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ERNST HAECKEL AS A MAN OF SClENCE

Deceased Founder of ,Momhc_smen Convicted Uascientific
Methods AndA Ignorance.

Dangarous Tend»enéy of His Teachings.

Press reports advme us of the death, at Jena, on August

. 10, of Ernest Haeckel foundar of the monistic system of

philosophy, for many years professor at the University of

that city., Haeckel is considered one of the foremost among:
the disciples of Darwin, whose theories he popularized, and

-extended in their application to the descent of man from the

brute. For a number of years a bitter fight has heen waged

for and against the philosopher of Jena, the authorof the

Natural History of Creation,the World Riddles (Weltrathsel)

and other writings advocating the teachings of Darwinand

preaching materialistic Monism, Haeckel’s own peculiar phil-
osophy and Weltanschauung. While his friends and admirers
praised him as a light of first magnitude onthe firmament of

Science, as the founder of a new system and as the great

liberatorof a benighted world from the folly of anthuated

traditional views concerning the creation of man and man’s
responsibility to his Creator, others attacked him most bitter-
1y, robbed him of his cheaply earned laurels and convicted
him of forgmg scientific proafs to support his theses, and
proved his ignorance, not only of scientific methods, but of
his own principles. Non-Catholics.as well as Catholic men of
gcience have subjectel his teachings and methods to the
keenest criticism, with the result that the famous *‘Man of

Science! long since has been discredited in the eyes of ob-

jectively thinking men.

The Judgment of an American.’

An utterly disparaging scientific opinion on Haeckel and
his work has been passed some seventeen years ago by an
American, Professor Frank Thilly, one- -time member of the
Staff of the University of Missouri. In 1902 Thilly delivered a
lecture on Haeckel before the Sage Philosophizal Club at Cor-
nell University in the State of Naw York. Histreatise covers’
some nineteen pages of argumeut,” t‘rom which we quote only

the concluding summary:

’ “We have exarnined Hzeckel’s phtlosophy and have.
pointed out its inconsistency and inadequateness. -It violates
the fundamental requirements of scientific hypothesis; it is
not consistent with itself, and it does not explain the facts.
It is so full of contradictions’ that it3 opponents will have no.
difficulty in citing passages fromthe "World Riddles’’ con-
victing the author of almost any philosophical heresgunder
the sun, while its defenders will be equnlly successful in
proving by means of other quotations that the charges are
unfounded. There is a great deal of truth in what von H’aft-
mann says with respect to Haeckel’s philosophy in his “Ge-

- gchichte der Metaphysik'':

** “Haeckel is therefore an ontological pluralist, since he
considers nature as a plurality of separate substances (itoms) :
a metaphysical dualist, since he assumes two metaphysical
principles (force and matter) in every single substance; a
phenomenal dualist, since he recognizes two different fields
of phenomena,; - ... a hylozoist, . ... & philosopher of identity;
a cosmonomic monist. ... and a mechanist’...””

““The fast is, Hueckel's philosophy is no system at.all,but
a couglom‘eration of different systems, a metaphysical pot-
pourri, a thing of shreds and patches. Perhaps thisis one of
the reasons of its populsrity: Wer vieles bringt, wxrd jedem

. etwas bringen!

- “‘Hwmeckel’s ‘World Riddies’ proves conclusively that no
" man can neglect philosophy with impunity.’’

No Further Claimsto Reputation as Scientist.

The criticism of Hseckel and the monistic system offered
by the Protestant Biologist Reinke, Professor at the Univer-
sity of Kiel, is no less bitter or just. In his treatise on Haeck-

" el's Menism and Its Friends’’, the Kiel scientist presents the |

" unscientific nature and the unwarranted claims of the sys-

temin their true light, and repeats his.statement, made in

the upper Chamber of the Prussian Diet: ‘‘Gentlemen: The
preservation of theold world-view-with its honest progress
in knowledge gusrantees the continuation of our intellectual
culture, while Hzckel’s materialistic Monism seems to imply
naught but a relapse into barbarisma’’. Noris Reinke more
sparing of Haeckel’s claimsas a scientist, Referring to his ut-
ter lack of objective criticism this author says: “‘Through his|
lack of critical judgment Hzezkel, in the eyes of many, drops

-out of the ranks of the biologists who have aright to demang .

serious consideration for their work; naught is left but Haeckel

"“the fanatie, who seeksto gain by force, through the Monis-

tenband, mastery over the minds of men, There is no longer

any trace left of science or of scientific methods,”’
“Terrible! Makes One’'s” Hair Stand on End:"’

Numerous non-Catholic s¢ientists agree with Reinkein.

their estimate of Heeckel as Biologist and Ph:losopher, —such |

mén as v. Bier, Drieseh, Steinmann, Paulsen, Branco, and
othere, O. D. Chwolson, u Russian, Professor at the Imperial

University at St. Petersburg, aftera thorough mveatlnnon

.. of the World Riddles sums.up his ommon thus:.. -

“Theresult of our inveatigation is terrible, —one mlgbt
say it makes one’s hair stand o1 end! Evérything, absolutely
everything Haeckel says in connection with questions of
physical research.is false, is based on misconceptions or be-
* trays an almost incredible ignorance of the most fundamen--
tal questions. Even of ths law which hekimself-has' made the
{odestar of his Pmlosophy he does not possess the most rudi- |
" mentary knowledge. Equipped with such utter i ignorance,
however, he considers it posslblo to declare the foundation of
madern Physical Science, "the Kinetie Theory of Substance,

-

.| Haeckel has maintained this at-
1titude only as regards Physics?

the grandest achlevement of the
Jhuman mind, the Entropic Law, |
or the sécond basic principle of
‘Thermodynamics, must be relin-
1quished. Can it be possible that.

We may well assert—and with
:perfect safety,—that he has ob-
‘served the same attitude towards
the many other branches of;

.or only touched upon in his book.
Haeckel's World Riddles are typ-'
ical of those writings, whose
authors ignore and despise the
Twelfth Commandmient: Thou
shalt never writeabout anything
thou dost not understand....”

“Normal Scientific Conscience

Lacking’’.

The Pretestant Church Histor-
ian Loofs alse denies Haackel’s
scientific claims and his aspira-
tions to honor as a biologjat. I
believe, he writes, ‘‘that I have
proven that Professor Haeckel,in
‘the (theological) chapter of his
book investigated by me, by
drawing from the most despic-
able literary trash,-by passing the
most digparaging judgment on
things of which heis most egre-
giously ignorant, and by the em-
ployment of a style and bearing
unsuited for scientific discussion,
yea, for any occasion,—that by
these things he has shown that
he lacks a normal scientific con-
science.... A manwho is capable
of Judgmg and of scoldmg with
such an absence of conscience in
one branch of knowledge, which
is attainable by scientific atudy,
can not betrusted to be careful
and to display sincere love of
truth in any ﬁeld of scidntific
effort....”.

C.B.ofthe C. V.

Catholic: Summer School
at Cliff Haven, N. Y.

CLiIFF Haven, N. Y., Aucusr 21

A new epoch was reached in
the musical and dramatic hit of
the Catholic Summer School last
Saturday evening when Gilbert
& Sullivan’s famous opera, “‘The
Mikado”’ was presented by an
amateur company under the direc-
‘tion of Paul Martin' of Brooklyn,
head of the Summer School’s De~
partment of Music.

- The splendid ceremonies in
honor of the Bleased Virgin took
place as usual on the Feast of the
Assumption last Friday.

Four lecture courses were given
during the past week the mocio-
lomcal class, which -has been go-
ing on for two weeks was contin-
ued by the Rev. John O’Grady,
Ph, D., Catholic University of
America and Secretary of the
Committee on Re-constraction,
the National Catholic War Coun-
cil, Washington, who spoke on
“Poverty and Relief’’. At 11 each
‘morning Arthur F. J. Remy, Ph.
'D., Prof. at Columbia University
‘and lecturer in Fordham Univer-
-sity, gave “‘Studies on Medieval
Literatures. At 12 the Rev.Joseph
M. Corrigan, D.D., Prof. of Dog-
matic Theology at St ‘Charles
Seminary, Overbrook, Pa., spoke
‘on *‘Phases of Catholic. Llfe and:
the Present. Opportunities’’ ’, and
in the evening the Rev. Michael
J. Mahoney, 8. J., gave four lee-
tures on the “Stnte snd Civil
Authorxty ”

*+ The~ keynote of - the sermon
 preached at the High' Mass last
Sunda by the Rev.J.1, Corrigan,
8. J. of Bosten, was the influence
of the Blessed Mother. -

The Rev. Michael F. MéGhin-
ness of Paterson was the presid-

ing; the Rt. Rev. Mgr. Michael
J. Lavelle, of New York and the:
Rev. Bernard Bogan of Plainfield,

as untenable, and to assert thnt one, o;_ée grandm Pperhapy

science which he has treated of |

'ing officer at the family gather.{

A Chmese Opmmn of |
~ Americans,

recently a letter from aChina-
'man, Li Moy Foo, of , New Yorlf

1 The Roll Call of Nahont. '45' i~‘;- .

; | From Frionds of Irih Eudo-“-'
The New York World printed|

280 Breadway, New York.
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City, that-is- worthy—of—some
thought.Here are a few extracts,

“'If a Chinaman may be permit-
‘ted to suggest, wpuld it not be
possible to found a better and
‘more lasting peace upon the Ten|
Commandments ‘than upon the
Faurteen Points?....., Why does

‘years, . try the experiment of
‘founding a state upon’ the teash-
ings of its Christ? -
~The
West had been at war for and
because of its marketu aver since.
your modern civilization was
created,

“When the guns of Germany
worked destruction to the cathe-
drals of France, we heard you
weeping aloud in your market-
places because of the loss of the
architectural beauties of Rheims
and Louvain. Not one voice was
raised in honest protest because
of the desecration of the Inner
Tabernacle. ,

“I attdek not your Christian
religion, nor wouldI compare it
unfavorably with ouy Confucian-
ism. You, however, do not prac-
tice your religion. With you a
commercial relation comes first
in-all things; the moral relation
is forgotten,

*‘Lusting peace wm come only
when you accept honestly the
teachings of the Christ whom
you now only pretend to wor-
ship.”’

The above opinion of Westem
astandards is held by more than
one of our Chinese correspon-
deht's countrymen. An evangel-
ical worker in China.declares that
many of the hundreds of coolies
‘returning ‘tJ that country after
their war-time work in France
are taking back unfavorable re-
ports of the nobility and sincer-
ity of Weatern' ideals as exempli-.
fied it ‘Western life. Now is the
time, if ever, for implanting in’
the Chinese mind the right.con-
ceptionof the true ideals of West-:
era civilization, the ideals of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. The mind
of China.is opening for impres-
sions; American Catholics have
before them the. mignificent op-
,portuni’ty to make these impres-
sions ambrace the saving truths
of the teachings of Our Lord°and
Suvior, Jesus Chrub

‘trade reatrictions beget WA

1—King -Albert - of Balgmm eon«

Thomas F.
madal

‘ferred upon Mrs,
‘Ryan, of New. York, the
of Queen EliznbethN

the Cen
September 14-16 in Chicago., This
great and econstantly active so-
ciety has done: much to better
and remedy the evnls of the
‘times. .

In the Houa ot Rapresenta-
tives, ‘Hon James A, Gallivan, of

remarks the ‘‘3ocial Construe-:
tion” ‘article of ‘the, National
Catliolic War Couneil, by itscom-
‘mittee on special war activities.

(RTINS,

Tand; visits his diocese of t mauy‘
islands, in a m-plane.

The erhop of Covington has
issued an order strictly enforcing
the leginhtion coneerning sacred |
‘Chureh mnnc.

Rev. Dr. lelmm H. Ketcham,
Divector of the Bareau of Catho-|
lie Indun Missions, has been ap-

N. J. were the speakers.

. pointod Domestic Prelate.

not the West now, after 1900

“We Chinamen belisve that|

‘Massachusetts, embodied in his'

*. Mgt. Cleary, Bishop of Anek-- 1)

‘dungreons of great Empires,
Finland!—and thnd answers.
I am free!” .
Poland!—and Poland muma
“I am free!”’

Slovakis: g:vu the same glad-re-
sponse,

Belgium!—and Belglum arises|.
from her ashes to proelnm her
liberation; -

Jugo-Slovonh!wandJngo-Shv-
onia cries *'I am free!”

Ukrainial—and Ukuinil lwells
the glad chorus,

But turn to the small mtiou
which have long rotted in the:
dungeons of the British Empire,
litting mlnlclad hands and an-
guished voices inunheeded sup-
phcation. Not one of them ¢in
join that joyful chorus—not one
of them can answer “‘L am free,"”
Inatead the British Empln to-
day displays itself in its true|
colors, shooting down the goaded |

peasantry of Egypt, making In-
dia one vast grave of 32 millions |

slapghtered by starvation within
ayear, occupying Irelind as san-

armed camp with 180,000 soldiers

meludmg Sikhs. and Gurkhas,
equipped with machine giing,
tanks, sirplanes, . bombs, hand|_
gronadn. flame throwers and

|{every refinement of modern ‘mil-

itarism! Yet between the small
hations which have recontly besn |
liberated amid the applause of
the world andthe small nations

{ still suftering continuous martyr~

rdom ‘under the heel of British
militarism, the-only difference ix
the purely materis] one that the
oppreswrs of those liberated na-
tions were vanquishedin the war,
while the British Empire has em-
erged not merely. vietorfous but
with its territory, the numberof:
its helpless subjects and its pow--
er vastlyincreased. In principle,
according to any atandard of

right or jusfice, there is no dif-

ferenice whatever. Yet the Eng-

lish- Empive robes itself in virtue:
and assumes the leadership of thie:
concerto! civilization, even as-

'suming the title of protestor: of
small nations!

But insvery quarter of Eng-
Iand”s mighty Empire her slaves
are rising. TheIrish people, vet-
‘erans in the-onuse of human lib=

[erty for 700 yeirs, lead the re--|

" Ivolt and are detérmined that the
mask shill be torn from Britain

tions which long lmzuuhed in them
| 'rhomn Dowling, Bige

Cuchqulovqku'—-md Czecho- |

| Holy quiir, )
Dublin, by the-.

to Margaret Mary, di v
| Thomas. O'Fmamy. ’Dnblin.

oRk «
At Cork, 'in. the. l(umtor hnl'l-
‘ing semi-final,Cork defeated Tip+
perary by two gosls four poinﬁ
1| to two-goals three points, - :
Midleton U.D, C, passed um'
o! condolence with “the relatives
of the late -Rev. C. 8. O‘Gouwt, v,
'P.P.; Canteer, who ‘was for meny
yem a curate in the town, -
& Dublin,
‘ 'Hq-t Ray. Dr. Miller, O, M. L;
Bllhop of ‘Johannesbury, sdmin:
istered Confirmatiop to close g
200 childnn in Killin.y and Bnk s
Iybrack, - ‘ {
The inaugural address - .m, ‘
cohing Catholic Truth, Confes
ence to ba held in Dublin, ae
usual i’;\Oetobcr,will be dﬁlivgnﬂ
dminmhhod ronrn en nm L

’m

the lste Capt. J. Roan. vhw
killed in France, was blawi
:;th dynamite (i:: mf:?‘ :
rial groa vesn.
_The- 'ioor&'mhr st Ke
was largely’ sttended
Courtney and otlnn mh
several jnteresting
‘were given to alarge
Married—At 8t. Mﬂ Dath
e Church, Dover, by tiws Rév.
Wp' Gnd" P B&, 45
Foices, George G

ilbset, M. ¥
8., son of Mi, and Mre. G
Timpeon, Hornsey lane, Londeif’
to Finny, dsughter of lr.-‘ i
Mri, Maurice Ncllicn. i

Dingle.

leﬂok
_Very Rey.. Johncnm 1’0'&”
wanced age. Ho was a nltﬁl'
Tipperary and wasa bretherof
W. Powar, V. 8., Tipperary, sué
of L, Pomp V. Sn m
his sarly days he was C..C
Doon and ‘Cappawore, - wod ks
fora oonddarubh time in B
bead, whire he. mnndmi
P. et Kﬂholy, whuh m

yoars. Thres years agohe

bptad’tho golden jub i!
ordination. ‘He was
fgurs in the Lead M
Nuﬂonﬂhum
s p

‘and the truth be shown toall men |
'and nations. Itis particalariy the)
task of that major portion of the|

Irish Race which has found
| homes and. liberties i Americs,
and which hias paid Ameries for|
them by toilin peace and- devo-
tion in war, to wage this battie of
truth against falsehood .till the
aroused opinion of smdnkind:
makes Englind & parish’ amoiig:
nations unless she ceases from:

toher slaves,

Race in Amorica today, a work

requiring dmtion, unrcmittin;

effort and money. Thé money

mult bo mppliod tbmﬂr tho
id th

W
‘would vindieate his ri:ht tu thut

| title is to give, givetd the limit|

of his own reiources; and work
‘unceasingly to secure the assist-

The National Treasurer, Mich-
sel B. McGreal, 280 Broadway,
‘New: York, awaits:the respon

rof your extr udsmolu

This is the work for the Irish| %

ance of all Americans té.swallihe .
{1rish Vietory Fund to donblo tho
{two xbillions asked, -

me I P.Gnnﬂciry

on a visit from Roste t5 ki ‘

d.J.l.Oonﬂ.ldlmuh
‘Tipperaty -
The aamual . anniversary
quiomlnu‘fofthmol
ml olﬂn Isblut ‘Rev,- K
o, Arctiblahep of Cashel ol

{heriniquities and mnu ‘fmdon thedn




