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Cathollc Church
Leads In Census
By Government
Has One Tlnrd of All Church
Members ln Country

PROPERTY VALUE

Greatest Catholic Membership
- In Most Populous Progressive
States.

. ———— v

(By N. C. W. C. News Service)

Washington, D. C., April 12.—
Catholic ascendancyin the United)i
States is strikingly shown inthe
two volumes just issued by the
Census Bureau on religious bodies
in 1916.

The rehglous census shows the
Roman Catholic Church ranks
first in number of members and
in universal increase. The mem-
_ bership of the Church is given as
" 15,721,815, an increase over the

previous census of 1,511,000.
These official figures are for 1916.
According to the official Direc-
tory, recently issued, there were,
at the beginning of 1920, 17, 735,-|
553 members of the faith in the
United States, which is an .in-
" erease of more than *2000,000
over theofficial census figures of
1916,
In the census no other church
~ showed nearly so large an in-
crease in membership as -the

Catholic Chureh. The Methodist|

Episcopal Church eame next,
with an increase of 731,631; the
Baptist National Convention
third, with an increase of 676,972;
the Baptist Southern Convention
fourth, with an increase of 699,-
399;the Methodist Episcopal faith
fifth, with an inerease of 475,999,
and the Presbyterian Church
sixth, with an increase of 431,-
685. The other Protestantdenom-
inations trailed far behind.
Third of Population Catholie

The total number of church|

" membaers in the United States, as
shown by the census, was 41,926, -
854. It is thus apparent that the
Catholic Church has over one-
third of the whole number, and
this despite the fact that its|
total wasconsiderably reduced by
- the emigration of Italians,French
Austrians and others who re-
turned to Europe for the war.

The Catholie Church riow has|"

15,120 edifices in the Upited
States, as against 11,881 in 1906.
The value of Catholic Church
property is.given by the census
a8 $374,206,895, an increase of
nearly $100,000,000 in & decade.
The value of Catholic Church pro-
perty far exceeds that of any
other church. The Methodist Epis-
copal Church comes next, with
property valued at $215,104,014.
The Roman Catholi¢ Church own-
ed 22.3 per' cent, the Protestant
Episcopal Church 9:8 per cent,
- and the Presbyterian Church 9
per cent,

The Roman Catholic Church re-
ported 994 educational institu-
tions with 152,905 students. The
Presbyterian Church came next
_with 216 institutions and 45,938
students.

The Roman Catholic Church re-
ported 1,188 philanthropic insd-
tutions with 616,513 ihmates and

ithe Methodlst Episcopal Church
lleading in the fermer in 1906 and
|in the latter in 1916. Geograph-|
lcally'%lm Roman Catholic Church|
|led in the New England,the Mid-|
dle Atlantic, the East North Cen-|
and in|

tral and Pacific divisions,
the West North Central division,
except Kansss. Inthe southern
\divisions it led ‘in Delaware,
Maryland and the District of Co-
lumbig, of the South Atlantic,

|

{and in Louisiana and Texas of

the West South Central division.
Although the membetship of the
Roman Catholic Church is thus
widely distributed among the
States, yet a large proportion of
this membership is concentrated
in the larger and more thickly
settled Statesof the North and
East. There were25 States for
each of which there were report-
ed in 1916 over 100,000 members
of the Roman Catholic Church
and each of four States reported
over 1,000,000 members—New
York, 2,745,552; Pennsylvania,
1,830,5632; Massachusetts, 1,410,

208; Illinois, 1,171,381. These four
States together with Ohio, which
had 843,856 Roman Catholic
members; reported 8,001,529 Ro-|:
man Catholic members, or over
one-half of the total membership
of the church in 1916,

French-VaticanPact

President . Dm;hanel
Measure To Reestablish
~ Embassy AtRome,

(ByN. C. W. C. News Service)
Paris, March 11.—There is only
one great topic of converaation
among French Catholies, and al:
so the Freemasons of that country
just now. That is the resumption
of diplomatic relations with the
Vatiean.

Mons, Millerand, who intro-
duced a bill in the Chamber, asks

sy at the Vatican.

The President of the Council,
M. Paul Deschanel, who support-
ed the measure,said in his speech| .
that the principles of laicization
towhich the Republic was com-
mitted were not in dispute, but
these did not tie the hands of the
Republic from action which was
for her common. goed in the
world.

“The time has come,’’ he said,
when France should be repre-
sented at Rqme, since all the
other powers are to be found
there, and moreover hLer inter-

of her missionaries whose rights
were in danger of being sacrificed
to therights of those of other
nationalities demand this repre-
sentation.”’

The Treaty of Peace he de-
clared, was an epportune opening
for the-renewalof these relations,
because in the rearrangements of
frontiers, particularly where
there was a 'mixture of race and
rellglon, questlons were contin-
|ually arising in ,which the Roman
Curia had influence, and the in:
tervention of a representative of
France was natural and useful
for the demands of our Allies.

In France hierself, he continued,
questions like those of Alsace-|

the settlement of the future mis-

patients.The Salvation Army was|sionaries for the German Colonies

. next to the Catholic Church in

" this line of endeavor, reporting

232 ingtitutions and 11,182 pa-

tients and inmates.

Most Progressive States
Catholic

The 33 States in whi¢ch the Ro-

‘ yean Catholic Church showed thejthe introduction of the bill are for|
the most part friendly, although|

largest proportions were identi-

of Togo and the Cameroons, the|
exercise by her nationals of their
religion in Moroceo, and the safe.
guarding of interests asin Tunis,

lall were problems that needed

the aid of the Holy See.
The comments of the press on

cal at the two periods, with thel

’ exéaptlon of Indlana and Kansu

tdmmg over xt

Supports/*

for a credit of 236,812.50 francs|
to reestablish the French Embas-|

ests in the East and the interests|

Lorraine with its old concordat,|

journale like ‘‘La Lanterne’’ are

POPE BLESSES

“The Holy
learned with much pleasure|
of the establishment of the

eau. His Holiness most cor-

dially extends the Apostolic:"
Dudekanese Group Leads To|

Blessing to the service you|

the Catholic papers of the
United States. The work of
the American Catholic} papers
has beenfhost praiseworthy.
They hgve been an effective
auxiliary to the pulpit in

Ispreading theFaith. The cred-

it to which they are entitled

'lis enhanced bythe difficulties

they have had to_meet.Those
who are conducting them
will bepleased and heartened
by your establishment for
their benefit. of an efficient|
press organization in Wash-
ington, which also will have
representation in the leading
capitals of Europe and South
America. They are now to
have the aid which they so
long deserved. Asthe news
standard of Catholic journals
is raised, undoubtedly the
support given them by the
Catholic reading public will
be increased. His Holinessin-
vokes good will and ceopera-
tion from all who will be par-
ties to the worthy work you
have undertaken, tothe end
that it may be fruitful of the
good results you seek to
achieve for Church and
Country.’, '

CARDINAL GASPARRI

Cardmal Gibbons’
Greeting

A}ong with the Holy Fath-
er, I earnestly hope that the
first news sheet of the
National Catholic. Welfare
Council to the Catholic pa-
pers of the UnitedStates will
be an inspiration to them to
reflect more vividly the spirit
of the Church in her efforts
for God and Country.
Faithfully yours,
JAMES CARDINAL GIBBONS

Friars Made Benefncunes
zﬁff (By N. C. W.C. Servxce)

- New York, April 11.— Bequests
amoynting to $4,200 are made in
favor of the Friars of the Prov-
ince of the Most Holy Name, 135
West Thirty-Fifth Street,
wills of Miss Anna Maguire, who
bequeathed the order $3,700, and
Miss Mary Tobin, who gave $500.
The Friars are also to have Miss
Maguire’s residuary estate.Other)
Catholic churches and charitable
linstitutions, as well as several

|priests are also beneficiaries of

thetwo wills, Just ﬁled for probate,

Madrid, March 19.—The Car-
dinal Archbishop of Toledo, Car-
dipal Guisasola; to whom the
Holy Father has confided the duty

growing Social movem
Spain, has issued an interesting
pastoral letter on the subject of

- Chnstlan democracy

. Order of Allnmbn

Tuesday evenmg,uay 4th

"Fat’her has|

have inaugurated to improvej

|Alderman J. S. Gilbert, who ha

judgment and possesses a notabl

{Italian protection, - 80 here is aj

in the

and directing. the
of watching eft of{not present them to the spiritual

’Catholic fi:“ven
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Debate Before Royal
Geoguphioal Soclaty

A s oge

(ByN. C.HW C. News Service)
London, March 19.—Congrat-

J.S. Gilbert Made Chairma f.
|National Catholic Press Bur-| de n 'f:

lum Demu

10 000 PlLGRlIIS

Rome s Crowded condmon' |
Prevents More Coming~-...
Appolntmonts Anmmnecﬂ :

(ByN. G, W. O Nen&med .

" Rome, ‘March 9—As far.as it
possible to fonmt for theiel”

{may be alterations, “the dites ofl

ulations are being extended
been appointed Chairman of the

portant post in the municipal gov-|.
ernment of London, - Alderman
Gilbert, who is ¢ nephéw of-the
late Msgr. Gilbert and a Catholic
laymen of the greatest devotio
tothe cause, hag been for som
time chairman of the. Educatlon
Committee of the Council, w

hehas rendéred yeoman servic
to the cause.of Catholic educa-
tion. He is also_identified with th

work founded by his unele, th

Providence Row Night Refuge,
in the city. He is a man of sound

personality.

Crete Islands Contontlon
~ The Royal Geographical Society
is becoming an interesting aréna
forthe discussion of geographical,
not to say political, problems t
days. A month ago we had th
Spanish Ambassador, Senor Mer-

London County Council, an im-[, 17

Pmmn Cotplqh ml Po;ie /| ere”

the eoming canonizations and belq
“atifications run as tollﬂn. Thowe|” ™
ot the canomzatiou u

ite Mme Alxcoqne ,‘on Amm

sion - Day, May. 30th; - that of

Blessed Joan of Arc on the*Sun ’
day following, May 16, The bu»
\tification of Ven. Louise de Maril|:

lac remainsalsoas onnoun«d,ou vubse

,sh%mm

the Sunday preceding Ascensios

_|Day, May 9, pothnttheﬂlm

Feench ceremonies. will be con-{
tained in as short & space of tm

as possible in view of. diﬂicqlﬁe 3

accommodation here.. e
The other beatifications

follow the canonisations on l(u
180 and following Sundays ii this
‘forder: Ven. Oliver Plunket, ch e

Martyrs and lut, the Dmch

of Charity atid Ursulines of Vﬂ-
*lanciennes.” It was thonzht thn ,

Ven. “Anna [aria
Trinitirian - Tertiary, wonid -

ry del Val, brother of the Cardin-
al, demonstrating Spain’s claimi
and ambitions in Moroceo, and
recently Prof. Myres gave anin-
terésting lecture on the Dude-
kanese, Very few people know
what that term covers. It covers
the group of twelve islands off

{the coast of Crete, including Pat-

{mos and Rhodes. In speakingof
these, Prof. Myres gave some in-
teresting™ details of the work of|
the Knights of St. John. whom|

guard of Christian civilization.
But the surpriseof .the evenin

Venezelos, the Greek patriot who

said the islands were Greek and

of the Dudekanese Mission to th

Peace Conference, who followed
him, expressed the hope that the
group- would soon again be feunit-
ed to Greece, with which they
had affinity during the whole
3,000 years of their civilization.

At present the islands rest under

other bone of contention.

Cardinal Bourne hag gone to th
soisth of France, accompanied by
his private secretary, Msgr. Jack-
man, and no letters will be for.
warded, The Cardinal’s j journey is
undertaken at the . desire of his
medical advisers, who order-com:
plete rest to avoid the reciirrence
of the trouble which prostrated

nothing but Greek. Both - Mons. jdi
Venezelos and Prof. Zeros, chief}

day; but now it seems that pei)
;leg'e isto be assigned to the

ium ;

uuedtothaalukonmnitysw3
"ﬁonot ]

Armagh Martyr. It wjll be '”

that tho\dnm runus up te Juy
13, molate thatit ‘would sesa
doubtful if after all the Coﬁlil-

may take ‘place this spring oi
early summer. We may, pa:hwo.
xpect iﬁn the autumn,

Pope's Allocution

ity for promilgation of the ngm

ingw %
dmoub

tory for the creation of Cu?dina‘l ﬁm

The fnnction of Menday last Mﬂl&» m
he described as the fighting rear.|sfforded His Holiness opportas mal, . For.

)t bishops and. for the oﬁiduldo-.gd.n!l ' " 33
came at the finish, when Mons.|creeing of the coming camoniza-tion of- thc\?w

tions. After the customary “Ex-[¢ isnot' (s 1

there was the transfer from Car-

al Compili to Cardinal Boschi! -
Chamberlain of Holy Romu
Chireh, and His Holiness deliver-|

Gabriel dell’ Addo]omta, Ma
guerite Marie Alleoque ‘AN

lot Arec. -He spoke of . the. spécu
characteristics of éach iti the he-jg; ¢

was Dresent, rose to speak, and|tra Omnes’’ and the”Adsumus,” that ten.- ¢
vhié!i

?‘M@iﬂf

ed a short sllocation, in which,fiom mcdato iuéﬁ

after having spoken of thelimmedistely . :

troubled times of his Pontlﬁufb' canonization. gﬁlﬁm 3

spoke of the consolation afforded|17, His Holiness will- recslvgf

by Divine Providence in the com-ibig eollective sodienee theFegk

ing canonization of the Blolud pﬂxﬁm,:md ﬁm,- » i
will ¢

uring the ne

roic degree; of the venerationlym;

which they enjoyed from:.:

r‘lﬂlfﬂl alld of G«l’l mm .y
of the faith of the people: by thely

miracles accorded. But th
Father wished to have ‘th
port of the' Sacred College in ¢

His Eminence some months ago.

nation by its owner. This is the
{second of our old abbeys to be-
|come national within the past

abbey of the famous St, Hilda. It
is a pity that the embamssed
owners of some of these ruins do

desceridants of their builders.|ti

ough, lins been presented to th Sacred -Congregation - of R

|fortnight. Whitby was once theito express their views.as tot

elgave a summarised account o

sponse to Hiu Holiness” invitggién f

canomzahon, the Cardidals p

'm each case their *Pla
Holmess expresaed hm-*‘

They would not then remmmcommg ceremgmes, gn

Iriing, but would be gradually re-|
Istored to monastic life. This isj
|what is taking place at Buckfast,lc!

Musa Caravan, No. 25, are to where ths monks are rehmldin:,
thave a spring ceremonial on === . S

|

C‘ontingadf- \-page:

‘creemg such & great thing sl
these canonizations, and to thatlesn
Whitby Abbey, near Scnrbor;lend Cardinal cho.*Prefect of: the

three Causes in turn; and; in res| :




