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Sun, Says the Scientists,

Washington has recently

sarth’s surface.

heat of the sun.

to bring on another glacial period.

times its present amount woul

Eocene period.

Use for a Fowerful Volce.

At the close of a grand ball a cele-
brated actor of the Court Theater In

for friends.

" A besutiful and fashionably
dressed lady approacher him and
says: ‘‘Beg pardon, have | the honor

Gas Ma}jMecp Heat

. He thinks that they are more
; proliably due to changes In the K King Peters
amount of carbonic acid {n the at-
mosphere than to vartations in the'
It the amount of
carbonie mcid that the alr now con-
tains were diminished a little more’
than one-half, the mean temperature
all over the earth would drop about
8 degrees, which would be sufficient

carbonic to between two and three

raise the mean temperaturs 15 de-
grees, and renew the hot times of the b4s cuftered all the ugonies of 1 man

Berlin stands lp the passage walting'

1590 o s

s

T

of Assassination.

abd Queen

$..00 Per Aunum,

thiougn bluod. The ftiar

e Servia's ruler

ot

-
One of the Government sclentists| e Lives inConstant Fear Thbe
g com-;
oted a sertes of investigation with

erence to the causes of secular!
“ygyiations fn the temperature at tha

plece
HIS PEOPLE’S ANGER
Fajlare (o0 Punish 1y sl on.
the Regicides of King Alexander !ly 88 the white arm
Draga—Exports tw
England Shrink From $500,000 to yellow, richly spotted with velvety

! A Pecular Plant Which Fiowers With
out Barth or Water,

‘ Sanmoratum Guttatum, or
“Monarch of the East,” is a bulb,
{ which has the extraordinary power of
being able to 8it on a table or mantel-
in mid-winted and,
water, produce a huge flower 18 inches
high. Its only necessity is somet h.ng
It belongs to the same tam-
iy, and
flower {8 like a tall, narrow edition of
fts white cousim, but is of a splendld

crimeon.
The bulb is not upl ke a huge half-

King Peter waded to his throme Penny bum, and must be placeu, with-

that he VUl earth or water, on 8 manteiplece,
. ; Wi ave it by an equally gory rvate Tn an incredibly short time wue Hower.

On the other hand, an Increase of the oSt 1o

d Buyp py munatch of Europe to-day

will appear, when it has faded the
bulb should be plante) In the garden,

three yjears In successtou ha where in the spring it will throw upa

stout sterms two feet high, cuvered v ilh

20 seanped o death 1o the dass [m- dark purple spots, and bearing at the

Jn Ldately preceeding each June 11

. surmit a anuge umbrella-shaped lear.

s 18 the annlversary of the aras- Dig up the bully in the autumn, wash

do.tion of King Alexander
Iutalistic
, ¥l as would make an
3L,
tlie to end a dynasty

. King Peter hus successfully passed
to see before me our famous Herr. Juuo 11 three times, bui there Iv po
Donnerst_lmme’ whose powerful an,g't,‘.o.ufort In this fact to the suiely

und
vo i Draga. The superstitivns and maatel-plece, and It
temperamont of the 3¥- 4y pelore,
naplversary
to them the most upproprlate

it and wake {t tidy and put {t on the
will bloom j ist
In fact, the fascinating rt r-
mula may be repeated year after year,:

Fereocious Only in Books.
“A bloodhound 18 a terrible thing to
read abuuat,” says & man from North,

sogorous voice | had the pleasure of | Pfessed Karageorgevitch, for now the UBFOlINg, “"but in realfty be isn't much

admiring last night {n 'Macbeth?’
Might I ask you to do me a little
favaor?”

T am at your service, madam.”

“*Then will you be good enough to
call out in the street in your loudest
tones for the carriage of Baromnesi
Swartz?’’

Composition of Golf Balis.

Golf balls are now oeclng stuffald
with gelatin. [n the early days of
the game the golf ball was stuffed
This wus alxo the ball

used ia playing “'shinty,” which 1
defined by an eighteenth centar-
commentator us ‘an Inferior specles
of golf, generally played by yoang
people, and called 1in  london
hockey.” The football used about:
the same time was more modern, he-
ing "‘a leather ball about as bLig as
one's head filled with wind " Mnat
deadly of all were the balls origin-
ally used in plaving bowls, which
were made of marble and whenco

was derived the game of marbles.

Acts @3 a Barometer.

Ca There exists a stone which, it s
' said, unfailingly foretells changes in,

!

King Peter.

people are becomlug impatient, ind
every day has become a virtua' Tune
11th and the dread of assasstnn-lon

the weather. This stone was found In 118 a peril that never leaves the mind

Finland many years dgo by an ex-
plorer and has since been watched by'

scjentists with great interest. [t
presents a white, mottled appear!
ance {n sunshine, gradually turning.
from gray to bluck as a rainstorm
approaches. The stone is composed:
of clay, niter and rock salt. In dry|
weather the salt In the stone s,
prominent, but when the air s filled:
with moisture the salt absorbs the
molsture and turns black, thus form-|
dng the barometer. '

Making Trolley Car Wheels,
¢ It has now been settled without
question, says the Brags World, that
the best trolley wheels are those
which contaln no lead. The constant

arching of the wheel and wire burns cent of any complicity la the tahing are molded spheres of two sizes and
out the lead and causes the wheal tofon' of the unhappy king and qQueen, consist of a little over 99 per cent
It a trolley wheel 3{he could have made an auspicious|of lead, with iron and silver, and:

wear rapidly.

of the King

That hls fears are most reul Is
well fllustrated by the fact that a
comparatively untmportant matter,
& lone bill lovolving oaly a swmall
sui, was sufficient to stir Belriade
to revolt. Peter, placed betw <an
twc fires, dare neither approve nor
veto the bill, and while 1t lay on his
desk the citizens gathured in the
courtyard of the palace er.fng,
“l.ong Ihve Alexander! l.ong 1ve
the Renubllc! Down with Peter'™

Ilog Peter might have suceendod
fn the position to which he waa
called but for his unfortunate alll-

ance with the reglcldes who hod | Walled up about the year 1641, when

shaped windowms, tweo nrgee hearts
made his accession to the throue:'he castle was belng prepared to with- &

possible It Peter had been inno-

more dangerous than an Irish setier,
and you can't rely on him any more
than you cal on a woman's watueh
My uncle was sheriff once while do wi
bome and [ remember that vpe uf the
fiat «riminals he had to hunt downi
was a negro man who robbed a huuse
Th're was no doubt as tu the mau's

guilt He was recognized by the
owner of the house and 1t was no
troabie at  ail to get some old o te
of his to familianze the blao ... ond
sctielody  loaned my undle with b
TS 4
Lanie 1ok the ferodious wind..g tn
L scene Of the ot and pat L o
‘L seent The st trlona (e
red abiotrt g LIt gnd then wave oy g
dewn the prthe Undde cope b aiane 1
Ma rear suate of Lis preyv e oroand
$ nel hadot mech of a ~'art YS!
and Guoie felt 1hat he wais as gond 4.
handcafted abready On went Y nio
Sheoder rnnde following Wb
g oneenal the ntelagint cres e
Jache! the fivithve and cauvnt un
with him
"What did he do then? D he (1 ee
tha man® IId he tear him Hiwb from
Hmb? No. he took such a tangy to
tha: negro man on stght that when

uncle overtouok them the negro simply
‘sirked the dog un him and uncle had
"the time of his life protecting himself
"He had to shoot the dog, and, of
ycourse, he had to relmburse the man
who loaned him for the loss of his
:valuable services. The criminal got
away. Bloodhound' Why, a yellow
coon dog i worth a pack of them.”

[l

iribbons for weddings has Fust been  carved upon it a complete page of let-
completed In that city. T This novel |tering.
In the roof of Durham Casuie, Eng-lequlpuge 1s In ¢tho shaps o»f 3 huge
{ land,
tbucket contalning bullets and gun- |

Old Gunpowder and Bullet:,

there has been dlscovered a!

A REAL GLOMYE TEROTTRR.

! A MuchTrawelled “Firermuan” on The The Black Prince is Called

L&ser B, Pam=A.

Amergcin 12 1,
The Ame ,::ni *B:ni::::wnm‘: morigls have totally eseapsd noti

globe until it was too late to rectify them.

uip

, re¢ng
-New York brougght a  real

‘traveler o the person «of Hugh R.
WILhoul | Hy)l, w ho hael wor Ked hise way across Statue at Westminster Abbey, Lom-*ll craftiman lines in England. It ia

“Prince of Whales.”
Some remarkable mistakes in me

The spurs on the boots of Cromwell’s
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0 HE BALT." MISTAKES IN MEMORIALS, ‘ - HIGE. ARES i YNILE.

thytinskilled Labor Much in Demand §¢ .
i

That Country.
! The scarcity of skilled artisans in

G.Chne exceedss that in the United

/Btates and the wages thal are belng
‘paid far eclipse thogse in practically

'ms y fireman oy 2o be ssent to Ellig don, are Lhe most inleresting feature &5%€ried that vrdinary “crow-bar and

| Island a8 a slowaway.

Hall went¢ of the monument, although they gen-

shavel laborers,” or unskilled labor-

'to work with the B reroorsn force soom erally get no attention at all from®FS @8 they would be kmown in this

the | & fter tl2e vessel lef€ port eon the other : sightseers.
Ho wozea guernse=y, on which down. .
was stamped “‘Firemsn” and be was stairease which leads from the floor #3 BVeérage of seven dollars per day,

[ m1de

v

sol questioned

When the wessel gol se= Chief Of3-
cer Osborme wWu at the crews gang-
way when Hall sta rted v¢m go ashore.
He recogilzed the mun s a fellow
who had crossd one BEdefore and

wanted toknow where he= was going.
“Uetting ashore,
man.

8Ir,” * said the

They are worn upside
In a paiated window om the

of Wesuminster palace to the com-
mlitee rooms an ipscription on a
swourd wielded by the “Black Prince”
has the words '*Prince of Whales.”
Again, in the fresco depicting the em-
barkation o©f the Pilgrim Fathers in
the corridor leading from the outer
lubby al 8t. Stephen’s to the House of

country, receive four and five doliars
per day. Carpenters and masons earn

while gas-fitters and plumbers re-
ceive sevem 1o ten dollars per day.
Even with tbese exireme prices the
labor supply 18 pot adequate and
,Chilian newspapers are indorsing the
action of congress in appropriating
$500,000 for the promotion of imni-
gration. The usual wage in Chile was

Osborne dic 1ot recgn2zo the man Wrds the Mayfower is shown to be(OFmerly $1.50 to §1.80 per day.

as a member o©f the crew In spite of
the word “'Fireman” garominently
disjlayed He questionesd him and
becsme assured that the~ man Was
the same fel3ov who r .ad crossed
once before ard gone asheore on the
plea that he wis an Amesrican citi-
ren The man wvas detai ned, and &
search of the ship's papess falled to
reveul a Hugh Hall asfireaman

A search brought to  light his
papers tssued by the B:1 tish Board
of Trade, and showing tkaat he was
an Englishman, and bore (o Lyoa,
Nortolk County, Emgland.

The crew of the Ame wican Line
stesmers slgn  articles in  New York
for the round trlp., Hall, <desiring to
malke the lrip across, ad  simply de-
pended on his guernses- and his
kncwledgeof thesea 1o mAxwith the
regular crew znd take 1 chance of
gettlng offund elected on € his side of
the Atlantie

Hall fs safd t be aconastant trav-
eler aithough withoul m oney He
shipped  from  london neal made 2
‘rip to  Austrelly, wher« he stayed
st tronths From the=r1v he re
turned to England oanb 1o mahe th
SicIhe 101D laler Once e ~shipjed oy
a2 Caleatts steane-r, e d v el
gea.l evenn port oy the «ather slde
o the w Ol bedfore renin g o bl
npative heeath He bras bee moul. ove,
tht. con rnont

Faowtdehnowidgre ol thaecoantr;

serval to impose npermn the  (mmilira
Hon o'ictals, arsdhe nolon I showed
faiastharits witka the e« in which he

o e, waus born but e Euentianed

the street where thal ewent took
place gnd evidened sich  a know-
ledge of Amertcesn affalrs  and loca-

tion: that he w as passed tFarough as
1 nutlive-born A merican

"l have sen almost ever ) country
in the world” hesatd 'l think my
pext tour wlll beto Eibet [am in-
teresied fno that country"”

A Real Bridad Coac b,

A bridal coach desigued
matrimony |

ting the ordlnary hacks wEth white

beart and costs §$1.800

It Is marcon and black wwith Bold and levering the block upon it with a

powder. It is belleved to have been !trlmmlngs. Theroare 'ven ty hearts

stand a Bcottish raid The bullets

found which contains lead it is cer-istart by vigorously visiting Justice truces of bismuth, arsenic and anti-

tain that it will wear out rapidly. It
is very difficult to obtaln scrap met-
als on the market which do not con-
tain lead. For this reason trolley
wheels must be manufagtured from
new metals.

A Problem in Boring.
Borings 1,000 feet deep in New
Orleans have encountered nothing
more solid than mud, sand and a lit-
tle thin clay, hence the problem of
making safe foundationsfor the plers

to be built across the Mississlppl
mear the city is a hard one for ensgi-

--nearing sciancs. - The -plers will rest
on timber caissons, each measuring
over 60x126 feet and 140 feet high,
The bottoms of these caissons will b3
170 feet below the surface of tha
river.

Smokeless Berlin.

The smokeless condition in Berlin
fs ascribed to the preponderant use
of smokeless fuel in the form of coke

construction of boiler furnaces and
chilmneys and finally to the high
standard of skill taught and enforced
among filremen who stoke furnaces
with coal for steam and other pur-
poses. Before a man can assume
such a charge in Berlin he must be
_ taught the theory and practice of

Demsnd for Foreign Butter.
Norwéglian butter is rapidly grow-
ing in popular favor, especilally in
¥England. In 1906 the amount ex-
_ported from Stavanger was 600,000
pounds, an increase of nearly 200,
000 pounds over 1904, and 325,000

. Brain. Workers Long Lived.
Braln workeérs are proved, by sta-
tiaties, to be long-lived. Five hun-
~dréd "and thikty eminent men and
wordEh were tkkeén as a basis, and
i#fr duration of life gives an aver-
of -about 6834 years. ‘
" .
.~ Changing His Naine.
y Arabi of Syris a.man

{selr alone.

nd_briguets, the skilltul. scientific)y

if8’ fikthe after the birth of
e PRONX.r 0f

eharge, .but never -succeded in con.

on the gullty.

But unfortunately for the new
monarch, it is-established beyoud a
chance of doubt that he knew in ad-
vance of the comtemplated descent
on the palace, and promised full
Inmunity should he become king,
to all who were concerned ia the
deed of blood.

‘It t8 sald that the miltary com-
mander who led the assault, forced
him to sign a paper to this effect.
Thus at the very start of hta reigno

he=was~compattot to perinlt Taidar | T roliey —Wires and -4 “Fire -

of the regicides to hold prom'nent
and ostentatious place at his court.

' Peter’s close asgoclation with this
regiclde quickly altenated from him
all the thrones of Europe. ‘‘Punish
the murderers,” sald the powers in
efftect. “*And we will uphold you."

Unable to do this, Peter saw him-
During the year be’ore
the murder of Alexander and Druga,
the Servian exports to Eagland were
valued at $200,000, and amount
which fell in the year of the tragedy
» ' A TF
following the diplomatie rupture
and the evidence that King Pcter
was unable to deal out justice, the
exports finally fell down to a paltry
$500. :

The chance of his son, Prince
George, ever mounting the throne i
small. There are several pretenders,
This son has been indirectly the
cause of much of the abuse cast upon
the ruler. A doctor who examined
the lad pronounced him a weakling,
who would be an easy victim for a
forceful woman. The woman In
the case was not long in appearing.
8he was an actress. Mademoisells
Dechanska. From all that is known
of the woman, she was entirely
blameless, gnd held a high place as
one of the best actresses at Roysl
Theater.

Resolved at all hazards to prevent
8 recurrence of this incldent. he or-
dered Mademoisslle Dechanika to
qui*. Belgrade. She did so and went
abroad. Shortly atter this she was
found murdered, and the suspicious
Servians immediately leaped to .he
damning conclusion that King Peter
hnd been the fustigator of her death.
The King vehemently denied the

JPONOr._

vilscing his people.

mouny. The gunpowder -is not granu-
'ated 1{ke that of the present day and
was evidently prepared by simply mix-
ing the ingredients.

proporiion Of the constituents cal-'
culated on the dry powder I8 practi-
cally identical with that of the black .
gunpowder of today; that is, niter, 75/
per cent; carbon, 16 per ceat, and sul- !
phur, 10 per cent.

The head of the fire department of
Rouen, France, has suggested to the
Mayor a nowvel project in the fire ex-
tinguishing service. Inasmuch as the

city Is traversed everywhere by the [May till the end of A ugust

electric street car wires it Is suggnst-l
ed that there should be provided
pumps, driven by dynamos, to take!
current by means of trolley hooks at-~ |
tached to the street car wires at the
nearest point to the fire. The ad—s
vantages are seen at a glance. The
s wnlimited;. . the.. . motox
strength on a 6500-volt circuit could
do anything with a stream of water.
No engines would have to be kept go-
ifng, and the machinery would be
smaller than the great mase of metal
that has to be dragged to the scene
of a fire,

Weird Wedding Dress.

Members of the M’jiji tribe, who
live on the L.impopo river, in Africa,
wear an extreordinary marriage dress.
This wierd and uncomfortabie look-
ing costume is made entirely of split
reeds, fastened together with grass,
and the unhappy bachelor who con-
templates matrimony i{s compelled to
wear {t for three golid months before
the happy ewvent takes place, mean-
while leading a life of strict seclusion.

Don’t Want Lemons.

It seems to be a solemn fact that &
certain populmr expression is hurting
the lemon trade. Whereas there was
formerly no more hesitation about
asking for & lemon than for any other
kind of fruit people acquainted with
the vermacular now pass on and buy
some other variety. At least m0 sy
some of the Qeiers. . -

[

Eand
rear springs Thelamaps whaich have|

an Atlantie City lotel, aaidR, as the

| 1werded, o whick I8 weute I Berlin,

ion the vehicle, fnclud ing el gmzht he“"'blauhcmllh works his bellows. "

joining to flormlag the & ashboard

two more <ropping oumt of the

eslectric 1ights tmside, are each sur-
movried by a €upid with his bow
and wrrow. The wood camrving is
especially beautiful.

The coach is wpholsmtertd in cream

cluster of calla Rilles in the heart of
wvhich are conceralsd red, w- hite and
blue electric lights.

Oysters In May,
Rear Adniral Buhler, lun-ching at

vaiter broyght. hima. Litt e .neelk.
clams, that he wwas sorry tkme oyster
168800 Was over.

“I prefer oysten to clamss, but of
course,” he smid, "l obey them rule of
R striclly, and from the begk nning of
| never
touch an oyster.

"*No wise persou will eat smn qyster
after the first of May.”’

*“One afternoomn at about € hils time
n the month of Miy, = man entered
a restaurant, and the wallex recom-
mended the oysters to him.

The man started in surpri=e.

FTAOTEtETSET He iald . But oysters
are not considersd good (n this
month’

* ‘I know, sir,” suasweroed t-he walit-
er, ‘but thess are left over £xrom last
month.'"”

Lions Becomaing Enteresaged,
Lions of East Africa are beecoming
greatly interested In raflwazy opera-
tlons. The Ugamda railroadt has 39
small stations i the 580 m—iles be-
twveen the Indlan oceam and Victoria

Nyanza, and in thhelast year the ani-
mals have freQuaently visite=d these
lonely places, especially Siniba,

which has only a station tullding,
wvith a water tank and 3 st detrack.
Ono lion passed several sumccessive
nights at the Simabs station, walking
about, scratching at the offlkce door
and sleeping on €the platiormm,

Convertinyg Hebrows. ..

Converasions of Hebrews twd Chris-
tlanity have Increaswed lately in Ger-
many, ‘sand,” says sn exchange. “the
indications are that tihe numuber of
converts will grow.” A statisticia:
has dlscoversd €hit the lowss thus
sustained by the Hebrews s <ounter
balanced to some extent by» Chris
tiang golag .ever tolJudiaim. - In the
yar 1906 52  sich (wess wersy

Plitston, Pa ., and to. Bumerous
‘do awny wilh tho cusston oet decora-, Wouoden block is about 24 inches long|

tformed- feet - amd black teetl. A gifl

holsting the unlon jack—a flag which
did not come Into existence until over
50 years after the days of the May-
flower,

The Hexagonal Cells of Honeycomb.
Honeybees are generally credited

with instinctive skill In making the
culls of the comb hexagonal in shape,
but it is probvable that this construc-
. ton Is merely the ordinary result of
mechanical laws. Solitary bees always
make cireular cells, and the bees in a

Kissing the Pope’s Toe.

The custom of kissing the feet of
-persons whom it was desired to bonor
|joriginated with the ancients. The
‘people of Oriental nations used to
iluﬁs the hands and feet or hems of
itbe clothes of the persons they wished
ito show respect for.

The ancien! Egyplans got this cus-
tom from the Assyrians, and later the
‘Greeks adopted the habit from the-
'Egyptians. The Romans followed the

hive nuv doubt make them clrcular'(}meks' and then Pontifex Maximus
also, bul mechankcal pressure forces 8d Ris great toe kissed oy celebrities.

them (nto a hexagonal form. A wall
knuwn naturalist, in speaking of tne
watter says that all cylinders mad« of
suft, pllable substances become hexa-
goral under such clrcumstances.

The Bore of Guns.
To the word 'boure,” when used to
ted the gauge uf a sholgun, theie at-
Liches an tnteresting bit of hitmory

Iu the days when rifle balls weis
sphertial and ilobg  «yllndrical, conl
vl eaded bualle's and  rie Lar - els
wetg uudreamed  of,  the  gunsiniti
adiopted a  curtuus but  convenie at
e Led ol desiguating the gauge u-
digiue "er ol the bure He expressed 1°
Ly stating hiow many bullets of the
<17 that would it & particular wus-
aelb woull o to mahke 8 pound 1 hus
alv hore mushel would be one of sudch
4 bore that 1o of ity bullets woald
g to make a pound, welgat a 1o-

Lolr gaun would be une whose bul.ety
would run 16 to & pound. and su un
Hewce, the anomaly that the larger
denumivation musket has the smaller
bure.

Printing in Thibet.

(ireat printlng works are estab-;
lished at Nartang. in Thibet. A trav-
eler says “"There are thousands and
'thousands of blocks at Nartang, com-:

to boom WPrlsing matter in type equivalent Loi

different volumes. Each

"by 12 inches wide, one face having
The method of printing is
primitive in the extreme and conelsts
of laying the paper on a flat surface
the

‘long handle, much as

village '

Carl Schurz Memorial.
A “Carl 8churz memorial proféssor.
8hip” i3 to be established at the Unmi-
(versity of Wisconsin as a result of
the muovement recently started in M1l-
waukee by a number of prominent
German-Americans. The plan is to

lectures to be given by prominent
professors of German unlversities

Evolution of the Bath.

In a gulde to etiquette published
early in the last century the writer
says that “soap does mnot irritate the
tomplexfon: some of the finest com-
plexions we have known have been
regularlty washed with soap every
day"” The same authority remarks
that “‘the daily bath is now the rule
rather than the exception, and com-
mon sense has triumphed over the de-
cision that washing was injurious.”

Fastidioug Bridegrooms.
The natives of the Sandwich Is-

The Chinese require them to have de-

must be tottooed sky-blue and wear a
nose ring to satisfy a South Sea
Islander. Certain African princes re-
quire their brides to have their teeth
filed into the semblance of a saw.

Planos Wil Be Pink.

A newly imported wood, for use in
high-class cabinet and piano work, 18
the Tasmanlan myrtle, described by
the Timber Trades Journal or Londan.
1t is of a rich pink color, moderately
hard and very close grained, taking
a good finish and working well and
smooothly.

Trousers Won.

QGeneral Von Pitreich, who will take
the place of Count Beck at the head ot
the general staff of Austria, is the
second war minister on whom this
honor has been conferred. The first
was General von John, who is remem-
bered in Austrian military circles be-
cause of the remark which he made
at a mépthig of the Bquipment Board.
He sald: “I cannot be successtul with
one palr of trousers.”” The question
under discussion was whether the
enlisted men should be supplied with
one of two pairs, and he won for the
#roatsr number by his short agreech,

RN

¢

"fracture known to quarrymen.

‘ | head.
ycolored velours fnismhel wwith old|raise an endowment of $50,000, the|ped {s sometimes considered inciined

[t contains about gold buttons with two wts of wat- income of which will be used for the,
one per cent of molsture and thelered slik curtaims, and over Baoad 18 aiestablishment of an annual course of

lands estimate women by their weight.|

‘The toe of the Sultan of Turkey is
kissed by subjects of high rank.
Those of more lowly pcesiion are
merely allowed to touch the fringe of
his garment to thelr ..ps, and the
puorest classes must be content to
make a low obelsance in his presunce,

Discovery of Gunpowder.

The Chinese have lung been credit-
ed with the {mention of gunpuwder.
but Prufessor E () Von | ippmann, of
Halle. has coliected «vidence to indi-
cate that this is a mistake and that

the Arablans did not asx commonly
stated. introduce gunpowder into Eu-
rope  during the eizhth and mninth
cert g fes Professc1 Von Lippmann

belseves that the manufacture of the
first cunpowder was based ypon tha
“Fire toole of Marous Graecus, which
appeared 1 Canstantineple about the
middle of the thirteenth century
This was the source from which
Roger Bacon, Altertus Magnus and
Thomas Agquinas deried their knowl-
edge of gunpowder The first use of
gunpowder to drive projectiles i> as-
cribed to a monk, Berthold Schwarz,
whose discovery was made accident-
ally while preparing the mixture for
medicinal purposes

Cracks in Building Stone.

Almost everybody knows tne rule of
the masons that stone used in build-
lni should be so placed that it will
lie as it lay in its natural bed when
quarrted. But Francis W. Hoyt, in
the Engineering News, says that this
familiar rule is not always to be de-
pended upon and needs In many cases
to be supplemented with other pre-
cautions. There are three planes of
The
“rift”" {8 the direction {n which the
stone splits most easily, the "grain”
that which Is next easiest; the “head”
that which offers the greatest resist-
ance. In a paving biock the two sides
represent the rift fracture, the top
and bottom the grain and the ends the
But in a quarry we natural

to the plane of the rift; hence the
imperfection of the ordinary rule for
placing the stone in building.

Early Worship in Australia.
The first place of worship in West-
ert Australia was unique In two re-
spects—the materials of which it was

‘built amd also the several .purposes to . - -

which it was devoted. This remark-
able building was made at Perth by
soldiers shortly after their first ar-
rival ini 1829 and was composed al-
most entirely of bullrushes. In addi-
tion to its use on Sundays for divine
worship it occaslomally served as an
amateur theatre in the week and dur-
ing the whole time as a barracks.

London’'s Unclean Food.

At the annual meeting of the In-
Sorporated Soclety .of Medical Officers
of Health in London, Dr. Newman, a
borough medical officer, sald there was
evidence that the existence of much
unclean and unwholesome preparation
of food was by no means confined to
America. Even in London he had
come across tvberculosis germs being
put into sausages, diseased horseflesh
into potted meat and decomposing ani-
mal matter into potted salmon and
shrimp. .

“Absence Habit” in the Army.

The “absence habit” is a menace to
the United States army. This is the
staternent made by Brigadier General
Bubb, commanding the Department of
Dakota, in his annual report. He calls
attention to the great number of off-
cers now absent from their regiments
and says that the number is steadily
incassing from year to year.

Soap a Century Old.

Soap has been in use for 3,000
years and is twice mentioned in the
Bible. A few years ago, a soap bofl-
ér's shop was discovered in Pompeil,
having been buried beneath the ter
rible rain of ashes that fell upon that
city in the year 79 A. D. The soap
found In the zhop hrd not lost its
sfficacy, sithough it had beem buri
1800 yesrs. - . :
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