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ministration. Many of these wam}
en have passed away, some of thew):
are still with us; but the gracetul] ..
repartee, the arrow pointed  shaits| }

[ of wit in which they were prominenti.
as contrasted with the hurry andf
'slang of twentieth century life, coms|
pels the echo of Villon's lament] §
“Where are the wits of yesterday?"}
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The storles told of them are oft
quoted, but occasionally in garbled;
form, and frequently attributed te
the wrong persons. Foramost among} |

riet Lane Johnston; the gracious and] ]
beautiful Mrs. George H. Pendleton,
a daughter of Francis Scott Kay;
Miss Bayard; Mra. James B. Ricketts,
whose  irrepressible humor drew| jiES
round her the cléverest'minds of the; |

day; Mrs, James G. Blainu; and Mad-
am de Struve, the learnad and witty} ]
'wife of the then mintster of Russia.’
One of the most graceful anecdotes|’
of Mrs. Harrlet Lane Johnston s
told of her when a8 a young woman,| |

uncle. James Buchanahn, then Unitedf
States minister to the Court of S8t
James. An English nobleman who
was vary loverlike in his attentions
to Miss Lane was seated next her gt
dinner at the house of Lord Blank.
Miss Lane was noted for her beautl.
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his eyes upon them, the Englishman|™
softly quoted Gray's iine, '
that the rod of Empire might have ‘
swayed,” and,’ leaniig back In his g’:;‘:: 1-?:;3@
chair, complacent in the knowledge :
that he had pald a graceful compli.|image of the: od Fa; Who & teally &
ment, was somowhat disconcerted)Jolly 1okity old chikp, o even in the
wiien the fair American sndlingly re- tortuo sharacter axpresslve of the
plied: - |xod's name, he eow:. :anot.hor sxprow-
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When Oscar Wilde vluxted this*

guest of the Becretary ‘of Suto, Mr. with iha :ymhomm, , e
Blaing, Mra. Pendleton gave a ilnnericelain’ ness the exblem of good,
fn his honor. Seated at her rightjernrient and. length, of dayw.
hand, Wilde was most entertaining,

giving impressions of the Unlted(yass In the collestion is° clisad pi
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States in his own peculiar veln.|reminine, and, ptagils 1
Having llstoned most courteously tofsyin » the
these, Mrs. Pendleton turned to her|ne ngture,’
guest and sald:

“Mr. Wilde, you have not yet told
us, as most Englishmen are protte to
do, what you miss most in Amerlcat"

“Your lack of ruins and ocurfosi-

‘and every -ovai

the “vang,” ‘active," Jight, henvinly
eloments, the two

amug th

it ‘comblnstion| -
representing ‘4 cmtive or ultlmnh‘

tles,”” answered Wilde rather curtly.

A. L. LehnkeriNa
Makes the finest PHOTOGRAPHS at the most reasonable]rates

224 State Street
Over White Kitchen

Mrs. Pendleton smiled, paused a

principle, - . N

second, and repled, “Time will give
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as our ruins, Mr. Wilde; and as for
our curiosities, we Imipurt them.!
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the table, in which no one joinedjtury.
more heartily toan Wilde.
The Russian Embassy when dejof the Verney
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fStruve was Minister, was exceedingly] . m m;g, wh
popular. The Ambassador himsell]way in m‘m,, -
was delightfully genial; ro were hisipant him'a m“““i
secretaries, and his wife was highly|quire in Paris:f

cultivated and a woman of most de-ley for
cfded character. She delighted in a
war of words, and was fuily able to
hold her own In several langtagés,
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There came to Washington, & Mon:|,

seigneur of the Roman churoen,. R, ..
very polished, courtly wan of the
world, who had made scores of coli-
verts to the faith in England, As
madam was of the Greek church, #he
differed from Monseign2ur on many
doctrinal points, and he was most
eager to convince her of error. Af-
jter one bout, in which the battle was
a drawn one, she refused to discuss
thie matter further; but he persisted:
until her patience was exhaustsil.|s
Tho final occasion came at a ball
whiere he endeavored very delicataly
to introduce the tabooed subject, un-
til she stopped his flow of eloquence :>
by laying her band on his arm.
*Monsieur,” she said Mpetuouﬂy,f
*f yleld. I shail have a réndezvousg,

brust wu éxhlbmd*ﬁi“ the

The colledtfon of
formed the foundation of the pre-éxl
Ashmolean Museun &t Oxford, wherg
that jdentieal toothbruutx m;;r bo
found to-day.
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with you to argue our several
ltefs.” -
®Ah! Madam, your g’uclaum‘
overwhelms me,” replied the &
lighted ecclestastic. “When .and|
where may I wait upont you?” 1the foilet tﬂhle atid partl .
+*In hades!” sald madam, se shelfaef that he was giv.m wm o
curtsied to the ground. lng oj hil mm‘n o
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' Although she is now 68 years old, 2
Miss 1da Lowis, whose fame as life.
saver once filled the land, is still ac.}
tive in body and mind. £he Is erod-
tted with daving saved in s [
teen lives, and she has receive
honors because of her hemkmk
daring rescuex were made fn ro
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