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Tr) ing Out Crat Craft of Vari=
ous Make and Master=
ing Aerial Problems.

PICKED BODY OF MEN|

Slow to Recognize the l‘tﬂlt\y‘o! Air
Navigation, the Lost Time is Now
Rapidly Made Up—Well Equipped
Works for the Purpose Installed
at Fort Myer, Near Washington.

Washington, D. C.—The present
vaernment tests of airships of va-
rious types will serve to bring promi-
nently before the publie the tunctians
and personnel of the newest and one
of the most interest!ng branches of
the Unfted States army—the Balloon
ﬁnm The little group of men who

thip the past few months have
qualified as experts in the handling
of sky craft will serve as the nucleus
¢! what will ultimately become one
of the most important organizations
in Uncle Bam's military establish-
ment—a trained body such as is es-
sential, if this nation is to overcome
the long lead already gained by
¥rance. Germany and Great Britain
in military aeronantics

The Balloon Squad is a branch of
the United States Signa) Corps. For s
number of years ballooning has been
regarded in military circles. as an
eszential adiunct to the signel work
of the army, but Americans have
beén upaccountably tardy in exploit-
ing its possibilities.

Picturesque indeed. were the cir
cumstances which finally aroused
the Yankee officers to action. The
spark that set interest and energy
aflame in this direction was the win-
ning of the first international bal-
loon race by Lieut. Frank P. Lahm.
That young American army officer,
barely twenty-eight years of age and
almost a novice ln the work, should
Qefeat the most ~experienced aero-
nauts of Europe and win a decisive
victory in what was, up to that time,
the greatest arefa] sporting event the
word had ever seen, could not help
but kindle the patriotism and the
agronautic interest of his fellow of-
fipers gt home and abroad.

The outcome of the sentiment thus
Aroused was the lasnance of an or
dpr creating the Aeronautical Diviy-
140 of the Bignal Corpes. It was ar

ged to get out of storage the sev-

" ballooms of foreign make which
hpd been hoyght by the United States
dpring’ the Fpanish  war and had

B In storage ever since, and it
Was decided that the headquarters of
the new activities should be at & *bal-
lgon house™ at Fort Myer, Va., just
a¢ross the Potomac from Wasbing-
tqn, and where the progress could be
clpsely watehed by the administra.
tive oftcixls of the War Depirtment.
It is the expectation that erp many
months elapse 8 second detachment
of the Aeronsutic division will be or-
ganized at Fort Omaba. Neb.,, where
the goverpment {s now bullding a
mpdel balloog house and s install-

what it I8 hoped to be the most
up-to-date plant in the world for the
manufacture of the hydrogen gas
uged for the inflation of balloons

The baloonists at Fort Myer have
the care of all the balHoons owned by
thp War Department. These include
a French balloon of 9,000 cubic feet

pacity, which was bought during

e Spanish War; a balloon, 26,000
opbic feet capacity, of German man-
afacture, which was acquired at the
sgme time; the famous Balloon No.
10, of 76,000 cubic feei capacity,
which was built especially for the
Bjgnal Corps by Leo Stevens and
three small balloons of Gerinan .man-

-ufscture, 400 cuhic _ feet _capacity

.|the human race.

WIRELESS RAYS A
MENACE TO HEALTH.
Will Probably Cpuse Some Myste:
rions Disease Like the
X-Rays Did.

Londofi, England.—It. is now as-
serted that wireless telegraphy may
turn ont to he a menace to health of)

Basing his alarming suggestion on
the fact that the Admirclty is now
sending messages to the British fleet
at sea By means of a wireless tele-
graphic appsratus erected at the
Navy Headquarters in Whitehall, a
well-knowu scientist gays:

*“This means that ether waves are
being let loose in one of the densest
parts of London, in my opinion a
most dangerous experiment, consid-
ering the totally unsuspected re-
Bults produced by X-rays, which are
only another form of ether waves,
upon people coming into frequent
contact with them. S

“With this wireless system oonce
in use the people not only of Lon-
don, but of all Englzad, will be coa-
Unually subjected to .thesp myste-
rioys ang little understood ether dis-
turbances, with possibly ealamitous
resuits in the shape of some feartul
and obscure disease akin to that
caused by X-rays.”

Professor 8ir Willlam Crookes,
when consulted on the subject. im-
mediately admitted the possibility of
the wireless rays being {njurious.

"Marconl rays &nd X -rays,” he
said, “‘are both vibrations of ether.
The X-Rays did not produce any in-
jurfous effect for gome years, and
the fact that they were at all dan-
gerous was pot suspected. Personal-
ly, though I hsve worked with the
X-rays from the beginning. 1 have
escaped bharm. It {s possible that
the wireless rays may have an il ef-
fect upon people constantly subjected
to them, though I have not heard of
a case yet.”

A professor st King's College sald:
“It is so uncertain at present in
what way the X-rayé generate skin
disease that I should not care to
afirm that wireless rays have no such
effect. For a copgiderable time no oae
imagined the X-rays to be harmful
and then several bad cases occuried.
It is impossible to be sure that the
Marcon! waves are not {injurious,
when we know that the X-ray ether
waves are €o dangerous. It cannot
be denied that another set of ether
waves mignt have their own special
action upon the human system. [t
might be undizcovered for years.
Experiment alone cap determine
whether these wireless rays are
harmless or not.”

WIFE GOT THE MONEY.
“Come Op" Was Wise, snd Bunco
Men Were Bumcoed.

Wichita, Kan.—J. J. Savage, a
ranch owner of Amsrillo, Texas, came
to this city to bet $3,500 on a *‘fixed"’
porverare He has fled back to Tex-
fs with *his own money and $500 be-
longing to the four men who tried
to fleece him. He brought a draft
here to wager on the race. Afier
Savage cashed the draft the bunco
men gave him $500 of their own

opey to wager, thinking to con-
:rIche him that the deal was all right.

Before the wager was made =&
riend gave the Texan a tip, however,
and he and his -wife hired a motor
car, drove from the city to Welling-
ton, and took a train home. Mrs,
Savage took charge of her husband's
$3.500 and the bunco men's $500.

IS $20,000,000 WASTED?

Experts Say Government's Ohio
River Dams Are Bad.

Pittsburg, Pa.—The most of the

$20,000,Q00 which has already been

expended by the government in mak-
ing the six dams below Pittsburg, in

ed hy the invastigation {s that the
jusers ) nesei8e
population in the Unif Qmu m
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Washington, D,,0.—In apite 9f the
mct that thelChibess population In
the United States is much smaller
than it was in 1878 the importation
of smokipg opium into the United
HStates has Increased more than 250
per cent stnce then. In 1$07 the
fmportatica of smoking opium was
157,600 pounds. These {facts are

port on the growth of the opium hab-|Passsdeny, where he too)t the dog
it 1
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ed by Dr Hamilton Wright of Wash-
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been ascertained also that about 76
pe’ cent of the lmportations are used
in 1ne manufacture of morphine. Ofleyee, heard his volop
the manufactured products of theiThe safior carried har in
orug only 25 por cent get into legitl-|while” his father, bhrothers and als-
mate uses.
In Now York Clty there are sald toltng who he was nor whether »1&{
be about 3,000 Chinamen, of whom{pgtter be placed under ar e
60" are amokers of opinm; another
report places the percentage of theimather. Bhe revived, and in “1!-
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population In Philadelphia there nim, completely carried ..m
are 1,000 Chiness, fully one-third oflesy gt his returs. - -
whom are addicted to the habit of|” How the imposter became
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smokers in New York City, tis
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epch, which are intended primarily
for signal work but which are prov-
igg very useful at-Fort Myer as re-
serve reservolrs for the storage of a
syrplus supply of hydrogen during
the infiation of the big balloons.

Uncle Sam'’s establishment is pret-
ty well equipped, in addition to a
vpst array of such standard adjuncts

ballast bags, anchors, baskets and

like, there are instruments for
registering the Iifting power of a gas
bag and for testing the quality
of tlie gas in use. One ingenius me-
abanical assistant is an apparatus,
.operated. by turning a crank, which
infates a bailoon with afr #o that-1t|
may be tested for leaks or to facilt-
tate repair work.

For the time being the hydrogen
st ysed as the lfting medium in
‘the dirigible and all other baloops
s mpnufactured at a temporary piant
st Fort Myer, but ultimately all the

required for army balloon operp-
tlm gnywhere in this country will

manufactured at the Fort Omaha
plant and will be shipped wherever
needed in tanks somewhat resem-
‘bljng, save for thefr larger size, the
gus tanks used In connection with
sods ‘water fountains.

The balloon squad has its regular
drilis just as do otker branches of
the military service. Thie most im-
portant of theso has for its object

" the inflation of a balloon.
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10,000 Wed from Ome School.
Oncinpat!, Ohio.—President HIN

<ot Labanon. Intyersity. declares: that!
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ihe Ohio Hiver, has been practically
thrown away, Is the contention of
rivermen, and there is a fight on in
the matter between\ river interests
and the engineers {n.charge of the
government work. >
It appears that the
dams have been so gons that
the water eddies immediatel} bélow
the dhms, making sand bars, which
are far more dangerous to shipping
than were conditions in the river be-
fore the dams were built,

vernment

FORSE HURRIED TO DOCTOR.

When It Got Colic.

Bloomington, Ind.—The most sen-
stble horse of local record was
fornd here when the family animal
o’ Samuel Johnson became sick with
colic, and of its own accord made its
way to the veterinary eight blocks
awry. Dr. Sweesy heard a noige In
his yard and he found the Johnson
horse reeling in pain. He treated
the animal and sent it home.

To ‘Trace Shells by Telesccpes.

Wasuington, D. C.—One hundred
observation telescopes are to be pur.
chased by the Ordnance Department
of the army. They are to be used In
coast artillery practice to watch the
fall of shots.

Retura Wave of Immigrants,
Waskiington, D. €.—Immigration
officials. scatter a.,g&xmbtgw; ol
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000 lnropun- hﬁt alreedy booked
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that hsve come are confiiciing, bu
enough has bsen veceived to indicate
that in the United Btates the use of
opium as a habit has grown to an
alarming extent and thrt its growth
is not emong the Chinese residents,
who, on the contrary, seem to be
sadopting measures for- stamping it
out, hut the yrogress in.sxmong ihsiy
whites and what surprises him is t

it is not among the slums byt in md :;.ﬁ”&”?"%?ﬁd

professionsal classes, where the high- Army, on

keyed nervous systems seem to

ve narcotics. Many reports indi-

thnt the "lt.nnuoug ite” is in l
responsible for the mum

LIVES ON 975 & Yeer.

Musician Trying to Seve $10,008 for
the Poor.

Omaha, Neb.—In order that hejthe American, A;L
may give his entire property to theltion of this city, asks thé ‘of
poor, Victor Schmidt, s well-known{eountry to miake & special featu
Omahs musician, was discovered uv-mn secidents sccarrisg m% o
ing in & cellar for which be paidjtry, placing the oc
$1.50 a month. In his pocket were mnm hekaing,
oertificates of déeposit for nearly $8,- ing, Ankneial and other’
000. Schmidt asserts fhat ke ummt sre. clamified. m font
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Schmidt is & college-bred man sndse aanundwhtmt
a former student st & Germsn unfs} 3
versity. He has. been & st
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smve $10,000 with which (o eitab-| Loudon, -
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