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THE €HURCH AND THE LEPER i

Isolation, Reconnendetl By Onr Govemmelt Puctu«l By
Catholics Centmes Ago.

TREATMENT OF LEPERS IN THE MIDDLE AGEsS;,

The United States Pubhc Health Servxce resently express- |
-#d,in its ‘‘Health News,’’ an important but by no means new |
truth, 'in the formof a question: ‘‘Do you know that Isolation.
" is the most efficient means of controlling leprosy"”'l‘hxs truth,

confirmed by recent investigation and experience, is, as we|

have stated, by no means new; however it may not be gener-
ally known that this principle of treatment was observed even
in Christian antiquity, and that the ecclesiastical authorities
a8 well as individual priests and relmoul in later centuries
-devoted themse]ves with the greatestigve to the care of lep-|
-ers, sueh care
above enunciated. .

Division for Lepers in the Hospital at Caesarea.

In his history of the care of the poor exercised by the.
Church the sociologist Ratzinger repeatedly reports on the
care of these priests for the poor exercised under the guid-
ance of the Church. In his description of the great hospital at
Caesarea in Cappadocis, in Asia Minor, founded about 369 by
St. Basil and named after him ‘‘Basilias’’, he says: *‘Accord-
ing to its various purposes the hospital.... was divided into

_sections for strangers, for the poor, and for thesick. A sep-
.arate large section was set aside forlepers, those unfortunate.
~ ones, who, being cast out from human society, were in con-
stant danger of dying far from aid from anyone, without a
' comforting hand, without consolation.” The Bishops were
also ordered by a provnsxon in canon 21, of the &th Council of
Orleans (549), to carein particular manner for the lepers;
this provision was to the effect that, while the priests were
.obliged "to care for the poor, ‘‘each Bishop was commanded
te provide the lepers of his entire diocese with food and cloth-
ing.” Even this provision indicates that separate treatment
for lepers was recognized as necessary at that time,
' lsolat.ion of Lepers in the Illddlo Ages.

the oarly Middle Ages, built a separate hospxtal for lepers. In
his life we read that he erected 720 homes for the poor and
.one hospital for *Leprosi’’, that is, lepers. The custom how-
ever of isolating lepers was more generally observed at a
later time. After the Crusades, the Arabian form of leprosy
. having been carried into Europe, the Church devoted a still
more extensive care tothose afflicted with this malady. The
lepers, Ratzinger writes, ‘‘were divided into three classes:
" those afflicted with the lower, the moderate, and the higher
form of leproy. Those striken with the illness in its last-
named form were condemned to isolation. These afflicted per-
sons were considered doomed” to death by God himself, and
were led into their cells, in which they were to conclude the
rest of theirlives, under the observance of a special rite.”
‘The surrounding public, we are told, “‘were exhorted to mer-
ey and charitable kindness towards the unfortunate one, and
the parents or the church wardens were requested to hold
themselves ready to serve him at least during the next thirty
hours, in other words until he would have become at least
slightly accustomed to his new lot and surroundings. ...Such
2 lot ‘was sorrowful indeed, and even tragic, and yet the

" Church could not do‘more for.such persons, since human}

seience was not then familiar with any remedy for this
terrible disease; she did all that could bé done, by offering

the leper an asylum, by nursing him lovingly and by assisting |-

him in making his lot bearable through the inculcatiom of
hope in the future life. Physicians of a later age deny the in-
fectious character of leprosy, but science at that time was of
a different opinion and the Churchi was obliged to guide itself
by such knowledge.”’ It is interesting to note that the state-
ment from the publication of the U. S. Health Service justi-
fies entlrely the position taken by the Church in former days.
' “Special Care for Lepers.

The necessity of isolating these unfortunate ones from
‘human society because of the danger of infection, and, still
more, love and sympathy for them, resulted in the founding
and erecting of numerous homes and institutions for lepers.
In 1226 there were no less than 2000 such institutions in
France. In Germany, Kaly, Spain, and England there were a.

‘very large number of such houses at the end of the 13th cen-
tury and these institutions stood, at least in Germany, under
the patronage of St. George. ‘‘Each community, Ratzinger|
writes, ‘‘'yes, almost each parish had such a home for loﬂera,

. and in the cities there were several of them. Mathew Paris
' estimates the number of homes for lepers existing in Europe

- about the middleof the 13th century at 19,000.... A special
.chaplain was appointed to look after the relmous needs of
these unfortunate people.”” Where there were no separate in- |

stitutions for lepers, a hut resting on four posts-was built for
the patient in & lonely field; thisihut as well as all his belong-

. ings were burned at his death. His body was then buried be-
side thie spot-ou which his last home had stood. c

Particular Regulations Coneerning Lepers.

Other regulations assured the utter separationof such
afflicted persons from their fellowmen, and were strictly en-
forced. . Permission was given them only on certain-stated
days of the yeartd visit the cities, and even on these occa-
sions they were obliged to observe certain restrictions. Ac-.

cording to the authority quoted it seems that thesedays wire |
fraquently about two weeks befors Esater and one week be-}

fore Christmas. When lepers, came into the cities they were

.obliged to ebserve all the regulations imposed upon them at
the time of their exclusion, to call attention to their présence |

hﬂug directed by a recogilition of the principles|

" - Work and pray, every one.

{theirrattle. Alms could belaid|

dlstnnoe from the hut.

practice of isolating those afflict-
ed with this dreadful disease.
‘may be inferred from the fact
that, after the Orderof Lazarus
had heen founded for the, special
care of these people, Pope Clem-
ent IV. (1265—68) commanded
all lepers, under pain of excom-
munication, .to enter hoapitals
conducted by that Order and to.
transfer their entire possessions
to the Order; and the Bishops
were held responsible for the ob-
servanceof this command, Such
regulations apd orders did not
fail to produce results, The fact|.
is that in the course of time lep*
rosy ‘was eliminatedin Europe
whilein the Orient, China for in-
stance,the disease has never been
eradicated, Largely ' in conse-
quence of strict isolation this dis-
ease disappeared in Europe dur-
ing the 15th and 16th centuries,
and the funds donated for the
care of lepersand théinstitutions
provided for them were mostly
used for other charitable causes.

and other isolation hospitals were
erected with the means thus
rethzed (

Itwopld be a grateful task to|.
describe in detail the mild rinis-
trations of pious men and women,
especially of the Order mention-|;
ed above, among those afflicted
with leprosy; but this would be
beside our present purpose. Our
object is merely to call attention
to the fact that the,isolation of

lepers as carried out under the

auspices of the Chg_rch. especial-|,
1y during the Middle Ages. is en-
tirely in harmony with the prin-

ciple enunciated by the U. S.Pub-

lic Health .Service in the 20th
Century. -
C. B. of the C. V.

DE VALERA INCITY ©~
FOR CHRISTMAS.

Esmon De Valers, president of

Rochester visiting his mother,

Mrs. Kate Wheelwright of Brigh-

ton Street, during the holidays,
sent the following telegram to
the Irish paople Iate Wednesday

‘night:
To Griffith care Lord Hlyor‘

Dublm'

Greetings to persecuted people
of Ireland from the many millions
of Ameritans who love victory
and admire people overywhere
‘who will not be denied hberty.
- Enduire yet a little while. "
The year 1920 may see the Re-|
public of Ireland officially recog-
nized by the United States, and.
then final victory, after ‘750 yéars
of strugzle.

' Colleaguesand self are doing.
our duty. We send affectionate
regards to every Irish citizen. .

(Signed) DE VALERA.
De Valera will be in Rochester

|several dsys and then goes -toj.

‘Washington.
K’ tl:egetmg of the Friends of

Irish Freedom will be held early
in Janusry, when De Valera is
expected u speak

His Hofimu hu appomted two|

conferred seve dutlnetionl

npan Ilexiunn.
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they w;shed to buy, and to wel.r;
. {clothing' by which they would be{
‘recognized etc, Inn-keepers were|
forbidden to receive tliem urder|
{grave penaltloa They werealso|
obliged” to . warn people coming|
1near to their huts by means of}

for-them in a dish piaced at al

Papalcommandt.olsohte l'.opou: ;

The importance 'attached by|
Rome to the obsérvance of the|

Homes for the poor, hoepitals, |

the “Irish Republie,”” who is in|

prothonbtaries for Mexico, and

Cncul Problom

the Conditions .of Sorrow,
Trouble and - Danger
Brought Aboutby the
World th :

An event the 1mportunoe of
‘which it is impossible to exaggar-

|Catholic pulpit throughout the
United States there will be read,

on a Sunday to be designated la-
ter, the joint Pastoral Letter now
‘being prepared by a committee
representing the éntire Hierarchy
of this country. The Pastoral will
be the united utterance of every

American Cardinal, Archbishop

and Bishop. Not since 1884, fol-
lowing the Third Plenary Coun-
cil of Baltimore, have the Bishops
issued a joint Pastoral letter, Im-

. portant as was their pronounce-

ment at that time, the circum-
stances of to-day—the crisis that:
{now faces civilization, the acute |

atruggle between the forces of

utter anarchyand of liw and or-
der, of atheism and religion— |,

combine to give the message

which now will .issue  from the
American Bishops a gravity and
a significance of unpu'nlled im-
portancs.

The Pastoral Létter will ex-
press ‘the views of the Bishops
concerning all the problems now
confronting the*Church in. Amer-
ica, as thess problems were dis-
‘cussed at the meeting of the Hier-
archy at the Catholic University
in Washington' betweén § ptem-
ber 24th and 27th, of thig year..
Ninety-two Archbishops and|,
Bishops ware present at these|
sessions, and formed the Nation-
al Catholic Welfare Council—
which is the Hierarchy of Amer-
ica functioning betweer annual

‘meetmca through on Administra-

tive Committee having under its
jurisdiction a number of impor-
tant sub-committees,such as edu-

|cation, social work, lay societies|
|and the presé. At this meeting|

there was also formed the Board
of Home Miskiois and Foreign

| Missions, which is responsible

directly to the annual meeting of,
the Hierarchy. . .

Archbmhop HannaofSan Fun-
cisco is Chairman of the Adminis-]:
trative Committes of the Nation-
al Catholic Weltare Council, and
Archbishop Mundelein is Cluir«

Foreign Hxniona.

approved by Bishopsand priests,
and rapidly spreading throughout
the country, to liave all Catholics
receive Holy Communion, on thel"
Sunday when the Pastoral Letter
| will be read, forthe intentionsof |

Pastoral Letter. Those who have|
already pledged, ~themselves - to

asking these again to continue|}
‘the apostolate. - The heads of sév- [i

‘a8 to the importance of thecom-

‘manner the leadersof the Church,
are endeavoring’ to give-the en-|
| tire nation & message ‘which'will};

|aid the lenders of the people, and .
the people themselves, to arrive] =~ s
at a peaceful and just solution of| - The Archb

great problems now contient. | hi

the

|ing the whole world. These teaeh- |supporting
| ersare pointing outto the Church|ment
| tha’t WM the Cmmd- brane

l'llerarchy 'l‘o lssue
Jomt Pastoral%
Wnll Exprm Vlem Qf Cilrel u

Solutlonl Will Be Oﬂ'end fOl‘

ate will take place early in Jan- f;
uary, 1920, when from every |

man of the Board of Home and|

A movement is now under way, | o,

the Bishops, and of our'Holy Fa-| Fimll
ther the Pope,asexpressed in the| °

.eral educational institutions have |
' promxaed to instruct ; their- pupilu 'ho

ing pronouncement of the Bishops | H
‘pointing out to them that in this |

mid. And unluo the efforts now!
being made-by all men and wom«

man society are inspired and
guided by God'nnu. how nlmll z

Spwit speaks through' our Bish«
‘0ps:Their united veice will. nt the

on of good will to reconstruet -y

such' efforts prevail? Thq Holy '

opening of the. New Year sum- | ganis
mon us all to heed the everinsting | funds
and jmmutable ' principles - laid |depsr
down. by God Himself through|be.
Christ Jésusour Lord, Ifall Cath- [the
olies everywhereéin our country— |

the rich and the poor,. the Teaders |t '; ‘
‘and the led, all kinds and sondit-| Archb

ions of men—shall not merely lis-

ten to the words of our- Bishops, [pirtmen

bt shall also kneel down tmthor e

at the Holy Table, what & jemon-
stration the
Christian uu(ty! What an dnt«

pouring ofm will follow! ‘

* ‘

course of building areSt. Fran:

event will' be ol
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Among ‘the new’ hocpihbin‘

cis’, at Grinnel), In.; -undex. the
mofthoshuuoflué! and |

the new $200,000 hospital of th| &

also inr Iowu.

$500,000 gtracture..

8t Mnrm'at’l Dmgbtm Iun f‘

secured the 0’ Brien home in New |

Sistersof Mucy\(tlﬁnhallmm. blahon ¥

The Franciscin Sﬁhu otthc 2%
Green Bay, Wis., diocese wil| add | this pesitions.
to their hospital in Apphm l .

Orleans’ ss a summer homtfor "

working gir!i.

,4..

was dedicated by Very Rev. Mirts
euhn Provina.« ey
*At“ﬁmm Nda. a ]

Omhl. .il '
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lppoinhd Rev"l‘hom A.

“In England tbeu il a mnd or

sasociation for tn*in!at m'luﬁ’» :

|take this action are &iso.attively|] 2RI

| spreading the pledge among then-? |
friends and acquaintances and|

The c-tbolieGmhot Yoonn- 2 - »
towh, ‘Ohio, have batlt. a band-[o " 5%
some ¢church - costing $100,000, It] &

yak, Administestor otuonqwm wcigl

Hoart Sehool costing over $50,000 | PIed: .
was dedicated brtht thoyoﬂ‘.> DAL SRS

The Archbishopof St muu
mi.eu, '




