I

?

ly?
r, and

ithout |

itina
1e.

4 wear
Metal
Then

0.

'nae 5.

1ds

82 Malw

W |l EfeeBIcW

o e o

e s e S

30th Ye-r. No.

“THE PASSING OF THE SAINT”

A REPLY TO AN ATTACK ON THE CHURCH’S POSITION

ON SAINIHOQD

IN THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY, PUBLISHED BY THE

UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO,

Written forthe PressBulletins of theCentralBursau byF.H.

1I.-

Mr. Meeklin most stoutly affirms that the early Christians
had no fighting faith, that intellectual virtues were of little
value, thatthere were no acientific interpretations of the
teachings of the Church.

We ask ourselvesin astonishment, whether he has ever
read the Acts of-the Martyrs with their overwhelming exam-
ples or fortitude, and the writings of theearly Fathers and
Apologists who exhibited an intellectual superiority both in
speech and writings which would do honor to our present age?

_ From the persecution and suppression of the early Chris-
tians he gathers a theory of morality that has been styled by
Nietzsche *‘Sklaven-Moral” and the modern professor stoops
8o low ag implicity to subscribe tothe discarded philosophy
of the German degenerate, _

What seems to vex the professor most is the attitude of
‘*otherworldliness.” He has not underatood the very prineiple
of Christianity expressed by Our Lord: *‘If any man will fol-

low me, let him deny himself, take up his cross and follow ,

. (Mark 8, 34. Matth. 10, 38; 16, 24.)

It happened, 80 the professor asserts, that small groups
of early Christians emerging from persecation under Con-
stantine with their ideals could notmeet the demands of the
rapidly expanding faith. Social activities were entirely ne-
glected by the early Saint.

“There was still the sharp distinctionbetween the world-
ly and the otherworldly, the natural and supernatural.’* But
_the Church of the Middle Ages adopted secularizing tenden—
cies and she managed that “'no saintly ideals flourished that
did not receive the sanction and enjoy the sympathy and sup-

port of ecclesiastical authority.”” Here for onze the author -

expresses what is evident to every Catholic and fair-minded
student of history, viz. that the striving after Christian sanc-

tity is a work ofthe individual under the direction of the

Church. *‘The otherworldly ideals of Peter Damiani, of St.
Bernard, of St. Francis of Assisi never soared heyond the
-authority of the Pope; but this was only in the secularized
Church."” We must give Mr. Meeklin credit for this acknow!-

edgement of the Pope’s authority. In this he is unlike Sab- -
batier, who, in hislife of St. Francis, has so reflected the fact |

on his concave mirror a3 to make the great Saint act against

the authority of the Pape. But the *‘secularized Church’’ is
another fanciful dream of the would-be historian.
Mistaken Conceptionofthe Saint.

The position of the medizeval Saint, so the professor con-

tinues, was qast in the spiritual solidarity with the world,and -

thisis to him “an interesting paradox’. But thisagainis a

conclusion of a distorted mind which he bolsters up witha -

queer quotation from the entirely unreliable Froude. **The
patriarcheal regime of the Middle "Ages, he asserts further,

‘brought the Saint nearer socializing than at any other period |

of history. His sufferings and interceasions and also his su-
" perior mind were looked upon as most valuable assets by
other members of the community.’’ Their love of the contem-
plative life is not to the liking of the profassor.

This passage allows us to look at the mwconceptxon in

the author’s mind. He views the Saint, asit were, in the

making, & man who makes a proféssion of being a Saint. This
is not the Saint in the eyes.of the Church. The one honored
as a Saint isone who has finished his mortalcareer,who after
his holy life has beesn carefully examined and his intercession
snd miracles atiested has been proncunced as worthy of the
honors of a Saint by the Church. It is well knownthat as a
rule 50 years must elapse before the process of beatification
is taken up. 4 ]

Evidently Mr.Meeklinhasin mind a monk or religious of
the Middle Ages, wholives apart from the world and makes

the striving after religious perfection the aim of his life. It is .

true that many of the Saints have obtained their Sainthood
as members of a religious order. But any one acquainted

with the calendar of Saints has ready before his mind any -

number of men and women who have ot been members of a
religious order. The confusion arising from setting up his
-own arbitrary and obscure definition of a Saint and consider-
ing him asone who is s Saint during his lifetime, adds to the
gloomy confusion of the paper.

It is, nodoub$, apparent to the people when menlike St.
Stephen suffer and die for the faith. Examplés of holiness of
life as that of St. Francisof Assisi werenot all hidden, but

. often excited admintion and veneration for the man during

his life time. Thevox populi miay often have been the vox

a Saint and worthy of the honor of the Saint by the Church.
Legendsand Lives of the Saints.

Mr. Meeklin’s bad hamor regarding the Catholic Church
is inevidence all through the essay; this notwithstanding the
fact that he refers with apparent reapect to standard Catho-
lic works, like St. Augustine’s TheCity of God. St. Thromas'
Summa. the Bollandlsts Gregory the Great: Lives of the

doubt whéthér the professor has really seen and read any of
these great publications. At any rate unbissed readers, even
Promtnnu. hlve obmned dxﬁorent vnews of the Chnrch

To-be dmcludod next -woek

b i
1 resignation of C. F. Furloxé ‘former well known citizen of

Dei. But, we repeat that the Saintin theacceptance of the
Catholi¢ Church is-oné who after his death has been declared

| Church, Kingatown, County Dub-

1C.C., assisted by the Rev.Jerome
ict X1V. But the intelligant-reader-is-foreed to-

| Mathias Donovan,Rockhill House, way, C.C., Bulgaden, tobe P.P., i
Castiemahonand Feshensgh. |W. F. Pndm«@ln receptionibe
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From a palnting by P. Dnchmndcn

He ls Rn.ren |
Late Nawsnt Irelandl

Much regret was felt at the| Patrick J. Mulllgan has becﬁ
ideath of Robert Keely, P. L. G.,/duly admitted 3 member of the
{Dublin, which oceurred at hisjsolicitors’ profession and intend,
Cork jresidence, North Circular road.|practicing in Ballina. Heis u son
Messrs. J. C. Dowdall and Au- The deceased for many years hadjof P. A, Mulligan of Charlestown
gustine O'Connor have been nom-'been’'s member of the North Dub-|and first cousin of the-Most Rev.
inated for the vicancy on Corklin Board of Guardians. Dr. ';ll‘é;ﬂiéﬁ,Biih‘k@i 6]! Aéhéﬁrg.
Harbor Board caused The deat The death took' place in the
h of George Gooke, & Mercy Convent, Ballinrcbe, wf}
Mother Peter Daly, Mistreas of}
Novices, at the age of 61 yean,
jover forty of which had beeén
spent in the community. A grand.
niece of thelate Archbishop Mac
Hale, she was very popular, .

Brother Bernard Dunlevy, O.'Dublin, occurred at Hampstead,
P., died at St. Mary’s, Cork. in'London, at the age of 76. HQ wa2
the 78 year of hisage. jchief publisher 01: the pionee

Daniel J. O'Sullivan, 563 West!81fpeniny faper ° The Echo,”
street, New York city, died of. and gubaequentvly filled a similar
pneumonis, He was a son of D,|Position on ““The Star,”” under T. T
J. Sullivan, a native of County|t- O Contior, M.P., and later pro- pperary her of
Cork, and grandson of the latePTictors. He was also identified Rev. ML P. Dobill, brother o
Profeasor John W. Glover, of|™ith Catholic journalism, and at/Fatber Dobill, Mount, Mellaray,

. :enmmittce ii eompdnd of lu.;
W, A Gl‘limr. ““9 G Bt m .

|Mayer, Mrs, L. W, Muier, Mrs, .
[JamerO”Har Love, Mry J. A",

‘|livan, Mrs. B, l(eKonM. M . |
- J 0’00“0!‘, m Bo DuﬂY| ull

.{Cs Hi. Kelly, Mrs, Fred. SM ¥
lln. P, .I Burh. S

[Doath of Sister M. V(um J....;.

"ISt, Jweph occurred it Nusareth 4

- |herself to the little onea confided
‘|to her care. In the death of this *
N [devoted - religious

' {greatioss. Siiter Vincent Joseph
- {wasa-graduite of - thrUmliuf‘

~Ivistets, Sister M. Britta. Gl the -

Mrs. J H. Lambett, Mrs: Ohlrhl

Kreag, Ml;l Margaret  Barrett,
Mrs, P, H, Murzay, Mra, D. Sul»

i
D. Curranm, Mrs. Fred Beiler, Mry. -

4.

i
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Tl;q dnﬂa ot Sistir M, Visesmt:'
Joseph Hanley, -of -the. Sloters.of

Convent Sinday mirning, Apeil |
18th, 1919; alter & short illnems. -
For thaput . five yaariSister .
Vincent Josph war eagayed in '
temching in the Cathédral Sehod
of this-eity, where she-lsbared
with much success And uﬂhtd

land  efficiomt -
teacher, the sisterhoed -of whieh .
she was amember sustine s

Convent, Sligo, Ireland.. -
 Sheleaves s mother, Mrs, M,
Hunﬁy of Eiphin, Ireland; five

s

Sisters of St/ J‘opoph, Roem
R.th. Treland: Mrs, J. Olhh‘..;
Mrs. Dnlmmdiiu K.Huley, -
all of Ireland; two brothers, M. -
Hanley of Imlsad and. the Rev.
Joseph Hanly, 8.8.7,, preident.
of tho,‘?’plmny Collcgc. Bglﬂ-‘
’rﬁefunmlmmd Tamhy: %
morning~ st .9:80 o'cloek frem’
Lady Gh-pol -of 8t Pntrhk’:

requiemn wmbyhcbmhr
the Rev. Joseph Hanley, ¢f Bal-
tiniors, M(d., sesisted by the Rev.
J. Fi OHm. mo(thﬁf _

: o and brother-in-law of Mrs, Debill,
Dublin, we! am one time owned the well known/2R
2:’;1‘;’1!;;:;“? '._'x’)“ R °°m| Poser onthly, ““The Lamp,”” and other|Mile Tree,Clonmel, died suddent

brought up in the Iace business,[CAtholic publications.
but preferred the theatrical life. _ Kerry
The Schull Guardians by a ma.| Very Rev:D. Flymn, P. P., V.
jority of 12 to 6 rescinded a reso-F., -presided at'the cbeequies of
lution in favor of amalgamating|the late Sister Mary Angels Kel-|
the union. The L. G. Bosrd inti-leher, = native of Dingle, w
misted unofficially that the union|funeral took place from the Mer-| |
would be amalgamated on thel’Y Convent, Drogheda. There was
31at of March next. ; s large attendance of clergy. The
Married—At St s chief mourners were: Maurice|,
y Kelleher, Dirgle,brother; Mrs. T.
0’Donnell, Dingle; sister, and
Mrs. D. Galvin, Mallow, sister.
Limerick

‘Most Rév. Dr. Hallinan has ap-jby Mrs. C. M.

Hichul
lin, by the Rev.Patrick O'Byrne,

'O’Calhzhun, C.C., Dublin, cos-
-into the bride, and Rev. Daniel

Byrne, C.C., Booterstown, William pointed Very Rev. John Ryan, P.|E. Fitzgerald, llrl.John lchnv. )

ot Somerset Strund, 8. Africtley,

ﬁon stroet, Mrs. Frnnk l(cAugr g
|ney is general chairman of the
arrangements. eommime.udmd’ . modcll._‘ de

F. Murphy, Cork, to Annie M.|P., Ballingarty, to the PrebendMrs. E. A. Keenan, Mm. .'l.~ . ;

Dénovan, -daughter of the lateof Ardeanny, and Rev, John Con-|Mason, Mrs. Frank Sweed
Mrs. J. J. Kavansugh sxd .

Gmuh Blarney.




