- SUSPICION.

By Frederic Taber Cooper,
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tains of the anditorium ripples off Y6ars. there were flecting hours,

tng its usnal enjoyment out of th rankled in him, begetting vague

burden from Nora, herself, as
Thursday. Hold the wire, please. 1 T
It seemed to Meliish bardly worth hides a physica deformity.
his while tg wait. He knew*from

1
Nora tickets for the ninetsenth row; of fashlon and conviviality to

“The younger one was bewalling somewhere behind that Yromd

: L] { 1] l'
for some evening next week, In plac ::f:! tb";:r: th.::: r::r:x;: 1ndeed
<of to-night. Buch good tickets, t6ol]

ness hours Harry simply doesn’t re- doorway. through which he had

careworn lines revealed themselv
oo his thin face. He wighed tha
he shared the ability of this un.
known Harry, the abllity of th
average unimaginative, tranqui
husband, to shut domestic cares
«bind him when he stepped out over
his threshold in the morning. H
wished that Just for one busy,
barassed day he might forget t
thera was such a person as Nora
existence. He knew that it woul
be better for his peace of mind
better for his business interests,
Nora’s tace dia not hover so often
between him and the letters b
wrote, the sales he made, the con-
tracts that demanded . undivided
thought—Nora; with her small, red
mutinous mouth, her aureole of hat
1tke spun copper, her childiike ap-
peal, her wide gray oyes, avidioy
-<of admiration. He wondered vaguel;
whether other men, outwardly hap-

bad told the truth after all,

by guawing suspicious, intangible

under protest, an exchange for
Mellish's ear.
for Moellish. With the spasmodic e

. demanded the tickets she had just
surrendered, and somewhat to his
‘ surprise, obtained tiem, They we
splendid seats, ning rows from th

stage, on the middle aisle; the

man who tried to follow on foot
rapidly  retreating hansom ca

him to get. It was characteristic
» Nara slways t0 «xpest the baet
B exsrything, and usually to end by
geiting it

ous condition, hordering upon lunacy

down Madison Avenue to Twenty:
sixth Btrest, and thence westwar
alopg the northern boundary of
Madison Bquare, not because it w his glasses
a shorter way to his home, but iol the bridge
obédience to a sullen, unreasoning his near-pighted eyes straining heip-
impulse to pass the restaurant wher lessly after the y®llow romn, that
his wife had told him she would filtted like & thing of evil, 4n and

lunshing. At this late hour it w out through the endless siream of
quids possible that he had misse landaus, motor cars, omnibuses and
her; yet Nora was one who loved business wagons. At twenty-fifth
linger over a lunch table, torgetful of] Street the mounted

the fight of time. Thers

a chance that he might

glimpse at her through the window, ward towards 1 !

on the Fifth Avenus side, or eve the tag end of a cfiy block that

bave the luck to meet her just com:| forms the base of the Worth Monyu.

o oo Ji0G: Uty 40 all the pride of her ment  tilangle.  they swung in

i raiment. He knew already how ez single file, fAirst right, then left again;

: . tremoly well it becsme her. It had| an electric car for a moment blogked
R _ come home from the dressmaker's the "procession, ' f
only the night before, and had putl Meliish's first lucid thought was

' 1 ‘her in a gracious mood for the wholg », spring into one of many vacant
| W= ‘evening. She had sven donned it hansoms l:g: Wwalted along the curb
3 ' for B8 private benefli, and h hand bid him follow the yellow roan
' > i which this time threatened serfously
to elude him. He waved to one’ spas-
modically with 'hiv long arm. Then
23 he promptly responded, he waved
It away again. He realized sud-

forgetting that the right name of a!
that gorgi usness was a lizsard green
mofire, ow she loved the pleasant

] B luxuriant things of lfe; dainty

o viands, lavish clothes, the glitter o

B many- gaslights, the adulation of t

; passing glance! She was not mad

for domesticity, she was too exotic—

that the initial fault, the sourcé of
his unrest, She craved the stimulus pose his jealousy to a cab driver; al-
of perpetual excitement; the showy, ready he pictured the fronical curi
outside life of theatre, restaurant,osity in the tellow's eyes. - instead,
hotel; the champagne atmosphers oq he swung himself on to a Broadway

s2lf to take a stranger, even an un-
known cab driver, so far into bis

other hansom. No, he could not ex-

the modern caravansary. It was | open ecar, that for two blocks shot
-8 public restaurant that he first met southward with such speed that he¢
her, five years ago—a dinnsr at gained once more rapildly upon ih-
Sherry's, where he had first Hstened| fugitives, when at Twenty-thir
to those mutinous red lips, first been! Street he auddenly lost sight-of the—
Uarzled by thé coppery glint of her altogether, /He rose. from the se
hair, first looked into thoss wide he had Just“taken in a bewilderme:
gray eyes, and answered their appeal of helpless Indicision. But the cg
" for flattery. She was lttle more had started once mors before he|
-than ‘a ohild in years—he Lad -onld decide to get off; and the mext
realized that at the time—just a tull] winute, as It slowed down for pas
8lim thing, with a face that robhed sengers at Twenty-second Street,
- -him .of- his aleep. He could smif
aow, grimly, remembering how he

i, stralghz across from Pifty

care serfousty for a shy, reserved
g uan like himself, already yorglog

n ad vapished from sight at Twenty-|turned
bachelor habies, But Nora's family mngu.e:g ;e:owxhgt lenst he sappery hadr
had smiled approval apon the junior #ould have a good view of her com.| dresa—but not N
gem’m ‘: “;: ﬂ“u;‘;b’@"g h:i“::rg sanion, the man who &g insolentlyfngt fﬁrﬁ He volg
sr¥in Melllsh, =nd cie . his wife in bro; ay-| wonderingly, inoredy
uvred to make his courtship] 'PRIOPTiated hiy wife in broad day ngly, inoy
easy. He had not been blind to > ding : t itlcat mo-
w Excep tl:xl%tor ::emsh :ﬁgm‘h’t tt'lz their diplomacy. He had simply al- crow bhat him at the eritlcai mo
e ooy thosd by ot ol lowed himself to be cajoled, deluded,
tlfaatm w doenemw' ed. olt fack?ad on!. hypnotized Into the bellef that, car. He had caught only another
twenty m‘:; utes to thres, when hz through some modern miracle, soms tugitive glimpse of the green moire,
glanced once more impatiently :ﬁg?j hliim;::ﬁm:owho:w}mﬁi the glint of copper below the green
his watch. Behind the drawn cur- - * i

&  smeotl-shaven,  black-hatved,
laughter, Bcattering volleys of 3 cyon days, when such 3 belief ¢ }

Plause, told that that the usual fgosgﬁs”: tg:“;;’s'myigg “ﬁ":;e‘f;ﬁ potently he cursed his weak, near
Saturday matinee audience Was get- " y bancy

clous, morbid doudbts, symptoms o
latest popular play, stll running c‘:ri which he was slow 1o s’\‘! e:s the| F0de there bealde Nora, for al Broad
full houses when other thea

way to see. Was It someane whom
had alrezdy be to close for the B¢aRINE. Then, one day he real-
¥ begun fzed, with & wave of self-con-
summer. The man in the box-office

tempt, that he wan’ Jealous—-he, salt ed his hospitality a sco
was at the telephone, the irritatin " . enjay s hosp ty a .
deliberation of his answers bein Meilish, In his sober middle age, Jeal

t call ouths, with the bioom of times? Among the men who
ous of callow youths, ; bitually-to her evenings at
laloly audible from without He came habltua £5
bad nf)’thlng left for to-might nearer| O, UPd6r-Eraduate concelt fresh upon|pore or freely dropped 1n for din-
than the nineteenth row. No no them, the jargon of football in thetr ner or tes, there were bhalf a
for next Tuesday elther.' \VQ' speech; jealous of every compliment dozen of medium height, amooth.
day, the house was practically sold murmured fa ?er ear;, Jealous of
out" two large theatre parties] ®Y¢FY siranger’s flattering glance. might be any one of these. The
Thn;rsdzy? He might do better £ Above all, he had sought to hide his

Before the solld, unpretentious
perlence that it was unwise to offe building on the corner, & landmark

earlier generation, Mellish puuséd
’heaﬁoulg,h""‘h“ noverhue% th; ‘;‘!‘" uncertainly. peering blindishly, with
at ) ® Women ahead o o near-sighted eyes, wondering whether
evidently shared his discouragement.

necessitty of exchan her tickety PADS€ of spotlems window Nora was

It was so !fke Harry to forget and] The warm, bright summer after-
make an appointment with & buct|000D Was paming. and still M
ness friend. ”‘M)}ﬁd;—ar. dui'inz busi Ungeréd, staring Ineffectually at the

" ready ceased to expéct her to appedr
member that I exist! Suddenly a bevy of women came out
Moeliish sighed involuntartly, and together, two, foun, ¥98, aix of them.
He could not see their faces fraotp
across the strest. Mrs. Faversham that he stigmatized as viclows. Yef
might be there or she might not; ) ) ) _
but the lzard green moire was un- that he had pever put it inta words [towards this destine
mistakable, even bhis poor eyes|He ha 3 ‘ ’
shawed that He made s reckiessimore
plunge in front of a dejivery Wagon,
and parrowly shunned an automo-(than listen to Windon's light, frothy
bile, because his thoughtas, ltke his talk, father than anr:‘hix high:
gare, wero fastened on that group pitched laugh, that seemed to pens
of women across the way, half hid-ltrate the furthest co
den behind a bhansom cab. Nora ment, rather

thought, with a gladness that ws rebuke of his ‘fifp
tlmost pain. But as the automo-
bile moved out of his path, he saw
ber, to his amazement step fnto the
walting hansom. A man sprang In
sfter her, a slender man, of medium
height, whose face he could not smé.
The other women hagd dispersed
meltgd, vanished In thin ajr—{t
scarcely mettered where, |t they
were not, after all, Mrs. Faversham’s
Dily married, had thelr joys cankered luncheom party. Hy arrived beside d
K the cab: he cmught a sidewise
‘t‘::f;!" lg;:g:x:t ‘1: g:":::g ‘3;‘: glimpso of the coppary hair, the soft
thrived and bred a fever of unrest ;/:.;.e lgogln::z;r gd h;e‘t?:ldm?:::e’ Scoss tg. u?q““" he zained, some

The wife of the absent-minded reachéd out his hand amd touched '
Harry, having at last won attention

her arm. The driver swung his
from the box-offiice, snd lccﬂph‘% long, flexible lash, that smapped 1ike

s aiteral pro It an tach o Ouce more played into his hands, 1x
° o w
third row i the balcony, made way| 3. o, racker * ¢ the

At any other time, had the ques-
brusqueness of natural timidity he ton been laid {mpartially before him,
Mr. Mellish waulq have heid that a

p(funes could be rend the'history of s
D(slow transition ‘th coonsl
through the crowded mags of New oy 2 roush su fv

0™ gork streets, dutlog the busy rush
of seats that Nora slways expected of Saturday afternooh, was In & seri.

In thepresent crists he 4id not pause
to consider, but simply gathered
himselt together and sprinted nimbiy
down the pvenus, forgetting for once

of his long, ‘thin- nosé:

sprang into the iniief Batl, ut
over a scrub-woman’s
From miawh o

m soridwhers abovs hi) ; : o
there floated ithrough i ili%mﬁ ot f#er » brow, “with. itk
the narrow stalrs  the sound of :
voltes and a Woman's Inughter, .. [Once mors he bowed:

closcness, the stale odor of cooked|ienlousy. Lomg after: dinmse <
tood, Mellish spr two at a
confldence as to bid him foilow that time. Thegghy’;i::f st?sﬁnﬁtg%:gm 5
hpon Bs sirength; the thrabbing |fore him; his cigar, siow]
beat of his heart rang fu ‘his eurs,|ashes where ft smouid,
shutting out other sounds, deafer.
ing thought itself,
he was consclous of moftty openi
‘doors, and cutious hesds’ thrist o
8 he pdused’ sdeceskive lanatngs:
fhat was the consequeice of-;

3¢ doorway of the front apartment, |Mellish tore the ks
 jomehow he managed to cover the|middle, droppéd the
emaining distance and thrust K |wit
‘oot forwitrd, just @rs the doorclosed, i
A o keep it from Tafelisg.” At  thi
‘here came the yellow roan, at ful; same t?me ke kniked ‘vflth A"rratth?.

ful -vigor. He heird: l!i!}‘f{- ﬁm&

shliged ft to make a cirouit of the gasped. hoar
“latiron Bullding; that was why. it}into g:#;mm

staid

Ight. But thres stout wumen,{2re not Noral® It t

ment, blocked his view as the cab

followed the wrong couple throughle,
swWung in once more ahead of the 3

& mile of New York streets, he
tracked them to their Iair, he &
iolently broken in upom. th

all that he conld think to
ly | planation wax Just these 1y
matle words, “You are not

N

ostrich plume, and still mors vagne

hal-

ungish man A3 he uttefed them. ' “*Mercy,
be scared me!™ Jld the wommn,
folt aure that it was Sami»
Mellish suddenly felt str
shaken, strangely weak,
seemed to have grown qurious 3
olack, blacker .even tham the Aairag
he had just come up. two stepw at af
time. That was i, he tol himasit, wil
the ctairs and the heat and the ex-
citement. He heard the man’s e
saying brusquely, 2% 1t trom some ye | ¥
mote distance, “Wall, now that you
know it iso’t Nors, don't you think|"H®
¥ou had better be going?™ And the
voman |nterpossd histily; .. 3
can't you ses that the man is slnk
He Is golng to fajit* . Mellish trice
0 get to' the door, trled 0.
tome words of 0Ky, #X0u
teat, &Il in ome; Len

sighted eyes, that left him In doubt
who the scoundrel was, who brazenly

sug-

be knew? Someone wha had
clasped his hand, partaken of hia

shaven and with darkish hair. It

names seemed (o repeat themselves
o8l rippingly in his ear, in rhythm with

the hum of the car wheels—JIxek
Elting, Ted Voorhis, Windon Hinck.
ley—Windon Hickley? The imago
of Mrs. Faversham's brother pep-
sisted in recurring to his ming,

ex-

s fore, in all these months of unspoken

iealousy, had Ris suspicions foquaied
definitely npon -any man. ‘Windon.
Binckley! With Ms foppish drose, | b
tis dsttanie manuer, the {ndefinably
stamp of dlq(n;t!c&n in bis boyish
{ace and keen bold eyes. He had
Rever even tried to like Hincklay.
It had {arred-‘upon hid sense: of At
Deas 10 ses ‘Nors, with: har innate
fneness, suffer contaes with a natyre

the womah who' had
he wuﬁm, the wom
¥aE 50 like Nora's, in
and mouth were 'so dim
she loaned over ‘hin, b

cold, bold wiolet':of Der o
Irregularity of har teeth, one

QU ‘blackened. 1o the {mmenslty]oningy
this antipathy .was. so intangibly :E fy g&%:;??gcltmg&;}g?;mhx gggzm
¢ ' ol

al-

d ‘simply left ths house, o

bad baen 85 atraid thay

than one flimsy excuse, had and who now g Plainly sl
gone out into the winter night, rather {to be- gons, ' He 93,.“ ‘
bix debt of g

Sured him, bﬂ .

roer of the apart.
than see Nora's gray
hejeyes widen kiogly, in felgned
pant ‘Wudacities
That was the WAy ke had guarded | h ,
bis home, by taking his hat apd. g0 [ el of ‘thix’ may
Iog qut into the winter'afghtt . |in by’ of ‘whox
At Unlon Square e cal turned | nearly tolched hind,
ost oncd more.. Mpllish s mg It -wan ;pust th
tecklesily from hix’ ‘car,- ‘Vﬁhoi’ when Malllsh
¥aitiug for if to slow up, and broke Nora; ragiant
into a run once mors, as though the | &teen, 03“04 the
devil were spurring: Eim. " A hun
red flower vandors with trampted |
violgts could not ‘have stayad him
00w, under the impulsion of 'his
Bew  certainty, . Cutting- diagonally

n

14

“';mf ;v‘ &
diso

n'{vras

L Horulr (5" poitde
his appearasice, g

-4 hg

PeAra J L1

she told him, and wonld
ner. - Windon? " Wel
In the'joydis ‘confide

curo; Mellisk Lolt tk

to be ¢drdial @ven: te

n: te Wind
ley.  Besides, }w Abought, -
made a hasty tollet, it

only for an holip; ;

to excuss hermill as

wWas served; l;'.':lie 3&:

thyatre with'him’ to-night
The daldty dlunér séof:

cess -that : Noralss

Yhat on the cab, what was fadpig
into the vists of F‘lt‘!‘gun Street whalg
he flaally reachad the corner, Luck

shape of AR open trench whare

backed up in fﬁn; of & four-stor)
brick dwellipg, in w ose fallen for

grades of dfrnt‘nxiti)lty. It hn
Intely besn coxverted Into a setond/
rate bachelor apartment, of tiue sort | Fa i
that exercised RO cunsorship over | ther
the quality o

visitors, The

I b
kod g o

stopped.  From the. am}
grocer’s wagon he ‘saw the '
descond, say’ the driver iy
hat in acknowledgment of his fara,

saw her glatce apprehetisively up
spd down the stieet, before gather:

) RS
Az he looked acrods the diiine

table at-Nora, dimpling under Hinok

{1ex's fiattery, suddenty. Mellive

d slipping furtively through the|tioh fell. They hag -pl;u; ll}

young . eon

agaln before he eould Féach: it JTn|cured ull; the
dtiasfo - | h&d not reslized itisooi
Petuously pushed every ‘bne of the- z%ﬁcrb!uﬁdpmm‘i@#m}‘ﬂ 5

eight riew brass belly Jo rapld’ syb:{couple all through & summer
cémlon.. The ‘wutomatic - b {8000 was no. progt ‘ot Nor/
soanded & 2 stavoato; b g, I

knob yielded to him _hand,

5 mn’*‘?“ .
Klance shot from:'those “wids g

estibule; ;
iz thero|aFen, . singie thought behiug

Up through thé darkness. the|under the incubus ofhisdnte

er he-continued tosit in the.dining:
;- his coffee growﬁn,sr-iw ]

saucer. The clock::
shelf struck nine, w,
toused himself and die
pocket the theatre i :
hWd - Yorgotien 1o sk a
: , Wtﬁqmm’
*ckless pressure on. all thoss new |t ually- forgotten—to-
8. Half way up the third flight Intervals , Hinck 2%
' Was just In time to see the trafy|Erating langh echoed
i the green moire vanish through|length of the ball,

As In 5 dream

?3

h the ashes, 1t & lresh
ising at’ the periof
€bough to traiw;u‘ g sl
cuse, put on:his ot and
e the summer Bigh
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