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P anind

- Preastplates, and Leaden Weights
He Descends to the Bottom of the

Sea—Spends From Six to Eight
Hours There,

The Servilia pearl given by Julius
£agaar to Brutus” mother was said to
haye been worth $176,000, says L.on-
don Tit-Bits. For a pearl an inch
im diameter a Persian shah of the
seventeenth centmry is sald to have
paid $320,000. ‘The pearl market is
somewhat lower powadays, but prices
sre still high enough to make diving
profitable.

The ers of naked divers exposed
to peril from sharks has passed
away. Modern progress equips the
pearler with a suit of india rubber,
copper breastplate, with leaden
waeights back and front; helmet, glass
panelled and with telephonic attuch-
ments; air plpes, life lines and a
submarine. gearchxlight. . Thus equip-

v
«
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. #% peeling potatoes for dinner, and

- womfort one hundred fathoms down.

. allow the diver withh his heavy dress

" . gall Be has It hauled up so that he

ped the pearl diver may spend six or
sixht hours at the bottom of the sea,
whereas in olden times £hree minutes
made & record,

. Although pearls are found in near-
1y all mollusks arad even in univalves
like the Austrelian hatiotis, a kind
of barnacle, truo pearls are produced
only by the pesrl oyster or mother
of pearl shell. The Iatter is yreally
the diver's broa® and butter. The
shells are us big as dinner plates and
weigh two poum«s when cleaned
They fetch trom $5600 to $760 a ton.

The anclent fisherics were chiefly
in the Indian Ocomn and Persian Gulf
but nowadays the best pearls come
from Ceylon and from Australian
waters, especlally Torres Straits
Pear! fishing in Ceylon 18 a govern-
ment monopoly. 1o March the fieet
atarts for the pearling grounds, each
vossel with twenty or thirty divers
and thelr assistants, Bat the head-
quarters of pearlimg are to be found
i the desolste country extending
from Exmouth ¢ui! to Xing Sound.
ja ‘Western Australia,

A glistening white coast Itne is
ilii, whosa monotony I8 broken only
h mango {ringed salt water croeks
and worching deerts of spinifex and
sand, - “1dong before inlamd gold was
il‘nméd of rTovimg batives fished
these sexs for poarls, and they patd
my visits t0 Roebuek Bay and
whnt s now the pearl town of
Broome,

Chinezse and M=lays s well as
tribes of native black fellows ara
there to-day, but the old nude dlv-
wurs, the relgn of terror and piracy
when & large haul was made—these
and’ similar conditions have passed
away, giving place to fleets and lug-
gors carrying modern diving outfits
Aand -representatives of the {nevitable
capitalist in the porson of the master
pearleis. Here mre six bhundred
miles of coast lins, with perhaps five
thonsand hardy adventurers engag-
od in the pearl trmde.

Ther¢ are gome thousands of Jap-
anese, Manilamen, Malays and men
#f other races acting chiefly as crews
for the veegels. The wessels are
schooner rigged ard from geven to
foynteen tons burden. Esach carries
& master diver an® & crew of four,
she qt ‘whom is the diver°s assistant
and works the alr pumps. Another
hblds the iife line amd pays aitentlon
10 signals; another is catching fish

#t may be a third has gone off In the
dingey for freah water and fire-wood

The shells are Tound on ledges
sbout ninety feet down kn the sea,
but they are far more plentiful at
groater depth. Foxtune awalts the
inventor of a diving apparatus which
will enable the pearler to work :n

The Jugger has a low {freesboard to
and gear to be casily hauled Hn
board. He carries a net holding the
ahells with him, amd when this is

hmself may run no risk of entang-
_Hung lfe Mne or sir pipe. .

‘ { " THE SOLDICR BUSINESS,

T1a Moders Army Should be Organize [ 8 ﬂﬂN

ed 8o As FTo Ateract Good Man,

In the old days of cchivalry the
‘|goldier did not recelve direct puiy in
the exact sense that he does to-day.
Lut for his service; rewards were
due, and necessarily so, (0 preserve
in him proper subordiration. His
keep and his weapols were furnish-
ed bim by his "overlord.” and with
them food and ralinent, and eertain
privileges pertaining to his art, now
known and included in the modern
term ‘'loot.”

The rule has passed do win the ages
that a flghting man must needs fight
for something more substantial than
principle, and more satisfylng than
patriotism, so that even in the Rev-
olution, the obsture pages of hiswry,
i found this moumentvus qQuestion of
pay, and right troubling as it was at!
that time,

In the War of 15 1!, a better regu-
lation had come into effect and the!
allowances for ratiton and clothing,
and pay were saneyr and more sulla-
fying, as lndeed was true in the,
later war with Meuxico. and in the:
great Rebellion of a6y The side’
won which had the money behindit,
the armies which wesre fed and cloth-

ed and pald, were matutiined at
effective strength Quring the terrt-
ble later days' struggles, while the

less fortunate oppomnents found their
Pighting strength dwindling away,
true perhaps, owing to p bhysical »x-
haustion, but nevertheless equa'ly
true, indeed, owing W an uncerwln

soldiers;
was pay.
Parallel with this question arises.

a trade 1n exactly the sume sonse that
carpentry, masonry or mechan'cs:
are a source of livellhvod, and to.
meaintain an effective, disciplined ar-
my, the renumeration musst be com-
petitive with the price paid In civlllun
life. So in the War of the Rebelilon,.
after the supply of volunteer enlist-.
ments had been practically exhaust-
ed, the authorities did mot appe.l
to the partiotism of the mation, but
to the pockets, in the shape of =
bounty, and this cesrtuinly did meet’
the situation for the (me boing,

The days of golng to church with
a rifle over the shoulder have been
forgotten, the menace of tho Indlan
of the West has passed, there is unl
versal security practiclly from one
end of the country to the other, und
the soldier's weapon, ouce 50 necess-
ary for self-preservation, s used -
ly a8 a diversion in tho few remun-
ing game centers, annd In thoe targe!
galleries.

With this has passel the fellow
feoling for the man who mmust [ace
physical annihilation at the call of
a principle and the order of his su
perior. So that the frst question
asked by a prospective recrult is the
momentous Question o©f pay., angd his
first mental action I8 1 comparison
between the soldier pay and that of
his former occupation The attrac-
tive recruiting posters do mnot state
much about the actusl sivaniages o’
a soldier's life from a jutriotle polnl‘
of view; they dwell uwpon the pay
and the allowances, and somaewvhat of
coursg upon the change of life 'n-
volved.

Bo the great fallacy that each andl
every American js a soldler by In-
stinct and race if a riflo {8 but plac-
ed in bhis hand, is pathetically appar-
ent to-day. This was lideed true ‘o
a certaln extent when the elge of
the forest might hardor the savage
Indian, but that has long passed, aud
the performances of our citizen 3ol
diery, such as. at Bladensburg and
at Queenstown, and later in the earl.
ler days of the Clvil War, does not
reflect any great amount of credit
on America,

A modern army to-day must be
organized upon & business basls Jf il
must compete for mem with the 'n-
dustrial world; the soldler must re
colve adeguate pay a&nd aldowances
to be contented, disciplined and efl-
cient, s0 that the present scale of
pay, existing since 1 870, ®oth for
officers and enlisted wmen, is totally
inadequate to warrant making the
army a career for the best men of
the nation, and the A merican Army
should be of the best thocountry ~an
furnish,—From Army and Navy Life

A.lmost. Human Inu\lligence.

T —_t

supply of the essen til elements for:

1 .
and not theleust of “pse»metbod has been devised apnd used

by l.eon J. Cole, of the Museum of!

the tact that a soldters profession is:

‘\,

m mmuo IOWAIA.

Precisely As Humans Do.

Large
‘gw‘

Number of Secparate km

Those who have glven no particu-
lar attention to the subject are apt
to assume that all lving betngs that
have organs called “eyes' see pre-
Iclsely a8 we do, and are able, as we
. are,

tase.
resemble the eyes of a person o al-

ll([

Not All Living Beings See

to form images of obrjects in
ythelr fleld of vision. This s not the watched him swim downward into,

The eyes of some creatures

memarestos i

'MAN-EATERS OF THE DEEP

and Hated by Seamen,

Imagine a whole schoot of 4,000
pound monsters awimming at rafl-
road speed.
ermed with 12 rows of triangular
teeth that spring erect like smake

SOME ARE ALMOST BUND fangs when prey is struck £n a light-

ning dart! Such, says the New York

Others Can Tell the Directton of a/ETess, are the voracious and dreaded
Source of Light Bat Nothxing Else
~—8till Others Capable of Forming\every seaman afloat.

oeean tigers, the largest of the masn-
eating sharks, feared and hated by

Last year the British crulser BEu-
rydice was at anchor off Santa Lucla
im the West Indles, and a party of
marines were disporting themselves
fra the sea around the great armored
walls. The water was most inviting

Pell was giving an exhibition of fancy
diving to his mates.
& full minute under waler.
transiucent depth, and glance along
the mighty steel hull

| most total biindnss, {n that tkr»ey form fathoms bLelow, feellng the velvety.

‘ne images, but merely distinguish be-
Others
.can tell the direction of a source of!
and others

so-called compound or
vyes, appear to be capable,
of sep-

,darate small Images whose uses are .
The tunctions of or“-'l % He-had feft the weedy hull/!idea was to relleve the peasants and .

however, and was swimming nway.humble laborers who unquestionably has its stories about the man In the

,tween light and darkness.

light but npothing else,
stlll, the
“mosalc’
of forming a large number

‘st doobtfat.

guns for the perception of light in'

various creatures have generally!'

been studied by observation of Sudd‘enl) he paused, about to
the optical properties of these.“se' Something vague and big took:
organs. A uew and Interesting shape—a shadow or blur

'Comparative Zoology at Harvard,
'who has tried to make the

t.alu conditions.

,  "Mr. Cole devised an arrangement:
of [Tumin 2~
,tion were 80 placed as to cuuse one:

by which two sources

lor other to {lluminate the eyes. Su

~pose an animal positive in Its reac-
tions to directive light is so placed
'ng to be mdway between two lumin '*VBY in a perfect cyclone of mud and clded to close up the short-lived
.ous areas of the same shape, st ze, nnd
L’;?'ﬁ:g zﬁzuo‘i:Zragﬁ“tsh:nl:rb:e 'rli;;:;‘;h old as he knew he would a littie flot- brokers and usurers at once resum-d
Jila of the fateful triangular fins. He business and were more extortionate, Pe%20 10 trudge homeward with his
from the than ever, the game belng now .3.,_lburdeu

On his way he met a handsome man
walking toward 2
The stranger stopped and

j

iside,
abead wihtout turning, or In might
turn at random toward one
more than the other, and as the
anlmal {8 positively phototropic 1t
would continue to craul towarxrd this
light.
movements in one direction
great as in the other, iu a large num
ber of trials we should ind the num-
ber of times that the animal would
g0 toward each light would be prac
tically equal.”

It the total amount of light should
remain the same on cach slde, but
ope luminous area should be enlarg-:
€d to one hundred times its original:
size, the animal would still be in-
different if it had cells sensory to
light
There befing no apparatus foxr con
centrating the light, the amount re

eithor side would be equal to that

recelved by any other. In an animali

+having eyes that form a good image

the case Is different. Says the writer:
The small light would form on
the retina an image having a very
small area, but the light woul@ have
congiderable intensity. On the ret-
ina of the other eyq there would be
an image covering a larger area. but
each area would recelve a (very
small) light intensity. In all pro-
babllity we should expect am ani-
raal to react more strongly to that
stimulus which fell upon thoe larger
number of visual elements, that an
animal normally positive attracted.
With the earthworm the Intensity
of the light is the controlling factor
in {ts movements, since it hms no
eyes, but only a skin sensitive to
lght. The largest of the land plan-
arians has small direction eyes. It
turned away f{rom the larger lumin-
ous area more often tham from the
smaller. The larva of the meal-
worm has two or three ocelli on
each side of the head, but no lenses.
It treats alike lights of differernt
areas, the responses showing that
ability to form distinctive images is
lacking. The sow-bug has a group

of about thirty ocelu on the.slde of

DLAW uv U

twenty fathoms he moves easily, not-
:w}tlmtanding his {orty-pound boots,

B ﬁ.»ﬁlvthrnutterinn, farndike plants,

on e pearler works at, say

d groves of corll trees, interlac-

good adny’s work In anything
tham two hondred pairs of
The bosiness Is absolutely
tive. Oue d%ver may gather

iin & few seod pesrls, while an-
‘muyviaka atbr"anh out in a

Somethlng new and interesting
about ants was recently learned by a
florist. For a week or so he had
been bothered by ants that got tm'to
boxes of seeds, whichh rested on a
shelf.

To get rid of the ants he put into
execution an old plan, which was to
place a meaty bone closs by, which
the ants soon covered, deser®ing the
boxes of seeds. -

As soon as the bone vecamxe thick-
ly inhabited by the 1little creepers
the florist tossed it imto a tub of
water. The ants having beem wash-
ed off, the bone was again put fin
use as a trap.

The florist bethought himself that
he would save trouble by placing the
bone in the center of a sheet of fiy-
paper, believing that the ants would
got caught on the sticky fy-paper
while trying to reach the food. But
the florist was surprised to find that
the ants, upon’discovering the nature
of the paper trap, formael a working
{ forceé and built a path on the paper
| clear to the bone: «

The material for the work was
sand, secured from g little pile near.

iby. For hours the ants worked

and when the path was cexnpléted

hey made thelr way over ite.dry aur.
An couples, as in . mtch,, to th
s QWN&wm . P

less definite than those o! the meal-
worm, tho its eyes form images het-
ter. The cockroach has a well-Gevel-
orcd compound eyes, and is k=enly
sensitive to differences of light and
shade, but Mr. Cole does not think
that the eyes form better images than
those already mentioned. The
mourning-cloak butterfly creeps and
flies toward a source of light, and
can discriminate between lights of
different area but equal interasity.
The cricket frog distinguishes be-
tween luminouk areas of different
sizes but equal intensity, Whens the
optic nerve ia cut, it still moves co-
ward the light, tho without naking
this distinction, 80 that light mmust
be perceived by the skin as well as
by the eyes. To quote further:
“Mr. Cole concludes: ‘A guery
which Romanes found.among Dar-
win’s manuscript notes shows oaxeful
observation and puts the questiors (of
light-attraction of insecis) -very
clearly. It is as follows: “Query,
Why do moths and certain gnaats
fiy into candles, and why arg they
rot all on their way to the moon—
st least when the moon I8 on th:
horizon? I formerly observed “that
they fly very much less at cmdlee
on a moonlight night, Let s cland
pass over, mid they a.fo dx&in at
tractoa ‘!'.o tﬁe cqnm ‘

Foon .-

ingects
+and reptiles answer questions about.
thelr own visual abilities, by means,
of thelr behavior in the face of cer-;

simultunequsly stimulated om each'
the animal might go stmlgbtl

But as the chance of random
is as:

distributed all over its skin .

celved at any point of the skin onl

moss and weed as he went,

'lorsals threw the helpless xnen into,
4 panle.

of the vessel.

seconds. Henry Pell was still be-

from her under water.

agalinst the lovely blue.

imighty dubn-colored form,
swift in movement,
mapidly  with the peculiar
tlateral swing to its great tall that'
‘the man seemed to meet the awful

Then

‘mest have touched the sharp, up-
standing dorsal fin.
Pell knew he was
peril.
ishot up, and as he did the terrified
|monster —sharks are

in frightful

sand.
Ouce on the surface the man pe-'

vas perhaps 300 yards
creiser and saw a boat being lower-

Mghtled Slowly and with much deliber-’
-ale splashing he began his feturm.iobpression indeed became so grest Church.

©cean Tigers That Are Both Feared

And with wvast jaws| . .

for a swim, and Petty Officer Henry!

Lending Money Upon Property,
As Old As Society.

PIUS 1. OPENED THE FIRST

The Mont de Piete & Great Success in
Paris-—It's Run in the Interest of
the Poor Under Direct Goverm-
ment Control, and Is a Boon to
Humble Folk.

Lending money upon property

human soclety itsell.

juntil Middle Ages that authority

His record was,6tepped in to prevent abuses in this
They cobnection and protect the masses'!s the fanciful idea that the lunar

of the people from usurers.

In the midd) of thc Afteenth cen-|bul representztions of humarx beings
nexarly siy tury there was between the church|8Bd different kinds of animals. The

and the monarchs a third power.

’whlch although it worked In secret,
“Sharks'" the word struck terror; nevertheless dictated terms to the Woman,
the mere sight of racing, knifelike, broudest nobles. This power was the'bare, toad, cat, dog. fox and llon.

purse of the Jew,

But they were soon out of; . In 1464 Pius II. opened the first Outlines on the surface of the moon
barm's way, swarming up the sides!State Pawnshop In

beautiful old

This took but a few Perugla—that ancient cradle of areithe telescope in 1608 when

on the qulet Umbrian Hills, I‘he

often passed their lives in utter ser—
vitude to the money-lenders
The necessary capital was obtain

at ﬁrg[‘ed by pious appeals to the rich aind , 28Fee that the man in the moon was

a.boble, and in a few years bramches ©xlled for some crime, but they differ
tiger- Were founded in every city in Italy. 25 !0 the nature of the offence. Caln,
maneuwvered so. For generations thereafter these cg-'Judas, Iscarlot and otbker criminabts
slde or'tablishments were under church cop- Mentioned in

trol, but gradually they became a
part of the public service.

The system took three centurios
to cross the Alps into France. It was
in 1778 that M Necker, the lamous
minister of Louls XVI. caused the

With sudden resolution he first lantern of the Mont de Piete to W8S found gathering faggots on the

be hung out in Parls. Twelve years

notoriously,later, however, the revolution Broke !ransferred to the moon to bear his
itimid-—swung its huge tail and swept Out and the constituent assembly je- Durden until the end of time.

Institution.

Naturally enough the old pawn-

tirely in thelr hands under pecullar-
ly advantageous conditions. T helir

Now and then he would pause tolook'an evil that the provisional govern
behind, and saw always the loom-iment had sense enough (o restore tho.

.lng shadow of the gignt that had'
located him first. A most leroclous
lcré‘ature Now and then it would]
'aprin; level with him, but at a re-
spectful

Iapparenuy effortless bound-—rolling|
{its hideous white belly and to bring!
ithe little gray eyes to bear upon its’
!lmng prey. Pell was f{ast losing hia!
.solf—control

ing boat. The immense shark, now,

row famous Mont de Plete, as

FOLKLORR EXGRRDING MOOX. -
No Object im the Hemvens Haa ¥u-

splred the ¥ancy of Mank#nd So.

No object in the heavens has in-
spired the fancies apd immglmauon
0! maiakind so much as the moon. N

The sunlight shows things as
they are, but the moon spreaelsa halo
over the most unsightly objects,
makes a fairyland out of fexmce car- ’
pers and covers the whole landscape
with glittering silver. The moeon
plays an important part in the folk- 3
lore of almost every nation,

The blithe outlines on its surface
bave represennted both men =ad ani-
mals. The moon has had its wor-
shippers, and always there have been
popular notions about £ts importance

great and small Is probably as old as!in husbandry
But it was not/human destinies

An interesting relic of the prime-
val superstitions of the Aryan race

and its

influence on

spots are not meaningless outlings

imagination of moor gazers hus led
,them to see a man in the mcon, a
and such animals as the

! No one knew for certaln what the

[really meant until the inverxtion ot
it was
learned that they a:« mountming, . _

Almost every nativn in the world

moon, who he is and how he hap-
:pened to be there.
Many of the

different 2egends

the Bible have beer
consigned to the moon by popular
fancy.
A story of the man in the moon
that originated among the Germans
is the one that has becomes the most
popular. Accordlng to this the man S,
Babbath, and for

this crime was

Ages ago an old mam went into
the woods one Sunday to hew sticks.
He cut a large bundle of faggots,
‘threw them across Lis shoulder and

"in Sunday suit,

. asked the faggot-bearer:
Do your know that this is Sunday

the, on earth when all must rest from

State Pawnbroking Department at' their labors?”

IFrance is called. -
This vast national concern is run'

distance on one g!do—m‘ln the interests of the poor under dl-:

rect control of the government. Itis
8 kind of state bank, receiving de-
posits from the people on which lt’
now pays about four per cent.

he was tiring and cry-|terest, and it lends money at nlne heaven;
‘lng out to the men in the approach-|per cent.

No private person is allowed to;

{bolder, more determined, wes lnb.-‘lend money on goods in Paris or In!

'lng right around him with incredible!
ispoed, churning the blue sea at the,

isurface and narrowing the circles atlshall see with machine-like preciston,! into the moon,

ench revolution. A terrible situa -1
,tion for & helpless man. |

Onco-—twice - thrice {t flashed its
ivnat jaws, only to dart back as Pell,

'spln.shed with the fury of despera- every quarter of the great city otlth" moon with a companion.

i tion. But the boat was alongside. A,

:mor while others attacked the mon- ]
ister with boathooks and bayomets.

But it was not to be denied. Even‘
as Pell was In the very act of belng:
hauled over the side the creature
mide one last plunge througl the
wiater, dyed with i{ts own blood, and
snipped off the man’s left leg above
the knee. Not all the efforts of the
surgeons of the Eurydice could save
hip. Pell dled next dsay.

Thess horrible creatures attain
an enormous size—up to 10 feet, or
as8 large as some whales. I have
seen A specimen taken off the Great
Barrier Reef 36 feet long. It had
eaten a horse thrown overboard from
the Port Moresby steamship; and
its serried rows of fangs were the
most dreadful sight I have ever be-
held. Some of them were nearly 2
inches long and 2% wide.

The New Country Schoolhomse.

“T"he old country schoolbouse of
not so long ago will soon be a relic
ot the past,” said James Tighe of
ANGTE Pa, Kﬂﬁougﬁ"é‘ﬁ%‘g&'ﬁfe]—
ing through 'the country sees many
of these old-fashioned structures, he
does mot realize that they are rapidly
being deserted, and that a consoli-
dated schoolhouse will be met witk
farther up the road. Thete new
bulldings are graded, and many have
several high school courses, so that
one teacher now teaches only one
class, whereas in the old days the
pedagogue taught everything from
the alphabet to Latin. Of course,
the consolidated schoolhouse is not
s0 convenient to all the children, as
they have to go a greater distance,
but all of them ride to school now-
adsys. The congolidated school is
much cheaper to the community, and
what the farmer saves in tares he
puts In sleighs and wagons, so that
hig chiliren may ride. Puplls can
also remain at their home schools
much -longer than they forinerly could
and this is also a great saving. We
may expect great results from this
change, for the farmers with their
poor schools have turned out some
wonderful men, and they shoukd do
even better under the new condi-
tions,””—Washington Post.

Of all the boy workers in Lomdon
newthoys axe the healthlest, barbers’
boys the most unhealthy—a triyutc
io ths nMr utv 4

e b

.dozen eager hands seized the awlm—]throughout the provincial

any other part of France. This ls'
a state monopoly conducted as wa:

with pno unseemly haggling. no#
hurry, no discourtesy and no uo-
kindness. The Mont de Piete n-
deed with {ts auxillary offices tn;

Parts and "succursales’' or branches!

citles s/
beyond doubt a very real boon to
tmillions of humble folk. It wvill
take into safe-keeplng and storage
the stove of the street chustnat-
seller at the approach of spring;
and takes charge of the '‘fountain”
of the iced drink peddler when chilly
October warns him his trade is at an
end. It will lend the out-of-work
laborer sixty cents on his tools that
he may go here and there in seaxch
of employment.

The headquarters ot the institution
are in the Rue des Blanc-Manteaux,
and there are two great branches or
succursales, one in the Rue Rogquet-
te, and the other in the Rue de Bon-
aparte. The latter I8 the more im-
portant and is somewhat incongru-
ously placed near that moble institu-
tion the Ecole des Beaux Arts. Ome
enters through a passage leading in-
to an open court surrounded on all
sides by the various buildings of che
Mont de Piete. On the left, as you
enter, is the department of ‘“‘Degage-

Qunday on earth or Monday in

Hea . it's all one to me,” la ughed
the wood—cutter

“Then bear your bundle forever'"
answered the stranger. ‘''‘Slnce yon
value not Sunday on earth,
shall be a perpetual noon-day n

you shall stand through

' eternity In the moon a warning to
lall Sabbath-breakers.’

Thereupon the mysterious person
vanished and the poor old mamn was
caught up with his load of faggots
where he stands to
this day.

On the theory that it is not good
that man should be alone. a creative
imagination has supplied the man in

myths about the woman in the moon
are confined mostly to North Amer-
ica. The Eskimo Indlans have a
tradition about the formsation of the
sun and moon.

Squirrels in Central Park.

Never before have there been so
many squirrels in Central Park as
at present. At 4 conservative esti-
mate there are over 5,000 of the lit-
tle animals within the confines of
the Park, and how many more have
broken bounds and made temporary
homes in the gardens of the Fifth
Avenue mansions {8 a matter of con-
jecture, But certainly their num-
ber is legion. Squirrels muktiply
rapidly, two litters of little ones be-
fng added every year, accordimg to
Head Keeper Snyder. The question
fs how to provide for their hungry
little mouths.

No one would suggest for one mo-
ment that New York's MHittle pets
should be Kkilled off, but something
will have to be done before long to
thin them out, and the ounly thing
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ments,” where the prosperous re-ito do, 8o say _their, lovexs in_ the v e S s
des Nest Gomes €HelPark, 1816 "cateh a number of them g
hall of "Engagements," where arti- and introduce them into the other -
cles are received and beyond that the/parks of the city. %
immense auction room where unre- They never go hungry. In tha o
deemed pledges are sold. Summer visitors to the Park Xkeep —— - b
it is curious to dbserve that al-|them so fat that they find a dificulty Py
though crowds are present in the|ln climbing trees, and being wery i h
various departments, pledging, re-/provident, the peanuts which they sl
deeming or buying ai acction, theveitan't eal they bury for the Winter. i
is no noise or excitement and cer-/Qf course, when an exceptional fal} 8
tainly no confusion. It is an anxipusjof snow makes the ground too bard tr
crowd but a sllent one which passesifor tham to dig, then the keepers in i
about the counters of the recelving/the Park go about and distribute a
depaftment. Here is an artisan out|bushels of peanuts among them. .
of work, a dry goods clerk, an ete-| Recently the spectacle of squirrels W
gantly dressed lady “pawning” her{running about on Third Avenue has a
sables instead of putting them inte/been seen, and all the gardens of the at
cold storage for the summer. Thennmerous well-to-do familfes in the 1
whole transaction 18 looked upon|streets leading off Fifth Ave. between
as most matter-of-fact. Parcels|Sixtieth Street and Bighty fifth 8
handed across the counter are taken|Street, wherein there are trees, have a
to an lnner room to be valued byjthelr Iittle Summer visitors, With .8t
the appraiser wha never s¢ much aithe approach of Winter the squirzels ol
sees the applicant. The first parceljreturn to the Park. o
is perhaps a christening set of silver| Has any one ever seen a squirrel B
cup, fork and spoon. The valueriln the Park that died a natart b
turns to his lttle welghing machine,|death? Keeper Snyder confessed m
weighs the silver, tests it and ils-jyesterday that he had not, and 'so
passionately calls out “T'wenty-five.”’[did the other keepers. Of course at
A malacca cane follows with a topjonce in a while one is found that ul
alleged to be gold. It is rubbed onjhas besn run over by an automobile ol
a test stome, flicked with acid andjor carriage, and sometimes a boy ¥
promptly denounced as an imposter succeeds in killing ome with a slimg- W
Diamond rings and brooches gojshot, but a dead squirrel seems al- sl

through most searching examina-jmost as much of &

t:gu, 'rm. u ‘no tentlmnt.

rarlety af a dead
monkar.
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