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“inner office. H
Tom Benson [Soked up. Gray was the color of hairand
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-

Blessmgs

The last straggling gloams of sunhght had bade farewell|
+to the windows-of-mill andshop, which a few minutes before|
they had playfully gilded. The curling rings and tunnels of |
smoke that now rose frem the tall ¢himneys of these hives of

industry told of a day that was spent.

Within theoffice of the Doyle-& Benson shop, -where the

daylight had not long vanished, Dan Doyle, one of the pro-

prietors, leaned his fat elbow on his desk and listened while

Jean Larochelle, his dlerk, talkeed in his soft, liquidtones, .
+ *“Fine thing, Jean! Nice custom!’” Dan remirked.”

“‘Yes. Well,good night, Mr. Doyle!” Jean’s dark, expreés-
sive eyes flashed and his tall, lithe figure swung out of the door.

**Good night, boy.”’ Dan Doyle rose and ventured intoan
**Hello, boss!” he called cheerily as he entered.

eyes. But the eyes were bnght sharp, and revealed a mind,
keen arftitalert.

“‘Wake up, old man! The holiday didn’t'hit you hard like
Jean!” his¢hubby-faced partner continued.

“‘Darn it! Massachusetts didn’t rieed another hohday-—
antil some fool decided -we ought to start the New Year—
loafing!’’ Benson exclaimed.

Dan Doyle whistled—the other's ire made llttle impres-
sion on him.

“Pethaps ' Dan thrust his hands into his coat pockets.
“*Kind of a nice thing —Jean Larochelle was justnow telling
me. 'Tisa French customfor the young peopleto go back|.

_home on New Year's Day—all the sons and daughters—and

%neel down and ask for their father's and mother's blessing!”’ {.

“Um,"”’ Benson grunted but listened.

‘*‘Yes, Jean'spent the day in Brentville,- and theyhad=a],
family reunion—all journeying back home on that day to get
theold folks' blessing. It'is a French ora French- Canadian
custom!” -

**One of their good ones!*’ Benson admltted with another
grunt, .

"Say ' Danglanced at the pileof paperson the desk.
“‘Going to work all night, Tom? Ican’t. The Wife is waiting.
Your New Year's resolution must have sounded like the poet
Hood — ‘Work, work, work'!"”” Witha laugh, Dan vanished,

Bensor settled himself back in his chair andtook up his-
papers again. An instant later he dropped them from his
l{ong, lean fingers.

**Blessings, blessings,” he repeated, and aquick pain’

* ghot through his henrt ““Confound these French and Irish

with their customs and their lingo!"”

But his quarrel was not witheither he had mentioned,
Hut with his own thoughts and himself. :

He liked Dan Doyle, his cheerful, honest friend for
twenty years, When they had butlittle andnow much success
“they had stood together and stood thetesting well  No, it
was with himself that Tom Banson argued.

He drew down hxs desk, locked it and walked out of the
office.

But his inner dlsturbance had not abated when he
rexched home.

““You're late again tonight, Dad,”” chided the dark-eyed
girl who met him in the hall andbrushed his cheelc witha
* light kiss. *‘Isn't it s fine night, Dad?”’ '

“Yes, Bab, '’ he:asseated, but his voice lacked vim.

Elf-lxke. eager-eyed Barbara viewed all the world as
wappy. *‘Hurry to dinner,-Dad! We are going toa party, you.
&now!?

“Oh, 1 forgot'" He usnally forgot such mcxdentall.
b Who is going?"’

om, Anne and [."”

“*All hands,” he commented.

‘tyes. We told you all about it—the Allens are giving it.”*

A comfortable fireside and home lights had not eased the
aching in Tom Benson's heart. Hethrew aside the newspaper
that he had made a2 pretense of reading when. x few minutes
Hefore the trio comprising his family had come to say a merry
word of parting. There wasTom. his only son —agood, manly

«<hap—the Jaughing,little Bab and the more demure and staid
Anne—all off foran evening's pleasure. And he wasalone!

“1'm blue!”’ he pondered aloud. “*Dan Doyle's nonsense
- about the blessings—"" he paused and a swift memory came
of & girl whohad pleaded with him. **Send me away with
your blessing, Dad,” Bltterly he had refused, "I'm anold|.
fool!’” he sighed aloud.

But, like an on-rushing current, memory would not be
stemmed, and Tom Benson sank back in his. cbair with half-

osed ’

b Y:??nother yéar had hegun How did it findhim? Lack-
ing in many things. The wife he loved dead these ten years,
yet whose presence was ds realasif they had parted but

yesterday: Death had snatched her away before she could
enjoy the profits his children held so lightly. e was lonely |
tonight; it was heart hunger. Then his retrospettive called

turned away from the image of his sweet-faced eldest

gaughter:
< o did my part, God,”” he murmured aloud. *Yes, it was

all this Church! {haven't hated it. I held my childten toit—

dedrer than if it were my own faith. I was trueto the trst
and promise given, but—""'

Tom Beénson paused again and reflected. He had even
sought td embrace this faith—when God took from him what
he loved most—his wife, and bade him enter with a sacrifice

n his hand in anger, he drew back. He waited. Then under
the influence of his own dear child, Lilly, he was ready again
4o accept the grace when once more God and thisChurch had
robbed him. His Lilly had left him to becene a nun.
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Dxed—-Decembcr 22.-—At hll'

| residence on Church street, Tul-
‘|low, Lawrence Patrick, second
son-of the late John 0'Toole, 2
Stonybatter, Dublin.

Cork '

Rev, P. M. Marphy, P.P., Cas
tlemartyn, acknowledges the re-
ceipt of subscriptions amounting
to £134 to the Captain Donelan
Presentation Fund., .

'The-death has oceurred of P,
O'Brien, J. P., Clareville, who
was foryears a member of Mallow.
Board of Guardians.

The Diamond Jibilee of the
Veénerable Mother Mary de Pazzi,
of the Midleton Presentation Con-
vent, has just been celebrated.

The convent was founded 65

years ago.
Dublin

Recently Brother Vincent Tim-
mons, while on his way to morn-
ing devotions at the Artane In-
dustrial School on Sunday morn-
ing, died suddanly. He was bomi
in London 88 years ago, and was
for 70-years a member of the Or-

der. He was some time atthe No-

vitiate, Waterford, and wasaf.
terwards in Clonmel, whence he
went to Lwerpool and ‘was Su
| perior for a time in Tralee, Naas,
Enniscorthy,and Nenagh. He had
apent the last thirty years in Ar
tane.

His Grace the Archblshop of
Dublin has appointed the Very
Rev. Michael .Flynn, P. P., Dun-
laven, to the Subdeaconal Pre.

bend of Donoghmore (and Por-

tion), in the Diocesan Chapter.
Kerry

The death,from influenza pnen-
monia of Denis J. Mulvihill, which
occurred ‘on December 8 athis
home near Listowel,caused much
regret throughout Kerry, where
he was well and widely known,
He was oneof the brothers of

‘Sister Anne Joseph,of Coneordia,

Kansas, of the Order of St. Jo-
seph. He was only 25 years old.
His brother, Father Michael Mul-
vihill, is pastor at Goodland, Kan-
sas; and another brother, John is

theauthor of an excellent story,

deahng with Irish home life, now
appearing in the columns of The
Chicago Citizen.

. Tipperary

'Nenag‘h‘ Urban Council have
decided toimprove the local water

and
the necessary plans and apeclﬁ

cations are being prepared for
submission to the L.G. Board.

Rev. James Dunne, who died
at Mattoon, Illinois, aged 30, was
a native of Rossoulty,County Tip-
perary.

Sister Aloysius, Superioress of
St. Mary’s Hospital, Grand June-

tion, Colorado, and Sister Mary

Marguerita, who, from pnéumon-:
ia following influenza, died with-
in four days of each other at the
hospital, where both ministered
as members-of the Orderof Sis-
ters of Charity, were daughters
of thelate P., Heffenan, Crogue,
Tipperary. The Tipperary Guat.
dians passed a vote sympathy

I

back another face. “With a cry of pain and bitterness the mari

|Lir. Graigue, Nenagh,

with John. Hefferman on the}
tdeath of his sisters.,

Private P, Kenna, reported as|

dead, prayed for in the local
church, and whose obitudry no:
tice appedred in the local papers,.
has returned to hls‘ home in Ne-
nagh.

Sister Gregorie de St, Joseph,
Little Sisters of the Poor, died a4y
Fulwood, Preston, in the 53rd:
yesr of her age, and the 26th of
her religious life. She was a
daughter of the late P. O’Brien,
and sister|
of J. O’Brien, merchant, Castle
strest, Nenagh‘

‘Gmn‘n

. Itldly, Febru-ry 2, l’l’

Forelgn Mlmon New

missions for the year. 1917 isat
hand. It shows that nine bishops|.
and 127 priests passed to their re-.
ward. The Paris Foreign Mission
Society lost the greatest number
~—27, and the Holy Ghost Fathera
come next with 17 apostles left
on the hard field of battle in Af-
rica.All the congregations suffer-
‘ed rather more severely thanusu-
al, which is not surprising, con-

times,

It is repirted that a number of
Irish ladies have formed a medi-
calsisterhood for mission coun-
‘tries, These women doctors and
students have all pursued cours.
es in the large Irish universities,

the Chinese Mission Society, and
will consequently work first for
the minionp in'China, If their or-
ganization grows they will no
doubt-extend their ministrations:
to Iidia and other pagan lands
where female medical practition.
ers are much needed.

HEARTY THANKS FROM CHINA.

Letters written by 'missionar-.

just now reaching the United
States, but readers must remem:
ber that China, Japan and Afncu
are along way off,

Bishop Faveau, C. M., of Che
Kiang, China, was making a pas-
toral tour at the holy season and
passed the feaat of Christmas at
Kain tsenn, at which time he did
not forget to offer thanks for
those who have helped to lighten,
his many .burdens, While going
through Hu.chow he saw tho
three missionaries who work in
that district, Fr. Legrand, Fr.
McArdle snd the young native
priest, Fr. Fou. The district con-
tains zhout 3,000 Christians, scat-
tered in thirty stations. and Mgr,
|Faveau finds that since his Iast
visit in 1914, great progress has
been made, owing to the zeal of
the missionaries and to the help
they have received fromi Amer-
ica. New posts have been opened
1and old ones strengthened, and],
one chapel built at Kain-tsenn, in},
which the Bishop celebrated; very
fittingly, his Christmas masses.

Altogether the Lazarists of Che
Kiang may be reasonably well
satisfied with the B»piritual-out-
look for 1919.

WHAT TEN DOLLARS CAN DO.

Just about Christmas timea
gift reached” the convent in La
P4z, Philippine Islands, of which
Sister Sebastiana, is Superior,and
'she says the children in the cen-

hundred and seventy, and of the
barrio school, where there are
sixty more, mostly heathen, will
be greatly sided thereby. In fact,
good St. Nicholas himself seemed
to have visited them.
A separate offering of ten dol-
lars was specified for the nuns

Sebastian says of it: :

“But most of all, thank you for.
the ten- dollars you aent for the
needy Sisters, We bought at onée

Th.ngplgatlon pl tla_c l,’liih SOchty !
{348 Lextugton Ave, New Vork Gity -

The record of - deaths among |
prxuta and bishops in the fomzn 2

sidering the calamities of the:

[Bishop Hickey

Actually Dlthl'tﬂ

putora of the diocese:

ness shown or favors received,

but in the present instance the
obligation is 80 weighty that we
could not assume to discharge it,.
but. rather to tellour clergy and
laity what we would do if we

‘could.

Thanks Donors.i
T\vo—-ihrdl oTSt ]ennh Debt

Bishop Thomas F. . Biekey has
sent the following letter to- all

It is ordmnily a simple lnatter
to express one’s thanks for kind-|

"It is no wunusual thing .for
‘priestd and people to support
their bishop inhia undertakings;
1itis the history of the charch

Coupon bookl. lllowing meny..
bers-of the- clergy- to- travel
two cents a. mils; issued January

|1st by the Federsl Railroad. M- ~
ministration, sreon salein New:
York, Chicagoand’ Atlants, e¢h
book coating one dollar, and cen-
taining 100 eoupom. . e

At a reception tceordod to. hllp, ‘
in New Orleans, his Exeolhney.ﬂ' :
Apostolic Delonte Bonzano ap-.

pealed for &' widespresd compll- -
ance with the Pope’s request for

prayers that the Peace Confet-
jencea may reach u;\nt nettlmql ]

Rev. Father John M. Poyoﬁ,.'”
putorin Cleveland has a noted -~
tenor voice, of lyric quality, and:
in likened to that of the Irish hl-‘

conatantly retold: but we believe
that we are not going beyond the
truth when we refer to the splen-

or John l(cCormnck.

They are to offer their services to.

ies shortly after Christmas are.

tral school, numbering about one

themselves, and this is what Sr.|

for St. Bernard's
for the deepest gratitude, -
our feel-

ings of appreciation of the impor-{ —

the appeal a success, and aiso to

for God and the church.

We can makeno return for thia
generous loyalty except our pray-
ers and an enduring gratitude of
heart, which we pledge to you
and to your devoted people. We
are proud and happy to make
known that up to.dite $123,000

of the debt hasalresdy been paid,
an evidence of the prompt pay-
ment of the pledges to the tes-
timonial.

We thank, then, our pnuh
their committees ot laymen, the
subscribers, the laymen, tha la-

dies who aserved the dinner o]
succesafully, thepress of the dio. |’

gese that contributed so much
valuable spatein telling the story

of the work, the New York State
Railways that rendered courtes-

ies in bnnzlng guastu to the sem-
inary, in' fine, every one wh)

‘helped to make testimonial week
for St. Bernard’s
record-making period in the Dio-

Seminary a

cese of Rochester.

We request most earnestly at.
this time that the plan adopted
for a list of all subscrivers be fol.
lowed faithfully in evefy.parish,
and in order thit uniformity may
be had we ask for a typewritten
copy in alphabetical order of all

contributors on sheets of paper
like the enclosed. These will be

bound into & volume which wrill

bebound into a volime whichi
will be preserved among the val-
uable documents of the Seminary
for future generations. May we
not ask also that this report be}
| made as soon as'possible to the

Chancery Officé?

some food, for we were all sick.
and weak and badly needed some:
‘better food than only rice. We
;;ave many privations and dif-
éulties to endﬁre, a8 you see. "

The ofﬁcml tltle of the present
pepe of Rome is Benedict XV,
His name is Giseonio Della Chie-
sa, and he was born nesr Genoa,
Noveiiber 21, 1854. His father,

Chxen, was & fioble.}%
nsiderable wealth.

ultimately bequul:h to Catalonia,

did spirit, the enthusinsm, and.
the success obtained in the Iate
movement throighout the diocese
Seminary as
something extnordmnry. worthy
of the highest praise, and cnllmg

We, therefore, take an early
opportunity to make known to
: you Reverend Father, .ou

tant part taken by you in mnkinc

ask you to express to your people
in the warmeat terms the admir-
ation and grateful feelings of
their bishop for the notable sue-
cess which they have. achieved R

Don Eduardo Toda, & Splmlrd
| resident in London, has an in-
 comparable library of 30,000 vol-|
umés composed of Sp-msh books
printed in foreign countries nnd
other—foreign--books-- sehunz-mls{onth.mm
Spain. Thls library he isnow’in-
stalling in the magnificent Ro-|:
manesque monastery of Escorn-
albon of the Augustinian Fathers,
‘which he has pucchased and will |

Bishop Clrnra. Vlm-Apoutolrc
of Eritres,” Africs, has compiled|
a large catechism in the native} Cal
lanme of thc'l‘izrlm . [l

E’nther Wlllltm Dﬁvltt. chw-‘ ’
lain, U. 8. A., on'the day of the "
Armistice, ascended a trée, un -
furled therefrom ths Starssnd'~
3tripes, climbéd down, . A shall,
froma Curm,ln battery came, ox-
ploded and killed him instantly,

‘The Supm Gouzt of KM‘
decided against the cloding of:
chuxehu in time of opldchkz.,”

mArchbllhop of Milwaukes
has anticipated the arrival of ths
Pope's Encyclical of Dee, 1, and’
directed prayers from. January'
1st to the conclusion of the Penes:
Conference. ° .

On the campus. of Notre Dase
Uniyerdity s $50,000. Knights et

Columbus buyilding is'to be: M ‘
od this Year. °

The enrollment thin yoar nttht' ‘1
theological seminary of St. lm B
in Baltimore, is 412, '

" The Holy Ses will iunt no dip-
lomatic *‘white book.” If amy.
Iwork of thisnature is tobe given
publicity, it will relata exclusive- "
ly to the Popé's humanitavian of- 9
forts dunnx thehostilities, ’

The Papal Under S«Md -
State Mgr.Carretti, when in Par -
is, presented President Wilsom s
lotter from His Holiness, the Sov- -
ereign Pontiff, pleading the Pres- -
ident's aid on belialf of small, op-
pressed nations, cxpnulng opi_
for & just and durable peace, and -
asking his good offices in ddhc

riew countries..

’Immedintaly on the :lnlng. o{
the Armistice, the peopleof Eur.
ope visited the churches in end- .
less Dmmnl- -

L3

\ The new State of Cmbo-Sbn B
vakia has & Bohemian poputmtion
of 6,458,000, all of whom, sxcept
less than 200,000 are Guthohc. C

Georgetown University, D.. C..f ‘
claims 1,848 students and alumal-
as huving nervod in the world
war, and 31 llvel lost in serviee. -

No decision has as yet boen -~
resched regarding the Obersim::.
'mqrg‘auﬂfr,’ni‘llblglqy in1920.. .
n Chili there i fa-now ‘an aetial
postal service. In many things

the republics of South Ameries.
are in advance of countries bt

They now ulw term Cudmll
Mercier as “thc Indomiub

ThrBllth)t Pmshirg——n
mass meeting on bebalf of Ire:
|land, said the. Peace Conferencs
| will be & failire if Ireland is
made free :nd indepenMi s




