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fore. the opening was besile Holt,
and exhausted.

“wmmm Holt™ excimimed Mrx

) Withont & word he handed her a. tet
er.

the letter.
been wet. A dampoess clung to-it

mnd read it It was simply an =y
nouncement that the writer was well

: that firit attraeted people’y atten-

&ght, leaving them to settie the mat-
among themselves,

berers

P by her It was very interest

dy, perbxaps to an officer.
gzl reatized the wrong she was e:r
doing, whether she was uncon-

certain it (s that she ever seern-

P ence thet sho regretted them.
A

t Point or Apuapolls academy

= the guest of her auant,
l, the wife of one of the professors.

dally pretty, 852 il & way with

then won them. Sdme said she
very clecp, otheis thit she wos a
aplo child of aatare. 8he was cer
. reckiegs. She would flirt with
jeversl men st & time without heeding
e cousequences and when corpered
ulg, if possitle, dodge them all by

20 it was that some blamed hew.
defended bher, but all were

g to see a middy come apon the
ge of the vontex, get drawn iv. drop
giving place pérhsps to a follow
Whether

of it or whether she had no ap-
b of the tenderneas of men’s

elther ashamed of her conquests or|
of them lodesd, she gmve evesrs

fine fiela for suchy girls is either the!
yhere young men are lralued for Lhwei the letieroff the table, she looked about!
arnevy Kote Langdon the year, unti? she saw something of a light

the breaking out of the Spanista browanlsh color In a corner.
erican wear visited the Naval acad | it was the letter, which had been dis
Mrw ! colored. she seired it. Khat was hefr

hadn't been thege 4 weeb before

had hatf o doxen cadets

En the class v e grudunted o fold.

spring were two young men,

'Jector Peckhiam and Lesile Holt. Both

Kete Langdon, and both fell vlo-

in love with ber. In the govern

acadermics the standard of bonox

|§ very high. Neither of the cadets

i d take ghe slightest advantage of

¥ other, But neither could find out

{ h was really the favored one. Noe

they ever sure but that one of

wergl other cadots might pot after
'S carry off the prime.

Peckham finally won, Kate gave

lier LUeart and, €o tho surprise of

- one,-Zave hime--the whale of {2

Therp were a nomnber of disnonning.

1 consequinee of tnis Yicrory,

moat sexr-ious of which was leslle

i
§

Jol,!. .Kate had giwen him a great | prescribed & gedative and left direc
Heal of encouragoment and for some . Uons that she was to be kept quiet. -

$#mo after she came to a  decislon
‘hadn't the faxcart to break with him.
When It Qnslly came oul that Pock-

Sern bad won, [olt went to sco ber to CWrred to give hor a terrible back sot.
mak. U, the .aaws. were. true.. ~She.con=r.d 1elegram. . Lram. ey, West appeared,

P 3

emed, and he told her that she hnd

wrecked his 1ife
Young men hnve saul this befury to
young women. (v inrarry somo other
amd live happlly Sowme have remaln-
od single, charishing their 1dod 1o thelr
emrtn, to tea! that idol when past
middle age and néd it demnolished.
JXolt 80 long as he ¥ved -L~ did bot
Wwve long sever rovered froin his in
tion. The words he used ot his
meeting with Kate Langdon made
first change in her By them her
gladsome natare recefved i<

firet nobering.

Meanwhile the Cuban wir swwas com-
k on, and ships and munitions were

[weing hurriedly put in condition for;served to lighten the blow.

“hy the

l-thnt -her husvangd-would at ooy tiaid

b suffered nothing in the recent en

weeks to return to her. Faving sat

bexrer. He was not there.
Thinking that what hed pateed De

lad Bim to go away without cven hav.
fng been thanked, she tossed the let

«all to stop. him. Not finding him
He was not there, nor was e any

nothing for some distance to obstrnet
ber wision.

“Strange™ she satd to herself and
returned to her room, a fear coming
over ler that the affalr was in soms

her husband. Geing to the table, she
was about to snateh up the letpe:
when she sxw that £t was not whert

for it, she did not find it.-

“I'm sure something has happened
to Hector,” she woahed “Leslle Holl
slipped away on purpose so that hel

about it Bnt how pale he loocked and
how exhausted.” -

Thinking a draft might have biowx)

Sare that

surprise to flud a seaweed.
l There was something so encanny in
all this thut she was now theroughly
frightencd. Drapping the seaweed,
she put both hands 1o her temples n|
an effort to regaln her equanimity.)
Then, rushing out of the room, she ran
into ber aunt and sank in a swoon.
Ten minates later Dr. Coggswall,

called to Professor Lyall's quarters. He
found Mrs. Peckbam lylng on a bed ip
8 bich statp of nervous - excitemesst
are. Lyall told the doctor. vorore ne

had told her, and ho dld not permit the
invalid to go over ft again. Ho sxid)
that tho cxpectation for a long while

participate in- s naval engagement *nd
the excliement attending tho recen:

. meut of hls @enth supplled I~ A sab-}-

. And the ¢adetm, top, were belngl

on Em thelr meademic course, . er busband: 1t was between her and
e graduxted a8 soon as hostliities | Lese Holt.  Bhe considered it n pun-

The tolowing spring Peckham and | a0 brooded and brooded, and all ef-
[Helt were gndu:wd and assigned to (forts on the part of her triends to con-

war vessel sajliog Tor Odba.  Peck-
and Kate were marriod befors he
m The wedding was notable
Seom the mumber of disappointed
pouang men fn dttendance. But every
of them swire by tho bride and
orod the groom the luckiest wan
st had ever woced wom
Kate, baving joined the navy matrl-
, felt at homae at o naval sta-
and her aunt, who adored her,
fwvited her to mmain with her In-
dcfinitly. So Kate stayed where she
would be In touch with her hrusband
S mnore than at home. That was an
jeiting sumaner,  Flrst came news of
Abe fOplit In mnlfn ‘bay, then the en-
tance of the Spanish Admiral Cerve-
ow's flect into Cubarn . waters, fs at-
sempt to escape and fts destruction.
Peek!um ;and Holt went through
s last ﬂgh!:. and when it was over
m ordered to the
of & u supply boat and
directed to sail for the Brooklyn navy

yrd.
w“Oan 1 do anything for you at
me? te asked of Peckhom,

“Nothing, wunless you will take a
Siter for m» wife. You can mall It
=% soon a8 you get to Brooklyn.”

“With pleasure,” replied Holt.

Peckliam wrote a short note to his
wife and gawe it to Eoit.

“The trap Pm to comionnd fis not
wery seaworthy,” sald the latter. ™It
# meet 8 big blow I may not get
throngh, Bugt I promaise you, Hector,
that your wife shall have the lettet.”

Peckham thoped that his  friend
mwould get through safely, and they
girtad

One morning young Mrs, = ecmmis
‘was sitilog I her room at Annapolls
zeading accoants of the naval fight off
Oaba—she had read them many times
Mefore-when & draft blew open the
hor udthwacme inwthe»mu

|

1helped her; but did not eure hor. She

i

fight had boen o etrain upon her nerves
that Bad produced hallucination. He

But Mr Pockham did not recover
from the strain as soon as was expect
el And one morning something oc-

ln o morning paper stating that n little
noval tender, commanded by Leslie
Holt. had been wrecked on oue of the
keys and all on bnard had been lost

Mrs. Lyall kept this news from her
nlece as long as she dared. boping the
lovalid would goin strength aond there|
would be less dsnger in communieat
ing it to her Finally, fearing that
Ksote inight hear it frum others. she)
told ber of young Holt's death.

If anything woas needed to romplede
fhe capviction that the wraith of the
vn swho had told her sbe had wrecked
iuls life bad visited her, the snnounce-

sequent lotter, however, from Peckham
Kate felt

that the matter had no reference to

{ihment for having trifled <ith him

vince her that there was nothing In §t
except a creation of her owan brain un-
der & nervous strain wore fruitess, - -

In timme Peckham came north, and 1t
was hoped that his presence wwould lift
tho cloui that hung over his wife. It

went about as before, but how chang-
ed! “¥What a sad sight {8 Mrs. Peck-
ham,” sald one of the men with whom

Thinking it to be from her huy
banad or that it poight brisg ber bed
zewy from him, her attention was o
mentarily turned from its bearexr i
It boke evidence oF having

and the letters of the superscription
had run together. She tare it open

gagement and hoped befoe many

fsfied. herself that. it boded 70 harm &
the man ghe loved, she turmad to it

iween them before her marriage had

ter on a table and ren ount into the!
the hall, she went out on to the poreh)

where to be zeén, though there wad

way connected with a misfortune e °

she had put it Looking on the Bool

wenldn't have to say saythiog io T

modlenl oficer at the academy. way

stw tho paticnt, the story her nleeri
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she had trifled—one of the older ones,
sn officer. The matter proves the in-
nocence of her action when so many
of us were attentive to her. Wicked
people are not remorsefal The tender
conscfences are usually to be found in
{nnocence, Had she been a hoartless,
a wicked fiirt, the fact that she had
wrecked a man's lfe woyld have pleas-
el her. Instead of this, his telling her
that she had wrecked his life wrecked
hors. He should not bave Said such
a thing to her, nnd be wonld not have
sald it had he been older and realized;
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the effect it would bave on her

1t Is a decade since this shock came
to Mrs. Peckham, and. although it has
somewhat worn away, it has left fts
effects. She s stili beloved, for at
heart she is the same Innocent weo-
man, though very different from the
days of her girlhood. Every one ¢x-

or wour

and Oonvemenée.
this busy holiday
time, wyou should
order a trap for
:hoppmg !rom Hiz-

uins, “49
Taxicabs, Limous.

cept herself refers the vigit of the
wralth 10 o shock coming from over-
sirijned nerves.  She would o8 soon
aanbt Dier existonce oS QOUDL. ine ¥e3s-
ity of the visit. After sufficiently re-
covering to talk about it she declared
that she not only smelled the salt air of
the sea, but saw LesHe Holt standing
before her—unot lifelike, it is true, be- |
cause ke was very pale, and he had
the appearance of having been {n the
water. The only thing to prove her
positionn wae the tetter she recelvd
and tEe seawess, but that disappeared |
during her first shock and sevet was
recovered,
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