MAIJNNA AND CHREST-CHILD.

A CHRISTMAS DRYAD.

By ADDISON HOWARD G18SON.
opyrighy 1910, by Atneriamnn iTess Asgo-
clatlon § N
T was t*hristmas dos. apd the sup
slied a gouden radiayee over the
Arizonz - devert. brown Dreasted
and spiotcbed with mescqullp and
eactis  As the cow [uny bure lela
Warren over the tadistoet trall sbhe
el deep hireaths of tho ozone of the
Soothiills
- “Ihls {s Uving'™ sbhe cried, stretch-
fier arms toward the trees which
hrdered the causon. “irs grand to
speua Christmos all alone by one
sl out on this grewt desert.
“To st¢ me pow o ane wourld think
me thirty-fve years okl she langbed,
.. awinging lizhtly to & seat oo a-favor-
g hranch of a Uve oak. “~The weat
"M given me back strength. yooth and
—well, In s degree forgetfuiness of ti.e
pest’ The casnge has taught me a
wenderiol uhﬂownh‘y}-nt

. &be took mn apple frvm her lunch
bag and ate It
Suddenly a atir |
tn (he manzanita

[fL  bushes behind
= fer aftracted hoer™
attention Peer-

ing through the
leaves of her ro
trent Lela gaw n

taid, wefl Dbuilt

mao in hanter's
garb piching bls’

way through the ,

pardv e if 4 hgve seemed overpre
sumpraous. Having no cards with me,
I'll Inrroduce myvelf by telling yoo 1
am the minlog engtneer from the Cop-
por Kedght property I eame gver to)
the mines to do some constroction
work. Dut the men deserted me for a
bolidny . so in” self defenss | turned
oimred and found a dryad. ™

rom  her ieafy porch  the Adryad)
walched the man as be went whistling
away over to the spring  There was
something in hts half piayfuyl spcacb
and the casy swing of his gait that
scemed strangely famiilar to ber,

He was bullding a Gre
rocks whien bo called to

“If the dryad will Jook ru show het)
how to cook garmo without pot or pan.
An Indian guido showed mo" hs ex:
Dlained..

Over . fire of «Ary bark mnd teeigs b))

fixel momo green mesquite
“whith “the " gabaé

W, doscend, fur the tide moroms
aills bad g"cn her a vigorous

nouneed, spreading paper napkins over
% shoots rock, “Here are bLeef sand
wicties, olives, cheese, crackers, Og
wafers mnd one large apple,” she con-
tnued, taking urloua articlen]
- from tior-*3
on the improvised table,

"A fomsst for-a dryad.” xatd the man.

“Aud a nimrod.” sbe added. meeting
the toyish smile on his face with con-
Quence It will be a unigue Christ.
mos dinner ™ |

"1t witi be the moat delightful one
.ever enten.” recklessly declared the

chaparral directly i mnn, defly turning the brofling game.

toward her tree
H o approached
with the elastle
tread of  virilo
1 manhood. resting |
' A PALL MAN IX his rlfle against
WUNTIE'S GARB.  the ook, Thep he
femg bimself at Itz (rank ond stretch
of his fnihe upon the earth to rest.
Por a mionzte she studied the n-
srder, debating in her wihd the best |
weans of acquainting bim with her
occupaney of that retreat.  Sud-
: tplm of mischigr avercamo
tie let fall an tak ball, slie,
p%nckeﬁ trom 8 nearby twig. Tho,
gall gredn globe struck the man’
mlrely on the head. b 4
txmtly he erang to oet, |
‘u&glu E AN rm‘*g Bi
.wp through the live oak’s branches,
“You cnn't’ challelige v that way,
‘Mr. Squirrel,™ bhe said. polatibg the
dfle upward: *nof with fmpunity.” '
Lela gave a lttle cgugh.  *“Don't
‘kBoot e, please,” she called down. “1
plend guilty.”

8he encounteresd a.pafr.of surprised ) -

Brown eyes looking np at ber. Drop-

‘ping hisg rifle to his side, the man Iifted “LELA WAXRER]"

his hat politely.

*I never suoot dryhds,”

*1 suppose,” . she said, o smile hove
-ering on -the- lips- “that-you are Paipe,
factly famillar with dryads”
« “Hardly,” be answered. smiling up
ot bher. *“1 know very little except
fiey are safd to live th trees, -Are
the other live oaks in this canyor -
Mbited ‘by your cousiris?”’

A twinkle came into the dryady

eyes. “Possibly,” she refOrned;

#yon know we have family trees.”

&od bigan ‘peering

When the gamme was done the (wo
821 down and ate together with oo

s constralnt and with real congeniality.

As she stood under the live oak fas-
tenltig op ber abundapt light brown
hair, which tsa provokiogly umbled

)down the map gave her a pecullar
" spatehing goze

“1 ave certainly wet you before.”
he safg abruptly,
“but befongmyon
ecntered the

hecﬂed. his faco
glowing with
giadness 1
wondered Zrom
the first I

in “some geon
long ago.”
HE “And yon #re

ORZED, John  Fletcher,”

lio answered. lypo returned; shaking hands. - Then
trer oyes fell under the radiant lightn]

odr beard prevented ay ree-

ognizlng you before,” she added,

“l was a mere stripling In those

days and you & gir} Just through fifgh
sctiodl” be sald, Then he asken

o7 boat 14

Baving one word for me? When ke

tarned from Eorope ) searched evety-
where foir you, but 0o one knew whete

*Do tbiey all have turguolse eyes like |you had gone.”

fis one?” he arked.

A shadow from the past crassed the

A IZrown crosssd the dryad's face, jweoman's face,

dut the man's gmood watured playing

0t conte yoyu heard that my broth.

hndnt et Jml.v.

quickly banisbed It, and she said: “Oh, er defaulted. Mother and 1 sold tite
yes, and their color Is beryl” looking 'old’ bome to settle ap for him.” sle e3-
- at-her sagepreen sWesterr piained. =Tl we went to Chlcago.
“I ou’t helfeve.” be pureved, “thst 'where | taught school. After moth |
the woods would reveal another jdst 'ar’s desth 1 camé west. 1 am gov-
ke you If one Jooked all day.” erness for the Evans family at Cirel
“Not' Mkely,” she replied, continuing |™ *anch” .
ae play. “I think all my kind turped| *Lela” be seid tenderly, *I have
to topaz when the fofest became |Jever {orgotten you. We are both
petrified " . atsll unmarried, thaok God!  Leok!"|
The dread, thinklog rhe phy had pro- Ihe commarxded, hix boyish spivit re
gressed quite far enough, toade no ap tarnitg, as te pointed to & cluster of
swor. ‘The mat sturted tiward the {mistiétoe'that clung te & branch of thel
g, whistiing. Suitdenly te, wheel n&kdmt aboye her hend, . Asbe Jogk-
o about and cailed back; W u
*Miss Dryud, niot being tamiilar with with «
mcode of etiguetts, & bopom -w

pEFtR sepenta;
chrhtmu deyad®

ward_fte Kimed . ter, moPmng i ’

v
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Aud Billygoat and N’annygoat are both'remcm
They get a bounteous fe&i‘ jenise

through. R ALY ‘
For, (huugh they have n0 :pmach.(hey devmur_




