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Cardinal Gibbons 
Officiates at Ceremony 

Full Size Mosaic of MsruVs "Isu 
macalate Conception" Gift of 

PopeBeeediet-Edificeto 
Cost Fully $5,000,000 

« • • • • • . I . 

(By X. C. W". C. News Service) 
Washington, D. C:, Sept. 2 3 . -

The foundation stone of the great| 
Shrine of the Immaculate Concep­
tion, which is to beat once a 
monument of devotion and grati­
tude to the Mother of God and a 
memorial to the American sol 
•diets and sailors who died in the 
World War, was laid by His Em­
inence Cardinal Gibbons at 3| 
o'clock Thursday afternoon, Sep 
Jtember 23. 

In the. great concourse which 
•witnessed the ceremony was Hisj 
Eminence Cardinal O'Connell, 
most of the archbishops and bish­
ops of the United States, hun­
dreds of priests, representatives 
of famous American and Europ­
ean shrines of the Blessed Vir­
gin, superiors of the many relig­
ious orders of men and women, 
«nd prominent laymen. 

Cardinal's Guard of Honor 
The Knights of Columbus ofj 

Washington and Baltimore con­
stituted a guard of honor for Car 
dinal Gibbons before and after] 
the ceremony. 

A large platform was erected 
near the angle of the foundations 
where the stone, with appropri­
ate inscription was set in position] 
by Cardinal Gibbons. Four hun­
dred seats were placed on this 
platform for the accommodation 
of special guests. 

e. The extreme length will 
be 420 feet- The main transept 
will be nearly 200-feet wide and] 
the principal have 54 feet in 
width. The width of the facade, 
or front elevation, will be 124 ft. 

It is intended that in all re­
spects the Basilica will be a fit­
ting token of the love which 
American Catholics have for 
God's greatest creature---His own 
Mother. From Europe's wealth of 
art will come the interior orna­
mentation of the shrine. The 
more than forty altars will give 
opportunities for the richness, 
artistry and beauty which will be 
lavished on this most impressive] 
of American churches. 

Rev. Bernard A. McKenna, S. T.D.* 
Secretary 

flight Rev. Thomas J. Shahan, D. D 
Rector Catholic University 

Right Rev. Thomas J. Shahan, 
D. 0., rector of th« Catholic Uni­
versity, delivered an address to 
the gathering before the laying 
•of the stone took place. The ser­
mon was preached by the Right 
Rev. John T. McNicholas, 0. P., 
bishop of Duluth. 

Dimensions of the Shrine 
.^This shrine is .to be the largest] 
•edifice of the Catholic Church in 
North America and one of the 
greatest basilicas in the world. 
Lifting its noble dome to a height|produced 

The high altar in the main 
church will be the offering of the] 
priests of the United States. On 
this altar will be expended the' 
embellishment that is needed to) 
make it a masterpiece of art in a! 
setting of grandeur. Surrounding 
this altar will be fifteen small but 
ornate chapels in honor of the 
Mysteries of the Rosary. In the 
sanctuary is to be placed a full-
size mosaic copy of Murillo's 

Immaculate Conception." This 
is to be the gift of His Holiness] 
Pope Benedict XV and will be 
executed in the famous mosaic! 
wordihop of the Vatican.lt is the 
first Papal gift of the kind to 
come to America. The largest 
chapel in the main church is to be 
dedicated to the memory of 
American soldiers and sailors who] 
fell in the Great War. 

In the crypt beneath the mam 
church, the high altar and fifteen 
lesser altars will represent inci­
dents in the life of the Blessed 
Virgin. The high altar will be] 
dedicated to her under the title, 
"Our Lady of the Catacombs." 
In that title is the keynote of the, 
decorative treatment of the crypt 
Accordingly, there will be repro­
duced striking features of the 
religious art of the Catacombs-
frescoes and , mosaics picturing 
variously the Madonna and the) 
Divine Child. 

No Pews In Main Church 
The absence of pews in the! 

main church will enhance the in­
terior view and emphasize the! 
vastness of the principal nave— 
more than 300 feet long, 54 feet 
wide and 85 feet high. It has 
has been suggested that the Lit­
any of the Blessed Virgin be re 

in mosaic on the floor! 

Cardinal Gibbons Points! 
Out Danger to Catho­
licism in Attitude of 
Radical Suffragists 

(By N. C.--W.C.NewrSe*vJce) 
Washington, D. C.,Sept. 20,-

Catbolic Women of the United 
States will be urged by the high 
est authorities of the Church toj 
exercise -*the right of suffrage] 
which has been conferred upon 
them by the ratification of .the 
Nineteenth Amendment to the) 
Federal Constitution. 

Cardinal Gibbons, who last 
week gave a short statement to 
the secular press in which he ex­
plained that now woman's saf-
frage is a fact he favored worn-' 
en's exercising the right of fran­
chise, made his position more 
clear in an amplified statement 
given exclusively to the N. C. W. 
C. Newsservice. In this state­
ment Cardinal Gibbons points out 
that the announced purpose of 
some of the more radical suff ra 
gists constitute a menace to 
Catholic principles, and he calls 
upon Catholic women to use all 
their influence to safeguard the 
Church and the State against the 
danger. 

Cardinal Gibbons' statement! 
follows: 

Cardinal's Statement 
"While I have always baen op­

posed to Woman's Suffrage be­
cause I felt that political activi­
ties would tend to withdraw worn-

Already there are national lead­
ers of the militant suffragists! 
who proclaim to their ardent fol 
lowers that they must use the 
hew political power of womenjo 
secure a national divorce law 
similar to that prevailing in bol-
shevist Russia and in Sweden, 
namely, a law permitting divorce 
wherever a husband or a w 
desires it, for any so-called 
cause,'or for none at all. x 

"It therefore becomes the duty 
of Catholie women to register and 
vote, and especially in the com 
ing presidential election. They 
should vote for the candidate who 
will, in their opinion, contribute 
best, to the material and social 
progress of the State. They should 
bring to bear upon politics their! 
predilection for righteousness, 
their desire and their determin­
ation that our civilization may 
[conform to the everlasting prin­
ciples of Christianity." 

J. CARD. GIBBONS. 

Secret Org eatiatie* ef Aati-Cata-
elics Coatected His Caapaifi 

(By N. C. W. 0. Nows Sorvsoc) 
Atlanta, Ga^Sept. J8.—Com* 

ment on the recent Democratic 
primary elections, in wh 
Thomas E. Watson, whbigxjtofluwiee*!)!!^^' of say 
~ torgia, was nominated United 
States Senator,attributes his sue 
cess in large part to the seachin 
ations and exertion* of the|about Cntfcolics a n M e K n f C 

en from the more delicate and 
sacred pursuits of home life, now] 
however, that the vote is theirs, 
I strongly urge upon all of them 
the exercise of suffrage, not only 
as a right but as a strict Social 
duty. K . 

"The Catholic Church, follow-] 
the teachings of the Gospel, pro 
claims woman as the peer of man. 
The influence of the Church de 
stroyed the- Pagan degradation! 
and servility of woman and lifted 
her to the highest levels of re 
spect, and of power in society. 
The history of the last 2,0001 
years contains no more glorious! 
[chapter than the one which 
shows the influence of Christian­
ity in elevating the social status 
of woman; and the history of the 
Catholic Church is replete with 
incidents and is adorned with 
personalities exhibiting the splen­
did deeds of individual women, 
and, what is still better, the] 
mighty moral and spiritual influ­
ence of emancipated womanhood. 
In the ethical sphere, the power! 
of Christian womanhood has! 
been, and still is, one of the firm-

Soissons' Bishop 
Consecrated In 

Ruined Church 
(By N..C. W. C. News Service.) 
Paris, Sept. 8.-Particularly 

moving was the consecration of 
Soissons' new bishop, Mgr. Binet, 
which took place among the ruins, 
in a cathedral whose nave has 
fallen in. To supply the place of 
the rich chimes of the tumbled 
down tower, a small bell had been 
hiing in a modest wooden belfry. 
In place of the grand organ which 
has also been destroyed, a small 
harmonium was heard. 

But the ceremony was none the' 
less noteworthy for the attend-
ance of both the faithful and thej^* tnflSmith.Towner 
notabilities. Surrounding the Car­
dinal Arphbishop of Rheims, who] 
was acting as consecrating pre 
late, were the Archbishop of Rou­
en and a number of other pre! 
ates. Among; the audience were) 
also members of the town coun­
cil, the court, the bar, represen 
tativesof the army, senators and 
deputies from the department, 
Ithe father and mother of the new) 
bishop, who for a long time have 
Hived in Soissons. 

Amongst the speeches deliver-] 
ed at the lunch that followed the] 
ceremony, the most notable was] 
an address by an officer who had: 
come to congratulate his former! 
subordinate, 'Private Binet." 
Mgr. Binet served during the] 
greater part of the war as a 
stretcher-bearer on the firing line 
and was decorated three times 
for his bravery. 

s Success 
Due To "Twelve-

Twenty Gob 

•••••art 

K. of C. Chosen 
In Georgia 

For the Lei 
(By Nt C. W. C, New* ServteJ 
Augusta, Ga., Sept. 17. 

of the outstanding features 
last week's primary in Georgia i s i 
the ejection of J, T. Vocetto, ' 
Catholic and a Fourth 
Knight of Columbus, to the I 
lature from Camden County, 
cello, who is only 23, aad 
fore perhaps the youngest 
sentative-elect, received 

hint 
the usual lot 

Opposition I 
anfrCat 

of mtastat 

Statute to Stop 
Form of Bigotry 

. . . . . . - In New Jersey! 
(By N. C. W. C, News Sercicef 
Newark* N. J., Sept. 20. ~A 

law making it a misdemeanor to 
_^ _ exclude applications foe teaching 

est'and most essential pillars o 4 ^ i t i o n 8 ^ ^ ^ K}™U o n 

human society 
'Although the exercise of thisj 

ethical influence and this spirit-] 
ual power may be invaded an 
lessened by the demoralizing ef­
fects upon woman arising out of 

account of the religion of the ap­
plicant has seen passed through 
the efforts of the Federation of 

4Jthe Holy Name Society of this] 
State. 

The law grows out of the dis-

the monumental buildings of thojthe moat elaborate ceremonies, 
nation's capital city. 

beautiful anal fameua churches ofj 

the political arena, yet, now 
suffrage is no longer a posai 
but an assured fact, it behooves 
Catholic women to take upon 

of 254 feet, and its magnificent of the main church. It is estimat 
eampanile (bell tower) 131 feet ed that the church will accommo 
higher still, the shrine will stand date about 3,000 people, and that,ru""','"r lZia ' ^ 0 ^ u i Ann, 
with its majestic facade looking room for̂ the entirehierarchy o f i * ^ 1 ^ ^ : ^ t n S i 
to the south- toward the Potomac the country and several h t m ^ n ^ Z ^ S ^ S ^ i ^ 
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•and be a worthy companion to the sanctuary* This Will allow for] 

"Twelve-Twenty Club," * secret] 
organisation of anti-Catholics. 
This club is said to have a large 
number of members, every one 
of whom is pledged to vote hot! 
only against Catholics,but against] 
any candidate friendly or favor* 
able to them, 

Anomalies In Campaign 
This new clandestine cabal 

against Catholic-citizena and tax­
payers has existed for some time 
in Atlanta, but the late primaries 
indicated that it now has a state 
wide membership and organisa 
tion. Many Georgians, who de­
nounced Tom Watson during the] 
campaign, were found marshal­
ing votes for him at the election. 
[They are suspected of being af 
filiated with the "Twelve-Twenty 
Club." 

There were several anomalies 
in the campaign and the election 
in Georgia, not the least note­
worthy of these was the defeat of 
Senator Hoke Smith, joint author 

bill which 
seeks the federalization and can* 
tralizstion of public .education. It 
is now agreed that Sam L. Olive* 
candidate f?r Congress in the 
Tenth District, was beaten prin­
cipally became of his advocacy of 
federal aid for State schools. It is 
said that many white voters fear­
ed the Smith-Towner bill, if en­
acted, would give the Federal 
Government jurisdiction over the 
education of negroes, and. this 
was distasteful to them. 

Olive was one of those Georgia 
legislators who opposed the adop­
tion of a resolution requesting 
the collection of funds for thefi 
erection of a monument to Ad­
miral W. S, Benson, who is m na­
tive of Bibb County, Olive and his) 
fellows pretended that the 
Knights of Columbus hadspon 
sored the resolution. The proposal 
orginated with the Daughters of 
the Confederacy. 

Carl Vinson, * former victor in 
an anti-Catholic campaign, won 
the congressional nocniaation 
Olive wns seeking, 
f resent representing the district] 
in Congress. 

Extent of Anti-Catholic 
Prejudice. 

In the Fifth District, which in­
cludes Atlanta, Ben Blackburn, 

oath were circulated and printed 
in the effort to discredit him witn 
the voters. There are but a few 
Catholics in the county which ia 
in the far southeast of the Statsv 

Lourdcs Miracle 
Denied By Zola 

Is Vindicate* 
(By N, C yf,-G/Kem &rviee):~,3j 
Paris, Sept. 8 -The death is 

just reported at the Convent of 
the Good Shepherd in Angeriof 
Marie Lebranchu, who miraea-
llously recovered her health at 
tLourdesin 1&2. 

In his book "Lourdes," the lata 
famous anti-religious writer, 
Emile Zola/ with the idea of 
charging the Catholics with ice-
posture, wrote that Marie Ls-
branfihu had entered a hospital 
and had died there soon after. 

Now the proof haa thai bees 
made of the Writer's false report ' 
Marie Lebranchu not only oat» 
lived him, bat she never suffered ' 
from any relapse since she re­
covered her health twenty-eight 
yean ago. 

WILL REPIESENT CAItMNAsU 
MERCIER 

(By #, O, W, O. News Serried) ' 
Washingt**, Sept. -lfe~0tav 

dinal Merrier will have a peraoeel 
representative s t the Fifteenth 
international Congress Agahnst 
Alcoholism, which convenes here 
September 21 to27. Thai 
Belgian prelate, who was 
preparations himself to 
America for the convention, has? 
been foteedto abandon the triav 
but in his place will send Fsther 
Voellings, the militaet elerkel 
member of the Belgian parlia­
ment, who is declared te bets* ^ 
one Belgian best equipped to ex- ^ 
press the Cardinal's riews on.,"" 
alcoholism. 

the excitements and struggles of crimination made in 1917 by a 
New Jersey Board of Edusation] 
against an application for a po­
sition because of the fact that] 

forces that through this exten 
sion of the suffrage new menace 
the most essential factors in 

she is a Catholic. It is intended! 
to vitalize the provision of the) 
State Constitution that declares: 
"No religioas test shall he re-

"asa qualification for any 
public office or trust in the State." 

Hew Jersey is net the only 

The style will be Romanesque, Icrjrpt will represent as many fa 
which for a thousand years hasjmous aational shrines in the Old 
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same 
Wets candidates 

and then 
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similar action in many -pirfca';M»f**-,W*-Vm7Wm 'M 
the UnitedBtotiev^ ^^:^Wtim 

state in the country in which thisW 
type of bigotry is prevalent and 
the actios of the Holy Name 

that tneae forjsesnie swift to|Fed«ration is ex|>ected to prossptl 

one of Watson's lieutenants in 
the presidential primaries, lostl 
the noaination to W.D. Upshair, 
incumbent. Blackburn isaviru 
lent anti-Catholic, and Upshawii 
publisher and circulator of a spur­
ious "oath" supposed to be sub­
scribed by the Knights of Colum 
bus. He is known also sua lee 
turer on the "Menace of Borne in 
American Polities." 

There was so much competition 
for the anti-Catholic vote that in 

AMERICANS DECOtATED 
(By" J?, a w. o. - jirawi 8*t*imi 

. , Paris. Sept. &-For their 
Vimsoa laatjii^offeringreliefto victims of 

war at Rheims, Major 
|ef the American Red Cross, 
former American Ojssnl 
Rheims, has been awarded 
cross of Commaader of St 
(orybyPope Benedict IV, 
Mrs. Du Bellet 
Good Merit 
were 
con in the name i>f the Pope, 

- Ori!»bc Dailr For 
(By W&&M%#titf. 
• Riode Janiero, Sept. 2 . - I 

for the eetaMishnient ofai 
olic daily paper ha Brsafl,! 
ed after the # "*""'""" 
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many cases two or three "pa-f 
triots," who pledged theroselves|liesin 
to "keep the Pope out of 

hats and 
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