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possesses a toughness, moreover, 
which Is 1P88 suited for Ita boring tool 
than the comparatively cheese-1 Ike 

Ones a year there 4« a locust hunt 
i& the rice-growing districts of the 
Philippines. It Is not all pare wort, 
though the Filipino makes & frolic of 
It, for unless an organized war of 
extermination was regularly car
ried on against them, the tittle pests 

^tfould not only eat the rice fields 
bare In a few days, but devour every 
jpceen, thing down to the water'* 
edge As the time'draws near for 
the appearance of the locusts watch
ers are stationed in the fields, and 
as soon as the larva is discovered 
ford la carried to the presidente of 
the village, who immediately issues 
a proclamation calling on every man, 
woman and child In the district to 
tsBemble in the public square next 
rxornlng, prepared to wage war on 
the common foe. 

The rolling of a drum soon after 
•un up is the signal for h« whole 
population to gather at the rendez
vous After a solemn mass anc* pray
er by the village priest, wh" heads 
the parade dressed in his unofficial 
CQBtume of red and white calico 
shirt and loose dapping trousers, the 
people^fall in line and the little army 
starts for the fields. It Is oft«n 600 
strong and is led by the local band 
playing spirited music, but wearing 
old shirts and knee trousers like the 
rest. A few heads bore and there 
bob along bound round with cotton 
handkerchiefs5, bat most of them are guttapercha, which it 
bare, and nobody wears an/ shoes. w l t n t l i e greatest ease. 

'Then everybody, Including the 
musician's, fall to work on the young 
locusts wlta bags and switches. 
threshing away for dear life, sweep
ing tbe tiny pests Into bags, joking. 
laughing and singing snatches of 
popular lira at tbe tops of their 
voices. The babies tumble about In 
the mud and the young folks pair off 
arnohg the green stalk* and tbe 
burning sun beats pitilessly down 
upon tbe wet Md8. untlll a thick, 
white steam rises; but still tbe 
steady swish of the wulpo goes on 

When the bags are crsmmeu full 
With r. squirming, wriggling rnass. 
they are tightly tied and the home
ward march Is begun. Everybody 
Including tbe priest and tho presi
dents, is plastered frbm bead to foot 
with mud. and even tbe musical In
struments are splashed, but every-
body Is happy, for the rice fields are 
saved. The locusts are dried, re
duced to a fine flour and baked In 
Crisp, brown cakes by the maccabees. 
who consider them a great dainty. 
They taste like oaten cakes Bweet-
ened, and have a pleasant flavor, and 
the traveler in remote parts of the 
Islands often partakes of John the 
Baptist's dinner of "locusts and wild 
honey" without being aware of ths 
fact. 
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DABKUCRA OP OCEAN CABLES. 

Animal* Which are a Constant Mes-
«ce to Submarine Lines. 

The vicissitudes ot a submarine 
cable are many, says the "Magazine 
of Commerce." It may be torn by 
wo anchor, crushed by a rock or se
riously damaged by a coral reef such 
as abound in the tropics. 

Some o( the growths often found 
on a cable tend gradually to dei-ap 
tbe iron sheathing wires. 

Thoa, again, a cable sometimes 
leverB by a seaquake. It may be 
fatally attacked by tbe snout of a 
sawfish or by tbe spike of a sword-
fish. But perhaps tbe little animal 
that makes Itself most objectionable 
from tbi cable engineer's standpoint 
Is the insignificant little terado 
navalls. 

This lltMe beast is intensely greedy 
wbero gutta-percha ta concerned, 
working Its way there between the 
Iron wires and between the serving 
yarns. The silica In tbe outer cable 
compound tends to defeat tbe tera
do s efforts at making a meal of the 
core, and tbia defeat la further ef
fected by '.be core being enveloped 
In a thin taping of brass. 

But where the bottom is known 
to be badly t-.estea with these little 
monstors of the deep tbe Insulator Is 

"THE Ll 'Xmir OP THE HIGH.*' I'Ot'NTBHPKrrEJW MEW SCH*30t 

1'h* Carious and Wonderful Story 
Behind a Bill of Pare. 

For any one who has Imagina
tion there Is a curious and wonder
ful story behind a "luxurious" bill 
of fare Let us begin with tbe 
wines; and let us assume tbat they 
ate genuine, for one can usually 
have the authentic thing by paying 
tbe price for it. Tbe winea on a 
richly decked table really represent 
tbe work of hundreds of French 
peasants, with their wives and chil
dren, who. In the midst of a lovely 
country, rise early and toll late, with 
loving and tender care, watching 
over tha growth and ripening of tbe 
fruit of what is one of tbe most 
beautiful and decorative plants in 
the world. Millions of these, thrifty, 
simple people depend for their well-
being and comfort on the constant 
demand for wines, and for tbe best 
and purest, and therefore tbe moat 
expensive wines. The rich do not 
compel these people to work, na
ture compels them to work. What 
the rich do is to Influence tbe direc
tion in wblch way thjey shall work, 
and to bring within their reach all 
kinds of commodities in exchange 
for their work. 

So other things on tbe same table 
often composed of India rubber which represent the well-being, th; family 
has no attraction for tbe teredo and comfort, of shepherds in th hills, 

perhaps, of our own West, or of 
Wales or Scotland; or tbe wealth 
of fishermen on the rivers of Maine, 

perforates;<-1 along our New England coasts; 
or, again, the earnings of tbe hun-
ters alonfc tbe fringes of the sea 

Terrors to Sill, Bats. |>- arsr-es, or among the woods and 
Any one who has ever caught s j D i l l s ' or on the prairie; vigorous, 

glimpse into tbe recesses of the aver- 'dventuroua men, with a warm lovt» 

She Acquiesced. 
The wife of one of the directors 

of the line was a passenger. She 
va i i n imperious woman, accus-
$oxned to having her own way, and 
When the ship began to roll she sent 
forthwith for the captain. A stew
ard came instead- She scorned the 
•leward and demanded tho captain's 
presence Immediately- The purser 
Wall tb> ne<t sacrifice, and ftfter be, 
the third officer and the first officer 
nad all retired discomfited, with a 
flea in the tar, as the eayib* Is. the 
captain came. Sy this time the roll
ing had Increased and the ladys 
voice was beginning to Bound far 
Away. 

"I wish you to atop this rolling at 
once/' she laid to the captain. 

"Jijadam," said the captain, "a 
ship as you know, la femin'ne and If 
|He Wlats to roll I fear that I can no 
mm stop Har than I could help 
coming here when you wlsheu to see 
the." 

It was a naive bit of flattery di
rected at her weakest point and de
spite the green tinge of he:' com
plexion that foretold an immediate 
Attack of mal de mer, tbe woman 
smiled, 

"Very well, sir," she faintly mur-
mured, closing her eyes, "Let her 
toll." 

A Story from Maine. 
Last Monday morning when Joe 

Dolley'8 hired man went to tbe bairn 
he was surprised to hear the sound 
Of music in the cow stable. He 
liBtened and plain and clear came 
the notes of "Old Zip Coon." Think
ing some drunken man was there, he 
opened the door and went in, but 
saw no one. Somewhat frightened, 

the music was coming from the old 
eowV mouth. That was too much, 
and he bolted for the house, tell
ing Mrs. Dolley to come to the barn, 
as the old cow was bewitched. In
vestigation showed that the little 
boy had dropped his mouth organ in 
the stable the day before and the cow 
had tried to swallow It, but it had 
stuck in her throat and when*she 

, breathed she played "Old Zip Coon." 
—Kennebec Journal. 
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Passed Up. 
\ An Brie, woman made a batch of 

... doughnuts the other day from a new-
; tangled recipe, supposed to produce 

delicious, dainty dreams of para-
: dlse. But instead of the delicious 
f̂ isuJfra '.promised by the cook book, a 

f ,fopd*:Bla:ed batch of sinkers, was the 
»pg!te'9f the experiment. The wona-

KM%J$J£, forced herself to believe that 
e douRhnuts Were not wholly bad 
Id&iwas, considerably disappointed, 

pjlfetoeatttme, the family pass-
Ul lPIv* She had quite *. lot c*n 

'"M^,0ttld. ,««dl afford to b# 
Ith ttem, so she handed the 
" "* "'"li*jbJov paasea^hem 

¥sm 

age cloak room at a function where 
there were many men present must 
give a sisb for the days when it was 
fashionable to wear a crush bat. To 
see one of the attendants making his 
headlong; way through one of tbe 
aisles with a bundle of coats over bis 
shoulder. leaving a trail of silk bats 
knec"ced off their pegs and lying oe 
tbe floor. Is to wonder how any man 
ever gets bis own tile back and also 
throws some light on way a silk bat 
looks so badly after It Is returned to 
Hi owner from the tender "care" of 
tho clonkr0003 berserkers. Careful
ness seems to be a thing entirely un
known to one of those hobblede
hoys. 

Plying Machines, 
Prof. Carl Barus of Brown Univer

sity otters the suggestion that tbe 
deilred maximum of power, combin
ed with minimum weight In an en
gine designed to drive a flying ma
chine, might possibly be found by 
employing;, Instead of steam or gas. 
an explosive energy, utilised by a 
modification of the rooket principle. 
Tho problem, as be points out would 
be to roduce and control tbe rapid 
expenditure of energy. This be 
thinks, might be accomplished by 
the cold storage of chemical sub
stances which combine with violent 
expansive force at normal tempera
tures, but are Inert under the in
fluence of Intense cold.—Youth's 
Companion. 

Headache from Eyestxais. 
Baaing himself on his records of 

nearly 1,300 eye examinations, Dr. 
8. TV- 8. Tomti claims that 00 per 
cent of all those suffering from reflex 
or neurnlgrio headaches have ocular 
defects. Over 600 of the patients 
examined were altogether unaware of 
their defect. Ful'y half tbe cases 
were of only slight refractive errors 
or muscular unbalance, and it Is in 
these cases |n wh(ch ciliary spasm Is 
the direct factor In causing head
ache In persons whose, occupations 
call for near vision that accommoda
tive asthenopia results.—family 
Doctor. 

Whore He Stood. 
The woman was showing the ar

tist her diamond pin. 
"How much is It worthZ" he ask

ed. 
"A hundred and fifty doHars," she 

answered. "What would you do If 
you had a diamond pin that was 
*vorth a hundred dollars?" 

"There's one thing certain," be 
said. "I wouldn't have the diamond 
*ln." 

Fireless Stoves. 
Flreless stoves, or self-cookers, as 

they are variously known have been 
in use in Germany for a number 
of years. These colkers are used as 
follows: After a thorough heating 

.ar.ouiii--Aad~J«uiMl.-.th*t-| the'f»otl to beTtSWSd" or Tailed Is 
placed Inside tbe box, Sealed and 
left for a sufficient time, when It Is 
opened, and the food cooked by the 
retained heat, Is ready to serve. 

Bank of England's First Safe. 
In the Bank of England's museum 

may be seen the old oak chest which 
was the Old Lady of Threadneedle 
Street's first strong-room. It is a 
little larger than a common sea
man's chest and in this the bank 
stored its cash, notes and valuable 
papers.—Strand Magazine. 

As to Butter. 
Great Britain consumes more but

ter than any other nation. The 
average per head is IS pounds per 
year, as against eight pounds in Ger
many, four pounds In France and 
two po&undg in Russia. 

"Stung." 
The word "stung" has now come 

to mean such a variety of things in 
the vernacular fchat the busy little 
be-e, the wasp, the hornet, and their 
Ilk, have especial need to think 
twice before they act, 

Of every changing aspect of natural 
beauty, who are thus able to lead 
half wild Uvea under the fair dome 
of heaven. It U Just the putting in 
motion of a huge army of folk, scat
tered over widespread regions, car
rying out exacting tasnt, that makes 
the cost of an expensive banquet; 
and the rich mas is simply the fac
tor, determining in which of a score 
of directions a constant stream of 
resources shall flow, bring the power 
to worse and recompense for work, to 
a varied army of good people all 
over the world. 

Tho basis of tbe thing is that the 
richest man In the world cannot 
spend a penny except " by paying 
BOXEO one for something.—Harper's 
\V eekly. 

Tbe flan From a Balloon. 
At the boigh* of two miles the sun 

shines with a fierce Intensity un-

Uow the Smooth Bwmoastrator Oets 
His Victim's Coin.. 

"One of the latest schemes of ths 
counterfeit money swindlers is to 
show gaillible people a machine with 
which they can print for themselves 
large size bills, imitative of Govern
ment currency," said Capt. 8. F. 
n nodes, formerly of the secret ser
vice. "This money producing ma-

MAM1 r-AJBSlO/C PKMt POCKsTTS. 

IN 3|ost Mea Have Rtgoteea cr Mere 
Hmati Wonder They home Thlags. 

The great fundamental difference 
>etween the modern woman at*d tbe 
noderr man is this- tbat. whereas 
be raiment of the modern woman 
$as no pockets at ail. the raiment of 
-be modern man has' nothing else. 

Indeed, a man may be defined as 
tn animal with a passion for pockets. 

chine has a smooth demonstrator*, f you were asked to say off hand 
who will, after getting a prospectlv 
victim interested, turn tbe crank and 
grind out a $20 note, which. It Is 
needless to say. la genuine. The 
vicim shows the bill to a bank cash
ier, and hears it pronounced good, 
and his mercenary nature being 
aroused, be sees visions of gigantic 
wealth, and hands over to Mr. Sharp
er $500, or at least $250. for the 
Instrument that is going to make him 
a Rockefeller. It Is needless to say 
tbat the subsequent specimens turn
ed out are such miserable imitatians 
tbat they would hardly fool a blind 

bow many pockets you possess at a 
rtven moment you would be stump-
Mi. 

It would be necessary to make out 
an inventory. In the first place, 
ihere are at least five tn your over
coat- There are at least flva more 
in your lounge jacket, four in your 
waistcoat, and four in your trousers. 
Vc > have therefore, at least eigh
teen pockets. 

Now. it is absurd to say that any 
man needs eighteen pockets. Why. 
t Is almost a set of pigeon boles' 
Thpy ought to be nujmbered or let-

man, but the ignoramus is in a place i-ered. Often a man loses his Vail-
where be can't make a roar for hls!*ay ticket, and after paying excess 
los t money. 

The Swaying Skyscraper. 
Through the chance of perfect ad

justment in the way of balance, of 
a row of large photographs that 
bang on a wall o. an office building 
down town tbe clerks in the place 
lave a good deal of quiet amusement 
with persons who visit the place for 
tbe first time. Owing to this bal
ance the pictures are easily sway
ed by the wind tbat blows through 
the open windows and since the of
fice force goes in for fresh air the 
year round the pictures are never 
SUU. The Joke liej in catching the 
Lorrlfled expression on the faces of 
the eallers when they get a sight of 
the swinging frames. Then It Is al
ways explained with due solemnity. If 
tbe boss is not around that the sway
ing of tbe frames is due to the oscil
lation of the structure. It usually 
<akes some time for tbe object of the 
joke to Bee the point. Meanwhile he 
has suffered ° considerable shock.— 
N. Y. World. 

Odd South American Animals. 
Many curious anlmalt haunt the 

marshy parts of Si uth America north 
of the pampas. Frogs big and fero
cious, given to making vicious 
springs when closely approached; the 
capybara.. a cavy "contented with 
tbe bulk of a sheep"; the huge coypu 
rat and ihe swarthy piglike tapir are 
frequently seen. A'ong the forest 
margins troops of peccaries are often 
met with, occasionally tbe jaguar known below where the dust and the 

denser^ air scatter the rays_ which, j sometimes the" puraaT'likew'lso'lha't 
. . - . . , .._ ^ j j j j g ^ cm-iogity the great ant thug dlffuBed. lost their Intensity 

while Illuminating every nook- and 
corner of our houses. 

At nelghts exceeding Ave miles., 
this diffused light is mostly gone 
and the sun shines a glowing ball, 
sharply outlined In a sky of wblch 
the bluo Is so dark as io closely ap
proach blackness. At the outer lim
its of the atmosphere tke sun would 
appear a brilliant star of massive 
site among other stars; and if one 
stepped from its rays Into shadow be 
would enter Egyptian darkness. 

At the height of a mile and a half 
we found it necessary to shelter our 
faces to prevent sunbura, although 
the air around us was but little 
warmer than tbat of the previous 
night, being about 46 degrees. As 
the afternoon wore on and the bal
loon began to cool and sink, we were 
obliged to throw out much sand. 
casting It away a scoopful at a time, 
and just after sunset it was necessary 
to empty two oi three bags at once. 
—Atlantic. 

Don t TeU It 
Don't tell anybody your age. It's 

nobody's business. If yon look 
younger than you are, well and good; 
get tho benefit of it. If you look 
elder than you are nobody will be
lieve, what you say about it, ao don't 
tell them anything. Age is a sub
ject that frightens most of us, and 
only disagreeable people discuss It 
anyway. Philosophers try to com
fort us by pointing out that there are 
men and women who are born old, 
and others who are young to the end, 
and boys and girls at 70. Still, 
the girl of 70, if she has the courage 
of her years, has hitherto been 
obliged to declare herself "old." 
Light has come now, however, and 
septuagenarians need only declare 
that they are "75 years young**— 
that Is, If they feel it necessary to 
explain at all. But helween^jjvgttty 
anerTelffityrnis just as well to"keep 
off the subject altogether. There 
are lots of things to talk about that 
are more interesting and profitable 
than ages. 

On a Whaler. 
The cutting In and trying oat of the 

blubber is a prosy job, and nasty Is 
no name for it. AH hands Btrip 
down to a shirt; a pair of Overalls 
rolled up t o the knees showing a pair 
of bare shins and Bookless feet In 
large brog-ans, and in we go—grease 
from head to foot—day and night 
until the whaje is all cut safely and 
on board. If we tarried bad weather 
would no doubt deprive us of cur 
spoil-

It gives you a fnnny sensation 
at first to se t Into a deckful of blub
ber, with the slimy stuff .around your 
exposed cuticle, and oil squashing 
out of your shoes at every step. But 
I am getting used to that now., and 
1 feel Ilka a ^eteraa.—Forest and 
Stream, 

Even if it was against the law to 
kiss a gin! it would be criminal neg
ligence not to when you sot ths 
chance, ••. J . . . . . . . . 

'V 

remarkably long tonj.ued. A famil
iar object Is the groat jablru, a stork 
with a preference'for the desolate 
lagoons, where It mny often be ob
served "utatueaaue On one leg sad 
wrapped In Jflnjppectlon.—Scotsman. 

'are be finds It hidden .n one of his 
lozen and a half pockets. There are 
few of us who do not suffer from ac-
?umu!atlons of old letters, paid and 
i- npaid bills, 'bos and tram tickets, 
theatre vouchers and miscellaneous 
odds and ends. 

We change our flotsam and jetsam 
from one suit of clothes to another, 
for we are not happy without unnec
essary fragments of paper. 

As a rule, a smoker flurries sever-
il boxes of matches in his pockets, 
it li easier to put a penny in a slot at 
a railway station and extract a new 
box than to bunt through layers of 
pockets for an old one. 

1 once knew a man who carried an 
a mating assortment of us lest things 
In his pockets. He always had a 
tump ot chalk, a piece of strlnf, a 
small Ivory inch rule, a penknife, a 
pencil khd a pair of compasses. 

in his pocket book* he carried 
stamps, sticking plaster, telegraph 
•orms and pins. Another man I 
know always carries half a dozen 
illver cigar cases shaped like torpe-
joes, with one cigar i n each. 

Some men have a mania for car
rying enormous bunches of keys. 
Tbey do not use more than two of 
tnera every day but they are not 
happy unless they have a key for 
tverythlng they have ever owned. 
When ^ey lose their keys It is a 
tragedy. 

I sometimes wonder why tbe chan
cellor of the exchequer does not im-
l ose a pocket-tax. It would bring 
ii enough revenue to pay for old-
age pensions It would be much 
more profitable than the ancient 

bear. long in claw, long nosed and n»'nJow-Ux, for men could live with 

The Tree. 
Studies by Miss M. C. Stopes of the 

fossil flora of Scotland b_ve shows 
tbat t i e glnglco or maidenhair, tree, 
a native of Japan and China, which 
Is cultivated in Europe and this coun
try on account of ita remarkable fol
iage, belongs to an extremely anc
ient family, of whlc*. it is now, ap
parently, the last surviving repre-, 
sentative. At one time it seems to 
have been widely spread. A singu
lar fact Is that the fossil specimens 
of the gingko. found In the rock beds 
of the Inferior Oolite series, at Bro
ra. Scotland, are so similar to the 
living trees that at first sight no dif
ference Is apparent. Only an ex
amination of the structure of the 
cells reveals a variation.—Youth's 
Companion. 

For Pressing PUitev, Skirts. 
Plaited Skirts which have been 

washed are difficult to press. Time 
and expense may be saved by having 
tbe work done after the following 
method, which is fo. woolen skirts 
o peolally: Before the skir has be
come badly created or ru-npled run 
a basting thread, using short, even 
stftches, down the entire ength of 
each crease whior marks the folds 
of the plaits. By this means, after 
tbe skirt has been washed, the pro
per location of each le^t can read-
ilr be determined, and tbe pressing 
done suceBsfully, 

Balzac in Church Pew. 
The woman who had left a vol

ume of Bateac m the ch of rift pew 6ti 
prayer meeting night felt a little bit 
ashamed when she asked for the 
book, hut the sexton assured her she 
need not feel that way. "Many 
things are left In the church," he 
baid, "anc) some of them are a whole 
lot less respectable than Balzac. Af
ter each service the pews yield a 
strange ' grist of forgotten or dis
carded articles." 

A Clever Bear. 
A noted ethnologist observed, in 

Vienna a bear deliberately making 
with his paw, a current in some wa
ter which was close to the bars of his 
cage so as to draw a piece of float
ing bread within hia reach. These 
actions of the bear could hardly be 
attributed to instinct or inherited 
habit, as they would be of little us* 
to an animal In a state of nature. 

QuiU Toothpicks. 
The largest quill toothpick fac-

ti ry in the world is near Paris, where 
there is an annual product of 20,-
000,000 quills. The factory was 
started to make quill pens, but when 
these went out of general use It was 
converted into a toothpick mill. 

iut windows, but they cpuld not pos
sibly exist without pockets. 

A poclotless man would be mis
erable. Try to imagine yourselves 
in clothes without pocxets. The 
•maglnation' boggles at the thought 
A coat without ppckeCs- wou'd be a 
monstrosity, before whloh a man 
would recoil in terror. 

I soaped that the, tailor Is the 
first cause of pocketltis. He it is 
who forces us to jubmit to the 
plague of pockets. 1 appeal, to my 
fellow men to revolt against this sar-
torlal tyranny. Let us establish a 
pocket 'limit. Fourteen pockets 
ought to be enough for any saft» 
man.—James Douglas In M. A. P. 

Maine Man Dp on Turnips. 
The lobby of the Saco court room 

has Its usual number of story tellers. 
A venerable member of the bar told 
the foUpwIng story recently: A 
young lawyer of the village of 
Marshfleld once came to Daniel 
Webster and asked him what he had 
better study to build himself up In 
pis profession. "Turnip seed," was 
the laconic reply. The disciple of 
Plackstone followed hia advice. He 
studied up everything that bore upon 
tbe subject of turnips, until he be
came a master of the principles of 
thai vegetable. A year or two af
terward a neighboring farmer origi
nated a new turnip, from the sale 
of whose seed be expected to make a 
fortune. Another neighbor began 
to raise and sell tbe same seed and 
a lawsuit resulted. The originator 
of the seed came to retain Webster 
to prosecute the case. Webster re
plied: "I am-not as well booked up
on turnips as I ought to be, but there 
Is a young fellow over at the village 
who knows all about them. Go and 
get hlnx He will win your case." 
.••no farmer posted- off altitd engaged 
bim. When the trial came off the 
lawyer, astonished tbe judge, jury, 
and audience, by his profound learn
ing on the subject of turnips. The 
cose was triumphantly won, and the 
young lawyer started on the road to 
fame and .fortune.—Lewiston (Me.) 
Journal-

Thumb Bells. 
The thimble was originally called 

a thumb bell by tbe English, be
cause worn on the thumb, then a 
ihumble, and finally i ts present 
name. It was a Dutch Invention, 
and was first glass and pearL In 
China beautiful carved per.rl thim
bles are seen, brought to England in 
1695. , 

Thimbles were formerly made out 
ot iron and brass, hut i n compara
tively late years, they have been 
made of gold, silver, steel, horn, 
ivory, and even glass and pearl thim
bles are seen, bound with gold and 
with the end of gold. 

The first thimble .Introduced into 
Siam was a bridal gift from the king 
tc the Queen; it is shaped liked a 
lotus bud, made of gold and thickly 
studded with diamonds arranged to 
apetl tha Qw&ftfr name- „ .,,-•'.* -

vvmKuum wsunwurik* 
Ccyloa the Oaly Fart of the World 

Where TJsey Exist. 

What a sight for a Ceylon elephant 
httater wd'Bld he the first view of a 
herd of African elephants—all tus
kers! It is a singular thing that 
Ceylon Is the only part of the world 
where the male elephants have nc 
tusks; they hare miserable little 
grubbers projecting two or three 
Inches from the upper Jaw and in
clining downward. 

Nothing produces either ivory or 
horn in fine specimens througout 
Ceylon. Although some of the buf
faloes have tolerably fine heads, they 
will not bear a comparison with 
those of other countries. Tbe horns 
of the native cattle are not above 
four Inches pa length. 

The elk and tbe spotted deers ant
lers are small compared with deer 
of their atae in India. This is more 
singular, as it is evident from the 
geological formaton that at some re
mote period Ceylon was not an Is
land, but formed a portion of tbe 
main land. It is thought there must 
be elements wanting In the Ceylon 
jasturage for the formation of 
ivory.—Ceylon Manual. 

Smokeless Coal. 
A London inventor claims to have 

discovered a process for producing 
-rmokeless coal, apparently by distil
lation of coal at a low temperature. 
This, after distillation, is said to de
posit a very brilliant substance, the 
beating properties of which are far 
greater than those, of the origins! 
coal, and which is absolutely free 
from smoke and dirt. The Inventor 
contends that efforts to overcome the 
smoke plague have hitherto been un
successful because they have been 
made In the wrong direction, and 
that by the extraction of the smoke-
producing material in coal be fere be
ing burned, he baa been successful 
in producing a smokeless coal. 

Electrocuting Aa'ssala. 
Tbe slaughter of animals for food 

by electrocution la being experiment
ed by Dr. Ledoc, a French scientist, 
who has been conducting his investi
gations in the French abbattoirs. He 
has been using the Intermittent low 
tension currents and says that ha is 
satisfies, that the system is painless. 
t i e central functions of perception 
being first destroyed and then those 
of circulation and respiration, so 
*>.at there is neither suffering nor re
action U- the animals thus killea. The 
doctor 1B endeavoring to devise some 
piece of apparatus by which the kill
ing of cattle may be accomplished by 
electricity with economy and celerity. 

The Shy Man. 
Women show no mercy to the shy 

man. for he stands outsido of the 
compass of convention. Could he 
break out all might be saved; the 
nan might be permanently cured. 
But he cannot. He has been brought 
up to respect convention. His mus
cles may be of steel, his heart of fire, 
but in his -ioul the spirit of diffidence 
holds him in a vice. In a drawing 
room he stands gaping, quaking, a 
pTey to Introspective torment—he 
who would perhaps storm t ram-

Eart with a triumphant smile on his 
pa.—London Observer. 

o Hanging Pictures Dangerous. 
"Railroad casualties receive such 

wide publicity," said an insurance 
man, "that there Ii a common belief 
en the part of tbe public that one is 
more liable to accidents while travel
ling than when living the simple life 
in the confines of ills home. "As a 
matter of cold fact, statistics show 
that accident Insurance companies 
pay more money to people who get 
hurt hanging pictures or taking 
stoves apart than they do to the vic
tims of head-on-, collisions. It 
sounds strange, but it's the truth." 
—Kansas City Journal. 

Three Men to Move Book. 
There lies In the British Museum 

the largest book yet printed, a co
lossal atlas of engraved ancient 
Dutch maps. It takes three men to 
move it from tbe giant book case 
in which it is stored In the library of 
tbe museum. It is bound in leather, 
magnificently decorated, and Is fas
tened with clasps of solid silver, 
richly gilt. It is nearly seven feet 
high and weighs 800 pounds and was 
presented to King Charles II. before 
be left Holland In the year 1660. 

Valuable East African Forest. 
The Colonial Office recently sent 

out an expert to report on the Ken-
la forest, in the East Africa protec
torate. He finds the forest extends 
S.87 miles long by eight miles broad, 
and comprises 1,000,000 acres of 
timber. Taking the average value 
of the 2 ^ d . per cubic foot, this 
Works out to £23 per acre, or a total 
value for the whole forest of £23,-
000,000.—London Tit-Bits. 

Dead Historians. 
I for my part believe in the dead 

historians. I glory in the posses
sion of some hundreds of volumes by 
them. A great deal of cant is talk
ed and written on this subject. There 
is an idea in some minds that a book 
on history to be good must be new. 
In nine cases out of ten the new book 
is a common-place re-statement of 
facts that were better presented by 
an older writer.—The Sphere. 

A Man and a Woman. 
A man's idea of being stylishly 

dressed is to wear something in 
which he looks atrociously bad; a 
woman's to wear something no other 
woman can. duplicate. 
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