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"+ yery small numberof Catholics haye come forward to aid
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By Canen G. B. Cabnel Clnplm of lbe Blue Denls of che,
- aad ‘Member of the French ngl Commission. =

I am in America forbuta bﬂef tlme,ukcd by the French
Government to come here as a priest to seemy brother pneata
and tell them of the difficulties which face the Catholies and
the children of Catholics in France. But I have a message
also to the good Catholics -of America from'the Catholics of
France. May I give it to you who read this? =

For three years and a half I lived in the trenches with

the brave soldiers of France you know as the Blue Devils, I_ :

was called a Blue Devil, my friends—, but I tried always to
¥e a Blue Angel before my God, beforé my friends, and be--
fore France, and to_these boys who needed the cymforts and
“consolations of a perfeet faith in the midst of perils so great.,
T love those Blue Devils of mine. I know them so well, their
sufferings, their bravery. I have seen. them go forth to death
with a serene heart, trusting to God their little ones so soon
~to be left fatherless. They died as die the saints.
We were 80 saintly in the trenches, soready to die, able
to say bravely as we heard a shell arriving, ‘‘This one is for:

sary. When one of the boys finished his prayer, he would Bay
to the next, ‘‘Now, you continue!’’Night and day the prayers
ascended to God. There was never a moment that a prayer
was not rising from our trenches, And so often when a boy]
“would say, ‘'Now, you confinue’’, it was for him—~about to go
ever the topto face the fire of the enenw—the “now’’ of
the last moment. N

In another battalion we established Perpetual Adoration.
When we could see the tower of a church, we would say to
our boys, ‘Let your prayers join with thoseof the angels
whose prayers surround that holy tabernacle.” But when
" there were no chm:chal—only the mud of the trenches—we
would say ‘‘Your God is in Heaven. Send your prayers into
- Heaven’’, God was with us, in our hearts; our religion com-
forted and sustained us through all the terrible trials.

Once in the trenches of Alsace, I saw a young boy stand-
ing, The shells were bursting over us, and suddenly he re-

_ ceived one in-his shoulder. It threw himdown into the trench-

" es, and sunk him beneath the mud. One could not see his:
eyes, his mouth, hisnose. I bent to sdecor hun. murmuring
from my heart: ‘‘My poor bey!”’

“Father’’, he answered, as we lifted him gently from
the mud, ‘‘Please don’t pity me. This mud is noble mud,holy
. mud! Here all the mud upon my soulhas been washed away.”’

“My boy’’, I replied, ‘‘we shall pray together.”’

‘‘Yes, father.” And so we said together the one prayer
of the trenches— ‘Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us
now,”’ aud when he arrived at‘‘now’’ he died and passed into
the eternal glory of the Paradise of our God.

And as he died, pare in soul, sustained by the fntb of
our religion, so did thousands of others: die.

*‘One other time there had been a terrible bsttle and the
dead wereso many my heart was bleeding. As [ went about
among the boys that day, one of them was so joyous of face
that it was like a blow to me, whose heart was broken with-
grief. I could not but repreach him.

" ""Oh, boy”’, Isaid, ‘‘how can you b‘o 80 happy when my
heart is breaking?”’

“My heart is broken also, dear father.” he answered,

- “but you see I am joyous because tomorrow morning I'leave
these trenches and go to visit my mother who is a widow,
aged, poor and sick. Father, my mother is all the wotld te
me. I am all the world to her.”’

Even as he spoke a shell exploded, and literally cut hlm X
in two. He had but time to speak. There was no-plaint, no}

grief for himself, only the words ‘‘Oh, my mother!*’

My heart was torn. I thought to do something, to say
something which should sooth his last moments. ‘‘Boy’’, I
said, “‘tonight I become the son of your mother. "

‘“‘He smiled & beautiful smile. “‘Father, is that true?’’

“Yes, my boy. Die tranquilly. It is true.’’

“‘Sinceit is so, Father,”” he whispered, ‘‘tonight I shall
speak of you to your mother in Heaven.”’ He knew I hld lost
my mother. See the reward to me!

. Hismother is now mine, but there are things Just ong
man, though he be a priest of God—cnnnot do. There were |
1,500,000 men who died as bravely ‘as he, in the war. There
~ were 500,000 men “perdu,” as we say in France—that is, we
do not know what has become of tivem. There were 3,000,000
little children left fatherless. What of them, I can take care
of this mother, but who shall be father to these little ones?

In Ameries, in the first manth of the war, a society was |

forn;ed to glve help to these little children. Itconceived the
idea of giving ten cents a day to each child, to help it from
going hungry and cold and naked. All through the war the

has worked devotedly for the orphans of the brave soldiers
who died for us, It was with great concern that I learned a
rumor had been circulated that this help was being used to
turn Catholic children from their religion. My friends, thls is:
not so0. Each child helpad is left with its nearest relatives and
is breught up in the faith of its father. There isno mterfér

mit that most of the help has come from Protestants—only a

those helpless children through this organization. .Is it not a

ments? Yet it has been the case.

Toa devout Cathohe, thg Cgt

| olic of another: country,of mcthﬂ"‘
| race, is yet of the one bng'fnmilr SRR

‘These little childrenin France|:’

|are most of them Catholic " chil-|

A

the little ten cents a day to keep-
asoul and body together? The

child rema.mu in France, but you.

may write to it, and'it' will write

‘I to you, its Amencan godparent.

It you will write to Mrs, Walter

{S. Brewster of the Fatherless
‘Children of France, at Room 741, |

410 South Michigan Ave., Chica-1

go, who has been the generous

me’’! In the 67th Battalion we established the Perpetual Ro- friend of thousands of littleGath-

olic children in France, she will
tell you just how to help. *
Your American Cardinals, your

archbishops, your bishops, have

seen the letter whichI bear, writ- |
ten by Cardinal Ametteand mak-

ing his protestation against ‘the}

rumors that Catholic ¢hildren in-

Franée are 'being turned from

their religion. We priests of
France have given a sufficient ex-

ample of our faith, so that you
‘may know -we watch over our
{own, We arestrong enough to go

to any mother who fails to mend
her boy to confession, to church, |
and say to her: "Givo us your
boy! He belongs to us,” :
Atis mot for long such helpil
needed. Frante was very rich be- |

{fore the war, she will be very|
rich again. But this yearlifeis ]

almost impossible. Help is sorely
needed now and for porhapa an-
other year. Come you, and help!
And when arrives the moment
that you take your rest at night,
you will be able tosay with a
great exaltation of your soul: “I
have not seen the poor today: I

have 'not, visited ~the mick—my

duties have pressed me too hard.
‘But that poor little child of

France has received today my ten
cents.’’

It is a beautiful feeling, my
friends, and when [ seek my

couch tonight I- hal bless God |
and as a priest of

. bless you:
unknown to me, for the help that
you shall give then little ones.

at Notre Dnm Umenty

= Frank D. Commlly; uonot Mar- |
tin F. Connolly,420 Castlestireet, !

Geneva,N. Y.,  recently delivered
an address befor& the Chamber |

of Commerce at Notre Dame Uni- | -
‘|versity on “Direct Selling in
South America.” He prep:l'ed

his talk under the direction of |

|Rev. John F. O’ Hara, dean of the |

College of Commerce at Notre|

‘Dame anddealt briefly with the
South American
tion, the position of the United |
States in South  Ametican trade, |

business situs-

methods of selling andthe future

| of the trade. .
Connolly isa sophomorein tho i

forelgn commerce depsrtment of

|the College of Commerce at No-:

tre Dame. Heis an active mem-

Fatherless Children of Feance, as this organization is called [ Per of the University Chiamber of

Commerce which boasts a mem-

bership of students from 45}
states and from ten foreign couns”
tries. He will take an sctive part ]
part in a big Chamber of Com-

merce Luncheon next ‘Saturday,

‘1 at whieh Col. P, H. Callaban of | -

,dmn*—zhey\ sre, . theroforc, -the | HeCied
.| children of the Catholica of the {Presid
;world in the eyes of our God. ‘Tt |
is. as a priest that I apeqk to you
and say:. Give to -yourself this|
‘beautiful experiénce. Becomethe |
American'godmother or godfather
of one of these little children. |SUY:
| How miny of you cangive $36.560 |
that some ‘poor.child may have}
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Died—At Glasgow, Peter Me:|
Mlmll, youngest ‘son- of the late
‘Hugh McManus, Tnishmore.~At
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‘the late John Rmd buildcr. En*
piskillen.
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On eormpondanee heinz‘ ret&
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Giltrap, J.-P., said if the govern-

lowering the level of the Barrow'
from Monasterevan toLoughrea
they would get peat fuel from. the
distxict that would mpply tho
whole of Ireland. - .
N Louth
Right Rev. Mgr: Semve,P P..
V.G., presided at theannual pub-
licmeeting in wpnaction with the
distribution of prizes to the sue-
cesnfu] students of the Drogheds.
Techuical School. ‘A’ loemro was
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Louisville, Ky. and P.W. Brown, | memor

|editor of = ‘‘America at Work” 1
1 wrill lecture. ‘

sad thing that devoted little Catholic children have had ta
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