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It isn't every man of twenty-one
who can boast of & great-grand-
mother’ Bnt the mater married at
eighteen, ana her mother at seventeen,
and this, 8o lo speak, matrimonial pre-
eacity has duwered me with guits a re-
spectable set uf 11.1ng ancestors.

Naturally, you would pcture great-
granamothers s withe:red and antique,
with & cracked voice and a perpetual
bath-chair, probably even an ear-
wrumpet!

Not a bit of it. She's elderly. of
ceurse, but far from decrepit. Her
back is sull straight and bher eoye
bright, and, as for hearing, she can
certainly give me points, which i say-
ing & good deal

In short, she happens to be the rac-
test old Ilady in the country, with a
heart of gold, and an immense reputa-
tion for saying smart things.

She manages the Priory and a pack
af domestics with as much ease As if
the “servant problem”™ never even ex-
sted, and when the vwarious genera-
tons foy which she is responsible take
it in turns to look her up, she wants
peither advice por assistance.

1 am the unly son of her pet grind-
daughter and In consequence. A& su-
preme favorife with the old lady

S0 1t «ame to pAss that before my
merriage | was found at the Priary
more frequently than any other mem-

ber of my family

1 may a» well cunfess that there was
another reasun besides mere wcauﬂl
devolidn whih drew me counstantly to;
the place |

Five m!les off stood Radeorbe Hall,
and Hadwombe Hall was owned by
Culune] Aanstruthes Blyth a sturdy oc-
tugenarian  whuse orphaned nlece
ehanced tu be the sweetest and best
gir) in Christendum

1d been in luve with Aldine An-
siruther BlYth ever since | was seven,
At elght | applied to the Colonel for
bes Land and was refusad

| ha e been refused at decent In-

tervalp ever gince, untll-— But  as)
okifashioned writers say ~ We anticl-i
pate |

| bave never been very clear as to
the reasoun of the (‘olonel’s obstinacy
In this respe«t | don't think he ever
exactly dishhed me. 1 can't (pardon
me) see bhow he could, I'm so lnof-
fensive, passably good-looking, and
more than passably rich

Aldine has a theory (based on the
dscovery of 8 miolature io her uncie's
dnsk) that once 1o prebistoric ages,
M proposed tu great-grandmother and
was refused

It may be so The miniature was
ccrtainly ss much ilke  great-grand-
mother as sovbody else, but, at all
cvents, It was very paliry of him to
citag to revenge after hAJ! a century or
more .

Certainly the reiations botween my
ancien! relative and the gallant (olo-
Rel were pecullar pnot to say bewilder-
mg TCbey svught cach other's com-
pany with great porsistence yet thoy
quarreled unlirtngly when they were
together and Lfled to scewurs off ono an-
other 1n the mast astonlishing way

Certalnly great grandmother ac-!
omplished 'he scoring and went off
o0 my arm -as!iog the Colopel splut-
tering and purple to be (aimed down
by Aldine

! spuke serious,y to Aldine about it
Qnce or twhe

It must be such a strain on them,”
1 naid

My dear Dick, she answered
soothingly you don't undarstand It's
a kind aof sutedilusisn Sirtation.. Deas
old things’ Tey both really etjoy I,
You know'"

L ] . L] L] L] L L]

1t was early one Spring | had run
down from town for a visit to the
Priory on my new three-horse power
Simplex motor-car

Great-grandmamma. being cssential-
ly up-to-date was deeply interested in
It, and made me take her for a drive
that very afternoon, and explain all
{ho mechapism

"It seems very easy,’ she remarked,
as 1 gave her o demonstration of the
different speeds

" Easy™ 1exciaimed thoughtiessly,
for | was full of the enthusiast’s pride
{o this new toy f should just think;
it was'

And then | quoted from the cata-
logue that 'a mere baby could drive
1t.” and endeavored to point out its
superiority over every other car on the
market Qreat-grandmapuma was duly
tmpressed, and listened with quite flat-
tering attention

Her affection for the Simplex in-
creased | stayed three weeks, and
she left her carriage in the coach
bouse and her horses to the groom to
exercise. and abandoned herself to
motoring as if she’d been eighteen
instead of eighty

If 1 couldn't take her myself she
went for a run with my chauffeur, and
always came back declaring that she
felt ten times more invigorated than
after any amount of drives behind her
high-stepping greys.

The Colonel and Aldine were away
from home the first half of my visit,
The day after they came bhack [ met
Aldine by chance in the small county
town that lay between our respective
places of abode

She was cycling. and I was on horse-
back, riding one of great-grandmam-
ma's neglected steeds

‘“How's the Colonel”’ 1 asked rath-
er savagely when I'd greeted her. I
conidn't help feeling resentful about
his absurd doggedness

‘“Rather pleased with himself,” said
Aldine, leaning on her bicycle and
loeking up af .me with a smile that|
made my Lead swim.  “He thinks

1 whistied,

ed

Aldipe nodded.

“And I ve never seen either of them
more escited ™

“What was the boue of contention
this time?”

“Motors.”

| whistied again,

Aldipe procesded.

“'We dined at the Priory just before
we went away.” she said *“The con-
sersation veered round (o modern
pastimes, and uuclie, who's pever by
any chance moderate, observed that
they—motora, you know—were fast
turning youug mes into fabby, desplo-
able oninnpes!™

“Yea?

“Well, that set Mrs. Foyle off. She'd
had a letter from you that very morn-
tng about your new car, and she stood
up for them right and left, Sald they
needed g3 much coolnems and nerve as
any ather form of sport.”

““And the Colonel ¥

Aldine giggled and then looked
grave

“He was borribly oapleasant, Dick,
and begged to know what was to be-
wome of the hard cross—country rider if
young fools were to be content to
uxidle themselves about {n overgrown
perambuia‘ors At imst the whole
(21ng lurned tnto & hot dispute on the
rival mertls of youasg men past and
p:esent ’

“Whu got the best of 117" [ ssked
with Interest

‘Well. 1t was a sort of a dead-heat
Uncle said some abuminably rude
th.ngs about this generation, and M.
Fuyle capped them with a few. clsver
cuts concerning the last. and. Qnmally,
| was obliged o tnlervene and smooth
them both duwn U'ncle thumped the
table, and finlshed off by saying.
‘Well, madam when you can give me
a run on one uf your tnfernal motors
that makes my heart lesap and the
blood course through my veips as it
used 1o do. begad' wtth a hot scont
and a plece of mettle bhetween my
knoes, you may constder that I'm in
your hands unece &bd for all, and you
ran make an) terms with me you
like'"

We both laughed thepn | fiicked &
fiy off Rattler s left ear

* Aldine. | remarhed. ‘your uncle's
the most self-opinionated pig-bheaded
old martinet ip the kingdom' When
you're twenty-onpe you'll marry mae,
whether he likes §{ or Bo(, won't you,
dear*” and | bent down to read her
face

She bent down alsa, and twisted her
handle-bars this way =nd that

**1 don't know, Dick. ™ she sald. “Of
course, I'd just love to, but after all
be's been awfully~—-"

And then she broke off suddenly,
because some wretched Interloping ao-

4 quaintance tushed up and interrupted

us
The Colonel had asked us to lubch—
great grandmamme and me The two
old people never omitted theso Httle
civiiities whate or the state of affairs
betwesn them might be
Great grepamammna iosisted that we

should run «ier in the Simplex 1
dremurred knowing that It isa’t  al-
wavs wise to wave A red (lag before al
bul, bet she was adamant. and as [
¢ .4 not afford to throw away an
opportunity of seeing Aldine | was

obliged tu give wa)

We covered the distance o no time,
and arrived sery carly glided up the
drive and stood throbbing and pant-
ing before the front door The Colonel
‘merged to greet us. rubbng his
Jlands, Hs m.mdcnmwm
terms with himself. but when be saw
our mode of cooveymnce he atood
stock-still and snorted

“*Now look #t that'™ he growled to
Aldine, who was peering over his
shoulder “Call that manly’ Call that
sensible® Parcel of tomfoolery, I
say'” .

Then he came out with a very red
face to asaist great-grandmother to
alight

1 jumped dowan, and ran up the steps
to greet Aldine. leaving great-grand-
mamma to smile amiably into the old
gentleman's indignant face BShe ap-
peared to be really enjoying herself

“Don’'t condemn it wunheard, Colo-
nel.’ she said, with dsngerous gweet-
ness ' Ererything ought (0 be given
a fair trial It Ditk take you for a
turn around the park  It's really very
exhilarating'”

At this point | presume—my back
was turned, so | ‘couldn't see—sghe
maved*into the driver’s place, as if to
make room for the Colonel

Saving your presence, madam,” he
grunted. with unnecessary energy;
“but I'd be jiggered before I'd make
such a miserable puppet of myself!”

There was a short and pregnant sfl-
ence The Simplex puffed and fizzed
{nvitingly, and I, oblivious of all else,
gazed longingly into Aldine's speed-
well eyes, and whispered-- well, the
kind of things infatuated young men
do whisper at such times.

Then did the spirit of deviltry_enter

~Anoiner spartis mr-mun» riné -engaged -Sx- pressing somthing | O
pasriog O with her fooi, My heart loaped wiid-

experience,

cerning American

into the bosom of great-grandmother. !
‘“Why. OCnlonel,” she murmurred

goftly, “if vou're »a violent about it I'

crhall realls beg.n to think that you're
- afrald'’

The Crlone! started. as if he had
been shot, breathed heavily, gave her!
a look calculated to freeze the bloog In
the veins of & hoa-coostrictor,
bounded suddenly into the empty seat,
with a force quite miraculous in &
man of his age, and sat with his handa
on his knees glaring at vacancy.

Hearing a scufile T glanced round,

"man in the King's navy,
and ' and able man of affairs, sald a wrier

Iy in my breast. ~Grannie!” I cried,
and ruthed down the steps two at &
time. But I was too Jate, There waa
&0 extra loud puff and a demoniacal
fizz, the Simplex backed a few Daces,

and then shot off down the drive like
A meteor.

Great-grandmamma  had
literally abiconded with the Colopel!

Aldine sbrieked, and the Colonet
himsel! stood up and bellowed at the
to} of his voice, and | started after
thero at a break-peck pace. But the

ola lady, seelng a straight run befors

her, had put the thing on to the third
speed, and | might sz well bave tried
to catch a rocket.

They were out of the lodge gate
and careering down the road before §
gOot many yards. 1 was forced to stop
the pursuit from sheer lack of breath,
%0 | slunk nervously back and mst’
Aldine panting to meet me, her face
ashen with fright.

*0h, Dick,” she ecried; catching &t
my arm, “that hateful, wretched, de-
testable thing! How coold you let
them sit there alone, dear old souls™
They'll both be dashed to atoms! Ang
it"s all our faults for being o en-
grossed In our own affairs. Ob, what
can we do?’

lonocent child' She evidently im-
agined that the machine had gone off
on ita own account*

"My dear girl,” 1 satd dismally, “the
car was safe enough Granule started
it herself on purpose.*

“Diek'™

“‘Bhe d1d

“But——"

*°Oh, she knows as much about mo-
tors by this time as ahe d6es about{,
most things, | suspect,” | loterrupted
Extmly, "if only her strength holds

1 &% her ™

aut ”

"But what can we do? repeated Al-
dine, wringing her hands in an ecstacy
af helplesaneas

“Walt till they come back.”
““We can't do anything else

S0 we walted. pacing silently up and
down the drive It seemed a woek.
In reality [ belleve it was half an
hour

Three times did Aldine see shutters
cxrried in through the lodge gates, but
they turned out to be nothing worse
than a couple of workmen with
planks, ..

The straln was becoming unbearable

! sald

_ Aleonpe
pmence of w e!z nepires greater
fear i the peisic mind than  does
6proay. This 1s perhapa in a me
ure due to the loathesomeness of thel
disease in (s Inter atages, dut it In in
ost cases almply fear of a name.
The disease or digeases spoken o

supposed to be the same ax the
leproay of todsy, and the svident fea
the leper inspired In the people of
old ia held to justity the dread with
which he s &tii} regarded. The BibdIL
cal descriptions do not, however, fit
modern lsproay, so that whether the

or was not justified it should not he
allowed to color the view with which
the lepar of to-dny s regarded.

Laprosy is Indeed an infectious dis-
Sase, that is to may, it ia due to the
preseuce in the tissues of a dacilins,
after the Norweglan physiclan who
discovered it; dut whether it is com-

of modern life in in_temparate climutes,
L it least; 15 ‘BEla Dy specialists im dis
eases of the skin to be very doubtful
Ot the few lepers known to the phy-
sicians in all the larger cities somae
are cared for in hospitals, others live
st home and vixit the clinics or the
doctor's office from time to time; yet
an instance in which another person
fiss acquired the diseass from any of
these lepers ts unknown.
There are many discasea more to
be dreaded than leproay because more
rapidly fatal. more painful or more
contagious, yet none of them except
parlmpu smallipax is wore feared.

The Allogical terrar.af jeprogy. JaAY:
be the cause of great cruelty to those
afflicted. There are thousands of peo-
ple who show culpable {ndifferencs to
the enforcewent of the laws against
spitting in public places, although
they know full well that the success|
af the crusade against tubsvculosis
hinges largely upon care in this re
gard Yet these samo persons would

as leprosy in the Rible are popuisrly}

fear of the “lsper” of olden times waall

taglious uynder the ordinary conditbonsiy

ld days-—-—the ch‘armuig
graces and courtly ways. -
—But do_we forge

fiy in horror from any place that bhad
bharbored a loper.
Arbitrated.

Conversation asmong traveliars f{s
frequently absurdly trivisl, After sev
eral days together, as on shipboard,
overy onoe is {dle, and talks sbout the

fmost upimportant matters with- the}-

doep fnterest. R. H. Milligan, in a

when s falnt burzing smote on ocur
ears, and, stralnipg our oyes, we saw
in the far distance a cloud of dust, la
the midst of which, s It drew near,
we perceived the Simplex

Great-grandmamma had brought it
back safely Bhe was sitting up
straight and victorious in the drivers
sext, the colonel crouched at her sids,
pale and trembling

The rellef was unspeskable. Wa
Aid not say much to them. They got
out quickly, and Aldine drove them in
to Junch. while | took the car around
to the stablea

Il was a sllent meal Great-grand-
mamma was cxhausted, but deflant;

;And tho colone!l was quite surprisingly
humble

TAter In thée anarnoon the ofd ady
took mo aside

“1t's all right Dick.” she whispered
triumphantly ~it was entirely for
your sake [ frightened him, and I

meant (o It was quite safe I
bribed your chauffeur. and he taught
me We tore round Bream's End as 1f
s}l the furles were after us | asked
Rim three times if he'd ever, sven In
the hunting fleld, bad a moro exciting
and the third time, when
we were running down_Brickworth
HiN, ‘be shouted ~N&6'"" He shouted
severs! other things as well, but I
needn’t repeat them. Then | weized
thé opporlunity of consulting him
about yon and Aldine. He was Inclin-
ed to be a bit restive at irst; but when
I cheerfully suggested that we should

prolong our drive through Deadman’'s

Hollow and across the Fosseway, just
to chat it over, he suddenly found
that he never reaily had any objection
to you, and so—there it i8."

And there it was, indeed Nover a

syiiable..mare of opposition did . we

hear from Colonel Anstruther-Blyth.
And [ married Aldine next Spring,
so heeping up the family tradition for
Juvenlie unfons.
And Aldine mdy ‘be & Erealgrand- |
mother herself some day Who knows?

—Chris Bewell

Where is Our Best 8ociety?

A writer in Harper's Weekly makes
some suggestive comments on Mr.
David Gray's recent obserzations con-
social life. Mr.
Gray, stated that the best type of
American social system is found in the

smaller iniand cities, where, in “the

calmer and saner Hfe,” the "national
traditions of sense and simplicity still
command respect even among the
rich.” The writer, arguing from this
text, thinks that, so far as New York
i concerned, only very rich people
come here to find gnd ocenpy a place
in organized society. although °there
is no lack of good company for every-
body that is companionable”

A Versatile Admiral,
Admiral T.ord Charles Beresford,—
Britain's moe' peopular rallor,”—be-
sides being the most distinguished
is a versatile

in Harper's Weekly He has been a
member of Parliament from Westford,
a practical naval reformer, and an im-
presario,—having saved the late Sir
Aupgustus Harris from fallure after

and was just in time to catch a look bis first season of opera, and making

of reckless mischief in great-grand-
mamma’s aged eye, and to see that her
thin, but still capable  Tagers were

grand opera a permanent institution

in London He is also l.n expert

book entitied “The Jungte Folk of
Africa,” recounts with what compla-
cency the conclusion was reached
that the thirteen colonies should ner.
er have rebelled, znd that the blame
was al} on the side of England.

One man, moreover, dizclossd the
fact that ke always wote safety-pins
instead of garters, and descanted upon
his preference with such enthusinam
that he made at lesst ons coavart.

Ope night we put in practice the
principle of urbltration, of ‘whith™ we
ware all sadherents. An argumment
had arlsen among us as to which was
tho more simple of the two currency
systoms, dollars and cents, or pounds,
shillings snd pence. At last the cap-
tain arriving. we declded to refer the
matter to him, aad to surrender our
judgment to his arbitration.

The captain, an Englishmon of the
very stolld sort, after a period of re
fectlon, roplied very slowly, and with
all the gravity of a judge:

"Pounds, shillings and pence is the
simplor system: for, don't you know
that when you are told the price of a
thing In dollars and conts you always
have to convert It {nto pounds,
shillings and pence.” .
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Call and Examine our mcu nM mm «m
to sult your cenvenlence,

There was a little cbjection to this
ly satisfactory so long as the voyage
lasted.

Ceal Dust Explesions.

AS a precaution against coal duast
explosions Prof. Willjam Galloway
said that if the coal dust in a roadway
in a mine were regularly strewn with
a sufiicient amount of saits containing
large quantities of water of crystallizs.
tion, or with much larger proportions
of the dust of clay, slate, limestone,
chalk or other substances, it would be|
Lrendered quite un -{nnocuour: sz - {t)
were damped with water.

Latin-American Excesses.

N"éwﬁ"i‘”
Here 18 th
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No modern troplcal people perhaps,
[&xXcopt ~tHe ~ CHITTASS, ~ard utright]"
drunkards. 8illles often talk of the
temperance of Mediterranean peoples.
As 8 matter of fact, many men {n
Latin America die in middie lifs from
heart and cireulation diseases—of a
type rarely seen here—from excessive
and continuous consumption of coffec
and cigarettes,

Baby bonnets, boys swelwu, muﬁem tams,
Bel! Phom I’M&-L Wn

Wigner's Blckaring.

Even the amazing and non-such gen-
fus of Wagner was given to the gentle
art of bickering to beat the band.
Spencer, Darwih, Helmholz and
Nietzche had all sorts of theories and
notions ahout music, but notions only,
for they never saw muslic as we do In
Gotham. Gee whiz! They only heard
it

Withelm I1.'s Checkerboard.

The German Emperor owns the
most valusble draughtboard in extst.
ence. The lght and dark squaves are
made of siiver and gold, and the
draughts are also made of sflver and

gold, each having a diameond or ruaby| .

e c:va :l'
{34 Portland Ave.
Bot, Phonu, Hom 1”

ANTHRACITE
Both” phones 878
88 Portland Avenue
Near 2,Y.C, & H.R.R,

fn the centre.

The Greatest Baseness.

He s great who confers the most
benofits. He i3 base—and that is the
one base thing in the universe-—tg
raeceive favors and render none,—
Emergon.

The Serpent’s Inducement.

#ire, Plate Glass, Eoﬂor
Fidelity Bonds for Adinisi

Plumbers and all kinds
Oﬁm—ml and 1()‘2 Eﬂwsnger

apples were good for the complexion.
[ ‘ - PR
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