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A SECRET OF
THE ALPS

Was It Better Kept or
" Divulged? -

¥ » MuiarD MALTHE

© Touring i Switzerland. 1 went ‘to}
" Mont Bianc,"buyt the weather wai. oot
favorable. and I was obliged to-spend |:
all' the tlme § bad ti spare for that{
purpose watching and waitlng for a
change, 1 strolled abont a- good deal.
pometlmes going up the side of the

Hy:- Op-ube—of these walks #L -

m upon n the chalet of an oll mousn-
tatneer in Whose chint 1 was inlerest
" od. He lived with his son-1i in%. whe
. was a gaide: aind biy dpughter. The
couple had gevoral chlldrén. the uldest
" Tof whom was n boy of foirteen. He-
fore I loft Chumounis | bad so far
won thé old man's-confidence that be
_ told.me a story luvomng Y blt of rnmv
. lTy hlstor}. -
I-glve it tn fils ownn words. 1 uouced
while he was telling It that his face]

something on- his consclence of which
be Wway nut sutlsied. At k,-ut such
WaN my Jmpivasion.

“#My daughter Tono when she wasd
& ‘Httle gir! wasa veritnble snow bird.
‘Thers was no helght tv which she
would not ciimb, no precipice over the

+| bld done. but Leun dld nm reprmm

A ‘grew vider grew more and Juore stNg
land’ would do uothing ot all . for hix

| that,

‘wore an- expressioti of vné who hadf

L.me.  Bhe took good cove of ener o]
j tiwide. what Httle we had to dive owi f .

ws far as possible. And 1 have !enrnm ;
Iiuw that she permitted Fritz to send
Lamall simy of. money to herito be spen’
for comforty for we, fof Pféiffer as.hy

A Vacant L0t |

u Remained For  Thiriy ¥|
Years Without an
Owner '

diughterin-law.  But  I'ritz. vever L
came bere  1le was tou hopord ble fold

| “After -Guktay Lud served about alF-
year of bls tern in prison he -emca -

-with some other privoners. They were Tir t - N
chased into the mountains snd tho i By MARJORIE CLOUGH

nc‘u-nmi-.c-"-‘r
oy

-chasing theris saw them. whils croming:
& glacler middenly go down luto a cre
vause which “was cotered over with a More than fAifty years ago. when ‘thel
thin contihg of snow and fce. Sin feity of Chicago was springing upout of
‘the. crevanse was very deep and they|the, prutrie—ur, rather, out of the mud~—
‘uiust all have -been kiiled by thie falithere were dwellings tight 1n te re
no- effait was made to secure theliglon which: is now occupled. solely tar
‘bodies. In forty or Hfty years, when/business purposes: AndFight in among
the: pofut Iy the glacler where theylsome of theso dwellings was a iot on
were killed reaches the valley andwhich the owner ‘proposed to erect a
weits, ey will appeat again, store building. Those who owned

“As 8oon as | bheard of the dewth of homes In the vielnlty objected to &
Abese men. | seut word to Fritz €hat fgeore billding belng érected near them
‘he chose to WATY, Lena he would baveland clubilied togethor. to bay- the-lat.
‘my cousent "He camé to sec s, bill The owner asked the exorbitant price
Lénn was fniot. sure thut lev husband of $1.040, _Liut It . was thought Lest to
‘bad” been among the men who went pry tuand keep the velghborhood free
down Ints the erevasse. She would|ern what, would mar it for Fesldences |
‘wait & -year-anyway; and within ‘that “I'here © ere four persons w ho chipped
the If Gustav were alive she would 1 to buy the property. but. since vne
surely henr from him. I'ritz agreed to owner ws.s" decmed more. advise ble
this; and, though we did' not speak off than four. three of them proposed to
It, we all hoped that. Gusmv would not pinv o grme of freezéout poker, the
be"hemd from. ) wintnor to recelve a deed for tle lot

But the prison authoritles nssnredj But ane of tho four, belng a. defcon in
the church .and averse to card playing,
suggested that they make over the lot
to a tristee, to be deeded to- the oldest
grandebild of any one of the owners
fifty years from the day the trust
was made. The men were all between

‘me. thot Gustav ~was one of the es
caped prisoners who had been ‘Rilled.
and 1, sanxlous to undo the harm 1 had
done, porimided -Lonn not 1o wait til
'the yerr was out, but to bo marrled.
‘and we would all three be now com
fortable,

At iR e+

two Bavipg Fecently come Trom. Col:f
‘orado Bprlnzs. where ‘they had  been]

N A LTSS 4
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deliver the property. -

frofo o Mre. Brown, a lady liviog ou
one of the dwelling avenues of LM;
cago, statng that she bad been recoin-
|mended foF i senmstress and offering’
her an engagomom that might estend

her ‘probable héirship,, but since there's).
many ua slip. “twist the cop and _the jip

(she made me change whatever in her|.
ctyle of living. She thefefore called
on Ars. Brown aund was. enguged toj:

come 10 the house every dny to sew.

0D, & young man of twenty-three, {

living. They seeméd tu have th
means to live uund-omely and the.son
bad been educited for . piysician. He
had Jocated in Chicago to take op the
practive-of his profession. Mrs. Brown,
Was & motherly person apd treated
‘Edith as a companion as well as a
hireling. 1t was not long before Edith
told the iady of the position she occu-
pied a3 & probable heiress and of her
'suspense lest.anotber should- be-found
who was.entitled tu the property.
_Mrs. Brown listened to-the story with'
evident interest and sald what she]
could tv glve the gifl hope that she
would. récelve the inheritance. AMean-
while she often invited Edith to re-
main_for finoer and ‘for thé evenlng.
In" this way David Browo., the, son.
ckie to kfiow. _Edtth and orrered her
the same sympathy as his mother con-
cerning the foctune she hoped for. As)

and amore necessary to Mrs, Brown's
comfort, und by and by Bdith voticed
that occasivnally svhen shie had been
invited to spend an evoning in the
‘house the hostess,
would

0 grandchiidren the 11 aniee eould wnt 4

‘One day Edith Moore received a note

over some time Edith had beard of}F

Mrs. Brown was .a widow,-with onef 4

time went on the girt became moredn New York. and. besides a parlor.

plending indispost-{ gy o

RS PRINGLE'S ]/ 55 BEmt i
INCUBATOR

‘Jt Was

lthe machine bllﬂmlmdily nud gave
{forth 4, siekening odor that &t lust at~
' trlcted the attentivn ot .\lrﬂ'ﬂnxle

§ “=What bs thut wirell. irepe ¥ heasked.
o foike Bight at dinner:

| Mrs. Fringie's innovent. node wlm-d
jthe alr. “lt's
‘m made for the puddlug. she de-
clared

| - Mr, Pringie !book bis bend doubttul-
. ly., <Smelbt like &. ketowene . ininp.
Didn't knoy: we had unu in the she-

s

a QueStiénabk. |
Success ’

' B cu\mssA MA’CKIE

séme when we have thee Jorvely
ic _lights?™ demanded Mra: mﬁ
deceittully.

“Never mind, Ireve; we can't ex-
pect everything’s guing to be peffum-
ed with- violet 1 a thirty dollar |

“How long wiil If take you to get
réady” asked hef busbspd Illdtﬁlﬂy.
Jooking at his watch.

_“Fifteen minutes,” said Mrx Pdl
gle. for they were going to the theatde.

“Get my clothes out of the vnl'drob.,
tertit-you, Whe‘*reqnmed.‘ bt

When the Pringles returned from the

Mrn. Prlnxle found the. ;dvarusemeut
in the pages of ber favorite mgaﬁne. \
and after sbe bad read it l'lretully for}
the third time ber grut idea came
Times were rather hard with the
Prlm,lu. Mr. Ptingle, the wage earn
‘rer of the family, had beeu sick for
{tbree weeks, and he had suffered a
cansegquent loss- of salary, while “his
expenses hid. gone- relentlessly on.
with the gddition of doctor’s fees and
Bills (or” med[éing. ~ Now “He was back
at his desk in the insurance office, and
.his loyal littie” wife ricked bher brnjus
'to think of some way to e2rn. money
and thus telp Géorge gut -of his finan-
cial dificultien, "

Then she saw the adrertisenient, and
the greatldeu came 'to her,” She put’on
tier hat anod went directly (o the sav:
ings bink. ‘Then she went bome and
wrote & letter. _.

The Pringles lived in an apnrtment

eyes wore a startled look. and lh
-heckoned nxysterlounly ‘to-her mist
who followed her info the kitchen. .
“Whnt l: the mtter. Mary"“ lb‘c,
anked: - - -
Mary polnted a ﬁnxer at the door-of
the cubbyrhotle. “Some of them chiek-
lens is batchin’ out. wum, and. what are
we to do with Mr. Pringle. mom ¥’
Fate solved that question almoat as
she spoke, for there came the shrifl
siren screnm of fire engines and & rums

diaing room, kitchen and two bed-
rooms. the architect had allotted them
.an extra room, smaill and cubbyholey.
-with one window opening ob an alr-
This rooin Mis Pringlée had

a sudden, pause. -

“It's on the next block I'm off.

- ‘h; mly udded to it nmmﬁvem h‘

the vanilla susice Mary.

1A

day lonx the iith unip ot (he end of

“Why should we burn horrid kete- ‘

ble and tearing down the street with

‘theater” Mary admitted them. Her'

T

i'ritz resuming his work Asl

the ages of lwenty-seven and f‘orty

too. lenve hier son and thejyseq for o wardrobe, but in the zeal

Irene: don't sit up for me, dear.” yeolf-

gulde at Chawounix. The truth 1s we)

sdge of which whe would ot look -beeded what I'rite could earn, for we

without drawing bLack. QOnce | saw

senmstress together

years, and no oneg of thein had a grand. |
David Brown was sufficiently attrac-

child. One was uot even married. Nev.

i e SOSORWhAL . rokon,. by the alr.belugi:

her standing ou a clff poised us if
ready ‘to sall dowix on to "the snow
some forty feet bolow. Then, to my
borror, she ateppéd off. IHer fill was

caught heneath her ‘skirts. and she
woamad to sall down i1kea awallow,

“I ran toward tho spot where she]
bad fallen and found bher in the soft

thq nirfnce. ‘Haa i oot been o land
aest |

wo-ld lmre teen able to dig herself
mt.._wnen-x.toleam-mwﬂmﬂwd
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DRRIEN

T..something odd.. She paised among

in great glee.

© “T took her home and spanked her,
but it ddn’t do any good. That child
4id not know tho meaning of the word
fear, and it seemed as If she belleved
ahe could fiy from one cliff to another.
At Any rate, after. what had happened
T weas always in drend lost 1h attempt-
ing to imitate n bird sho would be kil
od. Buch chiidren sre niways loved
more than those made {0 the ordinary
way, atiyl Lena was worshiped by me

- and ber mother, and thore ywas no one
shout here who did not know her for

thesn all as *thé littie snow bird.*

Rkt

Yore, and Lenn bad not Deen really

had little or nothing with which t
procure- foud.

“So they were murried s fow months
after l.eon became a widow or was
supposed to hove become. a, widow, for
‘Gustav's fathor, notwltbutnndlug “thel
assurances of his son‘s desth, refused
to belleve him, dead. Lena very soon

ertheless, lie nasented to the plan; ‘the
document was drawn up and signesd.
and placedd in the hands of the trustee. .

In ten yeurs from that time two or
thie~ min- intorested™in the 1ot weére]
dead. The dwellings In the district
where the property stood were much

changeil trom ler depredsed condition ::;l.d:':‘;“"smb‘ﬁll“ihuﬁ“‘}‘:d te;“‘;,e::.'
‘and once more beenne, light hearted:

Bhé nimde several srips-with Frtk t]" ote eutheriwa-owaers: had peased |
the-top- o ‘the  OUStEIN~EN] ‘sbefiéd auus :and-the-trukites: as. well, and. aip

BT Fﬂmm'h'mmm-b’m
while cllmhInL 8 Al eleme jcourt. The imnediate vicipity of the

“A0d now [ amr going to tel y;ni a|Tot Bud ticen steadily deferiorating and
aecret that 1s tot known to any one|Vas now the worst loeation in the city
about hore. One day I was out on. 8 ‘But havdsome ofice butldngs were be-
path leading toward this house. a|lDF erected twoor three Llocks distant:
path which did rot come from Cha|Sinee It was probable that that part of
‘mounix,;” but froto another direction [tle city wonid eventually becowe valu
While following the trali, suddenly, un |able. the ddjoinlug property was now
der a cliff some Bty feet high. I came|Ueld at.a high figure. Inquiries were
upon the Lody of & man:- made for the lot in questlon, but itseon
“lle was my daughtor’s husband. came to be Known that thero was =

tive to win most.any girl not otlier
wise ioterested, and be had very little
trouble In aftracting Edith to himself.
i'The girl was .puzxled, for the Browns
 saemend. to- base.plenty-of . money-and:

family for her fortune, cven if she pos

possibly would not. But matters con
cerning the lot finally came to_a crisls’

by -« -uote- Edith-receved from 3.

!.unn_umunxnmumumw
that the unmarrjed member of the
rowners-of.the-lot-had-married-and-tad}

not know If efther or the children was
I¥ing.

This was & bitter disappointment to
Edith. biut she went to her -work at
Mrs. 'Brown's as ususal. and so great’
‘was her self control that she had been
i the Louke an hour before Mrs
Brown asked ‘her tt-anything unform-l
nate hiad happened to her. Then she

“He had eridently been on the path|reason why it could not be sold, and in
when, after winding around an tuclinejtime it was dropped ut as o possibie
it had led niong tho edge of the cliff Purchase.

abore and had fallen ¥Flo Tad died™ When fortyulne of the fifty years!
within uot more than a few days be|of the truxt had pasied Edward Eiii-!

sun, the man who beld the &ameesblp»

“My ol friend, Preiffer had a son;
five years okder than Lens, and Preit’
for had made.x lot of money down on

b

marrled té Fritz. Thelr frst childjat that time. cne day. looking vver
which. was. expocted, would not bejsume papars- In bis- safe. came “l'OD
“born In wedlock, according to the civilithe deed of trust and saw that

told the Iady of the information she
‘ad recelved. -

Mrs. Brown einbiaced her, saying at
tho samo time thit she was a wonder

wto.be .able.to. keep up. ander such l'. ~<Raise- chickens.” explaimed Mry.
anil that evening kept her for: Pringle.

sctback
dinner. Darid Brown on learning or'
the information she had received war' g
B, slso aympathetic and when left alono

would ‘hardly want to get her into the! oy on the great idea had materinlized

seescd It. which she did not and q“""{m “Iiable to what?" Mes. Priugle thad
‘idemnnded. with her haugbtiest alr. at

bad one or ore children. But he did , got away from the fourth foor of the

th ine behvcen Switzeriand .and Italyt
~-goode - nereen (e -—Tnliia " -

v

B e ARty o J,LA W;f““‘ - ¥

law or that of the church. shout i year from that time it would with _her..by his .mother was .more
'ﬂm A1 -a03:.} carriel the body
hasm, mg bottom_ which no-man

be. s duty. fodurn over.the, Jotuu
tuaed. (o the. vldest, "ﬂn&mndcmu'rmmmm:xmnmrmmm-

loveritite ther-useni~~This-was- t»mtr

- e hh- Por- the reasom~of thiw money. »-‘

WRIch would one day belong to young
(Justar Pfeiffer, | was quite willing
to Detroth Lena {0 Guatar to be mar-
lﬁd whett she should be old enough.;
Lann - had e Pl ymate,” Frits’ Heti ’
ol who. waa anfeariest winolp the'
mwu AN abe, and- 1he two becaing
5, Youig Meakel a5 soon a1 he-
old - emough bigin -te (luo
rigts up the mountals, ter be knew
ﬁy“!oot ot the. w:y‘ A, mmtg:o
was mm l ﬂme»tlm |
44 the valley.

”&t I bad no tdeax of iy d:uhm-
-RARTIng ¢ guide. who wis Hablé at
ny - ume to go dows with the avi-

i and leave hér a widow,' with
nodlln: to live on, when: she could
ve a youhg inan with woney in the
bank at Geneva. So I kept my con-
tract with Pfeiffor f.enn was miuch

" <roken in spirit at not béing allowed

_fo-marry the youug nan she foved, but
I thought that nfter she hod been wmAr-
tiéd awhile and und cbillilren she would
asttle down “to tlie humdrum of life
Uke the rest of ud and furset olaiaé

‘Fritz Henkad  She om0 Bave run
saway with bim nnd been married. but
sho would not  flor mather had died.
and.she koew ! .geeded. her.and-if she-

“made n break betweedi herself and wme
T would fave no ane to take cate of
‘gl In my old nge

“Whet Henkel knew that he must
iose her, like a gouod fellow he wént
away from her to {nterisken and guld-
«l tourists up fhe Jungfru and the
gther mountains thereabont. He would
not come back here aven to- see his
tather pnd mother though hé sent
them a part_of s earnipgs. - As for-
Tena. she did what she comnld to be

. content as the wife of 0 man she did
vot love. She did vot complain. but ¥
saw that fo plegse me she had-wade
~s~sacrifice that sho might Bover fe-
cover from Resides. Clustav did not
turn out very ivell
fortunately for m§ pian. continued to

- llve instead of dying af o Proper age Bnve wt-tinjes teen disturbed with anof one of the four oFiginal owners of
and leavihg hid inoney to his son. Nor ufeasy conscience as to wlicther I the lot ~The trustee had praof that she

did he give Qustav ansthing either on
which w live. So Gustav. lrstend of
taking up any steady empioyment.”
thought he codld make money as his

T TINhET  hind made it and became

smaggler, i
_ “Bat every jear the revenue men
incaiie more watehful and expert In
detecting smugglers and. what s
worme for the smugglers, more honest.
though perhsps this wans becnuse they
theianivis wers more- closely wauw
At nmy fate. Guatay did not sncceed
8 dn father had succeaded and st last

. m~m-¢h€iﬂu¢ﬂng and was sent n

Mw wlltl

%) )
”"* _15,.

of any vne of the men who had made
the deed. It therefore behooved him
to take memsures to discover the per
»on entitléd to the propecty.

The:Orst atep- he took in the matter
was to léarn the value-of the lot. and
ke fouud that 1f the oplnics of real es-
tate men it was valued at two or three
bundred thousand doliars.- He next
wade inquiries as to the demcendants
of. thé uﬂgﬂ:&l owuars of the: pidperty
Aadd found 'tiit while die tamily had
RO retiat Ined I “Ohicago- tb‘ ‘othets bhad

Thedrifted to other places. He found also
moatcmntonhth&th‘ mnmxmuurthommwotmmm
trived whin pursued to sepdrate hiMjqueation. and he deemed it advisbie
#4]f from the others and hide til) ‘the to say nothing aboiit it untll he had
plirsuers had passed. His ‘ofly aifély learned to whom thé law would com-
would be in going an far aé posible pel him .to deed it.  He succeeded in
from his former liome.  Perhaps be learuing the whereabouts of the chil-|
went to America. or Australln. Buot atdren of three of theé partles to the
inst, - tired. of remaining away, he- had agreemont. and there were eleven in
cotclnded to psy a visii to his home thé sacond generation snd,twpmyglghy
He. had stolen into Switzeriind and grandchiliren. As to the fourth man.
taken o path familiar to biin thst Willind Brown, who hHad béer unmar.
would lead him down to this liouse tled when the sgreetuent was made.
How he came to fall over the clitf s a the trustée coull leaen wothing abont!
©TAeT mustery 1 ean only gecount him it} 'uh é rthr-mov:!_ip_‘ﬂ!f»__( Meage
Tor Tt in this way. He was uot a tem niwspapors  failed

bas ever seén. and dropped it In
There It lles buried asd will He till
this world {s broken by wome great
convulsion, such as that from whici
the.mountains wers.formed. .

“Bot I kept my sécret Thlt bap-
petied ffteen years ago, aid nedthér
my dﬂu‘lm nor my sou-in:aw knéws
tﬁut‘ﬂ)l*“ wome tioke ﬂﬁr—ﬂo’ Saigha
td Hve T

Nor ‘was %
*Why wa» Gustiv whufq I

him?  About that we can oll:

uluﬁ 'rlere are. many theo

to h1‘ll|f.' nnv re
L rate taan, and when sent to prison sponse e
fhe Labit of drink had atreads  fas’ *Sedne time lu\fnrt- thc- expiration of{
teid i<edf apon bim - Protnbli” after the dewd of truyt Fitisou called a meet-
he estapeil, during his \mndvrmg\ e fng of all the divrendants of the four
beiawe twore of o slave than ever WMen whe bnsd owhed the property he
And possibly while on his was to bis bad heen able fo reach Twelve fier
turmor beme he was drunk. sons attendedd and nine responded by}
“A few years afier his death his fa- liter Having got all the informa
ther -died. and. baviog wo oue else to tion he winid frof these wha \\‘N‘Pt
lenve lifs wmoney to, he left it to lens prezent Inelnding thalr ngew. Rilisnn:
Bhe bad always been a favorlie with dismisctd theém nud wrote to the oth
him, asd. although he hiad opposed her ers who had written bim, asking their}
second marriage o-nrﬁw ground that hisnges. QO thie_ twenty-elght grandehil-|
son -would turn up -as the years went difen he had heard of be now bad the
by without any word from bim. the old nameés, addresses and ages of twenty-
Eai adinitted that it was as well thai »ne-  Of the others he had no informa-
she had warrded Fritz.” tlon whatever
The narrator paused at this point. However. a1t “week

before the {iftv

‘received “more definite

,Nfon, and arrivig at the bouse. whar_g

Fwakers of the trust deed

L once deed it to you.

el that she was not courted for her
expectations:

Then came- another note from the
trustee Informing KEdith that he bad
information! .
that Parkioson had been married soon.
after the trust deed had been executed
and bad hid two childred born to Hm
and that the oldest of theds culdm‘
was living.

--Rdith- found it impossible to bur,
this blow with the samie fortitude as

m worted Anding the widow and
#on * fogether, —out eommun)nung th
29w ‘o them she buret into tears.” The)
mother put ber arms about her and
sodthed her, then left bet with David,
'I‘lkinx “her-hand, he said to her: -
‘“l mave n story to tall you. My
mother and 1 while living in Colorado

3

4 heard of thls vacant lot and, having

known-of it from my father; concluded:
to.come enst and look. into the matter)
1 bwing the grandeon of one of the
Besides, '
destred to sottle tere to peactice my
~profession. 3ty mmher. having tnves’
tignted the iatter of the lot nad hear

owner of it, tn onler ‘to learn sooie’

Ffhlog oF von brought vou here to’ sow

it hefore doing so she had proved
wy claim to the lot  Khe.did not tell
me who sou were tili you had been
bere some time, bhising taken a fauncy

ftn you and being desirous to give you MAary. standing pndgy and fat footed

an literest in-the property through .ine
‘1 this st s sacceeded by your tofe”
¥ness. My father was jnterested in
mines in Coloraddé and leff us a for-
tone On-teceiving-thiz lot 1 shall at
And it you will at
the same time deed vuursmf to me you, .

- will make me o hnpm mian ~

Edith sat iooking ot the man who

+ Do you rethember that blue vaivet
‘tng that you were rxpecting to-be m!,suxt. 1 had st winter™

ed her husband as he dasbed oat ot
the room.

“YLet us o in at once, Mary. 1 bad
forgotten how the days were allpplug
by and that it was time to expect tb.s
»chickens. Won't George be surprised?

of her new cndeavor she now packed
her pretty gowns into all sorts of im-
possible places and had Mary, the
maid. scrub tho vubbyhnlp and wash
the one window

*You're laying youuelfllable ms'm.”
"warned” tli¢~ expreasman  gloomily,
Mary daryly.

They entered the cubbyhole and as-
sisted seven anxions chicke fnté the
world. The brooder was walting ul
hovered them: protectingly.

the form of n hiige express crate.

-samo.sime. forxetting to:. rem:::‘g
‘i bad ot given hér
;%wilg sy et MREY ' cried “Mrs -Privte denttedty”

“\Iothlm: ma'am.” sald the man|As she examined the other exes cabe;
ANy A -tie-ainnpneared~xs-if-giad TIIE- .. 1 ballevo.tliese.others. will be._.

the

- “Indade”aad”be wm“mum:"“nmd* e

't - 2100 Jovely: ifen muu.» g f* o S

out in the morning. I do hope' thel
|peentng wilt not arouse Georme's -io
pleions.”

Several days elapsed before lr.
Pringle's-suxpiclons were aroused, and
then be shid nothing to his wife. He
was & man of action. and be knaw
jost what steps to take in such m(-
ters as this one. He went difectly'to
the offices of the board of health.

“I live In the Mvonn apartments.”
|be explained-to-the official ‘who met
him. “I'm -dead sure somebody in
that house is runniog an incubator.”

“An {ncubator! Do you mean a bahy
incubator or a -chirken lncnhtor?‘
‘azked the maop.skeptically...

4 “chicken tncubator. You can'ifool”
‘me, sir. Why. when | was & boy T
raised. more chickens that way tham

AMyons apartments.

“I suppose he thinks 1 forgot that 50
cents.” smiled Mrs. Pringle triom:
,phantly as she called Mary to help
her carry the crate into the cubbyhole.

“For the love of bivin. mum., what:
her have yex here?” gnsped that hand-
maklen as the crate dropped from ber
fingers.

“It’s an fncubator, Mary." said her
mistress impressively.

“An incubator? And whativer wonld

yex be doln® with it here?”

“Chickens: Aaybe yez'll be-kapin’ af"
ow, too, tnum. and & bit of a pig.”
,suggested \ary with irony.

_ “That will'do. Mary." said_ber mis_
trema weverely.. “L.am taking.sou inio
my confidénce because | want your
belp in thils @iktter, and | want to keep
it a secret from Mr. Pringle until it
proves {tself a success. I've bought
wséveral.books on chicken raising,-and -1
‘know them by heart. T¥e bought-eight
doxen ou: of White Leghorn fowis—
you know they are very small and joat
the thing for an Apartmerit house incn. ”1
bator! | bave a brooder ordered, too, P
annwmw.cuuumnnmm”‘,,l’.‘:“"‘""‘
brooder will hover them like a mother| "3 seed aa inapector
bhen." promised: the officisl, and be

“SBeems like them chicks oughter have x down the pame of the,
a_might' of God's Dieseed sunshine,
mum” commentsd Mary as shé drag.| M- Pringie procesded on s wlf h
ged the reniniaits of the trate-away, = |DusiDess and thought wmo mibre bbit

“The sun shines directly down the :g:t'::‘“;n:nm h relched, u Lens
Iskylight ‘at ‘noon, Mary, and _they. will z
‘bave some then; but, you see. belng in-|, Lbere he found Mrs. P"”‘.'f '“'“.;.
cabator chicks. they probably do not. :::nmr; :’o'v:'r:d':;‘;;;:; lm‘ “;"
tequire sunstifne. T should think elecc |the background. There was a strong

trie Ught ¥

..Hu;mf‘.'.‘?“gfﬂedw{,:g from the |smell of disinfectant In the air.

kitchen “What's the matter? Are you sick,

“AMary " Irene? What is it. Mary?" Mr. Pringle

tater i fired off these questious. all at once a8

“Yeu intim." responded Mary Abe toesed acide his hat aud keelt be
'slde fils wife

But Mrs tringle could only ‘moan

pitifuuy,and refuse.all égplapation. or
solace. - -~ -

“Tell me what has bippencd. Mary®
‘be commanded.

“Shure, 'twnas the board of hilth as
raided the buitdin’. sorr it seems Some
blaék. hearted traftor ran and tattled to
11 ‘the- doorivay the board .of hilth that somebuddy was
- =}- was thivking of"mIvidg it 15 The| & rrkapinof ridckens fothix honse, wnd
laundress, Mary She’s about the right|% it come noon and there was & great -
size.” ubspr‘gd Mre. Pripgle. with fine|fUmpusin’ arotud when they ralded
diplomacy - “I--knew yon wouidu't |IFeTY apartment in the house a-tookin’
care for n" for chickens, sore!”

There wns an vocomfortablé pause, | “H'm!" commented Mr. Pringle.

“But I would be Fikin' it. mum.”| ‘‘Then they cowe here! cried Mury
crled Mary explosively. *'Tis me that](ragicaily. “And they siiffed and thay

your life” 1 know the smell of the
wretched kerosene lamp: 1 ueonht
the atmosphere of the_brooder.” and. I
bave heard the peeping of the chlch."

“Whom do you suspect? ukﬁ the
oficial. e

i don't know; 1 leave that for yeu td
fnd out.” returned Mr. Prioglé rithen
tartly. “I'ni furnlahing you ‘the Walely
wdtton, and 1 thought m

called her mistress a little

And-winter befom m-xt - uddod \!m‘v
enardediy,

“Of course  though it <
gkl as neiw this mihute

“Except fer the skirt hein’ éut too
wide fer this sagson’s style.” corrected

almost as|

m«uwm’mlmlﬂ'

u;olld." i

R I

e

but presently continued:
“You arc the first persod to whom 1

Tlis father, un: have impsirted fhits secret. and | haveoné person.

tmparted it to you with an object. 1

{véar poriod expired Ellicon bad g
rvexd down the probable ownierahip to
‘Edith Moore, a8 girl of
nineteen, the oldest daugbter of @ san{

| roctly the emotiens under which she-Denidin’ over the tub. “Thank you king |

tience, he expected her o see at once 28 $6on 83 yex is ready to hand it over

had tevesledihis little plot to her with- alwsys thought it the purtiest dress|smelled nhd they pried and poked it
too much natonishineiit to reply nt once Y¢7 ever had  Skure. that Aun Ma.
Had he 16t come to Inve her possibly #uire could uever get {oto the coat,
he-tight have eq“mn“,d somewhat.cor- she's that: stretched with washin® and
I'lt take the blue suit

was thoved With tover.itke itnpa. '¥F. Mrs Pringle.

*What secret?™ a

they disbedvered the mistress’ poof lit-
tle sierét she was a-kapin' from Fex fo
swate, sorr” < .
sked Mr. Pringle.
with a premonition of coming evil

“The iittle Brilers she was a-rafsin’

should hitve acted as I did upon the was the righfful owner vuless the mi-)
discorvery of Gusiav's body. | have marvied member of the quartet had
told you the story that T might ask Fou marvied and tind left a grandehiid older
whether 1 did right or whether 1 did than Miss Xoaro
wrong.™ | Edith Moore was an orphan n voi
“That.”* 1 mpued, “is 8 matter of poor clreumetances. She Uved in-Chi
opinion. Ieas only assure you that had cage and was endeavoring to stpport
I beehr in your place 1 wonld have lierselt and her younger brothers and
dione exactly as you did.” - |sisters by her needle. Klison did not
“Shoald I not have told Pfiefter my like to infortn ‘her-thiat. she was proba.
sacret 1bly heirto a fortune until he Feit war-
“You wouid luve a.tued nu mind »' ranted in turiing it over to hér. But
to his son being dead. But through{the mmtter by this tiine had bécome
‘him you might hive revented the tru getierslly koS wn, and she bewrd of it
o thome who woiild bétter mot know " titough others. This: ‘way nnrorthnﬁte:
‘e’ spesiker 'grupeu my hind ¥ for rantil' it waik deliaitaly proved. thet
m.mm e’ ' ' - »»&imeoquhmtlﬂlm
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'Then T discovered that Twanted you
“that'

u-m o

ro's homT

what e lind been. planning for mouths
and lnterxnretod what beé saw-ih hed
exprewmn for au inability to snrrendor
“her tiexrt with herself,

“l a1 disappointed.” be safd  “My
wiother-and 1, having already all the in

_come we téed, simply brought you int

our homhe to ¥arn if you were worthy,
and {f you were we Intended to offer
to resigti this additionai fortune to you.

1 needed you. snd'1 was in ‘hopé
fhe lnten-upted bim, buf not wit)

‘'worGs. Thire were fio words to K
preéé what she tolt ne cau:ht bcr »
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As for thém blessed chicks. I'lt watch
over them liké an old hin mesilf unth
they come-out. and divvie a worrud rn
bmthe t6 M. Pringle until some foine
dn_v 1 poke & biled chicken @nder hig the -
fipse at the table, poor man." - ]and the broeder and all the little chic.
“Very well, Mary.” siniled Mrs. Prin-| peepin® mournfal-iike. They made un
gle.  “We: will hive to seé thut the|swape up the mess on the door, and
iamp doesp't .get td flaring, and we they spritkied thelr disinfeckant stuft’
must be careful that the temperature til weé're nost dead with it all"-nnd
- kept just 8o, If you'll sin out and|Mary wagged her hesd gléomily.
get some kemsene I'Il start the thlng
golng" . {uiean -ak 1o have told on e, aobhq
m’fhme:e 1;" mnch enumsiusm over |Mrs. Piigle- -on_his bosots. o
tailation of the incubator in the| weonder!’” ‘remted Mr, Pﬂiﬁh
Pringle’ apabtment.  The e'l?mt of | winktng ' solewnly at bis refectmiy’
'thmm&e 'thlﬂrror want by

eyt §

fer to woke up to yez the loss from yer
 sickness, sorr,” sgid Mavy tearfully
" ‘Twas a grand sacret &id swaté av
her to think av It ail by berself. Yes,

3
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sorr; they took away the incubaytar- -

“I. wondet who could havé. been s
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