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QUEER ANCIENT CUSTUOMS.

Touching a Suicide's Hand
Thought a Cure for Blckness,

In former times it was & common
notion that, if a sick person, could
only touch the hand of a sulcide, he
or xh¢ would be cured.

This superstition was especially

common {n the west of England; inj -

Cornwall, touching a sulcide’s hand
was said to bave once cured a young
toan who had been affiicted with

y tumors from his Dbirth, A
hnuu- superatittion regarding the
totich 6f executed crimtinaly has been

*1daly prevalent and has often been
recatded,

Robert Hunt, {n hiy *“Romances of
the West o. England,” says that he
onds saw 8 young woman lsd to the
saffold at Newgate to have a wen
touched by the hand of a man who
had just been executed.

At Northampton of old the hang-
man is said to have had a regular
fes for according a similar ‘‘privi-
lege® to the sufferers from like dls-
orders. BEven the cofln of a suicide
may have curative value,

There iz a Devonshire belief to
the offect that, it any one suffering
from disease can manage to throw a
white handkerchief on such a cofin
at the time of its interment, the
\lisease will vanish as the handker-
chief decays.

Muoh superstitious value has been
attached to the knots of the ropes
used elthar by a suicide or In the
exoccution of a criminal.

: '*wm W*ﬂlmer""" b
“— You who wear spectacles must un-
deratand that you cannot see to ad-
vanage through greasy lenses, The
common habit ia to wipe eye-glasses
or apectacles with a sllk handker-
chfef carrled in the pocket. The fin-
ger tips always exude e delicate ofl.
This gets on the handicerchief and
from the handkerchief goes on to the
lenses. Presently there 's a smear of
grease and people complaln of dim-
neéts of vision. Drop the handker-
some very flne tissue
phper cut into small sections, wipe

your giassgs with two or three pleces
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Whashousps In the country.

jboasied ong handred .bapks and trust

United States.

26,422 printing and publishing
These repre-

sentod $386,008,004 of Invested cap-

ita] and turned out products valued!

at $496,001,137. Tho growth for
the f(ive years since 1900 doubled!
the growth ot the ten years previous. .

Right Handed Men,

According to authorities from 88
to 96 per cent of the men In civilized
lands are right-handed and have de-:
veloped the low right shoulder. This,
however, is no new phenomenon, for
even the anclent Greek sculptors
had noticed it and posed thelr sub-
jects s0 an to make them appear
more symmetrical

Peat as Fuel,

There is a strong organization at
work io this country developing the
use of peat as fuel. It {s now util-
{sing many acres of swamp lands
which are belng reclalmed for agri-
oritural purposes. The bi-products
of the industry are very promising.

A Prosperous Town.

Waycross, Ga,, with a population
cf 9,000, has no poorhouse, nine out
of ten of the white population own
their homes and 93 per cent of the
chilaren attend school. The saloon
license has r.nnually for the last 18
sears been fixed at $30,000.

New York City's Banks.

Twenty years ago the fact was
mads muck of that New York City
cOnpatisR. Tolay, " however,  the
greater city has no fewer than 212
{nstitutions of this character.

Greatest Heat ang Cold,

The greatest heat 1s never found
on the equator, bu! some 10 degress
té the north, while more severe cold
has been registered -in Northern Si-
beria than has been found mnear the
Pole.

Rolling Stones.

The “Rolling Stones” of Australla
placed on a fairly smooth surface,
will soon roll together in a group.
They contain a magnetic ore.
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Men of talent generally fix upon
ignorant and stupidish women tor
their wives; whils stupid men almost
Tﬁﬁfﬁﬁry‘ alghT upon clever women.

English Predominates,

pais through the postoffices of th
world are written by and sent to peo-
ple who speak Eanglish,

In 1906 there wore-

Two-thirds of all-the letters whlol;]

SOUR MILK IS HEALTHY,

The Usr anq Origin of Curdled Milk
Older Than History,

Nothing Is oluer than curdled mlilk
or sour mlilk, and nothing seems
nower than the application which hasg
beeen made of it.

Ctvilized people are the only ones
to drink milk “‘resh or boiled, while
fermented milk (8 aloost the only
kind used outside the pale of aiviliz-
etiom. The use and origin of cur
dled milk are older than history.

Later the Greeks and Romans also
recognized the strengthening and
tonic effects of sour milk, and tHey
performed veritable cures with the

“‘schiston.”

In our times fermented milk I8 {n
common use as a dally diet in East-
erh countries. Inalmost all these
countries, besides belng used as a
food, sour milk has played and still
plays g great part in empirical medi-
cine. )

Sour milk, afte, being recognized
&8s 8 wholesome food possessing me-
dlcinal] properties, has been proclaim-
ed by some people as a remedy for
prolonging human lite.—Medical
Journal,

French Thrift,

From time to time the English
workingman has the French peas-
ant's thrift thrown in hisface. The
French peasant may not be able to
find “sermons {n stones, books in the
running brooks,” but he can and
does find food in everyibimg.
and r-ares-famlly sould " ive on
what an Englishman In the same po-
sition wastes, People, however,
geem to forget that the habits of ths
Englishmen are determined by their
gimute.--LadY.

? Lady Gamblers,

The number of sulecldes which
have taken place lately smong bus-
iness men and sprvonlators in ameri-
ca carries a warning note to women,
who, unfortunately, are, many of
them, bitten with the love of gamb-
ling. Nothing 1s s fatal or {nsid-
fous as speculating in stocks and
shares, and women, from their eir-
cumstances, are pecullarly llable to]
be.. misted -and = k
Grdphte, -

Rgstleasness.

| _Mere restléssness is not & mstter
for whieh physictans sre Iften ton-
sultel. It is, on the face of 1, an
unimportant malady, but when !t
existk in sufficlent intemsity to form
tha subject of complaint, and to In-
duce the sufferer to seek advice, it
is - usually found to be the superfic-
fal tndication of g grave \mdermng
condlﬁan.wnospigal.

speclal king of curdled mlilk called]

,lttacbed to it. On each slde of the
‘mhoulders near the gills i g dark
spot, fabled to be the impressiar
—adoe by the finger and thumb ot
St. Peter whep he took it up and
found the penny in its mouth to pay
tribute to Cassar with,

An Expensive Plant.
The {ivy plant which establighed
itself in a crevics of the tower of St

jough, Lincolnshire, England, under
mined the foundation and lifted
stones out of place until it cost over
$3.000 to make repalrs,

Good Swimmeny.
All Qerman soldlers must learn to
swim. B8ome of them are sa expert
that with their clothing on thelr
hoads and carrylng guns and ammu-
nition, they can swim several hun
dred yards.

A Lengthy Lawsuit.

A lawsult which bhas beer in pro-
gresg since tho year 1430 between
the local authorities of Friemar. a
suburb of Gotha, and certain mill
owners, was amicably gettled at Ber-
lin after 478 years of litigation.

About Frockles,

Freckles may be hereditary. Cases
of freckies -all over the body are
‘mentioned. ~ Food is not supposed to
cause them. Sun and wind makes
some faces freckla.

Forests of England..

an loterest in the preservation of
forests becaurse of the universal
gubstitution of coal for wood as
fuel. -

.oy o~

Exhaunsts the Soil,
The growth of a number of suc
cessive crops of the same plant has
been lataly found not only % exhaust
the soil for that plant, but to de-
velop an active poison for it,

American Oak Staves,

Spanish grape growers prefer
American dak staves for barrels,
claiming that no other wood ia o
good gror the preservat!on o: mm.

The Ldck Telescope.

The great Lick telescopo will pick
out a star so small that 1t would re-
qaife 30,000 of them put together to
bo visible to the naked saye,
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How We Breathe,

HEvory man respires or drawe in
his breath on average of tweiity times
a minute, or approximately 20,060
timen a day.

The art of glove cumng requires
Lgreat gkill, -snd In Feance some of
the beat mrkmon txd’ xmld 1100 |
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SUGAR MAKES YOU GROW.

Americans and .Britons . Increasing
in Height and Weight,

English and American girls 1ullﬂ
reaching womanhood, and the mnexf
generation in its early teens, are un.
usually tall, standicg a head or
more above their mothers. This ha
been remarked on over and over
again, and has been the subject of
learned disquisitions. Yet no gen-
erally acoepted cause for the fact hay
been given up to this time.

Now comes a Londoa physician of
note and says that it s simply »
oasd aof lengthened sweetness. By
“sweetness” in this particular case
the nature of the young ladles 4
not referred to, but their dlet. In
fact, statistics of recent years show
that Americans and Britons of both
sexes ary {ncreasing in height and
weight. Why? The physician re-
ferred to says 1t is sugar.

Great Britains and Americans are
the sugar eating nations of the worid
and have quadrupled their saccha-
rine consumption {n the last score of
yoars,

This is now the best explanation
of an accepted fact, and it will have
to stand until a better one comes
along.—Londur Tit-Bits,

Spotting Smokeless Powder.

German military authorlties are
experimenting with a device by
which tha location of troops using
smokeless powder may be easily dis-
oovered. . By this dexice It fu.pro-
Posed “to survey -tho Iandscipe
through pale red glasses. The flash
of smokeless powdsr appears strong
in red light, while ordinary objects
are dimmed. By furnishing fleld
glasses with the device in question,
which i; provided with screens of the

-roper tint, the position of conceal-
ed marksmen can be detected.—
Washington Herald. .

Girls Allowances,

Parentg should give their girls an
allowance, however small, from thelr
earliest years. To learn economy it
is necessary to spand, and how can
one spend what one has not got?
Keoplng accounts is an admirable!
| PrdctiCes, though-the groat Dr. John-}h
son Bcofted at it. You won’t eat]
less beef to-day,” he maid, “because
you have m-ltten down what it cost
¥ou yesterdey "—-Lady Violet Gre-
ville in Black and Wh*lta

Women Detectives,
In Paris, shoplifiing has become a
fing art, consegquently watching 4haw
bad to become 4 flne art also, and
the Parisian shopkeepers are finding
that it pays them to employ proper
women detectivea to watch thelr
stock, o now every houme of Import~
moa hxa ftn n% Vrom:.n &eteotiﬂ.w

An Ancient Robe.

The robe which John Wesley wore
when he was christened over 200
Years ago !s now the property of
Miss Emlly Pashley of Worksop,
Exngland, it having come to her from
her grandfather at whose house
Wesley lived for a time when but an
Infant.

An Unusual Happuning,

A mill at Great Barrington, Mass.,
was shut down in 4 most unusual
manner A few woeks ago, when wa-
ter bugs, crowding into the space
around the engine stop push button,
produced a short circuit and the con-
sequent stoppage.

The Christian Brothers,

The Christian Brothers, a religious
congrogation of the Catholic Church,
founded in 1680 in Francs, is buUd~
ing a large business college at Port-
land, Ore., an entire city block hav-
Ing been purchased for the school
and a large playground.

Oanada's Fuel Supply.

A serfous problem for the people
of Canada to solve is the fuel sup-
ply of the future. No coal of any
kind has ever been discovered in On-
tarfo. In the older part of the prov-
ince the timber 1is practically ex-
haasted,_

Talk a Mile.

The conditions of the Arctic at-
mosphere are so fave¥abla for the

sible for two persons - to converse
through & mile of space,

Ooloring Brass,

A color resembling pewter may be
given to brass by boiling the casting
in a cream of tartar solution con-
talning & small amount of chloride
of tin,

Firemen in the Metropolis,
There are more filremen killad and
injured In the performance of their
duties In New York City than in any
other city in the world,

¥

Long Lived Swan.
~&ynong the- B&W%&sw&nm;m to
be the oldes‘t, ) Toac
g 300 yeara. e falcox: has veen
known to live over 162 years,

. The Snwed of.
Laplanders are the shortest peo-
ple i1 Europe, the men averaging
4 feet, 11 inches, the women 4 feet
9 inches,

The Bristal to Paddington (Eng-
1and”) oxpress covers 11834 miles in
two hours.

- Gilenin ulegh.ous poles reinforced
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