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To Freedom Of Education. 
Methods Employed by* Advocate* of SmithTowier Bill. 

TipiLANCE AND UNITED ACTION NEEDED. 

Some months ago it w » widely rumored, especially in 
Catholic circlea.that the Smith and Towner bills for the crea* 
tion of a Federal Department of Education, which aroused so 
much opposition during the recent Congress, had been with
drawn, and that a harmless Bankhead bill would take their 
place. In the face of these assertions the question arises: Are 
not these sootH-ssyers too optimistic? and the more impoN 
tant question: Is the Smith-Towner Bill really dead? The 
answer must,we regret to say,be negative. The Kational Edu
cation Association, theprime mover in the entire agitation in 
favor of these bills, an organization which' has been working 
hand in hand with the U. 5 . Bureau of Education announces 
through its Bulletin (January issue): "The Smith-Towner 
Bill is still in committee in both the Senate and Jlouse. Of 
course, it will not need to be introduced, but will hold its 

" present number and designation throughout the Sixty-sixth 
Congress, which will expire March 4,1921.. We shall do all in 
our power to secure the passage of this hill by the Sixty-
sixth Congress." 

N. E.A. "Heans Business". 
The V, E. A. means what it says, when it announces 

that it will "do all in its power to secure the passage" of its 
measure, the adoption of its plan of creating a Department of 
Education under an appointed Secretary of Education, who is 
to be a member of the presidential Cabinet. The propaganda 
conducted by it is quite active. Mr. Hugh S. Magill, Field 
Secretary of the N. E. A., delivered addresses, during the 

.•month of December in the states of Ohio, Missouri, Texas, 
California, and Colorado. During the month of January he is 
making other trips across the continent, his expenses being 
paid by local assc siations and clubs. The N. E. A. Bulletin 
.andsome of the nblicationa of the Bureau of Education are 
continually endeavoring to create sentiment favorable to the 
plan, while at the same time the leaders of the Nf. E. A. per
sistently ignore the expressions of numerous American citi
zens directed against centralization of education. The pro
tests raised against the Smith-Towner bills during the last 
twelve months in all sections of the United States remain mK 

* answered, as far as the N.E. A. and the Bureau of Education 
are concerned, no attempt being made to answer the argu
ments advanced against the proposed scheme; thus the entire 
fight is taken out of the realm of intellectual argumentation 
and simmers down to an attempt to gain influence and votes. 
The many protests sent to Congress and Senate by Catholics 
were forceful irjdeed, and reflected the views and wishes of 
innumerable voters. jSfet theirs were not the only objections 
raised against the bills and the endeavors of the N. E. A., at 

* the Milwaukee meeting of the N. E. A., held last summer, 
was severely criticized by the School Review (Chicago) and 
the American School Master (Lansing, Mich.) The critics 
speak of the N. E. A. as a "moribund association". Yet that 
association announces in its bulletin that it not only plans the 
nationalization of education in our country, but is eager to 
create an International Education Association, having urged 
that an international bureau of education be provided for in 
the charter of the League of Nations. The N. E. Afhas also 
taken the initiative in calling an international conference, 
such as had been suggested by the Teachers* Federation of 
France, and it is anticipated that auch a conference will be 
htld at Cleveland, 0., in the latter part of February, in con
nection with the Superintendents' meeting of the N. E. A. 
This meeting will bear close watching, since it is not only 
possible but also probable that it will observe a "conspiracy 

, of silence" regarding any opposition to an international 
scheme for educational control similar to that which obtains 
regarding the many objections to nationalization or federal 
ization of education in our own country. This "conspiracy" 
is not confined to the N. E. A., but is participated in by the 
Bureau of Education also, as Father Paul L. Blakely, S. J», 
has shown in his article on: "How an 'Official Press' Works", 
printed in "America", issue of Nov. 29., 1919. 

International Aspirations. 
One would naturally assume that, once theM E. A., un

dertook to sponsor an international movement in education, 
it would define specifically its own national program first, and 
then state just how much thereof it desires to inject into the 
program of the international body. In its announcement, how
ever, of the idea underlying its plan for an international or
ganization it chooses to be just as vague as it has often been 
heretofore in JJ? announcements regarding national waiters. 
In a statement of policies by the Commission on the Emerg
ency in Education of the Nat. Educ. Assoc, adopted Septem
ber 18, in lieu of a rear program, for the new international 
body (see Catholic Ed. Review, .Dec. issue), we find only the 

-following rhetorical announcement:" We believe that the pub
lic schoolsjof all the great democracies of the world can, 
through co-operative effort, do much to conserve and promote 
the great ideals, for which the war was fought and won. We 
hold, indeed, that a distinct responsibility rests upon the 
teachers of the allied and associated nations to fulfill on a 
broader plane than ever before their great function as trost-
ees of the human heritage-to see to it that what has been 
gained at so great and so terrible a cost is sedulously safe
guarded and transmitted without loss and without taint to 
each generation—" Only an international organization,only 
the internationalization of education, says the Comnaittee,can 
accomplish this. But the Committee fails to advise us just how 
tke European natiens which remained neutral during the war 
_ J i.u-; withMFtn haatila and defatted nations win •«•#*** *..~u 
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an idea. Besides, how will the na
tions of South America, to whom 
our interest as Americans natur
ally turns, look upon the strange 
plan emanating from the N. E, 
A.? la it necessary to add that 
this scheme, to say the least, has 
its weak spots? Yet it is proposed 
with the same cockanreness with 
which theN. E.A. has conducted 
its entire campaign for the cent 
traliaation of education in our 
country. 
The Private Schools In Our Own 

Country. 
While these efforts are in pro

gress to centralize education in 
our country and to give inter
national scope to the plans of the 
N. E. A., the situation of the 
private, including the parochial, 
Schools is stilt critical. Optimists 
may announce that the private 
schools are not in danger. Still 
the presence of the Smith bill in 
Congress, and other efforts direct
ed against the private schools, 
argue to the contrary. The School 
Review (Chicago),^ia its Decem
ber 1919 issue, launches an un
fair, bigotted attack against the 
parochial schools and lavishes ful
some praise on legislation adopted 
in the Territory of Hawaii, which 
deals with the supervision of pri
vate schools. And in Nebraska, 
where, during the last session of 
the Legislature, freedom of edu
cation received many a hard blew, 
a certain Wilbur F. Bryant has 
endeavored to alter the State 
Constitution to the extent of in
serting a clause compelling all 
children to attend the public 
schools, asserting that "the right 
of the State to control and direct 
the purely Secular education of 
children within its jurisdiction is 
hereby declared to be absolute, 
indivisible and inviolate." 
Organized Vigilance Needed* 
The cause of freedom of educa

tion, as anyone may see from the 
facta adduced, stands in need of 
vigilant friends. And even more 
thaftmere vigilance is seeded.-

States and in Congress the agita
tion to curtail this freedom is go
ing on, and nothing but a deter* 
mined stand and active counter-
agitation will save the schools 
from the enemy. Catholics, and in 
fact all citizens opposed to state 
absolutism owe freedom the duty 
to do all in their power to combat 
this danger and to preserve in
tact for future generations the 
rights of parents to determine 
the policy of education in their 
several communities. 

C.B. of the C. V. 

De Valera Given State's Wekeae 
By Act ef knmMf 

Albany. -Eamon De Valera, 
"president of the Irian republic/' 
was weleiraed in this city on 
Wednesday by Governor Smith, 
Mayor Watt, the State Legisla
ture and the people at lsrge. 

At the mass meeting,' at which 
Mr. De Valera was the principal 
speaker, resolutloha were adopted 
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urging the Government of the 
United States "to recognize the 
republic and to withhold all loans 
to nations holding peoples ia 
bondage." 

The State Assembly adopted a 
resolution by Assemblyman afar-
tin McCue, of New York, ex tend
ing to Mr. De Valera the state's 
welcome te the city and wishing 
him Godspeed in his mission in 
behalf of the Irish 
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Prince Ubeaiirski Yisjts Rochester 

Several thousand Polish cit
izens of Rochester gave an en
thusiastic welcome to the Prince 
and Princess Lubomireki at the 
mass meeting held at Convention 
Hall, Wednesday, fheKev. hi 
Klejna, rector of St. Stanislaus 
Church, opened the meeting, pre
senting Adam Felarski aschair-
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^^•••^^•"•* 

When the eqoinocial •tortt, from th* 
fir off C*rlbU*n, in d«adljr cooaUt 
nweta tht North Kinf'i icy btoit, 

theraitaocU dbir old Iriland wmitllig 
forber {tttuft. •agw to forget Mr 
pilt. ' 

G«m of the w«itern oce*p, with spirit 
•till unbroketi, you 'art nniltnft 
throu«h UJ» Um. , 

She i«et tiie dawn of tt—dm, m btat 
chkhM thiy grow W»tk«r, from the 
ruit, of «th«aee»dyeetf. 

Th« Artie current with a polar bear on 
a tnMadMroi»: ieeberf, from wild 
sod itormy IiibndorV t 

the Gulf Stream langoidly movbg, 
thtir w«tar intermimjle on £ • 
t^ndbeJika.opiioait«th«lriahahore 

The climatic chanfe is wonderfol, 2tn» 
is Unknown, the t Minshim and tat 
flower*, the rainbow antt the 
•howers, altogether can be jNeen, 

! Which tivtm b* thee .the andlapated 
name of BmersU Isle, and keeps 
the Shamrock evergreen. 

God's bulwark in toe ocean, aiknt 
raonament to His power,; stands, 
each and every craffgod reef. I subscribers, and wHt h e 

The sea Wr4« flylnf Inland, caJIingjf\,m^A*h^ if mm««•'**" 
loudly, whfla the gres* AthintieT*^w < , , , t t J ! * P | « « i 

tidal wave, swelling; proodlycomea 
to^rief. * •.'*'•"",. 

Ireland you have earned a gjk>rioas 
future, ever inthe psthofdsttger 

. •irivittgf« the right -
Surmounting every obstacle, thst 

jealooaly and greed, cooid conjure 
in theirmight. 

HlCRAIL W. "SCANLAN. 

18VOVC; 

ing with all ^ world as hi 
tic of' rights iaeteadof Wilti 
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The speakers of the evening 

were Prince Luborairski and Ma
jor Thadeoa Scarzynski of Pitts-
b^orghw^ has Jti« returned from 
Poland. Both speaken urged Rech-
ester Poles to be loyal to their 
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Caeaabett's SeJetattnwJkb Cearte. 

Csunibeirs second eenrse in 
saleamanahip at, the Rochester 
Bttsiness Institute will begin 
Monday evening, February 2, at 
eight o'clock. The demand for 
this course is a direct result of 
the satisfactory work, of the fill 
term coarse.' More than half the 
number to which the. class will be 
limited have already enrolled, J 
Call up the R. B. I. at once for 
the particulars. Stone 826. Main 

L-Adv. ~ ~, 

ofDailr3re|iin, 

portanity to 
not 

:i£m 

n|i» send 
Eamon de Valera, 
enoe, NewTork. 

wimsS<?A 

An army officer in Sooth Af
rica purchased for $1.80 in a 
Pretoria auscttao 
Ion oil painting, which art eritks 
declare to be a frieelsse misaias? 
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