¢.}

News Service)

Louvnln, Oct. 30.—Those who at- ‘

tended the recent Study Week for
the Reunion of Churches at Brusséls
heard from the venerable Abbe Po:
tal and from his intimates—who
completed what his modesty caused
him to withold——ihe intereating ac-
tual story of the origin of the now
famous Malines Conversations of
Catholic and Anglican theologians,
the fifth of which will be held soon
in the archiepiscepal residence of
Cardinal Mercier.

It 18 now revealed that the story
of the Conversations began thirty
years before the first of them, held
in 1921, was planned.

Father Portal, who Is now an old
man, though physically and mentally
strong and possessed of all the
warm-heated enthusiasm of youth,
was in 1889 professor of theology in
the Seminary of Cahors, France., He
was taken serlously ill that year and

his Superiors sent him to recupemtevo,. two centuries in France,

to the Isle of Madeira.
Meets English Enthusiast

was gojourning on the isle nursing
his slok son. The priest and the Eng-
lish lord becaine fast friends, with
the result that both desired to tight-
en that friendship by the practice of
the same religious faith. Under the
impulse of the dasire, animated by
a charitable spirit of emulation and
of mutual regard, they have since
zealously vied with each other for
the reunifon of Christian churches.

In 1893 the Abbe, to-start the batl
rolling and to establish a point ‘of
contact, wrote a hooklet on tHe valid-
ity of the Anglican Orders. His con-
clusion was that their validity was
very doubtful, at best.

His countryman, Monsigno J Duch-
ene, became fnteréated, tgok up the|
question in the wake of' I’uther Porc
tal, and reached the conclusion that
they were valid. Ths publeation of
this great histortan’s views on the
matter created &. furore, with the|
result that the Abbe Portal was sum-
moned to Rome to cobfer with the}.
Holy Father. He frankly suggested
{o His Holinessto call-x mixed ron-
ference of representatives of the
Anglican and of the Catholie Church
to probe the whole question to the)
bottom together.

That course, however, was not to
the tadte of the English Catholics.
or were they favorable to a direct
appeal of the Pope to the Archbish-
ops of York and Canterbury, arother
of Father Portal's suggestions. The
Holy See took a similar view, and
{t was volced in Pope Leo's encycli-
ecal “Ad Anglos,” published in 1895.
There followed the Holy Father's
letter, “‘Apostolicae Curase,” pro-
nouncing the Anglican Orders in—
valid.

It -'was not what the Abbe Poruu
Mousignor Duchene and others had
expected, but Rome had spoken, and
they had bowed submissively to the
verdict.

Oontinued to Talk Reunion

The Abbe kept wup his friendly
relations with Lord Halifax and fur-
ther contented himself with working|
at converting his own Catholic coun-
trymen to the idea of the posnsible
reunion of the churches. Lord Hal-
ifax, for his-part, remained huomtt
with hope and devoted himself more

zealously than ever to the Assocla-
tion of Prayer for the Reunion on M. C A. Delegates

Churches that he had founded
among his Anglican coreligionists
and that counted then 650,000 ad-
herenta.

the conclusion of the World
War, Father Portal invited his noble
English friend to a tour among the
ruins of his own land and of Bel-

- glum. The invitation was accepted

and together they went over the
scenes of the confiict. It was quite
natural that they should feel impell~
ed to intlude Mechlin In their toury
and to pay thefr respects, as 80 many
visitors of mark were doing, to Bel-
glum’'s War Cardinal whem Marshal
Foch had just called “‘the greatest
figure of contemporaneous history.”
Birth of Conversations

FJust sbout the same time 260 An-
glican bishops met in London and
decided to frame an’ kppénl for the
union of all Christians churches.
That appeal, which contafned prop-
ositions for mixed conferemces, and
Lord Halifax's visit to Cardinal Mer-
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upon issued an order that the walk-[faithful,
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lic resort to the courts is the answerjand, at the same time, to avold tna
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Conversations, held successively in
1921, 1923, 1924, and in the month
of May of the present year.

The Abbe Portal afier having
waited thirty years for the realiza-
tion of Kis dream, now feels that he

» has not . waited in valn,

Urder Cardinal Merecier’s vfgﬂ:mt
and perspicacious eye, there is neo
danger for Catholic orthodoxy. The
Holy Father, who knows &1l about

them approves the Conversations|, «y¢ 1g providential, too, that Mech-

and wils that they should be con-

. tinued.

To an interviewer the Abbe re-
marked: ‘“The personality of your,
great Cardinal rendered ihem - pos

sible.... You cannot - imaghie . thet'

ascendancy he exercises over those
who take part in the conversitions.

“(lod knows the esteem I feel Yor
the Cardinal's powertul !ntqﬂect.
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