904 man. m;nmmmm,. king mﬁ&kmmtm ;
the was charged with wmurderisy  &|1588ly condemned. :
merchant from Ryszan apd robbing] When Makar® Semyoniteh hmd
thix, he Iooked at Aksyonof, slapped
His wife was in despair, and did{his own kues, and exciaimed: “Wall,
fisot know what to belleve. Her child this 1s -wondsrful! Really woader
Bren were all quite smill; one was g[8It But how' old xgn"vw irmn
baby at her breast. themiGran'and
Jiall with her, she went to the town The others aimd h‘lﬁ vhy’h.sw
fliwhere her husband was in gaol. At/P® surprised, and where he had seen
i frst she was not aliowed to see him; /ARSYonof before; but Makar Semr
fibot after muck begking she gbtained|Yeniteh did not reply. He only sald:
flipermission from the officlals and was hit" "::;l:!erml that wae should maet window.”
Pltaken to him. W she saw ber[d26r%, "
i busband 3 prhog” drza and Thess words made Aksyonol won- u&hmmt was silent, and aid am., LS
fichains, shut up with thieves and|der Whether this man knsw who had h OW what to say. Makar Semyoa-
Jj|criminals, she fell down and diq[killed the merchant; so he maid: tch slid off the bog-shqlt #nd kool
uot came fo har for ¢ iong|'Perhaps. Semyonitch, you havel2ROD the ground. “ivau ,Dmltr!_te&
time. Theh ahe drew hyr children Beerd of that affair, or mayba you've["%id he, “forgive: “‘!3 . Foi the love]!
to her and sat down near him. She/te®R me beforel™ of God, forglve me! 1 wil @Rfi‘
tald him of things at home, and asy-] “HOW could I help hearing? 'rhe:%“ it wan I who Kkilied
od about what had happened to him.|World's’ full of rumors it itajchant, and you will be yeled
He told bher ali, aRmd she axked:/ORE ago, and I've forgotten what 1|CRR Ko:to your b . .
“What can we do pow?" b It i oasy for you to gglk, .;ﬁ{ ‘
“Perhapa you hesrd who killed the|AXsyonof, “but 1 have mﬂm «

, ! “We must petition the Czar not
Balred, curly-headsd fellow, full of|to lot an tnnocent man perish.~  [BOFCBAIL?" sked Akeyonof, you these twen
Makar lﬂlllb.d and ",,;cun.d igo xu now

fun, and very fond of singing. When| His wife told him that she ha
quite & young man he had heen giv-isent a petition to the Czar but ung Plied: “It must bave been he in|"R3 Wy children hav
en to drink, and was riotous whes |it had not been acoepted, whose bag the knife was foundl If{l BAVE Dowhers-to go—
be had had too much; but after he| Aksyonot did not reply, but only someone else hid the knife there ' : 2
married he gave up drinking, ex-|jooked downcast. ‘He's not a thief tiil he's caught, as but beat bis head on the figor, ”L"“;
cept now and then. Then his wife said: "It was not/the saying Ws. How could anyone pat Pmltmch, Torgive mal” Ba. cried. 3
One summer Aksyonof was going|for nothing I dreamed yopr hair had[d knife into your bag whils it was "When they flogged me with thait
to the Nizhny Falr, and as he bade|tyrned gray. You rewember? You|tBder your head? It would surely knout it Was 0t 20 hard to bear as
good-bye to his family his wife sald{should not have started that dcy ‘{have woke you up?” It s lo see you now—yet you.had
3 to bm: “lvan Dmitrlich, do nollAnd passing her fngers through biaj When Alksjonof heard these worda ¥, pity o T8 and 414 not el Por ol :
§ Tstartwday; [ Live hkd R DAQ dFe&fd|halr, she sald: “Vanya dearest, toll|h® felt sure this, was the man who e fralye e, Wralch TBAt] Lyfig “ m b«f 1- W“m.%
‘ about you.” your wife the truth; It was g.: you[bad killed the marthant. He ross|t AMI" And he began tg sob. - [through a'‘chink 1‘ the:, partl
Aksyonof laughed, and sald: “You|who did it1” and went away, All that night AXs- hgwthm ;}mon&t heard him nohbinm '
are atraid when | get to the falr | “So you, too, suspect me!” aid|VODOf Jay avake. He felt terribly|"®; 100, bekan
shall go on the spree.”” Aksyonof, and, hiding his face in[URh&DpY andall sorts of images arosel, .  God will tor'i“!’”“?! sald b iy,
His wite replied: *I do not know |his hands, he hegan to weep. Thep|!® his mind. Thera was the image Maybe I ao a hundred times vorse

what 1 am afraid of; all I know irla soldier came to say that the wife[of his wife'as she was when ha part- than you.” And at thess yords -hlsif

that | had a bad dream. [ draamt|and children m ; Ake-|60 from her to go to the fair, He|PS&Tt grew light, and. the. lonxing.
you returned from the town, and ustgo away; nd 5 for home ieft him. _He no jouger

yonof said good-bye to his family for{S&w her as if she were present; her J

when you w00k off your cap I saw|the last time. ¥ 197 lace and her eyea rosa befors him;[DSQ any. deairs to lsave the prisand

that your hair was quite gray.” When they were gone, Aksyonof|be heard her speak and laugh. Thea PRt .‘"‘“' hoped for his last hour to
Aksyonof laughed. “That's a|pecalled what had. been said, and/he saw his children, quite little qo,m .

lucky stga,” sald he. “'See if I dom't ! - In spite of what Aksyouol ‘r?ii,

when he remembered that his wife|ikey were ai that {ime, one vith a
sell out all my goods-and bring you had also suspected him, he tojlittle cloak on, another at his moth- Makar Semyoniteh confuased m
some presents from the fa.r." v taid to " guilt. But when the order for hin

himself; “It seems that only God|®r's breast. And then he remember- N
8o he said good-bye to his fxmil |can know the trith; it Is to EHim|ed himself as he used to he—young P88 came Aksyonnt was ‘““d’ ‘o ta
and drove away. -

alone we must appeal, and from Him and merry. He remembered how ha Qenq, =
When he had traveled half way|alone expact mercy.” st playing the galiar un ithe porch| !
he met a merchant whom he knew { And Aksyonof wrote no more peéti-/0! the inn whers -he wap arrested.| : Hoslery in Elm !
and they put up at the same inn for|tlons; gave up all hope, and anly|aRd how Iree from care he hxd heen, “‘l‘ha term "hcnury.‘? whlch gpgmgdﬂ_s -old i
the night. They had some tea to-{prayed to God. He was, in bis mind, tha‘place where|[s& sooks, atockings and knit unders.
gother, and then went to bed in -d- Ak.yonof was, condemned to be be was ﬂOglﬂd. the executioner, wndjwear, by hn‘)rov‘m‘n‘ !nd d‘\ﬂﬂp}i
joining rooms. flogged and seat to the mines. Soltie people standing around; the|mant of machinery i now belug ex-
It was not Aksyonof's habit tolhe was flogged with a knout, andicbains, the convicts, all the twenty- tended over aff infinits Yari!mr of Y
sleep late, and, wishing to travel|when the wounds made by the knout[8iX years of his prison ilfe, and bis jerseys, Tam o Shianters and  the {lor.
while It was still cool, he aroused |were healed, he was driven to Siber|Premature old age. The thought ot it{like. The numm And smertnees |
his driver before dawn, and told{{a with other convicts. all made him so wretched that he/of thesh garmunts when kult, cling-}- "
bim to put in the horses. For twenty-six yearas Aksyopol{Was ready to kil]l himseif, lﬂ.‘ closaly to tb. tﬂl‘mg» ire mhhiq ,
Then he made his way across to|livel as a convict in Siberia. His| *“And {t's all that villain* dding!™|other knit fabrics, Including ' jousss,’
the landlord of the imn, who lived|bair turned white as snow, cnd his|thought Aksyonof. And his ange:|the woven squlvaients out “of the
in a cottage at the back, paid his|beard grew long, thin and gray. All|WAS 20 groat againit Magar Semyon- |ttRds. The Germans.are. given the
bill, and continued his journey. the mirtlr went; he stooped; ne walk-|itch that he longed for vangssuce{chliel credit for iplﬁluu AR knik b
When he had gone about twenty |93 solwly, spoke little, and never{sVen if he himself should perish for koods, They- have-bullt-special ine- <, & Rled
five milas, he stopped for the horses|laughed, but he oftem p it. He kept repaating praycss alitories and put in special machinery |
to be fed. Akayonof rested awatle] In prison Aksyonof xmned to[nigbt, but could not get no peace |for them. -This, coupled with cer-jow'®
in the passage of the iun, then he|make boots, and earned a ilttle mo-|During the day he did not go pear tain lmnm'in dyelng and ability | 1
stepped out into the porch, and, or-|mey, with which he bought *“The[Makar Somyonnch. nor sven logk st tﬁ; prodice cheaply, has gived thens, im a—
dering a samovar.to be heated, got|Lives of the Saints,” He read this(him. it-fn sald, Klmout & mnbpo)r o! t!iilr '
out his guitar and began to play. |[book when there was light enough| A fortnight puud in this way.|European trade - . ~
Suddenly & troyka drove up witt {in the prison, and on Sundays in the Aksyonof could not slesp at nights.| 'The Germany ' have- wvan: Qﬂm RYaR.
tinkling bells, and .an officisi alight |prison-church he read the lessons|ARd was so miserable that he did not tn;‘?d'? the lmm'h market, but as| ‘0"
ed, followed by two soldiers, He|sad sang in the choir; for his volce/know what to do, d”‘ raordinaty demiand. 1‘{*“ ’-h‘if’
came to Aksyonof and began to ques-|Vas still good. The prison authori| Onenight as he was walking abot gm uct disables thent fm\!‘ L)
tion him, asking him who he was|ties llked Aksyonof for his meek-[the prison he noticed some earth ers witain many mﬁ?m
and whence he came. Aksyonof an-|Dess and his fellow prisoners respect-|that came rolling out from under b P“Mﬁﬁl!' Engl v .
swered him fully, and sald: "Wont|ed him, they calldd him “Grand-|one of ‘the shelves on which the :" ::" ..::d ‘: u:;&-n hﬁ!” " GDP?" ‘.
you have some tea with me?” But|father,” and ““The Saint” When|Prisoners slopt. He stopped to see dm; "n d ﬁ’ cheap} cannot 800' i
the official went on cross-questioniny |they wanted to petition the prison|what it was. Buddenly Makar Sem- mn;;?) . ;0 “ﬂll“pgy aa thi F- lon
him and asking him: ““Where did|suthorities about anything, they al-|yonitch crept out from under the Thlx' t“l chlta mor ors miomp‘;. It
you spend last night? Were you|ways made Aksyonof thelr spokes-|Shelf and looked up at Aksyonof with| =% }3" fu: o L . &"“3“ oﬁ?;“c” '
alone, or with a fellow-merchant?{man, and when there were quarrels/{rightened face. Aksyonof tried to :ncou‘ F ‘m. beﬁyt thm: l’; cta,
Did you see the other merchant this{among the prisoners they came to|pass without looking at hlm, but lish m‘:‘:: tre . t? tt. Ea X
morning? Why did you leave the|him to put things right and to judge{Makar selzed his hand and told him the hox:xlo ::urker c:znh‘. eant & 'b;t :
inn before dawn!” the matter. that he had dug a hole under the ple t 00 u‘:m'h.m&:t ‘ e | :
Aksyonof wondered why he was| No news reached Aksyonof from|Wall, getting Yid of the earth by put- fpets 4 . %
asked all these questions, but he de-
scribed all that bad happened, and

his home, and he did not even krow|ting it into his high-boots, and empty-
it his wife and children were stiii|lng it out every day on the road ‘““n"i with ‘"“"r‘: “‘: 0"':““ re
dded. “Why d oes- | &live. when the, -prisoners ware driven to|*21eVing prosperity in knit fabricad,
then added, “Wly do you cr sre Britfah miake; hence Great hgic-
question me as {f | wers a thief or “l!!‘d th the
a robber? I am traveling on busi-

Qe day a gang of new convicts|thelr wbrk,

came to the prison. In the aventng| ‘*‘Just you keep quiet, old. -mua, and tain. “ mlnlfut
ness of my own, and there {8 mno
need to question me.”

the old prisoners collected around|you shall get out too. If you hise
the new ones and asked thiem what thﬂ':; flog the life out ot me, but
calll _|towns or villages they came from and|I'll kill you first.

‘dl;:l'el:“t(:l:e of? c:;:' the Dx::m::ms::, what they were sentenced for. Amogg Aksyonof trembled with auger as

of this district, and I Question yoq|the rest Aksyonof sat down near the he looksd at his enomy.‘ He drew

spent last night has been found with|CASt air to what was said, wish to escaps, and yoa nive o The “ PG A

his throat cut. We must search| ODe of the new convicts, a tall,jueed to kill me; you killed me long Niud m’“‘m“’ of. siini \?Clidm”y :

your things."" strong man of sixty, with a closely-(ago! As to- telling of you—I may . iAu's Ly
They entered the housa. The sol-

diers and the polire-officer unstrap-

¥ou want? Go
the Ruardi "

Makar uﬂ&h hint clm M
Aksyopof- and whispered: — “Teun
Dmitritch, torgive met™ -~ -
“What for?" asked Mgmoa (
“It was 1.who killed the me
and hid the knile among YouF things
1 meant to xilt’ amu. 100; but I heard |
& noise outside; »o I hid the knide
in your bag and mpodun;ntm

THE RELEASE THAY CAME
T00 LATE.
By Count Tolstoy.
(A Heretofore Unpublish-
ed Story by the Great Russian
Reformer.)
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In the town of Viadimir lived a
young merchant named lvan Dmi'
ritch Aksyonof. He had two ;!mpl
and a bouse of his own,

Aksyonof was s handsome, fair-

[

. present a
&ucﬂon of knic fabrics, o
s therefor indicates thiag
siax ‘mvhlon u to bi “DC,
posstble, -~ U7 T ;

cropped gray beard, was telling the|do 80 or not, as God shall direct,”  [PSnds. pons being well.boris'In ]
othox?l what he had been arrested| Neaxt day, whoﬁﬂ:ho convicts l:l‘“ don :pg:‘r‘:x"“ tll:% g‘::‘:.:éh&
s for. 1ed out té work, the convoy soldiers st :
fgd uA “gﬁf,‘gf,,:,,‘“fh‘:‘:m:ﬂf ;::;c h‘ “Well, friends,” he sald, “I only|poticed that one or other of the s on die b;f‘:’:n T 3}3‘3,&;‘:{” L
knife out of a bag, crying: “Whose took a horse that was tied to a Pl'llonorl Gmp“ed some e'rth out of 0 v‘ y“x‘.'s‘na” . ?wfh ﬁ:.‘i
knife Is this?” sledps, and I was srrested and «c-|his boots. The prison was searched. :“'t:" ot g thrg: #-18~ t: !
Aksyonof looked, and seeing g C08¢d Of stealing. I said I had only|and the tunnel found. The Gover- m' “ﬂ"‘; sath rats is mx‘
blood-stained knite'uken trom his|RES® it to get home gquicker, and|mor csme and questioned all the oo "‘?h ﬁm‘r’“ﬂ £ Balng N
bax. he was frightened. bad then let it go; besides, the driv-|prisoners to find out who had dug b tis mate 4 geate boen
g, ec was a personal friend of mine, Solthe hole. They all denfed any know- [0t of the nobility and gentry thes
HO.;' is it there Is blood on this 1 Il.ld, ‘It’s gu ﬂ‘htg l'No said they. ‘m. of it. Thm 'ho knew -.ould un‘oner is .mpm 0‘ tw.g? Y
e f tled to sEswer gl TR St010 1’ But how or whees. it betray Makar Semyonitch..knaw. 28 Yeers of the ‘f‘.“ that
ety S o v e o e ¢ they coud not sy, “T'onceiag be ol b fopted simont o J358 U, 08 S U
cou . .
stammered: “I—I don't know—-—np’t U something wrong, aud|deth. At lastthe Governor turned of comfort or delight. N
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, mine.”

‘Babitants of that town sald thit n

Then the police officer said, “This
morning the merchant was found in
bed with his throat cut. You are tha
only person who could have done it.
The house was locked from inside,
and no one elss way there. Here i
this blcodstained knife in your bag,
and your face and manmer betray
you. Tell me how you Kkilled Ktm,
and how much money you stole.®

Aksyonof swore he had not done
it; that he had not seem the mer-
chant after they had had tea to-
geother; that he had no money except
elght thousand roubleé of. his own,
and that the knifa was not his, But
his voice was broken, his face pale,
and ho trembled with fear as though
he were guilty.

"The police officer ordered the sol-
diers to bind Aksyonof and to put
him in the cart As they tHed
his feet together and flung him
into the cart, Aksyonof crossed
himself and wept. His money|
and goods were taken from him,
and he was sent to the nearest town
and imprisoned there. Inquirfes as
to his character were made in Viad-|
ifmir. The raerchants and other in-

former days he used to drink and

someone.

The Aksyonofs

his misfortune. He onily sighed an
said:
twenty-six years for my sins.”

yonitch.

ought by rights to have come hére|td Aksyonof, whom he knew to be ’

lopg ago, but that time I was not{a just nin, and aaid: take pride in it—it s, &t onos, |
found out. Now I have been sent]
here for nothing at all—Ah, but it’s{me, befors God, who dug the hole?”

lies I'm telling you;
Siberia before, but I did not stay|were quite unconcerned, looking st

Iong.”

““You are s truthful old man; tell
I've been to| Muakar S8emyonitch. stood as if he

the Governor and not s0 tauch as
“Where are you from?” ssked|glancingat Aksyonof. Aksyonof’sliye
and habdé trembled, and for a long

“From Viadimir, My famfly sreitimé he could not utter a word., ds

‘of that town. My nsme {s Makar, |[thbought: *“Why should I screen him
and they also call me Semyonitch.”|who ruined my life? Let him piy for

Aksyonof raised his head snd|what I hive syffered. But 12 I tsl}

said; “Tell me, Semyonitch, do you{they wiil probably flog the life out
know anything of the merchantsjof him, and I may have suspected

AXksyonof,
atill alive?”

of Viadimir? Are they|him wrongly. And, tttor all, what
good would it be to me?”
‘hej

“Know ‘them? Of course I do.! "Well, old ms&n,” repaated

Aksyonof glanced st Makar Sery-
“I cannot say,

Aksyonof did not Hke to speak of|your honur. It is not God’s will that

“Y have been in prison thuﬂme- I am in your hands.”

But Ak,iyanof onl:r su.id, “Wen

well—I must have deserved itfr He|through the darkness and recognim
would have said no rumore, bnt his
companions told the new-comer how!
Aksyonot came to be in Siberia; how uk«t Aksyonot,
someons hed killed a moerchant, and

m his time, but that he was sisbhd put a hltp among A'ksyomrf

uam

"Whr mu
tome hére?™
m mtcu m -ﬁm,_.:

are rich, though|Goveinor, “tell us the truth: who|*®
their father i in Siberfa; & sinper|has been digging under the wallr~{Bine.
Iike ourselves, it seams! Asx for you
Gran‘dad, how did yon come here?”[yonitch, and said:

I-should telll Do what you like wiﬂr

That idight, when Akayonof was]
- wwhat sins?” uked Makar Sem-|lying on his bed and just beginningi
to doze, someone came guietly and[Hake
wt down on'his bed. .He peerett|[¥ &

of birth too far eastward, - = .
Pain and hunger and n-mm...

od back—are his heritage. He
his woman~—-a pajr of lean, War
sanimaly--slink together through {xc
gtayness of iife, under the

"ABd 1h dlows aud ok
& certain joy in glo—w

.u {nexorable mi; awcrosin,
Onn df avery tour I.midan‘

dirty and ‘too sad; all by that cmmc 1

ths empty belly and the uvarburda L
o

as water and nmc hﬂlﬁﬁfy R, t:
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