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Tae solemn high masses Christmas 
at midnight and 1Q.30 o'clock were 
celebrated by Father O'Donoghue and 
Father Bums respectively. Rev. Mr. 
Sullivan being deacon and Mr. Geo. 
McCall, both of St. Bernard's Semin
ary, sub-deacon. We were pleased to 
have our pastor, Father Kavaaauga, 
with us, he returned, Christinas Eve. 
The choir under the direction of Edw. 
McCall, Miss Agnes Madden presid
ing at the organ, rendered Schmidt's 
mass. Little Lillian Bell sang "The 
A4este Fidelia." The altars were 
beautifully decorated with palms and 
cut flowers. 

An earnest appeal for the proper 
preparation for Christmas in a spirit
ual manner, was made by Father 
Burns of St. Bernard's, last Sunday 

Prayers were requested Sunday for 
Mrs. Mahoney and Mr. Conners. 

The announcements for this week 
were, a card party to" the 'school \ 
house. Friday evening under the di-
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Sunday morning at 7M o'clock 
the Young JLadtw Sodality will re-

ve communion. 
The Christinas services were well 

.ttended. 
<A. month** mind m a n requiem 

mass was read for Mr. Gerhard 
Scbafter. 

School wil l be closed until Janu
ary 6th. 

if 

certain J.aaa'wf nanera & tht e«»ct 
Hun. the Hontif was 4!*nl«tse<t *m 
the manner of actio* o f m smarts.] 
*Sm of cardinal* appointed to "treat 
with Governor faft , were *bwlutely 
unfounded. The ¥m,%m assured 
Governor Taft th*t he was moat sat* 
lsfled and happy a* to t&e remits *o| 
far obtained, and tfc*t he wax «c* 
8u«nt the negotiation* t*rua la 
Rome would he the at»rtin«.poi»t of 

The funeral of Mr George Kambja complete and satisfactory solution 
will take place Friday morning at 9 
o'clock. He m a a member of St An 
thony's Benevolent Society. 

VWOti O&lttOUat' M'lrtlMfilri 

Washington Letter. 
Secretary William H. Taft nod the 

Philippines. 
There Is perhaps no better time 

than the present to review the his
tory of the Philippines since their oc
cupation by the Americans, and to 
record the work of Governor Taft heretofore been unwilling; to do. 
and his attitude toward the Church 
during the period of the political re
construction of these islands 

In doing this it will be best to-rely 
only on the official records, and o n 

same evening, a card party at the 
home of the Misses Lennon on Payne 
Street. 

Miss F. Blanche Drury assisted St. 
Mary's choir upon Christmas day 

Next Monday evening, a musical 
under the auspices of Miss Nellie 
Riley and Miss Celia Ryan, will be 
given at Augustine's Hall, corner of 
Clinton Avenue North and Hand 
Street. 

Next Wednesday, feast of the Cir
cumcision and New Years day will 
be a holy day of obligation 

Next Friday will be the first Fri
day, masses will be celebrated at 6.80 
and 7.30 a. m. 

Branch 27, L. C. B. A., will meet 
Friday evening, the officers for 1908 
twill be installed 

of the question under diacuttton." 
Outfit to Silence OowpUlnt*. 

On this subject Arciblshop Ire 
land says; 

"And now it is to> b%4wped tfter* 
*fwiU he among certain classes of 

Catholics in America a cessation of 
movements and declarations sack *t 
we nave had recent occasion to fce*r 
of regarding rellgfou* matters i n the 
Philippines. The Pope teaches £hea« 
Catholics to trust t j» American *av. 
eminent, which they seemingly have 

Hii 
words ought to signify something to 
those who profess t o take htm at 
their leader and guido. At any rate, 
the direction of Catholic affair* Is 
his business, and not of irresponsible 

thority cannot be questioned. Even 
„ . ,. those who have attacked Secretary 

rection of Mrs. Harrlgan and on the—,,. . , . . . , ^ ., _ . . . 
M m o „^„,„„ *„ „„J, „„,.•,, ; , n^P** 1 a t different times for being hos

tile to the Church, have been com
pelled to silence *by the overwhelm
ing testimony against them, but there 
are still some charges t o which they 

St. Mary's. 
• 

Emmet Craig is home from 
Conesus College at Buffalo, spending 
the holidays with his parents. 

Dr. L. J. Somers is visiting at his 
home at Olen Falls, N. Y. 

An anniversary mass was read 
Monday morning for Father Leery. 

The funeral of Thomas Williams 
took place Tuesday morning from St. 
Mary's Church at 9 o'clock. 

ImmacalaXe Conception. 

The church was decorated taste
fully and beautifully for the feast of 
Christmas. Speoial music was pre 
pared by the oholr for the occasion 
and the attendance at all masses was 
good. 

A pupil of the seventh grade of 
this school, Anna Mae Daly, was 
buried from this oburch on Monday 
morning. The mass was sung by her 
classmates. 

Mrs. T. Donoghue, nee Margaret 
E. Monaghan, of 41% Tremont St., 
was burled from this church on 
Thursday morning. 

Next Sunday will be communion 
Sunday for the members of the Ro
sary Society. There will be a meet 
ing of this society at 4 p. m. 

A meeting of the Alumni was held 
on last Sunday, at which the officers 
-for the ensuing year were elected and 
the banquet was set to be held on 
February 19th and the reception 
February 26th. 

There was a large meeting of the 
Young- Men's Society last Sunday. 
Officers were'elected for the ensuing 
year and the society donated ten dol
lars to the Ladies' Aid. A commit
tee was appointed to arrange for 
the annual banquet. 

School will be reopened January 
>6th. 

SS. Peter and Paul. 

Solemn high mass was celebrated 
at midnight on Christmas by Rev. E. 
Y. Gefell, and solemn high mass by 
Rev. F. Scheldt at 9 o'clock. 

A month's mind requiem mass was 
•celebrated on Monday morning for 
Rev. Dr. Sinclair. 

An anniversary requiem mass was 
said on Tuesday morning for Mrs. 
Ellen Amering. 

On Thursday morning the feast of 
St. Stephen a high mass was ceter 
brated for the members of fche Altar 
Society. 

The regular meeting of St . Peter's 
Society will be held Monday evening, 
December 30th, at 8 p. m. 

Installation of officers of Branch 
62, L. C. B. A., will take place 

"Thursday evening, January 2d. The 
prizes at the last meeting were won 
by Hattie Bletry first and Josie Dent-
inger second. 

The pedro club met at the home 
of Miss. Lena Erstein, on Ames St 
last Friday evening. The prises were 
won by Gertrude Mason, first; Elitt' 

m e o n , third; Anna Haubner, fourth. 
Next" meeting -will be held a t the 
tame of, Miss Mason, oa M»j 

One of these charges i s that Secre
tary Taft favored the expulsion of 
the friars, and the other is to the 
effect that he encouraged Agllpay in 
his efforts t o establish the Indepen 
dent Filipino Church, 

As to the expulsion of the friars, 
the charges made at this late day 
seem almost insincere, for, in the 
words of Secretary Root: 

"The veriest tyro in the law knows 
that there i s no shadow of a con
stitutional pretext by, which the 
friars, or any other body of men, can 
be expelled from American territory 
And the Secretary adds: 

*I am well aware that the Filipinos 
are a Catholic people, who cherish 
their religions convictions very deep
ly and very, tenderly.. They depend 
upon the Church for which they 
have so profound a respect. As one 
who baa at least some slight knowl
edge of the Filipino mind, gathered 
from the reports of observers, I am 
convinced that, beyond the shadow 
of a doubt, the Filipino is unalter
ably a Catholic To speak of noth
ing else, the great beauty of your 
ceremonial attracts him. The aus
tere bareness of the Quaker meet
ing-house or the average conventicle 
of me Protestant denomination would 
make no appeal to his nature and 
the drift of his sympathies. The 
Filipino is a Catholic and I am con 
vlnced that he will remain a Catho
lic. The Catholic Church is, and 
ought to remain, an Important ele 
ment in the life, peace, prosperity 
and progress of the Philippine 
Islands.' 

The Schools. 

tore, and when he informs Catholics 
that any one matter is in his hands, 
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they ought to itep aside promptly, 
and allow him to take charge of it." 

Father MeKiaaost on Taft. 

The Rev. W. D. McKinnon, of 
cling with unaccountable obstinacy.p*«ul*» * Priest who lived at the 

time in the archlepiscopal palace at 
Manila, writes as follows regarding 
Governor Taft: 

I can assure yon nothing could 
be more unjust than the criticism of 
Governor Taft appearing in some 
Catholic papers. Governor TWfc ha» 
not a particle of bigotry in hU awake* 
up. In all his acts here I Mr any
one to say that he has anown himself 
prejudiced in the least." 

"Now, with regard to the school 
question. You have again my un 
qualified assurance that the govern 
ment Is acting with absolute fair-
mindedness. If you believe that the 
number of Catholic district superln 
tendents is small, you must remem
ber that we had difficulty in secur
ing Catholic teachers qualified by ex
perience for the positions. Neither 
must the fact be ignored that Father 
MoKinnon is a member of the school 
board of Manila, whose work and 
whose influence are of very decisive 
importance. Then, too, in the heat 
of the discussion, the fact is some
times pressed out of view that out 
of an aggregate of 5,000 teachers in 
the Philippine public schools, 3,500 
are Catholics. This, to my mind, is 
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All this does not mean that here 
and there individuals concerned in 
one way or another with the gOTern 
ment in the islands did not say o r do 
things unfair to Catholic*. What 
should be emphasised is that such 
individuals did not. In "Srhat fthey 
were saying or doing, reprmnt the 
government^atid that if their wrong? 
doing had been duly reported to the 
government, it would have been sum' 
marlly reproved. 

Secretary Taft Before the Sejant* 
Committee. . 

"While I have quoted Secretary 
Taft'8 official statement regarding; the 
question of Church property in the 
Philippines on a former occasion, I 
will here repeat it briefly. Wthen 
asked at a hearing of the Senate re-
gardlng the title of the Catholic 
Church to its property he said: 

"I think that Congress might well 
vest in the ComthisMbn, with the 
supervision of the President and Sec
retary of war , power to make legal 
conveyances of the land which in 
equity belongs to the Catholic 
Church. When I say the churches 
and coventos (priests' houses) stand 
upon public property, I ought to ex
plain that under the Spanish rule the 
connection between the Church and 
the State was so close that It was not 
thought important to take the title 
out of the State and put it Into the 
Church, before a church or coavento 
was erected. My own judgment at 
a lawyer about the title is that the 
purpose in erecting these buildings 
was that they should be devoted to 
the uses of the Church, and there 
fore, whatever the title is in law, in 
equity they belong to the Church for 
the benefit of the Catholic people of 
the parish. I think that such con 
veyance would show that the United 
States has no desire to deprive the 
Church of properties that belong to 
it for its purposes. What we all wish 

one of the most significant facts i n j t o do> o f course, is justice, and what 

These words of the Secretary of 
War are ratified and supplemented 
by Archbishop Ireland. It would 
seem almost a work of supereroga
tion to quote the archbishop on this 
subject, but a t th?s time, when Sec
retary Taft stands before the Amer* 
lean people a s a possible candidate 
for the presidency, It Is not more 
than just and right to present his 
work in the Philippines exactly as It 
was carried out, and not as he was 
reported by h i s political enemies to 
have carried it out. • For this purpose 
I shall quote Archbishop Ireland, and 
if anyone wishes a better authority 

would be pleased to have it named. 
On the all-important mission of Mr. 
Taft to the Holy Father, the arch* 
bishop has this to say: 

Governor Taft at Rome. 
"?es," the news' front R o m e Iff quite 

satisfactory, and, I am sure, quite 
correct. Private advices coming to 
me from the most reliable source, 
confirm in alt respects the, dispatches 
given by the Associated Press. The 
sovereign Pontiff and other Roman 
authorities are deHghted with Ctoy-

the least of, is impartial justice, 
"I think" (speaking of. the title 

of the friar lands), "it may be said 
generally, as we said in our first, re
port, that the title of the friars to 
those lands is, as a legal proposition, 
indisputable." 

With this we can rest the case of 
Secretary Taft, and leave it to tne 
judgment of the intelligent and im
partial people of this country. 

E. h. SCHARF, Ph. 0 * 

beth Bentinger, second; atatfgaret ernor Taft personaHjr, and with the 
negotiations i n course of progress be
tween hint and the Vatican. 
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T h e Delights of 

the Dance 
Are the greater if the floor 
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supply a quality of Dancing 
Waxthat will insure just the 
right surface. 
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Gold Eyeglaaaea and Spectacle* 
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Prompt Delivery Assured. 
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