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- "culm' and amost exaggerated sense of modesty ¢an not be
-~ -appreciated by any shallow unbeliever. St. Gregory VIL is
)

" the Church for the fact that ‘“Abelard, a spiritual genius and

- ‘bellator ab adolescentia--a knocker in vuigar parlance—and
- Saints! Why it 'would be more ridiculous than to-have Saul

| of this genius. ‘He might *‘start something,”’ as the saying is,

! only Hastings’ Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethlcs, but

 'work with 8 moment’s attention. What 'must we think about| %4
Mr. lloeklm s abeottive and false eassy?
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“THE PASSING OF THE SAINT »o

A REPLY TO AN ATTACK ON THE CHURCH’S POSITION
ON SAINTHOOD

INTHE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF SoC10L0GY, PUBLISHED BY THE
UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO.

'

“Written for the PréssBulletinsof theCentralBursaubyF.H

IL :
Legendsand Lives of the Saints.
In particular certain Saints seem to Ybe very displeasing
0 the professor who feels wroth atsome story or legend that
either has no foundation in fact or which he has distorted.
Thas regnrdmg the worship of relics,” whichheé says—most
falsely — “reproduced in Christian guise allthe phenomena of
fettishism’’ he adds’ in a tone of compassion, quoting the
Summa, “the custom even received the sanction of the great
Aquinas.” St. Gregory the Great was by no means the first
to write the lives of the Saints, as is known to every student
of Church history. The ActaMartyrum were much earlier,
- {See Catholic Encyclopedia.) The reference to St. Anselm
appears flippant and shows that the writer khows little if
anything at all of the wrxtlngs of this great doctor, of the
Church. In the quotation from Lecky on the martyrdom of
St. Perpetua, who is espezially dear to every Catholic because
her feast together with that of St. Felicitas h beqn made
universal for the Church by the Iate Pius X, and théir names
are mentioned every day in thesacrifice of Mass, the motive.
of her suffering i3 entirely missed. The St. bouis who was
forced to ‘‘shun all female saciety including that of his moth.’
er" is-probably misread for St. Aloysius Gonzaga, whose pe-

vindieated long ago in history especially by the Gernfan his-
torian G!rorer (Gregory VII. and his times, 7 vol.) who from
Protestantism turned tothe bosom of the Roman Catholicl’
Church; and the clumsy epithet ‘’the Politician Hildebrand"”
simply shows how far Mr. Meeklin isbehind the times. The
-expression theopathxc type, “*found in St. Francia®, is in bad
taste and wanting in proper respect. The opprobrious refer.
ence to St. Theresa and to the neurotic states of femats Saints
is highly offensive.The latter criticism is borrowed'trom other
authors, as the quotation marks indicate, . but no names are
given, We have a recollection that the strange medical work
by Krafft-Ebing usessimilar-expressions - which are by no
means grounded on facts but flow frdm a-degenerate imagin-
ation of the writer. A priest begging absolution froma. poor
female servant whose charitabledeed he had misjudged isa
highly ridiculous vagary of a dreamer, and the subsequent
comment on this questionable morality in which *“the individ-
" ual becomes a law to himself, ”’ strangely ittustrates the talge.
+hood which appears to dominate the author’s mind.
Misstatement of P\u-pose of Canonization,
Canomzntxon and its purpose is repeatedly and most gross-
1y misstated; it is looked upon as an unrivaled instrument on
the part of the Church in eliminating undesirable variations
In this connection the author pours out his vial of abuse on

‘oneof the most brilliant intellects of the Middle Ages, is ex-
cluded from the catalogue of the Suints.”

The high esteem entertained for Abelard is really amus-
ing. It shows how little the real character of this man is
known. The nams of Abelard has been celebrated by modern
writers we believe for no other reason than that he was a vir

had some unsavory relations with Heloise, asharrated in his
Historia Calamitatum. Itis for such reasons, it seems, that
thesympathy of the modern un-Christian world has been ex-
tended to this unfortunate man.— — Abelard on the calendar of

among the prophets. It certainly isapity that Professor
Meeklin was notconsulted by the Church as to the subjects|.
for canonization. He ‘might propose the name of Abelard,if he
+thinks that miracles have been performed by the intercession

but he must follow the rulesand lawsof the Codex Juris
Canonici.

‘These extractsprove sufﬁclently how the professor is en-
tirely unfit to write on the subject of Saints or the Romsain
Cathelic Church. - Q si tacuisses, philosophus manasisses, The
pohcy of silence would cover a maltitude of ignorance.

Criticism of Miracles.

The superficial criticism of miracles deserves a passing
‘notice. Tﬁe old misstatement is revamped that '»‘th'e_,xmmglu
stitation of men; they are sprung from the pious needs of an
uncritical age; the miracles alleged to have been wtought upe
on those who sought help played & most 1mporunt part in the
canenization of Joan of Arc by Pius X. in 1909, Of course
they did and if Mr. Meeklin has any idea of canonization, the
the exuctmk accuracy a3 to fact and nature of miraculous
events in connection with canonization, he would at least re-
spect the belief of Catholics and would cite in a foot note not

would qliote after careful reading the Catholic Encyclopedia.
We wonder whether the learned professor has éver beard of
the new Canon Law, the Codex Juris Canonici which gives
all the details of this process, in Lib. IV, Par 2a canon 1999— T
2141, (Catholic Encyclopedia. Supplement Canon Law.)

" If a modern writer wants to.acquaint us with the history
of bankingin the U. S.'and inhis book distorts facts and
moreover omits to mention the Federal Reserve Bank, - we

consider his efforts a complete failure and do not dignify the|

sonable state:

taught by ‘the Church, viz.

not get in this life

the final destiny.
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that may meap. —The authorre-

man side.”

possible &8 a Protestant Saint.

sind excludes weorks

tification are cut off by

der theban “Undoubtedly,”
we read in the Question Box, p
152, “many outside the bod

the Catholic. Church,

cht ey possessed

' Rochuster, N..Y,
‘l‘ho“Social Ideu” Parumount'
. Ithecomes plain to the observ-)
ant reader that there must be
{sore in themind from which such |
'Meeklinian offensive and unrea-}
! emanate,
Probably we are not mistaken if
| we gather from the author's acat-
.| tered expressions that has a dis:
gust for the conception which he
| has formed of the Saintand the
attitude of the Church towards
the Saint.As a modern saciologist
he is naturally imbued with the
ideal of human society asthe be
.all and end of all human aspira-
tions, As was seenin the articles
on Evolution printed in Bocial
Justice, everything must be social-
ized, the school, the Church, the
club. The Church and religion it-
self are only some means of social
control. Sainthoodisin Mr.Meek-
lin's mind only the outcome of
the social values -of the age, The
Saintin ghe Middle Ages may
havebeen a social factor,but “‘“the
Saint is out of place in a_demo.
craticage.”! We donot seem to
go astray when we say that the
| entite outpouring of Mr, Meek-
lin’s inconsiderate, unhistorical |
and irreverent attack on the
Saints and the Roman Catholic
Church is prompted by a strong
feeling against the great aim and
endof every individual soul as
to
know, serveand love the Creator
and thus save hissoul. This evi-
. dently is displeasing to the pro-
fessor, He would chafe at the
thought that there is another
world, "a supernatyral Kingdom
for which man should strive, The
Christian in Baptiam has renoun-
ced Satan and all his pomps, and
the world and concupiscence, and
‘has given himself over completely
to Christ, the Redeemer of his
gsoul. The Christian’s lifeis in.
deed in the world, but notof-the
world, Temporal goods must. be
for him a means to love God and
obtain happiness which he can
This is the
only reasonable- and dignified
‘| view of man's existence and pur-
{pose in life. Only crass material.
ism and base athéism such as isi
tfound in the writings of modern
evolutionary sociologists; can
dare to deny this noble and ex-
cellent aim of man’s life on earth.
The Saint realizes this aim thor-
oughly and clearly and shapes
his actions 80 as t0 make sure of

"The Protestant ideal of ‘‘the
Saint'’ also comesin for ashaip
criticism in the introduction of
Mr. Meeklin's article andagain
in the last pages. Orthodox Pro-
testantism, we are told, emascu-

lated the idea of the Sdint by
making it theological —whatever

fers to the striking vitality and
charm of the medizval as con-
trasted with 'the Protestantidea
of the Saint, due to “the recog-
nitionin the former of the hu-

We may leuve it to our Protes-|
tant.brethren to ward off the at-
tack launched against. them by
tive professor. We have atill tofo
hear of a. Protestant Saint. Con-
sistently with the Reformer’s|
doctrine there is no such thing

The Lutheran Jultlﬁation by
faith aloneis essertially unmoral
of heroic
virtue, The very meaans of sane-
ucing
the 7 sacraments to 3. Protestant
contempt for Saintsand veners-
tion of Saints puts the Samt un-
80

P. igina,” a little paper devoted en-
y of
and éven
{among the Pagans have been re-
markable for their natural vir-
tues, and often they had super-
natural faith; hope and charity,
possessed by virtue of
elr umon with the lonl oi#

To bo eoneluc!gd next week, *

Prld-y. Apul 25. 1919 .

vlmmaculgte~Concephon.

University of America have ap-.
pointed Maginnis and Walsh of
‘Boaton as architects of the Na-
tional Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception,the great new church:
which it is proposed toerectat|o
Washington on the grounds of
the Catholic University. Mr. Ma-
ginnis and Mr. Walsh are widely
'known fortheir akillas'af'chitecta
and for their experience in church.

bailding. With them will be as-
sociated Mr. Frederick V. Mur.

phy, Professor of Architecture tt
the Catholic University, It is
probable tpat the plansof the
newchurch'will call for a Roman-

large audience. The sanctuary of
the new church will be large
enough to seat comfortably t:hc1
entire Catholic hierarchy of the
United States, and to provide for
all religious ceremonies on a gen.
erous scale,

The National Shrine of the Im-
maculate Conception wias planned
about five years ago by Bishop
Shahan,at the suggestion of many
ecclesiastics and members of the
Catholic laity,as.a tributeof hon-
or ard gratitude to Mary Immac.
ulate, patroness of the Catholic
Church in the United States. It
is proposed to raise at once the
sum of one million dollars to be-
gin the great work and earry it
to a reasonable’ completion, leav. |
ing to Catholic generosity in the
future the responsibility of inter-
jor finish. One hundred thousand
dollars have been already sub-
seribed, mostly in very modest
sums,fromajl pll‘tl of the United
States, andit is hoped that with
the-conclusion of peate the great
and holy work will be taken up
with much vigor,

This magnificent churech will
gerve also most appropriately as
a memorial to the Catholic sol
diers and milors who have fallen
in the war, and will. thus perpet-
uateat the National Capital the
memory of our Catholic patriot-
ism at the greatest crisisin the
'world’s history. It is hoped by
the Trustees of the Cathalie Uni.
veralty that within the next five
years this splendid memorial
church of Mary Immaculate will
be under roof. A new attraetion
of general Catholic and artistic
interest will then be added to the
National Capital. .

Itis believed by our bishops
and clergy that every Catholic in
the United States will wish to
contribute to. this great monu-
ment of the C;thollc religion,and
‘thatthere will be little difficulty
in se¢uring the million dollars
needed at the present stage for
this holy enterprise, that marks
wonderfully the complétionof one
greatera of Americanism and
the beginning of another and
greater era in which the bene,
ficept religious and social forces
e.Catholic Church will hava
free ﬁ%&y on the widest scile.
Pius X, of happy memory, was
8o pleased when Cardinal Gib-:
bons laid the great project before
him, that He inaisted on making
a gernerous, contribution to the:
work, uymx that he, too, owed
everything to the love and the
protection of Mary.

The good work.is carried on at
predént by means -of ‘‘Salve Re-|

tirely to the erectionof the Na-
tional- -Shrine - of Mary Immacu-
late. [t isunder the direction of
Rev. Dr. Bernard A. McKenna of
the Cathollc Umvernt{l Wuhmg-
ton, D. C., to whom all offérings
should be sent in aid of this first|
t monument to eur Bl

essed
other bythe Cathelics of the|

Natlonal Slmne of the‘

The Trustees of the Catholie|

esque edifice of majestic propor- |
sions, capable of seatinga very|

|death were tragic i the extreme.

curlow
The death of Peter Murphy.
Roscat, recalls stirring Land|
Lengue days.. He was one of the.
organizers of the historic meeting:

crowd utlmatadtonumbii thirty-
five thousand. . At the timethe
Land League was looked uponin
some quarters with suspicion, and
the people were urged against the

tended by Michsel Davitt, He
‘was not allowed to address the:
Tullow meeting and jn conversa-
tion afterwards Parnell expressed
his indignation at this.
Cork .

Cornelius Q'Neill, Clerk of Pet--
ty Sessions for Blarney, Ballin-
collig, and Farran, has died. He
was a son of John O'Neill 3. P,
Glanmire, *
In recognition of the nuecou!ul
efforts of the Very Rev. Father
Thomas, O. S. F. C,, in wettling |
the recent trades disputes, the
Cork Trades and Labor Council

glass window in the anellun
Chureh, Cork.

feit at the announcement of the|k
death of Rev. Daniel P. Harring- |
ton, P.P., eldest son of Mr. ;nﬁ
Mrs, Peter Harrington, Iuches,

place unexpectedly on February |
4 at Los Angeles, San Francisco.
The deconsed was afina typeof
Irish American priest, having

mission in the United States. He
was of fine physique, and was
universally popular.and esteemed.
The circumstances attending his

He wrote to his parents  that he
was returning toIreland fora
holiday ‘and . would soon be with
them. When lia came to New
York he could not succeed in get-

the return journdy he éontracted
influenza, which rapidly develop-

intended journey to Ireland was
that o his unexpoctod and un-
timely death. ,

Dublin '

Montgomery, 79 Connmaught St.,
Phibsboro’; were. interned in

youngest British woldier who
served inthe Crimes, he was ie-

full honors.
., Limerfck - *
The deathr has taken place at

layo

Abbey at whi¢h a campaign was
initiated for the. acquisition of

antry.Rev. John Noote, Adm.;

‘geated District Board.
- Tipperary
Married— At

el Clifford, Bank place, to Kath-{
leen, daughterof J.J, Fitzgerald, | ¢

Heniry street, Tipperary.

st his residence, Liseahill, Thuries

nited Shtel.

at the age of 92.!10

LatNawsal rland =2

held in Tullow in October, 1879, |
at which thelate Mr, Parnell and ;"
other Irish leaders addressed m |

danger of attending meetings at- |

| practical lines, hut because of ‘the e

{ters. All that waa

have decided to erect a stained’ ‘l

Deep and-sincere remt willbe {8P
Eyeries, Barehaven, which took|® F

spent more than 20 years in thePetp

ting a passport to travel, and was|
obliged to return to hisparish.On |

ed, and he only lived a few daya. |?
The first news liis parents receiv-|*
ed after his latter aunouncing his|9*

|to sympathy with Eagland, ni,
The remains of the late Edwnrd '

Glasneyin Cemetery.Being a Cri- |
mesii veteran, and, i fact, the|

corded a military funeral, mth ‘

and Conor Maguire, Claretnorris, |
spoke. Negotiatioris have bueen|
opened for the sale of the farm |seskin
either-direct or through the Con- {52®

The Rev.John Weod, retired. Pi' thﬂ
P., of Upporchurch.‘l’hnrlu, died | Yok

Tnbnte‘to K. of"f
War Worl:

" Cardinal Gibbonl.‘ discuseing
the Knizht&ot Colu ald-

“Your or‘lniution i lookd
upon with the greatest favorinm
France, whers thousinds upow.
thousands of the Youvg men of
this country who' ‘'w - fight
for America- and de
remaiir, The reeson lies not only "
in the fact that the .work of your .}
organization ‘wasalong efficieat, ':

|mannerin which the work iteell
was done and the h\mnnmnom
al touch that was put fntoit, -
“Arnian soldiers were made 5
tofeel that the cigarettes,candies; .
food and the many convenienoes.
[that  were - furnished by the . i8
Knights of Columbus really m'”
{rom home—waere sent by the fa-
thers, mothers, bmlnn nd it-

the boys by thctuhhu of Oo-

Otherwise, tln work of M

after the Cuthollcboyu,whj
thceolauww’ldhunbnumlt
lexing task. . ’

"As it waa-the Kolghts steg: -

ped into the opening. Their organs:
{eation focmed the basie fob ¢y
machinery neciusary MM.
plish that" important work, :
“The American bishops wire
meeting at Washiogton about the
time President Wileod's
ation of war was jssued. ]

copy. to the White Hodse. The
benefits that Amdaunuﬂu g

mnylrhh whomnoﬂulbd

there were thousands of otlser-
menand Mwho MM
lllyon ﬂufmu. :

the Parochial House, _Billybrick‘-‘ And
én, of Rev. William Ryan, P. P. |.

A meeting was held at l(lyo P

the Ruttledge farm for distriby. | succes, f
tion amongst the -adjoining ten- |

o 'be kept:
St. Michael's| . -
Church, Tipperary by the Very |
Rev. M‘r R"n, P.. P-, V¢ Gn of
Jarhes, only son of the late Mich.

a8 educated
at 'I'h\u'hl. o




