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"I don't sco how wo oasi » M to 
Observe Christmas thin year. Iluury." 
W*terkod Mrs, Tlddioborry two week* 
*>pfgre that anniversary. **Wo'vo bad 
90 much siefencHB a»d bad lock during 
t l » past twelve, raoutbs t h a t to make 
•Iljr gifts will mean getting In debt f..r 

"A bath rol»' Out "f w hai iM|»-r'' 
"I bad ao ostra blanket, a sui.-tll one 

'BO I d jed It red Btii] made u moe f..r 
ALZINA'S 

TREE 
T h e Momentous Part 

Played lit Christmas 

I t 

P . B A N K H E A D 

u j Aii.iTU-art i'o-aa 

i»'*^>=^-' 

,<V^<f»^'That'll «I] for Unnle 
* ibatb robe." 

(\ 
i. 

* lilui, uil»B » curtain m r d ami I.H»M.I« 
dyed the sntno color. Tbiifii nil e n t»pt 
the popcorn and i-tntuy l ^ i - v e r »i«nM 
a penny for anything cxitjpt HIII» mid 
omnges " 
j "It « enough. A MID- l idi l l . tierri >< let 
(you were the I-X.|»»IIIMII uf the u l f i l f -
iChrlstniaa! Uood oitfht. iii) i l«u <•" 
to bed I HIHIII nit u p . n v b t l c " 

I "I'm afraid I've npulled your c i in»t 
inns by objecting t o tin- (.renew..." she 
gold, wltli roiupoiK*t|i>n In l ier lone. n« 
Blio lingered by b i s aide 

Not nt nil. uiy dcui 1 wuuldii t be, '"" r , , c l fni"'l'""»<- » » « set In a 
surprised If Ibis turui-d out to be thejwhl le eipuu»e of »u>m. T h e drooping 
bnppifst CbrlnltiuiH u i r . i T l u d " elm» pr.il n I.-.1 tbe ruof with w i d e 

For n Ions while ufter htn wife uud upreud urmii . loiued Ui ermine, a n d 
departed Mr Tldillebi'iri waited in *l w|it-re u„- , r|,y, w iud hud blown a w a y 
Ietlie. auil when tie h.i.l .|Ultc deter ',Ui- , . ,V , . , |U 1 I l u v ' builm were durkly 
[ l j lu i") " I n ti>i-t t i i i i t ' M l l l i ' i l tit- t i p 

lucil i.t,ri ii I»I .mil fru l ie iween the |»«r 
IWQgexpemMi . n o d Ittm tauullllne; I - |„r and the bull .l . .wl uiuler tin 
« > Ulllt ItullK. tilt » l"iklUK<\l t t f l IluihlHK IHI 

Ml". Tldtllelicrry Uwkwl txjj fnuu tils nuund "ti the farpfttil ».«.r 
J«pcr WHU a telleval exiJ*e>- „ . . u 

fcte tired faee. "I've beonpoisdtT _• 11,- • 
matter for several days, my d>-m 

Suddenly the wtf» Itiuk«-<1 ui> ami 
B»W her lltMilmud tul.M n »-li;ar f r o m 
his pocket, regard it a\m nUilUHy un . l 
t h e n , Blgblpg. return It In t t i e nmo 

"Henry," B!H> KOUI. "mtmfae t.-ur c-l 
S&r! Toil QiHslll't tbtuk >-wU re tfi»liii; 
to save on your uulj •(.imt-.l»iii..i, ju.->i g:«n-
tO l>ny »OU}» fuullsti liuimpxmp fur i | 1 P UU.M 

•CiliWre». Ut iw mafit ut yoEor tnnitttrs 'a'' 
Salary will fln-rii IK? after y o u n I n d dr-pi. 

I'llwt lit- tmtii-il u |!ii>kusii 
ed nitb uur<tliiUil utltnir.iii 
ciittuii 'mi"- hiin«*ii<' i 
red and >I-II..H U jmif • I 
glow* -irut ii IKMIU tti.r in 
luiiKiU f-T II.- fxuinl i !• • 

• uuil K«'K 
"ii t i t iuH ^ 

ts •• 
i . n ' « i i k i d lM,ni 

w i f e I..-1.1 M'H 
I .if *!>.< V H't i l • 

s l . i t - l i . - i | i i^.i luii t h e hrlf lbt blue s k ^ 

A t t i ln spiral <>f Mtiukr dr i f t i t j u p 

fi-i^ii thi I' * • b l i f ine i a m ] Hhituiiif>rHtl 

a m i ) lut . i iiuihliurtHiM 

I (i^.,. t<i lt» Hi'Ultl ImW \l lIlih.H ^T^W 

tin « t i i n l » t - ia ' i - f i i l . w l y r ibut b a d 

l i n u Jit. i l i!>-il ttlHU M l « a A U l t i . i W a n 

lues in I ••! ila'ri'iit: 
une 1>«* Lb- I liiiili* -
eaiiil nliil 'i tiljj or i i l i - ' 
be IIHIT.MI In I ti«- I. 

..I : iI.I I I . . i' 

lj.ini 

l u l l 

•t i i n ! h u ' 

l i n l i u l t ;i 

111 t l r n t ' I ' r 

i. • ! • . . m i l l i 

» » t - » J (Hu-1 -

o i l . I .-•!•. • | > l 

I . i - ' i i j i i i A. 

>\-Bul.'l. tb 
A f t e r Ii. i - . u - . t > .ii.ii< 

b i K b u m i i i i ' u • ii i i i i !•< 

T l i t t | l i i l « * i i • f *(> | l*Cil l ' ' l | i -« 

Ilfld neiif in IKHI j i i i eh 

hli* wtt II * 1 | M * » lllll*>w» 

Ijiler Mr-. Tliblli "•• ri\ 
b e H k b I I I T *li>» p l i i i ; t i ' ini'n 

down In tin* durktKiiii in 

•o I. I IC 

K . . . • • 

•lu.J I. 

.f •»'...• 

l i f c ' l . l . 

111. . .~ - . l 

I . . I . m l 

l u i n u ' nf 

*b& first of t»> year^' 
'afOIie,*' eonfdWMl her linssbanil r-»»i 

' T h e n w h y tiitoutd wo try to ui.«i.n. 
ObrlBtmas J OBI a s If this venr lu, . l 

• b e e u a proaperouB onvf 
"You liav© stumped aie Ainu- I 

l u t © to give op Christiana. fc»ui I k'.u-»-
•we'll Jinve to ." 

T U d o ( l w best I ran." pruniiac-i! 
Mm. Tlddlobcrry a « tdio fottSnl u|. Uu> <* , lrr l l" : 

•Wckl l lgs . "Tliero will be cnmiub ti 
««£ . but it \YHl ho ptaln I t a l i l i lit t i e 
Money a w a y fur Hubs H U H ami r«.r 
XWaltfll flaw coat, juid that -will bo oa,«>lwn«- •"'"'> "'"1 « «u«»U.. 
tt»-Chrtetm«B Ihoy e a o h n v e thi»jear m'"iv " >"<<*«"* •l«'""1 '•. n.. 
I a u i mitlio »omo btook watuut randy a i H - returmil It war. uut i.i 
ftw tlMStO antl Mine popcorn."" cv^ fbru«tma» mm «n» ix-epiuu H U T 

*TT«»'t« rtCbt, *» GWU«I, A M I ' , " and ." 1 1 ' r l l u o f ""' n,,rM unii elldini: IJu 
i i ^ ^ l d a i e p c r i r j b e n t Jo klUf. Iior floxll-10'1' TlddWUcrry« - bedroom window 

t in - f i t l i \ » i i I ' I I . in- M I ' U h e r 
• ••i-..i i lit- \ \ lil-.u I^jHt.nri « tin 

....in ..f bt»r ..tin Ui" I.a** 
*.i- . . r j fni uuuitni »b» a t e 

•!• •' 'lid bilked Im-tiiiautly 
. . - , , ' . n i l M..11UI i . i h , I , I T « • » 

.• U . i i . i "•!•» ii««.. . . -.f b « - r 

• -.ii 1 i.i nitler in i-gi iijn- 1 ue 
niniiiiili.il nf bpr munirj - loiifrtj. 
i t . 1 i i t r . 1 t i n - T i i i . i » i h . \ s.-it 

m l • ' ' . . - . i t , 1 1 ^ 1.11.III t ir i - ^1 n 111^ H I 

'iTtfi'rrtun-jj- •-. 4Ir ina WTJT bnltrhj!} j» 
i-.ir «•/ 11.I mliietiM fur the IKJ.I tttiii 
I 1 utfhi il« in W n bile Mrs i..i»l.uri 
Ui in . l l t i l r e ^ a . U i ; t 1*1 IMt l iaw . a n l - M i t t ] 

it | .eu I I I . - I M I ! In 1 I n t e l UiJ. 

, ; I....: ' 

,1 t . d l l 

1. u K i ' 
Sol' l i . 

I t n l H i l i 

I I " 

Sll.l .t . 

ami I. 

ami 

bla Kiii'k« lii-niile lh>t£* >*i«* ln-nnl h i m 

id l l i l l . i l tin- k • . .11. n I I I i 

t int I.- i ' l u t a m i i i l i t i i i . i i i - 1 . . . . I . . . 

o f &tui k t n i i a ..11 t h e o l i t l f 

J u n l In f . ' l e i l n> l . i i - i ik I . . .I.w.r 

iiuurt* 
r 

HI 

11,. 

. k . i i < i 

1. W / h , 

• - t i . ' I . " I 

i t - i l l h i l l b.- l » 

b - i n d . .II.I l i e ' 

-1 ml I ' l i i - - 141:1 • . 

l-lnln L'rm ilr.'-
« :l • i l l |> \t 11 .11 

l i . n « b i l e f . . i i i | 

it t i l i i t t 

1 ii u 111 

n . 11 f; 

|t (IMt..^l 

i . fhi l her tiead 
11 h e i t . i in iKer 
11 . i . - l i i l i - i i i l i - r 

In r H u r l ) f i f t h 
. 1 - f n - l i kin 

u r u i 1 v i~« i t . 
. 1 . • i .r- ^1, 

•« .1I11I h e r I . i . 

I . ' . ' . I, ' 

. M i l l 

a nil u i i 

[• . l e u r 
tt •! .* .1 

t . i i b a t r 

m i l h e r 

i r b . r 

I b e 

•d.clifck. that the little tilrl ntlrrnl frt.ui Uer 

•ip-*«>.-. 

"Mrlnn" -niil \ | r * Liinhnrv pumler 
un-ilt I iM-n-r tti.iiifh' t'-u H.-r 11111. h 
»i«re tn <°lirl«tnm-> ' 

The ..Hi.-' iimki-U ii|. in.|iiirlngl) I 
dim I kotin IIB 1 i - i w dlit KUtii out 
8ln<-e I mm n Mttlp thing Yen • » 
We ho.l '..i^ ..f trtnililp u ben I wu*» 
yoUDK | l Hiiiinteil Hu If t h e r e QUO a i l 

other eniptt .-hnir r t i r t I'lirlstrnQ" till 
tbev were nil ffiixie Sin. e then If'ti 
boen 11 IntwHdime «e«i*nn 

Mr* I anbury ••'•nyheil deprei n'lngly 
... . . . . . , , , . . . . "Peeing o» )ut] ttnn'i net murh «tore by 

_Me. erieo u u n i r ^ i w r j U n i t - , , w „ 
n i s i ' bnetv ynn sviitjlrln't mtod' 

'If 1 wnui i.ver t.« Mm Repbo'a t o 
spenfl the d 

Wi^n aho fcroko « i e noww in Unalo w n r n i umt a a i - •••o-dlj uUppwl dunn 
Bob the nest day tt*«-ir yotms; , n p •'•"•"' arvT lbv priektng mrpet 

**tm(trowquiteroond andHoieion,and' J u 8 t "" B n B r«"-beii ber bedroom 
• * • felt a liCtlo lump ID her throat a*.door her fathers t.iln. n.arwl In mock 
tk*y trodgod oil t o iwhoo* with a reroclty ' Merry ('hrimiuaa IVbupioi 

5fRl "Alt right, mothBr. denr." , there r 

lumd, 'TJUt tmsy won't «ny nay inaaj, everybody 

"Sf•SrS'iS!?1- f T P . ? T . L '̂WB."""! """T1 ,fur °" "?J!* •f"1"" ""• «• • s"-"»«--»" "•«•'» 
Mr. Tkldlct>«rry derelopod m hnlnt of 'dieborryi to arUe, f o r 11 m u a Christ- i f o m h u . » , n l l l | , , . „ l n n w -

W ar k ln j Uto In U*» city, and cat-tj.aja* IUBUICU with them thul they 1 „ . . „ „ „„',,." ,,,'i . . „ ' , „ , „ „ , . . . „ . . —tn « T f * « ; . . « . . ' » . . . . . . . ' *err well mjtit Mzlnu qnletlt a n d 
aaCat foanil a im taJUni a batur tratai'bould all go dutvastalr* together o a , h „ , . . , , . , . _ _ , , . . . ' . 
feTlM .uburt>.n h o m e unta flmlly b . Cbruuna. tnornlag Mr Tlddiebarry ( X ™ ' n, L Z T ~ * 
WUUpti\ lata tin, h o a t o on C h r l . l B M w W e d very c n n p l a r a i t and aetf aatla- r i " ^ ^ , ^ ,r I T L l T , , , , ,*„ • 
' •VCjWt aa One c locks woro sxrlltlog 1 1 . Bed a» ho hurried miu tu» . lutUea . . _ . , _ ,' _ . ..,_ 

" J U W TIddllbeKT." Wld bin WtfB Hla wlfo woa beamtag n u t . «ome hid ^fy, V ' V , ' . ' " " " " T ' '*, ' ' * " ««T««Iy . "U aeema t o me t t a v Import iden bopplana, wbll,- I.innle and Bob "!'*'„ *!" ' ' I T V" ,',""" ."• ,' fc_— . , , , . , * . . . . . wlilnti. In —«-1 f ett-i-titinit..n liver ti. 
tIMg OUHlncsii ta nicking up «T r a u r e i i a t un the tup stair fuiiv dressed and „ , . . , , . . . ^ . . ^ 
_ ^ T . . • • • - . „ : , . _ , , % . , _ . „ . . ., I t e e l i r a t l i e . h n t e o < l i r l . l t i i a s t n - e 0 n d 

CKUnf belilna with your boc*fc» Tlipreiirlgitllnt! }u>fnlly . . . , , . , , . . . 
u i i t . j _.. .L.I._ . . — ' .'-r-i-•-•• ,~H—• '—• ••• ;-•«•-—.a-lu»t«-. jud lou.^Ublu,; una... Atujrljc, 
J S ^ . . K ^ T ^ ° ,?. . 7 t ^ t t 8 " Hi,U,t"U,>- 1 " , 1 , I , 5 P™-™*™ yi.,,,1 Ilk,. ,., ..... „I..„B tv.lh ,„.. Mii.ucb 
I* t» at the otaco T o n novor did It U P (that vtendwl Ita n a y d - n u the stnlra 
'BOM.** that mnrnlni: •'Uerueinlier i hlldren.-' 

"There Is t in exceMcnl redMon. tny |«ald Mrs Tlddleherry I t..id ynu not 
d M T . " tald Mr. Tlddlobcrry amlnUly | to feel i l isa| i |»ininl i f Sunt a flnim did 
ftaa h e hang his orereoot b«fon> t h e ! n o t remember you « n twiuntlfully 
Id tcbcn stove to dry. "wbleh I will e x - 'this year ivrhnim be lias fnrieittpn 
P<ala to you t n due tltnp. It eertnlnly r n u entlrelv We a r e nil m. happy " 
i a a Wild n ight . Anno -a typlc-al HirlBt- «i,e Inoked nmnnd nt the little Kn.iip 
t l iaa ova Where arc Iho yottupHi-my -that Ii aeonw an thmiRh m bnd ev 

**G«lo to b e d like lambs," scald thetr ! O I 7 gift that ChrtstnioH rnu bring 
m o t h e r In a burnt o f admiration " l | h o a l t h anil <>ne nnotber and pea.-e and 

Just w t i n t tliotrigood w i l l -
wore to bo, b a t . ..AtMj l o u , o f l o v o 

M r s . Laibory ttarv>: For the land: 
What do y o o mean?" » .•• demanded 

ALziiia pointed tow... I the uiuduvv 
!wbt-re tho fealUery plume of ibe i.tlar 
lbraui-bi'8 tapped the pane That B 

lay CuTlstiiiaa tree." she amiU-d brave 
ly "H'Uon the birds i-oiue toniurrvw 
they'll Had bits uf suit a n d other 

I gaudies, and little Chip, the squirrel 
: that lives In the hollow oak wUl llnd 
a Uaudful u f nuts. Then ttx.-rei> the 
red lulttene fur Jlmtnle and a Jar uf 

. nUw-emeat fur old Mrs. I'eterfcln Why. 
we'll have ipilte a nw-rrj fhrlatnuis 
here, after all. I wish I'd thought 
of it before." Alzina's eheflia grew 
qalU« pink and her gray eyes sparkled 

"My bind. Alzlaa, you're almost 
, pretty," »be admitted graciously 
j "Tbey » a i ask ing d o w n to t h e sewing 
i-lr. l e « h j y o u never encouraged any 

'rniii|iany There's plenty u f young 
men unulil like to rati un you. and 

- nmst uf them rtuuld 4tke to nmrrv vuu 
I t bought yiiiing t'reil Pierejuii was 
naltr Kinitien nhen he walked home 
from uii'i-iiiig Well, ynn needn't look 
su tiuid. Alziuu Most girln would be 
glad t o Lute him luokMng at "em" 

H e r e Is Mr Ib^-be ' remarked Al-
zlua. turning from the window with' 
b..i f!u»biil . bei-ki. 'I hope >ou 11 
bine n l.nely time. Coiism KII2JI" : 

"I espei t I shall." »nld the widow I 
• i.nif.ln. etitly She liundbd b«T»elf In 
n l a r g e . Inak ami tied a vmole-n ttbawl, 
i.ter her bead "I hhal' "l.-p In the 
pimt'-tti. •• nud *••>• If mi pn-*enl has 
...nit from Kbb-nll l i l i" ) • u really' 
in. .1.. t • ii rt ^.ilm: in l.ai. '• ' krKt 
U1.IN l l . i M & l . i a l i k e l u l l l y i l i i ' A l l d 

rt>* \ l«»nn n.tfiiled nHsent Mrs Lnsbiiryi 
t U i k t l l t ier d t i U b l e r t l U I 111 t h e f i 111" o f 

lot - h i - i l ..u.l .iiM.-tl . • ml™ •iiillnely. 
i-WVit. 1 loBb. yuu Joy «f K ' | 

U In n »ln »an alum- Alziuu tboUKht, 
.ill. ii* i In- i bH-.li..«-. l l f "be b.lll SO 
l.rat »• (.liiiueil in Mm I j««l.ur>'», 
pre«t-i. • and i*lie triett not to reniein • 
i»r i I...I i-lie itim nil aloiii' and that her, 
nun: m l n w r u hntl obiit her una) 
rr. i lo I l i e f e w f r i e n . l t . « h e l l l l t f t i l b a t e 

;...HKe^*-..il T b i T i - t t i l n I i . i n l l t - In r e 

. - I i i l .e - h.-r I I I I H l .uieli i l irl i>tini» " e . 

.ml « . . HIM- I I H I H I t r i -mil remember the 

fell- p t n i p l i ' « h r k n . " » S l i e l l ' t l n b r l l t l l t 

illine In en. h ihi i int . of Hie red mtt . 
• 1-114 ui..I it rii|.|.lui; 1 bt-in in » liii.- its 
mie |ui|H*r | . |a . 11I 1 hem in tbe milk 1 
fall <•untitle the i|.«ir Sin- i;r.i|i«Ml dun n ' 
it'lliir for n Jar of uilueeiuent and made 
It ready tn take tn old Mrs I'etprkln In 
I In. mornlue | 

U'tieu she opened tbe pantry dour to ! 
(ind s o m e bits uf*suet for the hlrdasho 
met 0 Burprtm- There mi th«> broad' 
stieli «t* the t-oasclenee strlekeii Mra. . 
I.inl.uri bnd nrronge»l tnn m l n r o p t e s | 

oad a gulden one of pumpktn There! 
wan a oumll manted • bli keu and n | 

Jl»h of irnntn-rry nau.f. besides «ov 
oral vegetables ready to be warmed 
up T h e b..l fears welled Into Alllna's 
eyes. 

T U a t Ja»i »li..n» that e ierybody la 
better beurti-tl ilmu I think they are." 
•ho raurnnm-it aa she closed tho door! 
O D I ' I . U - I N 1 ,"t 1 r_n'B mule hut substantial 
offnrttu; I'UJ ashamed of myself) 
wlien I thluk bor> mu. b I'm tnlsslnsj 
of all the giMHliieiiH Jusl l.j being BO 

11 knnwir i 

tiaven't told them 
Chrtsrmts preacntu 

. 1 ; . ; • . . 

• ' . * - " 

• >--'• " fl fl ' • 

• » » ' " " • •-•' 

E*̂ '-:'* pf<'-:*"-' 
•Mnr-'-t' •'"' 

R*'̂ .'-m^r^ 

they are cloves- cnoosb to guess. I nup-
poei . I told them t t wo* •©mothlng 

"Bvf. about tJUaec tomorrow! dot 

"" Un, TfcSdMierrr. 
OT«r^i»T«lilttK 
jM <**»ea, - I 

. . |C «*oril<l tw tlM> 
flrat Clirl*«i«i We y o o tlliln** faitvn bo 
4 o any shoppinit. Old'you tnim i t 

__ exclilnagl. Mr. Tlddloberry 

.̂gotorty 
iitttainll. T 

burnt out I.lnnle 

ni. 
ynn uiluhin 1 eiij. 
nin li.«l t ni i-r 1 here 

Alrlini «m 11.-.I nt 1 be irruiluuic ini l ia 
tl.in 1111.I n ibntiile • nine lino . .ue .beok 

N'H ihi i .k i-.u Kllzii I inny n* we l l 
speliil tin- il . lt il^ UHlInl l u l l kll'i'l Wi­
l l i e M.. f i t Hint fruin i i e l g h t i n m n o 
hair- i.-..t ...i- . f ihi- biil.lt uf partii limt 
I11K in Hnir t-mil iliiie" I mni nnik 
..vi-r t.. . l.nr. li in fbe morning I a m 
Korrt m u 11 Inn] Htn b dull htilldn>*t 
here If I d mill known hovi yen fel t 

!we m o l d ban- bnd a turkey and all 
"And the pleasure nf working for 'norm of good tilings tn eat only Eliza, 

each other." added Mr. TUhUobcrry em- ,|f you'll remember, you'vp spent every 
pbtttlcoUyaa be opened the parlor door |ChrUtmas with Mrs Ueobo I've a l 

Whoop-peo!" shouted B o b , making 
a dash for hla plcthorlr storking. 

"On!" cried Unnle delightedly. 
"OuT erhocd her •stonUdjed mother 

aa «h» claimed her own stocking. 
"Great smoke!'' ejarulated Mr Tld-

djeberry, feeling of bin own dependent 
Sock. "What* bore, AnueV Wearing 
ont your protty eyes over n knitted 
•corf tor m<}? And what tn thin and 
tt*r Ho bcni two. otjjeetn to view. 
* f I wiTe yon 'the kaSA>. *nd T 'Want * 

..^ijs*is«-- i-^stsussa- -K5-;-«.ja,L'. .u.*^ PPnhy ao aa not to- cut fWendshlp." 
^ & * t j ^ m m ' * * ' ' " * " ' B P . -Iwated Bob from the* fold* o t his bat* 

rolio as be strapped o n bla skates, "and 

• ' V . ^ ' - j ' v 

t ^ -i l''#r-

atodatu*" 
• S » 1M1IK te «»U, I aranxiiai** 

smld-.Mr.-TWdJesjBTy. rather »lodul)y. 
"If yon hadn't forbhWtq me, Anne, .1 
•atght taye m«Due« • few oxange* or 
•onwt'rlltijf I \mete Til go oul (ind 
ge t Mam. now-." lit*, renehed Into the 
kitchen for his overeotit, t>Tit Aimo of my 
allpr>ed to the china closet a n d llire-tv 
open tht d^ofts " 
^-*^»it,Heiwy!-Iioolrtborer* 

"QfBltt at«d«b!" ivtastt«d M r Tlildle 
-barry, sndtneii ke-elitiekled «oftly to 

hlmaelf. "Oh, Anne. Artne. h o w could 
jrott, when t<W forbad* mo to liny a 

tfetacf1. 
"I 'Sliced * half dcitn Ghrlitmas 

ptuxa puddisugs anS sold tisets arid 
inadeenongh id 
ntibl," Muau'ea Mr*. TIdillcbe«y udder 
bi» tender scrutiny. "I oout^n't beor 
t o have thcui And empty itocltliigs." 

**Ia that all?" demanded her tuiband. 
•Isii'tltetHjanhr'sbecvadea "Couie 

t a th« {parlor *iid tool; »t the- coat and 

1 gtivo ruotiet the hairbrush, sod I 
made Hurtle the doll bouse ont of a 
Mbap box and some wall paper." 

And I gave you tho pipe, father, 
and tbe perfume Is for mother, ami I 
knitted tho toboggan <-"!> Cur Bob out., wlili.ti-

old sweater I unraveled It 

ways been alone " 
"1 don't remember." remarked Mrs. 

Lasbury vaguely, blotting tbe last card 
and porting the cork in the Ink bottle 
"1 cne«» T mar as well be gerrlns 
rendt Mzlnii Minima ruining o v e r 
for me at •". nVloclt. nnd I've got tn gfet 
together the little tblnga I've been inak 
Ing fur tbe folks: a n d that reminds m e 
I've got tfomethlng for yon too:" S h e 
fumbled through t h e Christinas card* 
on the table'and extended toward b e r 
cousin a gorgeously colored Ohrlstmaa 
greeting "With a Marry Christmas, 
from Cousin EITM." was written acrosts 
tbe bottom 

"Tbttnk you. Kllra." said Alzinn. w i t h 
n sudden choking In bcr throat. "It I s 
ver.i good of you t o think of me." 

\ m at nil Mrlna." returned t h e i 
g m t - l i m s l y 1 thtnk of von-) 

verj .iften \nvt-. *ee here, what I v e i 
cried Llnhte breathlessly. ' juoen making f»r t h e folks. You s e e . 

Mrs. t lddleberry was crying softly they'll expert ule t o i-emeraber lhetu . | 
ovef the rontohh) of her storking. "1 |8eeiiiK as I spend every fhilMtmas wi th | 
thought I w a s tho o a l y one who could them I bongiit th is waist pnttern fori 
•atrfflce for the ottero." she snra Sarnh. and I made this muffler for 
anamefacedly. but they all fell upon (Hiram N'ent. ain't ttV Esther's been 
n e t with caresses. | wantlnc a •Ulna <-np of her own t o 

"Bob." snld hla father. ' h o w did yon,drink from, and 1 (Tot this down to the-
store $0 UT 

"Sold my rabbits -didn't waut 'etb _ .._. "It's real pretty," said Alzina, scaree-
* 2^?* ?1?§?CVttJ'e?l^ ,'''oy'" 8 * l d B o ° deoint1^- | ly seeing the goyly decorated cup 

*""*""* ""*"" "I ran errand^ for Mrs. Mosher, and, through the blurring mist before her 
altogether I earned 45 i-entN." declared eyes. Thetv was a homesick feeling at 
tannic proudly. _ J her heart and a dread of the coming 

"Anno, yon made plum puddings,", lonely day. Mrs. Î aabury had carpd 
aeeused ber husband. ' .enough to plan out sifts fur these otb-

"Tes, nnd there's one for dinner, wltniers. For lonely Alzlua there was noth • d l t . I made a larger flro tia tlie fur other good things," she said happily.ling save the <ard. Ashamed of the 
»*ee »nd tunned the beat t o here s o 
It wonld h* warm when tboy got up f a 
apftooralng." 

*t#4vi|l •iS*B *«va you doaes, Anne?" 
(MMltteS.%. Tlddleberry. "Confess! 
r t t (df«' you'*—Idoklttg at t0& «atch— 
"Juat three ttdnntes. Fire aiMadl" 

&mk* Slink back i n a b i « rocking 
Chate and ''closed her eyes wearlty 
••WiU, X totwai oue-or tlnnle'» old dolls 
andufl»«ae*noK'" clothe* for it Crom head 
t » fa#-'-'Jt to*** iik% new. Then I 
M%h;«r"thi«e dalaty tiandQkeivhltfis. 
T had the »*terial to„th* honM, and 
J fitted a little worlcbuket tor her 

How about your, Henry? How conld Jealousy that had burned briefly In her 
you afford It? Does your delay In get 
ting home nights account for it?" 

Mr. Tlddleberry nodded. "Been clerk­
ing In a bookstore nights to earn those 
things. Bally'plan too. Gness Til do 
It every year." 

"This is the best Christmas we ever 
had," declared Bob enthusiastically a s 
be flung his arms atxmt b i s mother** 
neck. 

"I goess ft mast be because we all 
love etch other so much," said IJnnie 
aagely. And that was resBy the se­
cret of the whole affair. 

heart, Alzinn praised tbe gifts her kins 
woman had prepared, and then just 
before the cldow's departure Alzlna 
tucked in her hand a little purse con­
taining a five dollnr bill. 

'.'With love and a merry Christmas, 
Eflka," she said heartily. 

"Tnafs rent thoughtful of you, AJ-
alna," cried Mrs. Lasbury, quite mov­
ed by her consul's generosity. "1 most 
wish you was coming along to enjoy 
the Christmas tree." 

"I stoaH have a Christmas tree o f 
my own," snld Alrina spiritedly 

narrt.n uiltult-d . 
be fore she went to l«tl Altliiu read 

thi- lt»-autltul stnry of the first Christ-1 
mns.-sttjd. u l t t m u g h s h e ' h n d r e a d 1t De-4 
fun' ti iieii-r liol.l BII mni li tender' 
meiiulng fur ber ns it ill.l th is mini 
Torsnrt of Un- I.II'SHIMI bp-thdaj 

She nwnke i liiH*rful and lOiitented,-
and. while there tvns im Christmas' 
greettnu ini'iiilnu her from tbo Bllent 
roiniis of ilie li.iii«e **lit- resiilxeil that. 
MIIPII nnniher irnr bn.l rnlh^i nmund 
thi* <'brlsimrtH nenson imnlil find a 
bnppy gnibertnir under IICT o w n rnnT 
the In m e nnd the halt nnd tho blind 
Aye. « b e nnuld find them In t h e high I 
ways and byways Tbojfb would never 
bo another lonely Christmas 

When she opened the sitt ing room 
door s h e anw the tree After her flrst 
start o f amazement she stood silently 
looking through the windows at the 
beautiful sight Homebody bod shaken 
the s n o w from her cedar and dressed 
tho branches with tinsel nnd strings o f 
popcorn Siiniebodj had tied "ranged 
and c-nudy canes and popcorn balls to 
the s tents , whi le there were seiernl | 
mysterious looking packages depending 
from t h e lower branches. I 

A l d u s tiptoed out of the door and 
like one- in a dream approached the 
tree. H e r s lender feet m o d e deep^ 
tracks in lbo snow, and the morning 
sunshine turned, her brown hair Into a 
male o f gold. Almost reverently she 
touched the branches that bore the 
Christmas fruits, and then she untied 
one o f the packages and slowly opened 
it I n s i d e w o s a dainty white apron 
with a Christmas t-ard. To Alztn.-i I 
from Sarah B e e b e " There wns an-1 
other present from Mr. Beebe and one 
from Esther and a real present from 
fous iu Elir.n I j i s b u r y - a hodtted uf-' 
ghna. Then there w a s a big bos of. 
candy from Fred riersod's mother., 
and, l a s t ly , a very tiny Vix hnnging all 
alone. 

When Alsina opened it she fonud a 
beautiful little turquoise ring, nnd in 
it was twisted a note from Fred Pier-
son himself . "If It's all right. Alzinn. 
wear t h i s down to the gate," he had 
written bashfully. 

After she had wiped the tear* from 
her e y e s Alzlna Tweed saw tfaat all 
the friendly Beebes and Cousin Eliza 
Lasbury were peering at her from ad­
jacent points o f vantage. "I never had 
such a good t i m e In my life," punted 
Mrs. Lasbufy as they gathered about 
her. "When I told Mrs. Plerson about 
It she and I'Yed wanted to Join in, and 
so t h e y did. i f you'll give u s some 
breakfast, Alzlna, we'll take y o n back, 
to Beebe ' s writh us. Fred a n d MB 
mother 'II be there, and—where are you 
going?" 

"If you'll excuse" m e a moment." 
blnshed Alzlna, twist ing the turquoise 
ring around h e r finger—"I've got nn 
errand down t o the gate." 

And a l l the Beebes and Cousin Eliza 
winked solemnly at each other. 
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