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Maria Bevis dusted the glass lhow-
case in her little store, piled the bolts
of perceie and .gingham neatly on the
sheiven, hung some imitation lace colk:
lars in thé window and unlocked the
€oor for the duy’s business.

Behind the store, which was the
front parior of ber house, wete the
tooms where Maria lived.

As ahe-sat at the window waiting for
cnstomers she saw & girlish form hurry.
past and eénter the grocery store. _Ma-

_ ria Bevis smiled sourly.
© "ghiftiess,” she muttered, snatching
irritably. at the red yarn of her ball.
“If that ain’t just llke Amy Lane.

oo-gqoo.o,oioooo.giqdocooo.i

l,',mblhl.v Just got out of -bed and. gone;

“*10 the store for something for break-
fast! | pever _conid belleve Cousth
. Sam’s daughter could be so different
from me! Bevises bave always been

- thrifty and X Bomenow
Amy Bevis was different; then she
went and married Howard Lane, and
-everybody knows. it's starvation busl-
nhése tunning a colintry newaplper
But'—
The door swung {nmd with jan-
gling bell, and a little. black eyed.
white baired woman bhopped in uke e

. opur‘ow and-perched on: & chafr. -
“Well, Maria, how goes 1t!™ twlttered
1dx Ranisell girlishly.
"S- all right; -Tda ™ r‘emrned*uam
ryly. “Golog oqt to sew today?”
“Yes—~up to Mrs, Bremers il
want two yards of siate colored sileala
and two spools of black thread No.
m, I xueu.. Jmt nw Amy." rem cd

- »A,'w;‘,,.m LT

“Amy xook; ‘alck,

“Probably she uh o0 mueh plm
I hear. she livés..out of the bakery,”
" aniffed. Maria, sguninting nearsightedly

e'é

*
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" 7 c¢ompound interest.’”

-~ Maris stimy

. - with cheats,"

fnto & box of thread. .
“They ave baving = hard time to nt
along.” murmured Ida kindly,
“Humph! - Howard better go to
werk and do something that #iil bring
in real money. 1 never dreanied when
I lent that money to Amy's father that
be would die without a penny. When
X spoke to her about it sha and How-
- ud up and—promised to pay - every
- cent, with Interest.’
“] heard they sald they would pay

Marfz flushed. *You do hear & lot of|
“trashy talk1dn! "Howard did‘say that,
but {t's all talk. They've never made
but the one payment on the interest

I naver expect to-get-the rest.” -]

"I-expeos-su-g-gooddet}-!ormiu
lose! suggested Idx
"That’s 4 personal matter,” remrned
“It's enotigh that I lent
. it to Cousin Sammy. aud he gave me
_the note for- it payable -on demand
Amy and Howard have promised to
pay it. But, land, I've given it upl”
“Folks kay you don't 8peak 1o ARF]
and Howard now."” ventured Ida Ram-
. sell as she arose to go.
“For once folks are right. I -told ‘em
U dldn’t bold to keeplng acqunlnumce
“KMarial™ Foronce Ida's sharp. volcj
was warnily sympathetic for younyg
Howard Lane and his wife, Amy
" Switily she changed the topie. *“Mir.
Busby told me fo tell you that you
‘was appointed one of the delegates to
the conventon at Ripple River.
There'll be twenty-five churches repre-
sented. Mrs. Bremeor's . anotl\er 1
: cuxmese yow'll go?”

“Go nowherel™ eried Marla bitterly
“I can't afford to., Ida. If Amy would
pay me that money 1 could go."
“Weil, I'm sorry. Goodby.” said
Ida hurriedly, and the door jangled
after her. “My.” she breathed as she
skipped down the street. -~Marla must
- bave lent them: a lot of money! When
I think of all the things she's wanted
to do-3nd-CrNTIt-berTISEOf The: WOLT.
‘&Y ted Up TH That Tandlly ToaH r-r—rT

if shé was a martyr”
Ida Ramsell repented thst remark
the next afternoon at the sewing so:

around the group of busy women.

“It must be thousands of dollars.” ob
served Mrs. Bremer qguletly, “although
I néver could nnderstand how Maria
Bevis could get hold of very much to
lend. I remember. when I went into
black for Mr. Bremer; | offered to sell
her my new. garnet silk, but Mafla sald
she couldn’t afford it just theu: she’d|
lenit every peony to Samniy’s folks and
they~ badp’t pald ter back.” .

“Todb bad of her to talk so rauch
about it,” sald the minister’s wife.
“Family atrairs are best kept in the
family." )

“Thats —Tf @ Always teiling
Marig,” chirriped Ida Ramsell. -sew-
- ing Jerkily. “But she will gibble about
ft. Does seew's If hier milk of human
kindness was turned 4o vinegar and
she just rejoiced in gemugs glaps at
Howard and Amy.”

“l wonder liow the biby is mur-
mured Mrs. Busby, the minister's wife.

“Better, €0 Amy said whend T ran in
there yesterday. Seems fhey had
trouble with- the “milk from Long's
Howard wants to buy a cow, but. l

ever have muc{\ to do with me agth"

“Nonsense;” sild Amy brightly. “I'm

h

”‘l'fl.“_._i.".. )

{father, my Cousin Sammy. mortgaged

ftraila, and I've been making moiéy.

~{ok acEount of me, but [Il make it uap,

¢ “Qousin Maris, do you mean to say
that this note is only for $23—~that that
is
you?' he demanded hotly.

ithats fight.”

“you've spolled the three years of our
married life, all for that paltry little
sum.
clefy, and s buzz of laughter wentmmg to pay us back for the agony
you bave caused us? You have made
us the laughingstock of the village
and’—

“Please don't. She 8 sorrv.”

knew how much we really owed you?”
Howard added remorselemsly.

“Téll. 'er.* she suiffed viiSerably.
don’t blame you one mite!”

spoke abruptly. “We won't tell a word,
-Marfa.
please about the auiount, bt it is your! -
placé to inform every one thay the note
is paid. the debt i§ cabceled Wil you
do it?*

tell ‘e fomorrow at the misstonary
teeting, and I don't suppose you'il

coming gver tomoTTowW niorhing with
biby to buy sométhing for new littie.
dregggg_ and we will have a cozy chat.” | keeping spatt two young persons: iwho
but for them might be happy fogeth-
er and tearing a family of children

wmt.
me you mixht hue been our thm

you ipent Y
penny Com!n Mxria Wouid frown: ud
call naten R
'Gheau." nnllhed Amy, with & lmh
laugh,” “Nevér  mind, Howard, ' I've
hieen to- Jots of fairs; and T've got you
and.’ baby, and ‘that’s: enough foe any
girl. . Only | do ‘wish wc muld
(Cousiii Maria's. note - -

‘ They started to g0 inbo the honn
when & man entered the front Eate
and ¢came brhkly towud them. “Mr,}
and Mrx. Howard Lane? he sxked
nbruptly. . N
“Yes.” said Howard.

“I'm Tobias Bevis—Maria's hrother,
Guess you've heard of me froin your
tather. Amy. sin’t it? You was %
little girl when | went away. Your

his house for $1,000 to send me to
Well, 1 got it back and went to Aua-

I've brought back Cousin Sammy's
money with compound Interest. ity
bére lo . this -packet, P'm wsorry I
couldn’t give it to him direct. He was
one of the best men in the world"|
The man’s voice trembled as he Anish.
edspeukin‘

‘Without que-tionlng why this long|
defayed loan was oniy now being -re-
pald, Howard and Amy ushered To-
bius Bevis into the house and Msten.
ed to his story... .

“1 came hm llnt. Maria wasn’t
|home, and 1 went to the winister, Mr,
Busby, and he gave me the particulary
of Cousin Sammy’s death, I'm morry,
Amy, that your father loat bis home|

it 1 can, to thix litle girl of yaurs.
Did. ynu say.her nxme. was Joyce??, ...
“"He played with the. baby wbllo
Amy and Howard counted the money
with trembling fingers -and unbeliey-
ing eyes. Twenty-two hundred dol.
Inrsl ant wealth! Perhaps there

TMARE-awi debt was® pﬂ&‘to”'lm
them a- fair start in.the.world.: Pay-
ing the interest bad always kept them
back.
“We mu:t go tonlxht." ‘whispered| !
Amy, and' Howard nodded assent. -
- Tobias promised - to care for - the
bqby until their return, and the happy
pair bastened to Maria's bouse, where
they found that spinater in a state of,
perturbation over the discovery of a
man’s leather suit case on her fromt
plaxsa,
“What In time has happened?' she
asked hrﬂy as sha vushered them _into]
her sitting room.-
“We've come to pu the note » uld
Awmy proudly, *““Will you please bring
it at once, Cousin Maria? We must
get it off our minde.’® . .
“With compound in!erut,"
Howard,

Maria looked n: them blankly. . She
bad never expected the note to be paid,

added

"Deur. if yon badn't - marmd

W |

co'o“uloo‘oop‘.go'hoo_ido

California to. get béck my - heaith. |

Jto go with him as his wife, it w

Qnoucoun y ucu\nuoccn
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Ia-what is called the Blac fomt m S
Germany. lived & poor ¢ouple, Jacobj
Gaits and: his: wife, who had_but one| tha
chnd, & duughter, Gntchen. Xho w:s ha

8
and ‘Hana I)reckol. ‘the son of-x bk

beln‘ the other's only compunkm fov)
the region in which the¥ lived was|
sparsely.- settiad, and o other fnmlly
Uved near them,

When Greétthen was nineteeii years
old there came a great commoﬂon in
the family.

bundle of fagots and asid'to bep: -

tant decision. 1 am youug a)
and am not safisfied to rem

tor a. msn to_do

for it wa ask a better price our em-
Ployers sy to us: “There are alentr
of men who would like the work af
the same price. If you are mot satis-
fied. we will. mploy athers in your|
pluce. 1 shall m where there are I
bor_ unions, and, since .1 hear thitif
thers are better prices paid in- thel
United States of! Amurica. 1 shall go
ST FY I,

. A 2o ey e S

oot 100
simith, were hrought up together, each L the

Jacoh - Gaats was ¥« woodcnmr e

Km Dieckel .one day}.
‘met Gretchen on the road: carrying )

i the forest, where there ix nOtl.llng
huL.nnL_tnmL_Ou

when Hin m e a-ngn

gaselven witl
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“Gmchen. 1 bave come to.an impor- ’ﬁnq :

‘¢an. earn .only” money enough by ”
dolng to keep body and soul togethsr,|

An ocean lner, T | 2
port of New York im dus i
expected t0 And Hans there-
them. In this they were dluppoln
‘but he Bad, been there )
‘arrangements for thon 1o be ndmi'
Into the country by the emigrant
-thorities, pledging himmalf to take ¢
of them, so that they Jhould m

| burden .on.the. pecple...H

Hans kept his qye- on QGretchen
while he ‘was speaking and saw her:
gradually fall till they rested on the
ground und were wet with tears. Til
this momént Hans had never thought

‘tAte and. after they were frown, ay
& friend. - Bot-now: when-be-saw
tears gathef in- her eyes bDecause h
Was to leave her. A new umt\on waN

away her teln. '
When Gretclien reached her hom
and threw the fagots beside the five
place she sat down in a chalr and cov:
sred her fuce with her hands, Hir
mother, who was washing the break.|
fast: dishes, paused ang sald:
“What ls the matter, Gretchen?*
It was & long while before the-moth.
er could draw from her daughtiér that
Huna was going to that far country
America. But Gretchen did not tell
her winit was-of far ‘mote Importar
to a1l of them—that he had aeked he

hard forthe poor girl to lose her com
panion amd. since the announcement gf

and she had not icoked at'it for years |his
Slowly she walked to the china.closet
and toock down a largs blue chinx tea-
pot. She thrust her hand in the top
and drew out a bundie of yellowed
papers.
Her spectacied éyes selected one and|
{brought it to the table and laid it on
the red cover.” *“There 1t I§," she said
akeptically. “Dio you want to pay the
whole of it?"
“1 hope it isn't over $2,000," whisper-
ed Aniy prayerfully sx lhe tumed over
the note. -
Sho stared tuncomprehendingly at it
and gave it to her husband *“What
tlues-it say " she ‘whispered tensely. .
Howard read and his face flushed.

all Father Bevis borrowed from

Maria nodded dazedly_ ] _gu

It
[

$30 and pushed it

“Maria  Bevis." he said gmvely

It is paid in full. How are you

“Don’t Howani * said Amy softly
“What would Rippledale say If it
Marin's head dropped into her handa
-Il
There was silence. 'l'hnn ‘Howard

People may-think what-they |-

“Yes," cried Maria fervently. “I'li

Hot Maria Bevis pusiished herself in
er own way. When het, ‘brother To

guess he doesn't dare to unti) they pay
Maria”

bias came in nnd surprlsed Her by his;
sudden arrival she told him-the whole.
That same night Amy and Howard |stor¥, and any one who knew Maria|th
Lane sat 1n thelr gardes and taiked of [Bevis and: realized how she worshiped| O
the fature: and ph’“ with J,,,“. who this young brother mlzht nndmud ;
_tlum- mmulunurul "“" """'- »

fovér
she =ald sbeepismv

'*Somehow I got to thinkiog how many
things I' could do with that muney
got to seem like a wtole lot.
She paused helplessly, while Howard
counted out
across the table Then he caught ap
the note and set a lighted match to 1t.
When it crumbled to ashes he looked
across the blscked fragments on thel®
teddnmimum;mdm

—| mother is not my own mother, but my

are 8o -good. -x0 hopeful, but you must|.
L learn to do something that will erable
you to-earn o much inopey, and in
those countries whete high wages are
Jpaid they say it costs more to live
‘But.” she added, *I will come to you
if T can ever do-so without bringing|
sorrow to my dear father and thother.™

then -strode away withoutronce looKing
 back, lest he should show the moisture
4n. his eyes, “which he considered un
‘manly.

1overs remained true to enchi other. Taf
all this time there was. never an-in |
‘térval of more than a month that
Hans did not write to his ‘sweetheart,
and shie nlivays replied to his letter}
‘with Her whole heirt. Hans prosper-
ed and offered to send lier money to
bring over her :parents, but ghé never
evern mentioned the mattér to them
Nor did they know that they were]

In-all' these eight years Gretchen nev-
er breathed

his intended departure, her lover. 14
There would havée been no cause for
sorrow, but reason for rejoicing, it she
could have ylelded to hix wish, This
she could mot do, fof it would bave
‘besm crucl for her to Jeave her old fal'
ther and mother, who would now need
ber' mioré axd .more.every day. She|
‘only” sajd that Hans was golsg ¢
America, knowing that it her parenis|
‘knew they were keéplnig her from o
ing with him {t. wonld trouble them
greatly
When Hana founﬂ that Gretchen|
would not go with-him he asked.her to}
provaise him that it her parents dai

‘she- would come to him. But this. wa
ot much comfort to him, for on thai)
condition his sweetheart was not likely
to join him for many years. And., ms
for Gretchen, it meant that she must
lose hér parents in order to join- her

of. Gretchen. other. .than ~as..a_play| ]

| topt_one box, which, Deing too: hes!
vy

‘structions for them to come to hlm in}
a neighboring city, with tickets on. tM‘
rallroad to take-them there,
When Gretchen and hér mtha
reached their finai destination the ;
eason-of-bla:net-having
‘ .m;nlnl of the iteam
mtn trade union. and © .
had bnn mdumy lmn hwo

e e
e b

tlon to keep the puco. unrlu :
that by doing 20 thay would certalaly
‘win svery just demand. :

On srriving at the city where Han
Hved they carried kil thelr bundles ex:

for them, they loft to ba brought
the sédresethat MFW';' -
thew, Hand bad expetted them te
hire & conveyance, but the trugsl lite'
ugqy bad led bad not prepared _th
such extravagance. Bo.they vlﬂ:
Grchchen inquiring {he ‘way, .at 8
)znud through a street that was Ml
-d with vorkmn. 0: a4 wagon' W

[ bo

“him, . 'rhey ltonped to n-m to hhn
but could -not-uiderstand-him- six
he spoke If the English -anguage. Bu
they conid ses by the upturbed, hm
faces that ha wai producliy a -proy
found effect upon them.

“Let us go on.” said the -mot
But Gretchen -seethed. dliposed to
ten-to the maxn, though shé did
know. what he wax paying. In vain
her mother tugged At her to get b
 to. go o, but in Wpite of the ur:in ;
she remalmn(!~ It was only when th
man ceasedd to speak:nd,ntﬁn:dow.
from the wagon, was Jost In the- crowd
"that Greichen conséntod to-—pmrsvd
their way,

Wtien they reached the ‘hoyne where
Hans lived they found a. suit of rooms
on thé second foor comfortably MY
ted up. They were Tecelved by
woinan whom Hins

3w One Uirs
Civans Ponsues

Rll‘v
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Gretchen: “You know that my father
i{s old and cannot live long and my

stepmother. Father will never coms
to me in America, and wher he dles
mother will go to live with one of her}
own childrén. But there will be noth
ing to prevent your bringitig your par.

The diy Haos aepurted e said 6] the purpose, who told them that Hang

the~-two—emiprants--w

was very busy aiid they must imake
thempelves at home till he chine.
After awhile they hemrd s cheerdn
in the street which séeined to be ap,
proaching the Hoise and growing s 1
cime nesarer. Then thers were shiooty
of “We've won! We've wonl!” The
crowd stopped before the house. w ’

ents with you to my new home._They
.mnmy.—!s—madew

sa,y. y—tirere
A skilled laborer gets 12 marks & day
Out of that I can save § inarks » day}
at ledst and can send thix money to
you so0 that you may =il join me in”—
“Oh, Hans.” exclaimed the gifl, *you

Hans Lissed her again and ngain

. * - *. ® *-- *

- Eight years passed, m,ng_mich.m

word fo her parenu of

‘{8 the man on the wagon"

"shects.
of the stilké wis a great advintige td

ness, whereas now. that it wan settied
he:conld proceed with work he had con]
[iracted for. :
had completed a journey both dreaded])
-and their future comfort was assured

delay in the wedding, so Gretchen was
called on to fix the day, and, fhasmuch
as-she had vo trousseau to- prepare, shy
chosé am early dite. since Hans de
‘stred that they should all get settled
down to theit new life and he give
his mihd to his work. The bride and
-her mother had.
hewly adopied

bad s-plenty. A number of brldal presi
entw from tliem came in, some of
‘from well to do persons for whom
Hans had constructed bulldings. and:
)| they were quite valusble.

stood on the steps for = fow mmnm
-cheered by the crowd. Ther he hur
 ried up the stairs And burst into the
room. He and Gretchen flew to each
other's arms.

“Himmel!" cried the old womnn. "l

Grefchen had recognized Hans th
moment she 1ald éyes on him, though
he was but iittle more than a youth
when they parted 2uid he was now o
man aird véry much chaiged. Theh
theeting was  happy one in miany e
In the first phce. the winning

Hans, who had Teared en’f&‘cﬁ‘m

Gretchen and her,mother)

There was Do reason for haste. o

Themostwomh{ pahmev:lue
Llﬁgf' e ¥ yousel, orvilage, the

0 fdends in their,’
10,
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