THE SIGN OF THE DOLLAR,

Various Explanations, But None Env
tirely Accepted.

Several attempts have been madse
to explain the origin of the mark
that is used as the sign of the dollar,
and to show how it came into use,
And It need not cause surprise that
none of these explanations has seem-
ad to receive ratification., The prin-
2ipal ones that bave been givem are
these:

(1.) That it is a combination of
the initials of the United States.

(3.) That itis a union of the let-
ters P. and 8., {rom the BSpanish
word pesos,

(8.) dhat it is a modification of
the figure §, as the dollar is called
a plece of eight.

(4.) That it {8 derived from a
representation.of the Pillars of Her-
sules found on doliars once in com-
tnon use. i

¢(6.) That 1t {8 a contraction of
H. 8., the mark of the Roman money
unit. |
These are all theerie; only, each
one having, perhaps, a slight proba-
bility in its favor, but without any
firm basis of fact or history to rest
on.

Whatever resemblance there may
be between our dollar mark nd
{some of the characters that ospave
been used before and elsewhere, it
lia clear that this mark 48 of Ameri-
can origin, and that it came Into use
lafter the adoption of the Federal
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Formerly and for a long time, all
accounts in the United States wery
For Pure ept in sterling moeny. At the

close of the Revolution the currency
in use had becomegreatly deprectated
and the depreclation was different
in different sections of the country.
While no mint had been established
fn this country, the Spanish dollar
\nnd its subdivision were In general
use.

The word dollar was not coined
in this country. It is the English
squivalent of the German thaler, the
lunit of the German monetary system.
It was in use in Hngland as sarly as
1663. It varies at different times !
these shapes: Dollar, dollor, daler,
daldar, dolor, and dolloer.
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New Laurels for Mr. Bacon.

By his gallant rescue of a Har-
vard student from the waters of ilLe
Charles River, Robert Bacon, Assist-
ant Secretary of State, recently gain-
loed new laurels for physical prow.ss.
While visiting hils two sons at Cam-
bridge, Mr. Bacon accompanied the
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ROBERT BACON.

on the launch which followed
crew on one of its
practice spina. Two stu-
were watching the oars-
gimen from a canoe, which was
Miloverturned as the shell passed it.
BIMr. Bacon and J. 8. Reed jumped in-
S/t the water, and by strenuous ef-
Bitorts succeeded In bringing the men
dlsafely to the launch. KElliott Bacon,
the secretary’'s youngest son, was
stroking the crew at, the time of the
accldent. The aecretary himself is
an old Harvard oarsman, and is one
jof the most prominent members of
President Roosevelt's famous ° ten-
nis cabinet.”” WMr. Bacon has been
mentioned as a possible ambassador
jabroad.—Leslie’'s Weekly.
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Patents
Inventor’s book free

his 843page book gives ful} inform-
lion about Patents, Copyrightn and
) de Marks. Aleo contains cnta ef
100 mechavical movements, and por-
raita of a1} the famows American
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So-called Indiam ink, to be more
fcorrectly called China ink, goes
ffrom the Auhul province of China
lio every part of China and all over
the world. Last year about two
tons of it, valued at $3000, wer: ex-
ported from Shanghai to foreign
countries, The materials with
which this beautiful black ink is
m de are sesasum or colga oll, or the
ofl expressed from the polsonous
zeeds of g tree extensively cultivated
in the Yangtsze Valley and also well
known in Japan. To this varpish
and pork fat are added.

The lampblack made by the com-
tustion of these substances is classed
according to the materials and th»
grade of fineness, and also according

F L0R|ST {0 the time taken over the process

343 Main Street Fast of combustion. The paste made of

; nildin H hone this lampblack has some glue added,
'e,fhonse §t We:tm g}:ghmm“and is beaten on wooden anvils with

Hai)ed free to any address.
O'MEARA and BROCK
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Christmas

Greens

. Holly wreaths, wreathing, and|

. flowers for the holidays.
Flowering Plants for Christmas.
- Call and see our display.

George F. Boucher

steel hammers. Two good hammers
can prepare in a day 80 pleces, each
Iweighing halt a pound. A certain
Jquantity of musk of the musk deer
or of Baroon camphor, for scenting,
snd gold leaves, varying from 20 to
180 to the pound, are added to give
fji tsstallic lustre.

1 Rifiway engines which were built
e ﬁthnd over 50 yeurs ugo ' are

'has an exalting sense of aiding her

'wives to this day.

lseason‘s hats walch are making their
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FRENCH HUSBANDS.

How They Are Made—Their Womn
derful Cohsideration.

Near Biarritz, in his splendid up-
to-date Basque villa, lives the poet
Rostand, a recluse.

To Rostand came {wo relatives, a
youth and his father, for advice. The
young man desired to marry a8 poor
girl for love.

The sun was setiing in the vale
of Cambo. From his high perched
terrace the great soul of Rostand
swam out to where the go.den light
turrs rose; and back: and he spoke.

**A serious famlly question, The
boy has not enough for himself. To
marry a poor girl he must earn for
both; and, preoccupled by work,
he will not be able to cultivate the
lovely parasite. But when a girl
brings money to the partnership, she

rY e

protector; where springs enduring
married love. No, no. France is'
full of lovable girls with money !

The young relative of Rostand ac-
quiesced-—-he had been trailned for
marriage as a profession; they are
going to wed him to a pretty malden
with $4,000 a year and a widowed'
mother in her Blarritz villa, glad to
enter the distinguished poet's J.s-
tinguished fa.nlly, but do not im:
agine that any snoozer without his
boy’s training would have been ac-
teptable, among the French bour-
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The Most Ideal
CHRISTMAS GIFT

The best thing on the tree.

Nothing in the way of a Christmas gift will give so much pleasure to solmany,
for so long a time, as an Edison Phonograph. The enjoyment it affords is the kind
that lasts and the kind that every member of the family appreciates. It is a gift, not
for the time being, but for all time, taking on a new interest with every new record.

The Phonograph sings, plays. or talks. It s as gifted in grand opera as in
minstrel fun. It means as much to the little folks as to the grown folks. Just now
the eternal question is, ““What shall the Christmas present be?”’ The answer is, ‘‘An
Edison ‘ Phonograph.”’

For your home or for any home a Phonograph means the beginning of a long
term of genuine enjoyment.

Edison Phonographs, $12.50, $25.00, $35.00,
£55.00.
A small payment down and a little every

week buys an Edison Phonograph.

geois youths are prepared for ma:.rf{
mony {nstesd of for work, as cire-
fully as are giris In other lands!
Physicaily, they are not fc»otbfa.lli
players. The mass of these smart!
young fellows still limit themse'v s,
to horsehack riding and fencing
Horseback riding and fenclng. |
however, obligatory and dally from
childbhood up, produce a type of
young men, healthy, llvely, graceful,
satisfyiug to the ideal of the Fronch
girl and her mother— by whom °he'
{8 guided In technlcal matters.
1+ emphasize physical vivacity,
quickness, rendiness and grace For
Instance, these Frenchmen all dance
beautifully- -and llke 1{t. 1 have
known three French girls who chure
their husbands for their dancing

jtaste and stamina -dancers thro.jl |

lite; and they actually dance 'wnelr

Do you think that a working bu.-
Iness man who has been killlng hin-
gelf at the office all day ls coming:

home to change and dance? No. he!
will eat dinner, dlgest and grow‘
fat. '

Hat of Purple Crinoline. i

|

The cables say that purple s the
color of the hour in Paris and ecuanes
of the report are found in the new

~ppearance in the shops. Qulite
oharming bit of mlillinery 18 this
purple crinoline with the brim ti 1n-
ed ap at the fromt a la Napoleon
The crown is wreathed with jale
mauve harebells and pansies which
drnop over the brim 4t *he lack to-
wether with gantities of soft, feat:.
ery foliage., Asparagus and mald
¢n hair ferns are excellent for the
n.w trimmings because they come in
exgulsite color effects and suggest
the feathery doecorations that are 3o
a |la mode.
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Poised on the edge of the brim
tt tine front {s a smart bow of p..
e janne velvet secured in the cen-
re with a dull gol¢ and purple enam-
~led buckle. It takes Paris to go

ad over a difficult color, and noth
ng rould be more exactidg (HEn (Te
rew shade of purple. Fortunately
a4 18 susceptible to reliefs of wb.*
i roft color tones, and it can be
1nade vecoming with smart color
siemes,

One of the newest trimmings tor
~ats is a scarf hemmed with passa-

menterie balls, These balls have
also captures of the dressy lit-
tle coats and frills of fashion. They

adge everything that has an edge
ind are so indispensable ttat they
will form a conspicuous part of the
new season's decorative schemes.

Sensible Eighteenth Century Dames.

As wits, theologians, peliticians
and writers, the women of a hun-
dred and fifty or sixty years ago
were certainly in advance of those
of to-day; yet apparently they had
no wish to puash man from his ,vo-
per place. They held no anti-matri-
monial views, They .made goud
mothers, they were excellent house—
wives, they were socially charm-
ing. they managed to be personally
attractive. In many directions
they had the advantage of us.-—
Lady's Pietorial.
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New York leads all other States
in water power, representing, fo 19-
03. 446,136 horse \

.stafl of the German army has an arti-
‘cle In Nord and Sud of Berlin on the !

troops. The detalling of sul!diers for. ,$,

‘occupation in the civil service Istobe’'

stcpped, and all at present so occu- “‘:‘:

pled will be replaced by civil em- | 2 DO" l Dan S
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icompulsory in Russia, a general in-,

‘tune of the soldier, and tho Russlan:

of her conscripts. |

:mles in Europe.

'tpplnes were American houses that

-|enterprise that manka hemp is an

er,

after gspending two and a haif years $5 Opens 0 Interest on
in continuous work in the Arctic Monthly
Ocean, north of the American Coun An Acconnt Balances

tinent.
for the purpose of scientific research

some interesting data regarding these

We will arrange it to-day, if you come in.
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THE TALKING MACHINE CO.
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Record Cabinets, Carrying Cases, Horns and sundries at lowest prices.

svassia Reforming Her Army,
Capt. Witzleben of the general

czar's project to bring aboui reforms .
In the Russian army Among the
many changes, Capt. Witzleben
thinksa the following lmportant:

**All captains must undergo a pro-
per mlilitary training and prove.
their eficiency at a written and oral
examlination. Their claims for pro-,
mwotion must be supported by a prac-
tical demonstration of their military’
s8kill as leaders at the head of their'

ployees. The decree establishing!
these reforms has already been pub-:
lished." !

The whole mind of Russia, ac-
cording to the writer quoted, 18 oo-!
cupled with the question how Rus-|
g1« {8 to regaln her former military
prestige. Prominent among military
reformers are the principal members'
of the army and aristocracy, and In
this connection we read the names|
0’ Grand Duke Nicholas and QGen.’
Dedjuelin. As military service is
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terest is exhibited in the lot and for-!

2 g

government finds it necessary to fol-'
low the popular will in the treatmentf
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SAMPLE SHOES FOR WOMEN

Sample shoes are the products of the best efforts of
the manufacturers. We have the shoes in all styles
together with countermanded goods of high quality.
All sizes and widths. Values £3.00 to $5.00.

Specially priced at

$1.75, $2.00, $2.25, $2.35 and $2.50

McElwee’s

Sample Shoe Shop

First Floor Central Building.
‘Over Big 10¢ Store
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We are told that on a peace foot-:
lng the Russian army consists of
'160,000 men and 1,200 canpon, and
is now one of the most efficient ar-1

Manila Hemp. E

Manila hemp is the most valuable
cordage fibre in the world. It has
been an important article of com-:
merce for over a hundred years
The first shipment to the United
States was made about 1824. It la!
interesting fo note that the ptoneers
in the export of hemp from the Phil.!

|
were established in Manila about
that time, and that for fifty years,
thereafter the American houses of
Russels & Sturgis and Peele, Hub-‘
bard & Co. controlled this trade:
making advances to the growers andl
stitJlatiig the production. It Is
therefore largely owing to American

[ L FAVAKAE S P-4 5 I

article of world commerce to-day.
Manila hemp cannot,- apparently,
be successfully grown in any other
part of the world. It is mainly rais-
ed on the Islands of Luzon, Samar,
Leyte, and Mindanao. The province
of Albay, in Luzon, usually produces
over one-fourth of the total crop.
Lived With the Eskimo.

A. H. Harrison, an English explor-
has just returned to England

A SENSIBLE GIFT

for ayoung man or woman is a Pass Book starting a Bankm8'
account. This is a really practical manner in which to
demonstrate your regard. A “start in the world” in its
strictest sense. A gift that will always be Dleasantly
associated with yeu.

The journey was undertaken

For 18 months he lived entirely with

Deposits can be sent by draft, postal or express or
Eskimo and brought back with him D D der or in

currency. Deposit will draw interest from the first of

each month.
See about it NOW —have it all ready by Xmas!

Special Department for Women
Designed and iaqnipped for the convenience of handling their accounts.

RESOURCES...ccuvvnnunen. $21,000,000.00

Rochester Trust & Safe Deposit Company
25 Exchange St. | . Rochester, N. Y.

interesting people.

Birth Rate Declining in England.

A Government report of vital.sta.
tistics recently published covering
the decade ending with the year 190y
reveals a marked decline in the birth
rate of England and Wales. In 1876
the rate was as high as 36.3 per 1.
009, but at the end of 1900 it was
28.7. The birth rate is failing more
rapidly than that of any other civil-
Ized country.v




