Mad
o*:yto ghed much brightness over his
path, but suddenly without warning

. her light flickered like a lamp in the
aight and went out.

Ot couree he failed in his business.
That was the proper move for fate
to make next, and because his part-

r, who bad lost all in speculation
‘l;hot himself upon the morning of
qucovery——lt did not put Stokes on
i

R oy

feet again.
0 as the years passed John Stokes

Iaid aside his youthful ambition like
an out-grown coat and opened a
small periodical sbop in a suburban

town.
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L * wMmes, one cent. No, sir, we
don’t keep that brand of cigar. Your
4’} papers will be here this afternoon,
1 Mr. BilL."

el frosr Sometimes you would wonder (if

—p
p4

you could have heard the sharp, me-
tallic click of Stokes’ ones) whether
they were uttered by the God-given
volce of man. The intonation wuas
sver the same and the words came
with the even precision of clock-
work.’

Bvery night at six Stokes emptied
the contents of the cash drawer 1nio
& tin box which he hid underneath g
pile of newspapers, then extinguish-
dng the lght he locked hig shop door
and turned ‘homeward.

je to bim consisted of a back
ryoom two flights up In Mrs Grub-
winn’ loaging house, whick said room
boasted & stove, bed, two chairs and
and old-fashioned table as ugly as
.sin itself.

Stokes would then with stolid sil-
snce fry his scraps of bacon, munch
A baker's roll and after “doing.up”
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E777 the solitary dish, sit by the window

and commune with his pipe until bed
time. Over his fiint-like features
tbere would pass no shadow of ex-

saslon, but when the seance vas
2 3 lq!%’(' } one, &s on hot summer even-
- dmge;“he Would occasionally for var-
" Sety réthova Hils pipe to utter an un-
. ~smotional “hump!”

. . Mra, Grubbins accused her back
" vequni-lodger of belng “‘queer,” and
© esafided to the ¢harming Widow

‘Wiikcheeks {who with her little fiock,
pooupied the two front cliambers)

" that there was something missing in
" W make-up—just what, she couldn't

[ \g
“"Johti " BtoKes “trusted no man—
~frem. his word to his penny.
sOne day when Stokes was well
" Mlong in. years, for the first time fn
. s yamenibrance, he lay in bed from
% deawn until dusk, saw the sun when
: &a;%&?eped into the little room and

" 'watched its setfing rays crimson the
oingr-back-windows-of- a-neighbor-
~~3ag hopse.
" Mra. Grubbins was too busy to
.- ‘sanke a personiai call upon the invalid,
. Dut twice sent her daughter with a
‘owl of {ll-amelllng gruel.
~- "~ Toward night as Stokes lay look-
- 4ug out toward the darkening sky, he
emed to be thinking Intently and
“not- heArthe door open. “SudT]
‘. dénly a child stood before bim. It
777" wasthe Widow Pinkcheekw youngest
" daughter and she carried in her dim-
" .‘pled. hidds a third bowl of gruel.
7+ Very carefully she deposited the
: ' - .precious burden beside the bed, then
3 ‘ . Paysed and clasped her hands be-

7 - “Well,” he said, and one could al-
- oAt fancy the word clicked like
- something metsilic. ‘“‘Well?”
S ’gél;ll Plokcheeks stepped nearer,

5

gasbrshied by her reception.
) “Y had a birtday today.
¥ "yoars oM.” _

“Humpl™ was Mr. Stokes ocom-

I's free

continued Miss Pinkcheeks,

nhg}&qut her hands and twisting a

ourl around one plump fingar. *“An’

R § has free dollies an’ a pin wiv blue
" mtoxen.”

Mz, Stokes returnesd her gaze with
*old indifference.
~ “Isn’t you lonesome?” was Hazel's
next remark. Recelving no answer,
- ~#h¢ continued, ““Muszrer anys you's
*’awful old—mos' old 'muft to gdie.”
_ ' hand on the blankst ty ed.
e “Yas.?uqer says you's old, ;%";gu‘s
i poor, foq, ign?t yout When I dte,”
dabbled on'‘the fitfle voide, “I's do-
g ’% to tate Sally Ann—that’s my new

Y

2rlong too.
huplred Tor &he ciipped her
and tripped toward the door
ih = skl treble:

h¢ &) tumming wite back, old man,
Its back,” A

S
e

of e fest and the brown-eyed

¥ went with determined step.

og 10 teey you tum
oked” wring tutiled sémething

L you,

Flingery,
thens

£

E n‘?’i@ -
"~ Some tell how as a lad John Stokes |y,
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EEPeisians Look Upen Promptness as 2

I

~ Form .of Junacy..

U H&?ﬁiE'phWﬁ’ where|
Ipunctuality is~-Tfield of no account in
fthe making of successful transactions,

fiand among the Persians it absolutely

According to Henry Savage Landor,

of promptness.

deep thought, sfill he seldom has little
lejsure for anything else.
for his work, however beneficent, are
too small for his expectations.

rence for punctuality.
country where tinle counts for less.
He thinks nothing of making a bust-

until 11, only to explain that he wished
he might have come sooner, but it
could not be helped; he has just fin-
Ished his morning meal. However {m-
portant the business transaction may
be, he will not give it his attention
unti] he is ready.

It was only recently an Englishman

The servant brought the word, and
the merchant commanded him to tell
the stranger to return in a few hours

ddenly Miis Pinkchédks seemed |

Preseutly thery soinded the patter]

strifice waw am
. & peRily. ‘T 'saved it all

a1l dled In the die-

Xt iy the dun peeped tn] W

and he would see him. The word was
brought back that the Englishman had
to make a train within an hour. "Then
let him go,” said the dealer. "My méal
18 as lmportant as his tratn.”

The manana of the Spaniard sinks
into perfect insignificance when com-
pared with the habits of the Persian.
Punctuality is especially unknown
when It comes to payment of debts.
He must take time to reflect about
everything and will not

s8ix months, seem terribly short in his
eyes. A period of twelve, eighteen or
twenty months suits him better, but
he never is ready to pay unless placed
under great pressyre.

A Frenchman called on & Persian
one day and asked him to pay a debt,
but the indifferent debtor made an-
swer: “l will pay you some time.”
“When s this sometime?” queried the
impatient Frenchman. “Is it twelve
months, eighteen or two years?' *“I
don’'t know,” answered the bland son
or Iran. "1 guess we had better say
when I am ready.”

It must be sald to the Persians’
credit that they usually pay in the
end, but they wonder why people
should worry when they have 80 much
time. It is quite beyond them to re-
alize what difference it makes whether
paymerts are made today, tomorrow,
or a year {rom today. They look upon
American haste as an acute form of
lunacy and belleve that our strenuous
life is 80 foolish it is not worth con-
sideration. As a oultured Persian re
cently told an ambitious young Amer-
fean, “I work a little, enjoy much, and !
live long. while you work much and
will die before you attain the fruits
of your labor. We must take time
to sleep and enjoy our food.”

Business conducted in BEuropean and
American fashion ocannot prosper in
Persia. It is hard to say whether
this desire simply to act on Impulse
is due to temperament, conceit or
¢limatic conditions. With conditions
such as they are, the economic de-
‘velopment “of productien, dfstribution
and circulation are bound to be ham-
pered.

The currenty is another dificulty
that Hmits the making of business
success. Gold coin 18 8 mere commo-
dity. and i8 eo scarce it is used chiefly
for presents and hoarding.

In spife of these obstacles, most
Perslans earn a livellhood and often
succeed. They are skilled craftsmen,
showing & wonderful ability for
weaving and the working of metals.
but they are seen at their best whén
they are making loans of money at
high interest on ample security. They
often get from 50 per cent to 80 per
cent, sometimes 100 per cent, while
15 per cent is deemed a modest
amount for small private loans.

Mexican Football.

At the end of the first half he rose
In his seat and lighted a cigar.

“Mexican football,” he said, “is not
like this. It is called gomae. The
bal! is of wood and weighs five
pounds. The course is three miles
long and eight yards wide. Three
Mavers, easy with a ball, start simul
taneourly from one goal, and the man
wio kieks his ball first to the goal
three miles distant wins the game, 1t
ic an exciting game and a fast game,
Three mounted surgeons follow the
players, for,‘kicidt;g‘%u‘ heavy a Hall,
it frequently happens that a toe or
an ankle is broken. But in gomae, of
course, the surgeons don't have so
much to de as in our kind of game.’
~New Orleans Times-Democrat.

First Use of Forks for Eating.

baby-entered. Straight up to the bed{ T0e Greeks and Romans, with all

their luxury, ate with their fingers.

te, poor old man, I's bot you 'fl‘h~ey had large forks for hay and for
you tump'ny—"| ot taking meats from kettles, but

they never dreamed of having small
oues fer table use. These &re the

‘my Dinah! be to only forms of forks known to have
n% . f ;m!e ih.rl nq{ Ueen in use before the fifteenth cen-

resaing some- | UrY-
Epasie lizflb ag| Sometime during that epoch the Ital-

Ians began the practice, nOw 'eommon
to all civilzed people among the west-
erd nations, of eating with forks,

- There were 1,800 guests at a mar-
Mage feast at Sevignac, near Mor-
X, Brittany. and 300 servants wait-

o oms ShaTa G M e i

’ ho has spent much time studying
a‘frank smile and a pleasing(yysiness methods among these people
. In those days fortune promis-lep, pergian hates anything that savors
He is a dreamer, and
although he cannot be called absolute
ly lazy, as he s usually absorbed in

The returns

In marked contrast is his abhor-
There is no

nessg appointment for 10, delaying it

eailed on a dealer to buy Perstan rugs |

be hurried.!
Three months to a creditor, or evenl”,

oM

Sr—ev————

Lald Aside.

,jcumstance that the House of Com-
wons has never provided ftself with

'la hat rail, says the Pail Mall Gazette.
The Lords have lordly hat pegs just
outside the inner doorsg of the Cham-
ber, and you may see the peers’
names boldly printed in proper se-
quence of precedence, beginning with
royal dukes and ending with the new-
est barons. But the lowller Commons
have to carry their hats about with
them, and 8o laws had to be made to
govern the nice behavior.of a member
in relation to his hat.

A member may wear his hat at all
times in the Chamber except when he
is on his feet. Even if he be leaning
over a bench to speak to a fellow
member behind him he should ratse
thls hat, for his body is then in theo-
retical motion, But there is one point
in parliamentary debate when he musy
:wear his hat, and wear it sitting. This
I8 in the interval between calling a di-
vision and clearing the House, whnen
the sand-glass on the table is turned
over to count the two minutes. If a
member then wishes to ralse a point
of order, he must speak covered and
sitting in his place.
| Some years ago 8 new member
'wished to raise a point of order after
‘a divislon had been called. He rose
in his place, and the House—always
a keen®guardian to its etiquette—
roared at him. “Order, order!” In
ithe tumult the new members gather-
|ed from his neighbors that he must
iwear his hat. 8o, putting it on,, but
still standing, hs began afresh. Then
the cries of "Order, order!” were
louder than ever, and the new mem-
‘ber, catching the words, “You must

|do it sitting down,” sat down—and

took off his hat! 8till more furious
came the cries of “Order, grder!” and
the member, already bewlldered, be-
came maddened by the instruction
roared at him: "Do both togethes.”
He turmed to his friends to shout:
“How can 1 do both—sft down and
stand up?° And then, in despair, his
triends selzed hlm, forced him in his
seat, put on his hat, and said: “Now
gpeak!” But all he could thas mutter
was: “I've clean forgotten what I
was going to say.”

It was in a similar case that Mr.
Gladstone, having left his hat in a
room, had to borrow one from a col-
league wWto took a very small size,
and the G. O. M.'s gravity heightened
the comic effect of a small hat precar-
fously wobbling on a massive head.
Mr. Will Crooks recently had to re-
sort tp the same expedient, whun the
House was very excited, and what Is
called “an ugly scene” was brewing.
But the bat handed to him was a very
rakish opera hat, of brimmy shape
and opulent curves, and the gathering
clouds were dlspersed by the heartv
breath of laughter.

The Parlilamentary hat is a useful
implement. It serves as a sort of
workbox for the M. P, and is stuffed
with official papers, orders of the day,
notes for speeches—and speeches that
are never delivered. If a member
is alluded to in debate. he raises his
hat is acknowledgment: when a Min-
ister answers a member's question,
the member raises his hat; when un-
opposed bille are going through, the
Patronage Secretary ralses his hat
fnstead of opening his mouth and mak-
ing a formal motion.

The Parliamentary hat. again, se
cures 8 member's seat for the sitting
if the member is present during pray-
ers. But the procedure has had its
abuses, and led to rulings from the
Chalr on the proper practice of the
Parliamentary hat. During the great
Home Rule days, when all the 670
members turned up to struggle for
the 400 odd seats provided, & promi
nent Liberal Unionist, son of a still
more prominent personmage, entsred
the House laden with ancient head-
gear, which he strewed along the
benches claimed by the faithful re-
talners of his father. An Irish mem-
ber, admiring the device, copied it in
the interesats of his friends, and so the
Speaker was called upon to rule out
the fraudulent hat, and to insist on
the honest working headgear and the
bodily presence of the member as
conditions necessary to a valid tenare.

There {5 no satisfaction in seelng a
member sft om his soft crush hat—
Indeed, he has the best of the joke,
which is unfair and mean to him. To
sit on a deerstalker is to pay it a

of a bowler is to trifle with the House
and with one’s opportunities. What
the House loves beyond anything is
to hear the hearty, crackly crunch of|
& silk hat.

A 25,000 Mile Rallway Train.

In the service of the railways of the
Cuited States today more than a mil-
lion and a quarterof men are employ-
ed. Of this multitude 52,451 are en-
gine men, 55,000 are . firemen, 40,000
are conductors. The number of en-
gines in active use is 47,000, the num-
ber of passenger cars 46,000, and of
freight cars 1,760,000. These cars and
engines, if placed in line would en-
circle the globe.

A stone carving of a giizzly bear m
the atiitude of defending her cubs
has been made by A, C. Thompson, Se-

attle, and will be shipped to Alaska,|:

to be placed over the grave of R.
Shaidenty] Giie of e’  poniinént’
Indiany of the North when alive. He
dfed op December 17, 190§,
§800 to pary -for the mom g
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1 bazard the speculation that & good
deal of the Parilamentary rites con-
nected with it have no symbelic or
igin, but arose from the simple cir-

compliment; to spoil the shape eveny.
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Usk FOR HAT IN PARLIAMENT. i

When It Must Be Worn and Can Beld

He was knocking

friends.
“NO,“
rarely {ll.

am.

husbands, sighed

Mrs. Harcote,

and Harcote in al

Harcote would say,
But ] hate like sixty to
have any fuss made over me when |

A

R

.............

Harcote was accustomed to frown|
when he said it—the sort of frown
that betokens masculine superfority.

the ash off his cigar

with his little finger and had just
had a good dinper with congenig)

“I'm

Thereupon his hearers, if they
were feminine and the owners of

und g.q(.:ret.ely en-

vied Mrs. Harcote's luck.

too, admired her

husband when he said it. For they
had been married but a few years

1 that time had en-

joyed perfect health.

One day, however, he came home

fessed that he fe

was tragic to her.
of hot-water bag,
nurses and medicine every half-hour

from the office looking pale and con-

It wretched. That
Wild thoughts
doctors, trained

surged through her mind. Then she

remembered.
was {ll she would
anxiety and not

edly. “Wouldn't

bed?
feel better.'
Harcote paused

was noble {n its

feel {t is likely to
ous [ wish you'
Phelps

can have u consu

put Mere anyway
large eyes. Then

telephone. After
her Imessage she

it.”” he sald in a

on that bed. A

abjectly tore the
haste and made

fire. Then Harco

the adjustment of
and suggested tha
candle.

rived.

not to smile he
scowling

her It really w
insist on a consu

cote.
anxious, but —oh,

when he gets to t
has to have two
over him'! 1 wan
for some reason.
me?*

with cold water
said he thought h
hour by three min
about her disrega

her amazing ind

his frugal supper
sald he could not

'eep if she wou

Liecause of her

o’'clock.
would go to bed,
dignantion that h

almost shouted.

ness knows what
minute!

ful slumber that

arms.

food and a poach
some bacon and

can.
have to take the

leaving|

:
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by fussing over him.
“l am so0 sorry,

Mrs. Harcote fanned him.
tween times she bathed his forehead

and shonld catch.
In the morning she was a wreck.
Harcote woke and stretched his

b 0ttt

Now that he really

restrain hernatural
add to his misery

"

you like to go to

Maybe If you get to sleep you'll

at the foot of the

stairs and tke face he turned on her

martydom. ‘'] am

glad you can take it so calmly.” he
said, in & hurt voice. X
am not worried, but from the way 1

*‘Of course I

be something seri-
d telephone to Dr.

-and to save time ask him to
bring along another doctor, so they

Itation right away.

I'll go In the guest room, because if
I'ni sick a long time I'd have to be

Mrs. Harcote stared after him with

she rushed to the
she had delivered
wrung her hands

ind tore upstairs, pausing at the
guestroom door to enter fn a casual
and unexcited way.

She found Harcote In his pajamas
seated in the biggest chair.
"l don’t suppose you thought of

tone of careful re-

straint, ‘‘but it might be very danger-
ous for me to lie 1n sheets that have
not been aired since they were put

chill might result

fatglly when I feel as I do!"’
Mrs. Harcote, reproaching herself

bed apart in great
it up with sheets

carefully aired before the Kkitchen

te climbed in.

He groased and then gave her
some complicated directions about

the window shades
t it would behandy

to have a little table by the bed to
hold medicine, 4 book or two and a

By this time the doctors had ar-
With horrible suspense Mrs.
Harcote awalted thelr verdict.
Phelps strolled into the library at
last, and if he had not been trying

Dr.

would have been

“Nothing to worry about,” he told

as quite useless to
Itation, Mrs. Har-

Of course, I suppose you were

he's just caught a

little cold and it's settled in his back!
It's nothing at all.”

*I tell you,” murmured Harcote,
“1t makes a fellow think seriously

he point where he
doctors watching
ted to get a nurse

to relieve you, but Phelps objected

Could you famd
Be-

at his suggestion

and also applied.it to his wrists. He]

is fever was rising

Once when she passed hig medicine

utes he gaid things
rd for his life and
ifference over his

slight chance of recovery. B8he fed

to him because he
raise his head. He

told her he thought he might get to

1d hold his hand.
constant trips up

and down ssairs on errands for him
Mrs. Harcote was very tired by 11
She sald she believed she

but the look of in-
or hushand turned

npon her wilted her completely,
"And léave me here alone?” he

‘T'o be sure I have

no fresh symptoms now, but good-

may develop any

T supposed, of course, that
vou'd be willing to sit up with me!"

Mrs. Harcote sat up with him and
did not even dare take catnaps for
tfear he should waken from the peace-

was his all night
her at it.

“I think,” he satd patiently, “that;
it I had a good nourishing breakfast
~——8ay some berries. and breakfast

ed egg or two and
coffee—I'd try to

get up. Not that I feel well, but It
is my duty to met to the office 1f I
I may have a relapes, but I'll

risk.”

Harcote s still living. But he
ReXer has. the pATYe- Lo-make: his-pet
femark any more, becduse when he
starts to do so Mrs. Haroots has »
way of conghing

b T o

sienionntly -
.3" L
Ernc s D

she sald, collect-'
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ifl What Becomes of Those from Ducks,
X Geese and Turkeys.

One turkey guppiies more ditferent
grades of feathers than a season’s re-
ce.pts 0f turheys
grades of turkeys, and although five
cents a pound covers the range ot

difference in

tail feathers.

buyers make

an{d feather

ers are Kept
about $0 cents

also carefully
facturers of

and dyed.

wearmng such

key feathers

range from 60

Most of the

the five to ten

tall and wing

are packed {n

feathers, and

éns a day for
shipment this

feathers were
fill a house.

to Cincinnati

ments going

old tom turkeys and the plumpest
Young hen, the feathers sell at five
cents a pound for the body feather.
up to 40 cents a pound for the fne

Local poultry men sort six to eight
grades of turkey feathers and the

the feathers being used for as man)
different purposes. The smal] body
feathers, which are used for piliows

five cents a pound for common mixed
White feathers are worth more, ac
cording to grade wringing generalls
about three times the price paid fer
mixed feathers,

Tue fine tail feathers used for dust-

feathers are worth neariy as much
The wing and "point” feathers are

substitutes for whalebone, and
Ilarger ones find their way to m!lt.:
ers, after being made over, cleane :
Some of the small feath
ers are made up into artifieial bird
breasts and tails that adorn countiess
toonets. They may cause the buniet
owners a twinge of conscience

in reality, they are wearing a burc.
of cleverly arranged chicken or t.r-

Duck feathers are worth about 33
cents a pound and goose fea'l rs

to 50 cents for mixed.
the principal reason that gouse feath
ers are worth more than the flue:t
turkey and chicken feathers 18 1hat
aside from being filufler, there 1s an
ahsence of odor to them that can not
be overcome entirely in chicken and
turkey feathers. The reason Yhat
white chicken and turkey féathers
are worth more than mixed, however,
{8 that they are available for mirxing
with the better grades for pillowe

be used for cheap feather beds and
plllows, the white feathers belng sav-
ed separate and bringing a good prem-
fum over the mixed grades.

arate, selling as high as 40 cents.
Feathers shipped from this market

in six Toot sacks. The tail and wing
feathers are usually packed In boxes
and sometimes tied in neat bundles.

Five chickens will give a pound of

killing two or three thousand chick-

tons of feathers a week to sell.

A single carload of feathers shipped

about six tons.

the Indlanapolis News.

show different

value of the tougnest

éven more assortments

bede, are woria anout

w

Y

separate and sell fur
a pound and the "skirt’

saved and sold tu :..nu-
featherbone ang oiLer
the

ol
.8 beautiful bird when

centis 8 pound for w .fte
Dealers ~av

chicken feathers g, in
cents a pound class, to

Fine
feathers are saved sep-

bales of 200 pounds or |a

with Indianapolis Drms
home consumption and

market has nearly two
A

left loose they would

yesterday contained
They cost the shipper

to those cities.—From

The Grand
This terrific

extent of this

rupt, frightful

the sun.

all the colors
sunset skies.

green lawns.

walls of the

eral fissures,
streams that

Monthly.

hundred miles long and more than a
mile deep, and its area exceeds two
thousand- square ‘miles.
Tovar rim, on which I stand, to the
gleaming, snow-velned crags on the
opposite side of this stupendous cleft
the distance is thirteen miles.
man vision cannot take In the full

and glory, nor is it within the ca-
pacity of words to set forth its over
whelming splendor.
which I stand is nearly eight thousand |
feet above the sea level, and here,
in a prodigious fissure—gaunt, ab-

sembled mountains, valleys, enormous
rocks, precipitous crags, ravines of
mystery and forests of gloom, through
which the black waters of the Color-
ado rush onward, in their resistless
flow, and over which the dauntless
eagle wings his upward flight to meet
All the forms are here
that imagination could construct, and

terranean vista the forests show like

geological periods in the physical his-
tory of the planet are dispiayed in
the layers of tinted rock—black,
green, gray, red, brown, blue, pink,
orange and alabaster, with many oth-
er mingled hues—that constitute the

that seem continuous’ and unbroken,
yet everywhere ate rifted with lat-

great Colorado river.
continent has nowhere else a gpec-
tacle to show commensurate with this
in beauty, grandeur and awe.—Pacific

Canyon of Arizona.
gash is more than two
at

From the Kl

Hu-

wide pageant of terror

The plain en

and wonderful—are as-

are here that glow in
Far down in the sub-

Not less than the seven

colossal gorge; walls

the beds of mountain
swell the ficod of the
The American

every second

The municipality of Paris awaras

the most industrious street cleaner.

year a silver medal te

Binks—“Do

Cop is a polisher by trade?”
Dinks—“I just saw him put a hard-
wocd finish on an obstreperous pris-

BT o g e
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you mean“‘ to say that

'
wry ey e

cnltluged in

Ching before the aslev-

—a

. e
skt it ks
ok T e

L.

have rented small
where they can live when they visit
the capital incognito, and the Queen
more than $1.600. Cincinnati and ChY- jof Rumania has even tested the Lon-
cago are good buyers of all grades jdon boarding house. She explains the
of feathers, most of the local ship-

. making 8 big hit in Japan, aud the £
Chrysanthemums, it is sald, were{sport may become as popular in the 2
‘ranlm of the Mikudo as & is ia

Lewv rOn LniviEN FEATHERS | "ROYALTY INCOG. IN LONDON '/

(Great Folk from the Continent De-

light to Stroll About MHer Sfceets. -
London is not the only biggest thing

of its kind on earth but it is the town
that the royal folf on conUBei:tal Eu-
rope love to visit in a wholly unofficial
capacity.

To these royal refugees or truants

London is perfectly charming, be-
eause of its size, its mixed population
and that exceilent habit its natives
bave of aitending to their business
and letting eccentric persons follow
taeir own sweet will in many things.

Tie Pope himself could stroll alon;
itegrnt street without ever having a
Lead turned. The result is that in

.uler the streets of this crowded yet

Giuerly city hold many personages

4u wear crowns ard coronets and
sS4 litles when they are at home,
fu winter they flock to London be-

tacse ihen the British royal family
ana mosl of the tashionable folk are
avey from town, but the streetis are
fu . of life, the shops full of desirable.
things for purchase and the theatres
«uud ol eacellent plays.

suraetimes Scotland Yard is inform-

ed and neeps an eye on the royal vis-
fte:
keeps an eye out, i1t does not tell the
Bew.papers of its knowledge.
lnsiance when Emperor William is
guiug (o drup over 1o Londun for a
lew days Incognito bis whereabouts
are revealed to Scotland Yara, which,
Luscver, takes precautions that in no
wise interfere with the absoiute frede
cum of a certain Herr Blank who
puses. at a small hotel, as a German
councillor sojourning in the Briush
capital on account of his legal in-
lerests,

who 1s in disguise, but it only

For'

U1 late years he has come nearly

every winter for a couple of days at
least to l.ondon.
went all through the offices and plant
of the Londun Times without being
recognized He brought & card of reg
oguitivn from a newspaper editor of
great influence in Berlin and in the
capacity of a master mechanic he
was shown by a courteous member of
the pressroom staff all over the prem-
Ises of the Thunderer.

On une occasiaon he

The police of London can boast

that their town entertains unknowing-
ly more royal folk than any other fa
Eurupe and without an accident be-
fall:ng any one of them. OUnce upon

time a German,.Princess did sprain

her ankle as she came down from
the top of a ‘dus, but that is the
most serious casualty that ever befell

personage visiting the town umomi-

cially.

There s really some surprise to be

felt over this because one and =il the
holiday making princes ride on the
tops of omnibuses and find those two-
horse arks the most delightful char-
lots in the world.
known Grand Duchess of North Ger
man origin who declares that the top
week's output can be packed In twen- i0of a London omnjbus is the proudest
ty bales, 4x5x3 feet each, but if the

There is a well

and most comfortable position she
ever occupied in all ber exalted life.

Several great ladies of her olass
flats in L.ondon

fancy of her class for making these
experiments by saying that many a
crowned head confesses to the posses-
sfon of a very bohem.an heart and
that London is the only spot on earth
where a royal personage can teel

once free and safe . The Duchess

d'Aosta, before her marriage the Prin-
cess Helene of Orleans, grew up in
England and speaks English like a
native, and she comes every year to
London as plain Mrs. John Brown, to
put up at a nice, exclusive little ho-
tel and shop. Bhe and one cempan-
fon, an English woman, stroll about
the streets, looking in windows and
picking up bargaing in a way that
would not be tolerated in a princess
Hn Italy,

Balls and Bats In California.
Californians buy mpre baseballs and

bats with which {o play the national
game than the psaple of any other
state in the Union in proportion to
population.

Close to 50,000 balls and 20,000 bats

are annually required to supply the
demand created by the strong hold
which the great American game has
secured in this state.
ditions in California impose no limi-
tations on the playing season. and
therefore the game is {n evidence
here during every month of the yedr,
| which, of course, furnishes one of’.
the explanations why a greater num-
ber of balls and bats are required
than in other less favored localities.

Climatc con-

Ot course the professional leagues

use up a great many balls in the
course of a season, but they are by
no means as important a factor in
the trade as are the numerous am-
ateur teams organized among the
business houses of a large city iike
San Francisco. These amateur teams
cut & very much greater figure than
would be imagined by the casual
observer.

It is worthy of note that at the

present time there are six basebsll
teams in San. Francisco. made -up -of -~
Japanese, all of'whom are wejl equip-
ped with uniforms and the other- ap-
purtenances necessary to the playing
of the great American game In the
most up-to-date style. The Orientals
declare that tbey like the game very

much indeed, and they readlly
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