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" eonsisting of seven membara, These members ara Archbishop

- place among the great national churches of Catholicism.

.visitors to his episcopal resndence

&

" an anausl report of its doings, its needs and possibilities to
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AMERICAN HIERARCHY HOLD FlRST

ANNUAL MEETING.

~ Brief Summary 9f' Wprk Dene by Prelates.’
(Spoclql“ to Catholic jpurnal).

+ Ninéty-two Archbishops and Bishops were present atthe
first annual meeting of the American Catholic. hierarchy
which teok place in Divinity Hall at the Catholic University
of America in Washington, Septembar 24 and 25th. Cardinal

‘Gibbons presided. All the Archbishops were pment and the
opsning sceneof the meeting was most impressive. Only Car-
dinal Gibbons remains of the prelates who amisted at the.
Third Plenary Council of Baltimore in 1884, the lastfull as-
sembly of our American prelates. All the Bishops were the
" guests of the University during the two days’ proceedings,
and the pleasant weather added greatly to their comfort dur-
ing the long and arduous sessions of the meeting. The Uni-:
versity grounds, with their noble crown of buildings, and the
nunierous surrounding housesof the religious orders, lent
natural surroundings of great beauty and distinctior. The
most remote members of the hierarchy made long journeys
te be present at this memorable conference, among them
Bishop Jones of- Porto Rico.
The attention of the Bishops was Inrgely centered upon

-a eomprehensive and efficient organization of the episcapal
body. For that purpese it was agread to establish a National
Catholic Welfare Council to further the relxmous. educational
and sociul well-being of the Catholic Church in the United
States, to aid the Catholic press and to promote Catholie pub-
Ticity, to assist all recognized agencies engaged in foréign and
home missions—in a word, to provide ragularly and efficient-
Iy for all the public interests of the Catholic Church in the
United States.The National Catholic Welfare Council is made
up of Bishops only, but the admidistrator of any See is en-
titled to & seatat the meetings and enjoys a vote. In this
capacity the Bishops will hold an annual meating, and for the
purpose of conducting its busineas in the interval batween
'meetings, an administrative committee has been appointed

- Hanna of San Franecisco, Chairman; Archbishop Dougherty
of Philndelphia, Archbishop Dowling of St. Paul, Bishop
Canevin of Pittsburg, Bishop Muldoon of Rockford, Iil.,
Bishop Russell of Charleston, S. C., and Bishop Schrembsof
‘Toledo, Ohio.

Belgian Primate Speaks Before Cathelic Hierarchy..

The heroic Primate of Belgium, Cardinal Mercier, ad-
dressed the members of the American Catholic Hierarchy on
Wednesday-morning, September 24th. At precisely 12 o'clock
he entered the hail .of assembly, accompanied by Bishop
Wachter and other ecclesiastics, and was received in a most

“cordial manner by Cardinal Gibbons, Cardinal O'Connell, and
all the assembled members of the hierarchy. Ina discourse
of about thirty minutes Cardinal Mercier conveyed the
eternal and profound gratitude of the Belgian people to the
American Catholic Hierarchy and our Catholic people gener-
ally for the generous aid extended to Belgium during the
Great War. He said that close as had been the ties of Belgium
and the United States in the past, owing to the equally dem-
ocratic constitutions and habits of both peoples they would
still be more intimately related by reason of American gen-
-erosity and the common labors and sacrifices sustained sjnce
the entry of the United Statesinto the conflict. He expressed
his happy astonishment at the splendid growth of Catho-
licism in our country, and assured his hearers that he would
aever tire of describing to his people the marvels of both

charity and education which he had witnessed since his ar. |

rival on our shores. He then described at great length the in-

credible losses which the Catholic Church had sustained in|

Belgium, the murder and death of a great many priests, the
acattering of the Catholic flock, suffering by starvation and
deprivation; and other gross wrongs and abuses; and in par-
ticular thesad eondition of 800 churches in his Diocese, many
of them destroyed, and all brought into more or less delapi-
dated condition. He trusted that the Catholics of America
would continue to aid generously their suffering brethren in
Belgium who had hitherto never asked help from anyone out-
side their own little prosperous land. He said that very soon,
undér God'’s providence, Belgium would rise from her present
conditions ef misery and saffering, and would again take her

Cardinal Mercier remained to dinner with the-Bishops,
and after.dinner spent a pleasant hour mesting them individ-
uallyand renewing his acquaintance with several whom he
already knew personally, either as Lauvam students, or as

Five Boards or Departments were establuhed {o care for
the following general Catholic interests: educatlon, social
work, press and literature, lay societies, home and foreign
‘missions. The Board of Home and Foreign Missions is made
responsible directly to the annual meeting of the National
Catholic Welfare Council, whereas the other foar Boards are
placed immediately under the Administrative Committee,
which ippoint;l & Bishopas chairm:‘n of each Board, . Al_mder
whose direction and respoansibility its assigned work is car.
ried on. In-this way every important Catholic interest of a)
public or gemeral nature is henceforth provided for, and all,
Cstholic activities are assured of the immediate guidance and:
assistance of the entire episcopate. Each Board will present

the American hierarchy, whieh will ienceforth have both the
necessary knowledge and proper opportunity to further of-.
ficiently all our Cathelic: works, and can bring to besr en our:

| Swift, chairmanof the New York

National Catholic Welfare Coun-
¢il marks a great advance in our
{Catholic public life, and seems
indeed an inspiration of the Holy |
Spirit.

Other matters of importance
engagéd the -attention of the
Bishops during their stay at the:
Catholic University.It was decid-’
ed to- make provision for a full
and aceurate census of our Cath-]
olic population, also to urge the
more timely appearance of the
‘Catholic Directory. The new code
of canon law was discussed at
length in its numerous bearings
on the religious and ecclesiastical
life of the ‘people-of the: United
States, and it was decided to ob-
tain from the Holy Father more
definite instruction on various
points of practical imporiance.
Educational bills pending before
Congress were very generally and
earnestly discussed, and a com-
mittee of Bishops was appointed
to represent the views of the
American hierarchy in as far as
these bills might affect Catholic
educational interests,

In all, four lengthy sessions
were held, and when the prelates
separated it was with the con-
viction that their meeting wasa
Providential one fraught with
promise of increased welfara for
the Cathotic-Chureh in the United
States. Many prelates ramarked
that their, meefing was well
-worth all the sacrifices that it en-
tailed, if only because for the first.
time in thirty-five years they
have been enabled to come to-
‘gether and meet personslly. It
way noted that moat of the Bish-
ops were men of middle life, vig-
orous and active in appearance,
suggesting a long period of ben-
eficent Catholic progress in the
coming years.
During their stay at the Cath-
olic University, students of the
new St. Mary's Theological Sem-
inary were honored by the op-
portunity to wait on the prelates,
and to administer to all their
needs. Every .modern conven-
ience of a large deliberative meet-
ing was provided, and it was
agreed by all that nething was
left undone which could add to
the dignity and eomfort of this
epoch-making meeting of the
Hierarchy.

Cardinal Mercier to be Guest at
Big K-C. Banguet.

———————

-

. Cardinal Mercier will be the
principal guest st a dinner in his
honor.at the Hotel Commedore on
October 9, which will be. given
under the auspices of the Knights
of Columbus and affiliated Ro-’
man Catholic sociefies of the
‘New York srchdiocese. -The af-
fair promises to bring together
the greatest gathering of prom-
inent clergy ind Catholic laity
‘aver assembled and will mark the
firstopportunity the Catholics of
the Empire City have had afford-
‘ed them to publicly honor the
Belgian Cardinal. Dr. Harry P.

Chapter ot the Knights of Co-
Tumbus will be the toagtmaster.
The principal speeches will be|
‘delivered by Archbishop Patrick
J. Hayes, James A.Flaherty, Su-
preme Knight of the Knights of
Columbus, William P. Larkin,
‘Overseas Director of the Order
and other notable men. The re-
ception comniittee is composed of
Nicholas A. Brady, Ex.Judge|
‘Morgan J. O'Brien, W. R. Grace, |
Jom D. ﬁytn, Thetpas F. Ryan, |
William D. Guathrie, James J.
Hoey, Dr Harry P. Swift, and:
‘Deanis McSweeney. John McCor-
‘mick the Irilh %enorhas volun-

zenenl Cathohc ievdopmcnt dl
thestrength that ligsin the unit-
ed counsel and charity of the
.| hierarehy. The constitution of the |

‘ner atthe Oireachtasand atths.

‘Cemetery was very largely at-

teerod to ronder seveul pim
‘other singers.
street, New York city, is in
charge of the committes-which i
arranging the banquet. The Car-| .
dinal will leave, this city on Octo-

he will be the gueat of honor dur-
ing the Americanization celebra-

Day under the auspices of the
nghts of Colimbus,

Late News oflrslan|

&

c::-!ow
Anhonr sfter being bathed in
'Doon Holy Well, Kilmacrenan,
Danegal, Margaret Higgine, agéd
T, who.bad never been able to
‘walk, recovered the use of her|:
limbs, Her father, who livesat
Buecleuch street, Greenock, says
that much to their amazement,
“‘she toddled off in fine style, and
every day her legs are getting
stronger.”’ X
At 4 General Chapter of the
Brothersof St. Patrick, held at
Mountrath, Rev. Brother Boni.
face.0'Carroll, late Provincialin
Australin, was elected Superial
General. The following were
elected assistants: Rev. Leo Slat-
tery,Mallow; Stanislaus Slattery,
Tullow;Stanislaus Bargin, Mount-
rath; Adrian Keogh, India,
Cork
A deputation of lady medieal
students wwkedCork Guardinns
‘to-admit women as resident stu-
dents to the districthoupital. The
'matter was referred to & commit-

m\
Dublin

Henry Garrett McGrath, B. L.,
eldeat son of W. McGnth, K. C.,
died ina Dublin nursing howe.
He had a brilliant scholastic eas
reer, and in his shorttime at the
Barr gave promise of &~ bright
future,

Kerry
Married— At St. Patrick’s Re-}
demptorist Church, Athenry, by

cousin of the bride, assisted by
BGV Ml Rylﬂ. B Bn Gocyl C‘m‘
olin, brother of the bridegroom,
Dr. James Ryan, T. D, E/, Wex-
ford, sonof John Ryan, Tom-
coole,to Mary Esther (Maureen),
daughter of the late Morgan Cre.
gan, Kilorglin.
. A. B. Mbrrogh, sctountant,
Munster & Leinstei Bank, Kill-|
arney, is appointed manager, Tal-
low Branch.
_ Limerisk

The déath has occurred of Mrs,
Mary Foley, wife of James Foley
of Messrs. J. & G. Boyd, Limer-
ick, and daoghter of Michasel
Murphy.She wasan ardent work-
er it the Irish-Ireland movement
and waya prominent prize win-

Thomond Feis in 1902, The fu-
neral to Mount St. Lawrence

tended. .
Tipperary -
Miss M. G. Hogan, daughter of |in
T. Hogln. Nenagh, has paseed
the Junior Fellomhip of the Col-
‘lege of Physicians and Surgeons
(Ireland), taking first place.
Waterford .

Rev. Michael Kirwan, Diocesan
Impector. Waterford, has joined:
‘the Jesuit Order.

Mrs. Josephine Murray, wife
of Alderman Murray, Waterford,
‘and dsughter of the lateT. Pow-.
er, Shanaclune, Duithill, died at
her late residence, . the. Imperial
Hotel, Waterford.

Westmeath

Athione No. 1 R.-D.C. pa

voteof aympathy with the Cll"-
melite Community, Meate;on the |
death of the Very Rev. Prior
Whntlcy. ‘ -

3

and will, be. nuutad by oevenl_
Edward A. Arnold of 64 Wall|

{ber1l for Seranton, Pa., where|

tion in that city on Columbus!

 dentially than this one that you

Rev. D. Turner, C.SS.R.; rector, |

Comlnhng Prosel 3
In The Pllillippmes.

Now Hardships Cosfront Bishep,

Hnlmppd ByWuDﬂM, out of

‘Methodists Aboutto Buy cath. ders,

- Bishop's Head.

for the chrotie lack of funds has
‘baen accentuated by the failure;

among the pagans. Somse of the
missions ‘have - suffered merious|.
loss also by the removal, through
tom-nmntal action on the part’
of various nations, of many xeal-

ous, self-sacrificiog miukudn
from their fleld of labor, In ad-

dition to these difficujties; the
-Right Reversnd P.J.Hurth, Bish..

op of Nueva Segovia in the Phijl-
ippines, has been confronted by
the activity of Methodists, . and
has beenobliged to ineur debts in-
order to prevent the Catholie Stu-

dents’ Home which he had-opened
in Vigan, his diocesan eity, from
being sold to the Methodjats avey
his head. His predicamient, which.
we do not consider unique, is best:
described “in the 'Bishop’s -own
words. Writing to the Centrsl
Bureau of the Central Societyin

the Bishop says: .-

Gift Came at Critieal lomont.
“....In a few wasks I will
round out my twenty-five “years

came more opportunely or previ:

sent me. It is really hard to make|
onds meet. Articles of food now
cost double of what was their
price a year ago, and then it was|
Lhigher than any one here thought]
it could ever be. )

But that is not my only dif.
ficulty. You know that the fool.|
igh,—perhaps I should rather say
villainous~-carrying out' of war:
measures took the Divine Word
MissioAries from their promising
field of labor here.I had to replsce
them as beat could be dowe, but
the many mission schools ‘which| -
they had started snd" Kept up
-with the aid of their friendeand
bencfutors fell completely on
| my charge, and though I find it a

mynelf .to _discontinue thase
‘schools as long as thers is any
possibility of keeping them goiny.

Forced Into A hnhut.

‘would -have been on the- “street,
‘and for & Hme ludc liuply At
powsible..

The: war has. uudb» th; lot Qf“ tha
the Catholic missionary and ‘his|rows
|spiritual superiors. hard indeésd, |in m

of the warring European nations | rel
to _contribute in. their wonted|show'y
“[mépsure to the worthy causé'of|gitt
the Apostolate of the Faith|wa

8t. Louis, in acknowledgment.of |-
leontribution for his mh-iou, ,

of experience as missionary Bish- | '
op, and I do not know when a gift|-

dutnuinghurdcn,l eannot bring |

,wuntlnn.

Along with this, T have Been|
forced into  purchase, which etn-|-
barasses me 'very much finsneial- |
Iy. The case is as follows: There|
ure hete at Vigan three Protes-
tant Students” Homes. To resist]% .4
in some ‘way that most terrible  rapn £
‘schéme of proselytising we open-|
| ed aCatholic Students’ Home, bat] 1
inw rented building. Last year have
we eould not get the owner £0 re-(n. .l o7 nia:
new the contract for afixed term, |y 1o
beesusé with everything eles,| = .’ '
{hotse rents wers constantly on|
[the rise. Noother in any wayl4:,
equally iuitable  building: was
available. At the end of April
|discovered that the building was]
being bought by the Mathodists
for & Deaconiesses Home and at |
'price, which under other circam.|
stances I should have considered.;
exorbitant. The same sect Hasa]y
Students’ Homie'also, with which]
{otirs has been miaking & veryl, .
'strong competition. With the pur:|- In
chase of that building our Hosis

olic Students’ Home Over' [torenl s

thnltuaﬂonllvhich mm 4
of Nueva M ' :
though it is - . is by we
mnmm‘um .
where have their old ‘and w
problemis. They sheuld ha stdeell
in their labors by gendrets
scriptions; and Amerienss should
be particularly quiek to-
bo the call for-fusds for - th bl
siond, sincs weof all thi
natienn of the wuldhwm
odthlcnt from the war, -
‘gn.mho,v.‘

Shoﬁ Nom vf

dollars, u.mm.ﬂ, in the
UniMShM

“The Bluhop ot N
0'Connor, endprses the '
of the Friendsof Irls Jom,
calling for $100,000 iu . W
read in all the chorchn ‘of Ih-
'diocess,

PRSI b

The Catholic Alumna Fidm-’
tion {s now orgsnized in twelve
States., At Mnt it hll Ly m
bquhip of 235
increase in two M aﬂt
'nee mth!bnl. ’

mmnaimn otmi
has forty-six scsdemies fer.g
Bo-tonhu nln. I.onilvﬂlt. ﬂ»
toon.

Wu
‘the. great set: gallories of, ﬁg
United States. - S«Q‘Iﬂ
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