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AN EASTER LILY 
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/ \ M C fa a raossy sards* old. 
V O K angel of tbe flower* 
«mil%ed to tr* stiver wilat of dawa 

Hud watered ft with shower*. 
Be t t f m 6asttr iff* there, 

Coo teautftwl to fade, 
Bud changed ft* fragrast leve-

tinea* 
Into « Uttle matd. 
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faster oii the * 
Jordan's Banks 
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NtONG the numerous p i l g r i m ^ L £ * £ £ * J X 

with tight hearts and f$|d. facea, tiait* 
:tx»;J«M&* attes on their -wijpy through, thef 
nofrth of Palestine on to Haifa, •where! 
t&ey will re-embark q» their ewa| 
uteamera and return to Russia wHbf 
newly consecrated liven and heart* fultl 

-who visit tb.e Holy Land at 
blaster time by far the great 
«r number are Russians, whe 

hope to win Divine favor by taking pan 
In the t-wo great ceremonies of the 
Greek cbturch In Palestine—that of th« 

) • » 1 1 « M — C 

la the JcMEtlan. 
Ls the waters of tbe Jordan the ptt 

grim beli*ves he will find sure ablutioc 
for all h i s sins. Therefore, after wit
nessing am Holy Saturday the descent 

l of the sa*red fire In the Church of thf 
Hotly S&j)ulcher, to the Jordan ht 

j wends has way. Tbe distance fron 
| Jer-nsaleiEi Is about seven and a halt 
hoars' rlsdlng—as, distances are meas 
ui-ed lu t*»o orient. 

Most o r the pilgrims walk* hat some 
ride ou dtonkeys and horses and some 
on camels. The .aged have to'be held 
on to the backs of their beasts, am 

jfrtw^-^«a<^o*tftv,^\fr%|rJiiTr»l' 

The long procession presents * pfc-f 
tnresojue appearance aa. i t gradually I 
passe* into the distance,**!! its mem.4 
bers being laden with long' branchesf 
or with tufts of foliage gathered froinf 
the Jordan's banks, waving them above! j 

holy Are in Jerusalem and of b a p t i s m * ^ ****? fJS?* * f f ** "?H ** « »* «" singing glad atralna of harmonious! 
chants in melodious tone*. The aged 
lean on their branches a* on walking, 
sticks, and the backs of their beasts} 
bear more of the precious verdure. 

Thus does this strange pageant dis
appear from the valley as rapidly as It 
approached, leaving behind it only the 
alienee and the solitude of the wilder-! 
aess. This immense crowd of devoteAi 
human beings arriving In deep bumlli-j 
ty and leaving in gladness, shouting! 
songs of triumph, has come and gone.; 
But no trace of the visit is to be seoui 

,• except the strewn leaves and the foot-! 
,. . 'iprints on the clay banks.—Cincinnati! 
the wom -̂u In many cases are Buspend-t Maaulrer . I ed In baskets. The strange spectacle 
of these rollffrlms marching to the J or-' 
dna for this baptismal ceremony If-
certainly ainlqne, tbqBsanda of pilgrims! 
of all ages nnd description traveling to 
a mighty liand during the night through 
the narrow defiles of the mountains 
and across, the. dreary plains. 

STANLEY'S EASTER TREE. 

KTHOLD HXB ISO B E D IN FXLMT WHITE. 
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Behold her robed In filmy white 
COhere In the cburcb she 

stands, 
Che long stemmed tflfes in her 

arms, 
Che psalter (it her bands. 

Rer face to lifted to the morn j 
Its glory round her lies, 

Hud all the brightness of the day 
Is mirrored (n her eyes. 

/ 
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On every altar In the land 
Che Miles bud and blow i 

Cbc air Is heavy with perfume 
from chalices of snow > 

H dewy garland round the world 
Che blossoms stretch away, 

But she Is still the aweeWt 
flower 

Chat blooms on 6asttr day. 
—Minna Irving in Letfie'i Weekly. 
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A Springtime Suggestion For th» Lit-
tls Folks. 

Stanley Ober stood at the window 
lllutnl looking across the meadow at the small 

noting tbe» wild scenery with the glurt evergreens that skirted the wood be-
of crountlfcsss torches and startling th« T O u d a Qd wishing it were Christmas 
lnte-nse stailness of the deser* air with1"116 again, for toe tree had been ancll 
penitentla 1 chants and harmonious mel•» delight, but it was nea>ly Easter, 
odiesjike- a livtog picture of the Israel-and t n e r e w o a l d be Easter eggs and 
Itcs taklns their departnre from Egypt Easter cards and a small party, wfceu 
on just scion a night and in just such.*11 tiia cousins would be there, 
a nxaaner- The view from this plain, "Mammal" he cried suddenly. 
to tliejokInn is beautiful. MWe«r asked mamma. 

Tbe proe*<sslon reaches the Jordan be Stanley vent nearer and talked eajs 
fore early daybreak!. Immediately ev- oeatly for several minutes. Then manv 
ery one f^repart^ to ent«r ttie sacred B**'* f f t e e w a F e a smile, and jltSaiey 
river, ^s the son rises over the tops'™8 *>e«niuJS and mysterious. ,, 
of Monb f_Jio river bank of tbe Jordan T h e Party came off on Easter Alon-
presents CMO of the most remarkable'30^' a a d aJl ̂  coasl»» were there, A 
scenes In trho world. merry time they had of It, with all 

Tb.e pilgrims, disrobing in great*01*" o f Easter games, and then came 
haste and rushing down the banks,tteai wltbr pretty sandwiches and cakea 
plunge Into the river In an undistIn!ftjQ^lccs a n d * r u l t > ^ ^ m e n * *0° r T?a» 
gulsbnble mass. The garments they °P«ncd Into another room where stood 
wear nre the white robes snncttfle!'* *>»« u u u 8 w l t D ^ mo*t ehnnnlng 

of Easter tokens. Dainty baskets of 
'flowers, one for each guest; painted 
eggs suspended by gay ribbons, beauti
ful cards and homemade trifles, and at 
the top of the tree were sprays of love
ly Easter lilies that looked to pure and 
white against their background of dark 
green. 
I The- Easter tree was a great success, 
and tbe cousins voted Stanley's Easter 
party to be the most delightful they 
had ever known.—Youth's Companion. 

Egg Rolling at th« Whit* Houia. 
Tbe egg rolling of Easter Monday at 

Washington is too most interesting of 
American Easter practices. The fete 
Is held on tbe White House grounds, as 
Is well known. Thousands of children 
are admitted to the broad green slop
ing lawn to Indulge In competitive egg 
rolling, egg knocking and other games, 
a scene unrivaled in picturesque and 
happy Interest This Easter Monday 
celebration has been emulated In other 
places In America. In Atlanta, Ga., 
recently tbe park commissioners at 
their own expense procured 10.000' 
eggs, had mem prettily decorated and 
bid them In one of the city parks, con 

Easter Kisses. 
Th* Saxons, and in fact all the Teu

tonic races, worshiped Easter and kept 
her feast day about tbe time, of the 
spring equinox. Unbridled license wan 
allowed on this occasion and jests of 
every kind played. Many of these sur-
jvlve, notably that practiced by the 
sturdy countrymen north of tbe Hum-
ber, who, during Easter, sally forth 
into the streets and claim a kiss or a 
silver sixpence from every woman 
they meet Not long ago In the town 
of Bedlington, Northumberland, a coal 
.miner was sued for' kissing a woman 
on Easter. He pleaded the old custom 
and WRS Immediately released.—Chica
go Inter Ocean. 

With 
A Singular Egg Trick. 
a large decanter and a hard 

AS rax BUK liiBKs ovEK MOAD A BTBANoi boiled egg a novel trick can be per« 
iPiCTACij APPXAits. formed. The decanter, however, must 

by the holy lire and which will eventu- be quite dry, and tbe egg must be shell' 
ally b>e their burial shrouds. Here are 
men of «U sizes and seasons, from tot 
tering* octoereuarlans, aided by strong 
youths), to crawling babies, who are 

ed. First drop into the decanter a 
piece of lighted paper and as the flame 
dies out put one end of tbe egg into 
the neck of the decanter after the man 

st to a bunt, to which all the children 
in the city were invited. 

sealing them Just̂  sufficiently to givej immersed »y their parents. Some ner of a stopper. In a few minutes the 
air will cool in tbe decanter and eon-
tract in volume, when the superior 
pressure of the atmosphere will force 

flat decanter without breaking. The Idea of having new articles of 
dress for Easter seems to be tbe one 
custom which through the ages has 
been most lastingly preserved, and It 
Is not very probable that all of the 
many young ladies who could not go 
to church on Easter without new bon
nets or of the young gentlemen who 
so conscientiously visit their tailors a 
lew weeks before Easter know of the 
eld superstition that new apparel worn 
en Blaster would bring good fortune in 
love affairs during the enarumg year. 
If they dW, tte crash at the Ja 
ind the demands "on f&t dressmi 
would peobabiy be something enor-

-"Washington Star. 
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Easter at Christ Church School. 
In London there Is an old and felic

itous custom on Easter Monday, when 
4 M boys of the famous ObrJst hospital 
•ebool repair to tbe Mantissa House to 
••calve from the lord mayor what are 
known as "Easter bobs." Bach "Ore-
dan" receives a soj^reign, and tbe 
otters, acoordlng te-tbeir relative stand-

are given corns of leaser value, 
its of lemonade and buna 

are served, after which the mayor and 
Hie civic authorities conduct tbe boys 
to Christ chosen, Hewgats, where they 
bear a atennon. 

Tlis Cjsisjni sf 
B e word Easter, derived tram the 

AtspVSauton "Bastra," or, in Teutonic, 
•Ostaxa," tbe goddess of dawn or 
poring, whose chief'festival was oele-
jPeated about the time of the vernal 
Mtcatdnox, is probably of the same root 
wlm East, signifying "bright" or "shin
ning." The Germans to this day call 
April the "Ostermonat/* 

Esstsr Observant*. 
iPokw, picture hats and toque* said flasts, 

Blushes aad dlmplM,' axnilas asd carls. 
The girls s«s nothing bet the beta, 

Tfc* saea ass aottisg bvt tbs 

creep in captiously, and others reflect 
before enter-lug the muddy fnd treach
erous stream. Others leap In almost 

-wIMljr'Mfr'lwIir^^ 
reappear upon the banks and repeat 
the performaaoce three timet. They all 
either dip oar phiuipHn "three oniesThJ 
commemoration of the ^Trinity. Many 
of the wom*4n enter upheld by three 
men, -who dcack them. Others only step 
In anicle deep and are bjap'tbted on the 
brink of the river. 
dark nalr o*f great length, present a 
strange appearance". Holding to tbe 
grass, they dip three times and then 
shake themselves like dog*. 

The site osa the banks of the Jordan, 

Threwlng tea Egg. 
In tome parts of Europe there Is an 

Raster game which la iota of fun, 
(hough It Is bard on eggs. The children 
stand toeing a hne on a smooth place 

The men, with their wnWroe ground la soft, and than one 
by one they throw their eggs, each one 
aiming to see bow far be or she can 
throw without breaking or cracking the 
age The skilled players aim to throw 
their egg* so that they aha!] skim slong 

because of Christ*a baptlam having 
taken place there, la the* last point 
•where the saver displays any charm 
before It narrows avndcatrrie* away its 
brownish hued waters to the Dead seat. 
Jk wooden crow marks the spot declar
ed by the Gareeks to be that of Christ's 
baptism 

The pilgrizaii are not satisfied with 
bathing In tane Jordan, but dip in gar
ments whicka thereafter will be pre
served as saacred, and even drink tbe 
turbid water not only out of their own 
bands, but also oat of those of their 
Jtotjow pllgrfexni. Then they fill their 
tin' cans tfltEi the predooi liquid to be 
taken bade to Russia for baptismal 
perpoate*. 

Witnessing- this performence one re
calls tbe Scriptural account of the mul
titude being abapused by John the Bap
tist to this v«ry river, wben "from Je
rusalem andl all Galilee the people 
came confessing their sins." 

The religious ablution takes place 
soon atfter claybreak. After'* short 
ceremony of consecration the pilgrims 
hastily prepaure to march onward, the 
bospice at Jericho being their next 
resting place. 

Thelf countenances are. radiantly 
happy. They have attained the sum 
xkile of earthrw Wise, KOSL their ecstasy 
i s tadescrlbasble. Many eyes overflow 
with tears oat! joy, • for they now feel, 
ecafldaant tkart they have won eternal 

smaller ends, which are the hardest-
Cleveland Plain Dealer. 

A tjjissr Old Eautar Custam. 
It was tbe privilege long ago for men 

$** beat their wives Easter day* bat the 
latter repaid tbe compliment the next 
day. Ibis ceremony, at far as can be 
learned, was not provocative, of lair-; 
softs or separations and was, no doubt 
a mere loving castigation. 

An Easter Usee* 
!pwo boas*, each about at foot souara, 

are placed sosae twenty feet apart; into 
each are put four eggs, and the course 
is prepared. Tbe two competitors in 
the race are each furnished with a 
spoon and assigned a box. At tbe word 
"ready" the contestants take a position 
to the right of their box. At tbe word 
•%o" each takes from the box an egg, 
using for tbe purpose Ms spoon and, 
Irarrying to his opponent's box, there 
deposits ft, after which he returns "for 
another. The eggs must on no account 
be touched with the hands, itnd to dtop 
one is to forfeit the race. It wilt be 
teen that, while ease, fa endeavor
ing to empty his respective box, the 
opponent In each case is eonstahtly 

gtn to gain on the other, and the ejj* 
dtement will rise to fever heat. Th* 
ma* ft wan by htm' who first ipj 
bh bftx.-t©aj»viue Ooerier-Ji 
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