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Opening Game 

Special Base Ball Edition lor the Fan* in wefcome to th« Eaatern League Champion*. -Jnf J » . 

Rochester, J£ Y-, May ft 

JOHNSON WOULD BE ] 
INVINCIBLE WITH WINNER 

".•cord of Washlnston'a star Pitcher 
Proves Handicap Which Losing 

Team Puts on Great >. 
Pitcher. 

tbe bos. 
The opposing manager get* a bunch 

that Johnson t3 scheduled to work. 
"There's so use spading « good pitch
er against this fellow." he will say to 
himself or one of fata lieutenants. 
He'll practtcAUy admit from the start 
that Us team la doe to be defeated, 
an* he will send In one of hla unre
liable* to take a chance. 

TtmFa the reward * pitcher gets for 
being a star and to* reward a dub 
geta far having that pitcher on tta 
payroll. Probably no baseball player to tb.3 

coetntry is betas more discussed by tbel „ _ .. . 
fax*, .ban Waiter Johnson, the W a a ^ j » ^ * « | ^ * * f * < » » ' " | « ' "_>«> 
lagtou'8 American star twU-ter, Jnst «| ~ """* "" 
before the season opened Waller quit 
and refused to also * contract became 
n» did not receive tils demand for an 
Increase in salary 

Jack Coombs, tbe steel armed 
'labium wants*'? p i t c h e T o f "» "»"«*«i»«» 

$7,500 and a three year contract. Aft-1$ * ^ ^ * D * - h M w a e bobbi"-« 
er -a lltUe dickering the club campjro-,* C°»,ectJon 

mtoed. and be auachted^h»4oim.Ua«<4, 
(ocX to a paper calling for $21,000 torj • > 
the next three fears. 

Borne Washington critics claim that 
Jotmson'a demands were tee great and' 
his record did not warrant the ln; | | 
ireaae ---* — ' * t and that tie was not wttb a Qrstt 

PITCHER COOMBS HAS ONE 
PSCUUAR HOBBY. 

Thmte ey Aaasrtoa* H0 aaeeatouea. 
warata Jcaora<», *i««rj*irro«* oaa*T 

Mxcajat, 
divtoton team. More tana war* bend
ed oot when tbe big fallow waa baste* 
la his till debut. 

In contrast to this are fans and crit
ic* ta hti horn* and other cltlaa who 
are ravins over tbe Idaho wonder. 
Wise tsan. baaeballlcally. with whom 
the blatorlc naaea or baseball art aa 
familiar aa tbelr own. have hmnmed 
hit praises and have placed him on a 
pedestal irltb the greatset of the great. 

Tot there are those—those things— 
wbtcb do him Injustice Bccordj are 
often a court of resort upon wblcb 
judgment of a player is based. Just 
think what one's opinion jit. Walter 
Johnson would be If one scanned 
the pitching averages during the tin* 
Walter Johnson has lingered among 
the American leagoera and baaed bla 
•pinion of Johnson on tboae averages 
alone!•• "̂  " •' ' . ' -•*"*'•>"' 

Walter broke into the big show 
during; the season of 1907. Sine* that 
time be boa been successful only once 
In gathering more victories in aa; one 
season.tlian losses, A perns*! of the 
records of 1010 will s5hpw" that that 
was tbe only year In which Johnson 
ended above tbe half way nxark.^._. 

In *Urie fear years In which be fits 
steamed tbe sphere over the rubber for 
Washington he baa gained, a higher 
axefaseMban that of bis club. Kven-
to i960, the year of the big hurricane 
for Washington, which retnlted in the: 
demla*'oOoe CantUlon as a major 
leaguê  mtnager and in a final average 
of 288- for Washington. Johnson won 
thirteen games and lost rwenty-uve, 
which gave him an average of .342. 

To pass from Johnson's individual 
prowess. It Is interesting to contem
plate what effect a winning croo will 
have npon a pitcher's fame ana Ms 
place in tbe hearts of the fang. 

Imagine for n moment where John-
soft would rank if placed with a team 
which finished one. two, three, im
agine bow that pin wonld look to the 
opposition as it sailoi over tbe plate 
when Johnson bad thAconfldence born 
or repeated victories. Imagine tbe joy 
of a high class club playing behind a 
pitcher wljom every club held in awe. 

Some people have even'gone ao tar 
as to say that Johnson* never would 
lose a game if connected with a pen
nant winner, d* course that's absurd. 

Tbe mere presence of a man o£ that 
caliber In the box is half tile victory. 
Around tbe Washington crab's btneb. 
•ny day t&ci Johnson t» tcnedoMI to 
pitch one can hear the- phayera say': 
*T^1. ttersy* wtbmfffto It today, 
waiter la going to pitch.'* HTnoMplay-
«•' g» Mt on' to* fl«M styarflair M 
'wta* tadca cbaacaa tiatfa tftiay WMdi 

Jbtt a I * M rsaatM* awa t i ' 

of pipes. No matter 
whir* be travels, he tonre the 
tanet, small streets and the curi
osity shops. Be is always In 
host of another trophy for bis 
smoking emporium. 

S e bos every style, bore and 
caliber, bat ho confesses that 
the sweetest one of the lot la 
an. old corncob tornace that be-
wfaUEt ifGar a, battle on the dia
mond. Coombs Is a quiet fellow, 
bnt any one desiring to open up 
a conversation with the (Qjgbty 
man from Malno only has to talk 
"pipes" and be is snra to be en
tertained by the peerless pitcher. 

KEEP AN EYE O N JACKSON. 

Cleveland's Crash Vauno Oittfeloar 
Out Far letting Miners This to****. 
rrobanly th* work of no player on 

the CSfTaUnd teem la being mora 
cloaely watchad Vm that of Joe* Jack
son, tbe Nina* brilliant canter fielder. 
The young ex-Sontdern leaguer, who 
tod taa American league batters last 
T*tr with an ATersfa- of JS7 for the 
twanty-gaises In which he partklpafc-" 
e< ha* d«cltr«d be Is ont for ̂  bat 
Uac sonoti or tha country. laateunv 
Bar Jackson was i sseaatloa in t s* 
Said, at bat and os the baa* lines t s 
ta* Southern circuit- Ha-looked like 
tow aces to a man with hla last peso 
ts a showdown to tba Cleveland fans 
test fall. 

This season lis appears to be aa food 
If not a bit better thin the- closing days 

i#*VlSMu .-He to * ierriJse hittar. wieeeV-
lag a bet that wonld make a Samson 
BMlrat*. AnietJcanleegne pitchers say 
taey will find his wee kn ess pretty soon 
cad alow htm np, but old timers who 
nave watched him. ihake their seeds 
and Insist u s soft spoken boy is aa-
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Holiday Games 
Montreal, Decoration Day, May 30, two garw«/ 

Toronto, Independence Day, July 4, t*ogame« 
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JOB iACnasejt, onavaxAiin's OKACK 
WIKttDtS. ) 

other Lajole, a batterwithout a weak
ness, . It is certain, that Jackson last 
fall faced the best pitchers in the 
league and that they til looked alike to 
him. In addition to Ms splendid bat
ting, Jackson la as fast' a man as Ty 
Cobb. 

He covers a wonderful amount of 
ground in tbe outfield, and bis throw
ing la of the sort that makes the blase 
alt up and toss t ielr hats into the air. 
Jackson played with the .Stew Orleans 
club last season and led bis league 
i s batting with a percentage of .85*. 
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