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‘We were stationed at the
<lty of Kichiner.

the life of an officer of the

Theory and drin2
~ dinner at the qua
mandant or at a

houge in Kichin

auother's quarters, where we
nothing except uniforms.

There was one clvilian among ua.
¥le was but 35 years old and we all
accorded him the respect due to his
age. His expertence gave him a
Breat advanta,
Bis stern, gloomy dis

. etustiec mode of ex
fmpression on our

Ie; he scemed to be a Russian,
but hts name was foreign. He had

ormerly served in the Hussars, but|
without honor: no one knew what|
had induced him to resign and come',
to reside in this little city w
1ed a itfe which was at the 8a
frugal and extravagant. He
went about on foot, wearing a
threadbare black coat, but his table
Was open to ell the oficers of our
régiment. The dinners consisted of
a flew dishes prepared by a retired
seldier, but champagne flowed like a
river. No one knew the amount of
his income and po one dared ask

him.

His chief exercise wag shooting;
the walls of his room wers
honeycombed with buliet hples.
valuable collection of pistals consti-
tuted the sole luxary of the shabby
masanka in which he lved. He had
acquired marvelous skill: {f he pro-
poséd to shoot the pompon from any
of our kepis, not ome of u

A mystery enveloped

have hesitated to offer his head.

Our conversation frequently turned

on the subject of duelling. 8yl

(the name by which I shall call him)
never took part in it on these ocea-!
sions When asked whether he had'
ever engaged in a duel, he replied
that he had, without entering lnto'
apy detalls; it was evident that suchiworthless as it is, I should never
questions were disagreeable to him.!
We all fancied that he had on his’
conscience the remembrance of his,

deadly skill.

our regiment dined with Sylvie. We'
drank heavily, as usual. After din.!
ner we asked out host to be our
banker &t play. At first he refused, .

having never gambled. Finally,

took the cards, threw down fifty du-
cats on the table and sat dow
hold the stakes.

.......

small
Every one kuows

iz the morning;
rters of the com-
Jewish fin: punch
atd ecards in the evening. Not a
eV was open to uys.
‘We held our social gatherings at ,unei sald

position and his
presaion made a|

fairly H

& and

wWas

E reached the house
&t the appointed hour
the other ofMicers al

8 would' got
f irun

, ! 5‘;3;”’ others for Jetters and Dg

i their contents mmm

B the reat. Sylvie had bis letter

i dreasid o< our i '

y| regularly for
¥as Kandéd

rand said gently: “I want to
with you alope.”
I remained. We sat down and sl
ently lighted our pipes. He was In
{n fev~ . 3
srish guyoty being vislble, His paie|127 15 the small Hamiet of the di
‘ace and blazing eyes, seen t : constant]
the dense smoke,
ke a veritable demon."
After a few moments had passed
ne broke the silence. , oy
“It Is quite possible that we shall
1ever see each other again,” he sall;
i ‘before leaving you I should like to
{ 33plain some things to you. Yonji ™™ el , ~ Goms
have doubtless noticed haw littls T "“;;"‘“ could remember had bem
:are for the gpiniqus of others; with }}9!4 o¥er and qver
+01 9t is different. I lke you, and it
A | would be painful to me to leave un-
t di i mi .” . i W
"o anest and ocoapted mimeci|Ived 00 It sloner ahs Bk By racer| 7 Wr heed. svesy
with plpe. Isat looking down on the
floor.
You thought it strange that I dig R W ool pd - A Vorre X
dltlmm,zxdg sat!afactlg: of ‘that the countess was coming with her| .- The ek, ot 's onyour
ken officer. You knew that, hav-
jIng the cholce of arms, I should hold

here he!, setlous mood, n
me time|

always

. ‘ : r“ Ja& ) :,
watching him,

; ?»'»,:.5: i, :zv‘w

time. I shall expect you, t00,” he ¢he person in question is, T am
raing to me, “do not fail to

the others, Sylvie selzed my hand[Sylvie pressed my hand and we

vie his ¥ife in my hands, while mine

to lle
without

have forgiven him.”

I looked at him fn amazement;
1such a confession overwhelmed me,
! He continued:
One day about a dozen officers of, *“To tell the truth, I have not the
right to expose myself to death. Six
ryears ago I was struck in the face
and my enexy is still alive.”

My ocuriosity was now keenly ex.

he ¢fted.

We gathered around him, and, ven

soon the sport became animated,
During the game Sylvle preserved an
sllence, not making the
We at once’

absolute

slightest observation.
noticed this and allowed him to pro-
ceed in his own fashion. Among us!
was an officer who had recently beenigp
transferred to Kichinev. In
course of the game he carele

snd, as usual,

explanations.

sidered wrong.

barely succeeded In dodging it.

We were all dumb with amaze-
ment. Bylvie rose, pale with tury,
his eyes shining, and_sald to the.of-
“Yender! “Léave” at once, sir, and
thank heaven that this
fr my house.”

We had not the ieast doubt as to
what the consequence of the affatr
would be; we all considered our new
comrade a dead man. The office
left, declaring his readiness to glve
satisfaction to the banker. The game
continued for a time; but we felt
that our host had lost his interest.
‘We soon took our leave and separa-
ted afler exchanging a few remarks.

The next day at drill, we were
wondering whether the lleutex}ant_

~wis "Bt aYive WHed Hé appeared

our midst.

same question:;
had heard nothing from Sylvie.
We sald to one another in aston-
ishment: *“Can it be possible that
Sylvie does not Intend to fight?”
He did not fight:
himself with a brief explanation in-
stead. This affair lowered him great-
1y in our estimation. A lack of cour-
age is the last thing yYoung men can
pardon, accustomed as they are to
eonsidering bravery the chlef qual-
ity a man can possess, one that ex-
cuses him for all other f
degrees, however, everything was
forgotten, and Sylvie regained his
former prestige. .
But after that unfortunate even-
ing, the idea that his honor had been
stained and had not been clennsod
haunted me and prevenied me_ from,
tréatfig him “with my  former cor-
dislity. He was too shrewd and ex:
perienced not to notice this and di-
vine its cause. He seemed pafffed,
and I noticed that on several ocea.
sions he tried to converse with me;
I always went away, and thus avold-
ed any explanation. .
?Mbltanta of large towns havs
-+ Boidex of many sensations which are
 fhmilldr to thote -who Hve fn  vil.
* " lages, such ms walting for the mall,
JRor lostance, Tuesday and Fridays,
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has happened

in
We all asked him the
he replled that he

he contented

aults. By

would not be endangered. I might
tlalm honor for my moderation and
my magnanimity, but 1 do not wish
If I could have punished him

exposing my own life,

“S8o you did not fight. Circum
B to!stances doubtless separated you.”

We fought, and here is the sou-

ir of the duel.”
He Tose, and opening-a box took
from £t a re@ hat with giit-trimmings.
He put It on and I could see that it
was plerced with a hole just above
.the rim,.
“You know I once served In g hus-
e r regiment. My disposition fs alse
the well known to you. I am accusto . s = vk sedabi
ssly,t,oe leading; in )['ny yOUnge(:- ‘:]l:lsys'mnelg & very heantiful woman; the count m.n" ‘lh?\'; m? youurmxl:tyn ' at
o he desire for domination amounted to a|Presented me; I tried to affect ease, fear, and 1have olx;gq i oti siod;
Violence was the fashion/but the greater my effort, the greit.le; that i enough; I am el
I was the worst subject {n|er did my embarrassment become. To| ! ‘vdll;leave you- with your
give me time to collect myself, they|science.”

duels fn

oble
d on!Never
Ivle, wholgressive

halk,'passion.

marked dowp & sum then, and
indicated by the number of corners!
bent over. Thinktng the banker was'
mistaken, the officer began makingit
Sylvie made no reply.
Losing his temper, the man took the
brush and effaced the figure he con-
8ylvie at once re-
Dlaced it. Excited by wine, play and:

the smiles of his comrades the officer g
saw in this a deadly insult. Selzing
& copper candlestick which stoo
the table, he threw it at Sy

the army. There were nothing but
our regiment, and I-always
took part in them, either as a par-
ticipant or as a second. My comrades
{adored asd my superior officers, who
were

llooked

]was In great danger. Dazzled by my
splendor, he tried to win my friend-; ‘ ) repsled pe Ry i
Ship; I recelved him coldly and.hejremarkable *shot, ' “Do you - ilioot
Hotl. e In-amger. 1 . now-began-te Wl PR

hate him. His success in the regi- ., TR i gn
ment and among women plunged me|Welng the conversation turn .
In despalr. I trled to quarrel with
him; he met my epigrams with more
cutting ohes in the style of jests, re-
fusing to take me seriously. One
T night at a ball given by a Polish

upon me a8 A necessary evil.
“1 was pencefully enjoying my
me, when a‘young man of rich and:
family ontered our regiment.
in my life had I seen subh ag-

happiness. My supremacy

-
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and, s he ranj:ome’™
through the contents, his e fairly
Y# blmzed. _After "he had finii :
ne.| turned to us and sald: “Gentlemes,

I am corpelled hy gircumstances t : % Trom Moscoy
 tike & kﬂ‘ag Journey. Y must Waye person in qiieation was
to-nijght, a

ibed, . Jae/and handed it 1o me to &
to/wrote to him from M

d 3 hape you will yot/mairyh beautitsl young woman,
refuse to dine with me for the jsst “Yoliean xiuess,” said Byivle, ““w)

that evening
and found al}!

ready present,
His trunks were all packed;

1nothing was to be seen on the
¢ over us; moreover,| walls aexcept bullet holes.

down at the table.

and hat down on the

made him sappéar

other, while I walked about Tooking|pRusing .
at the books and pictures. As I know|at thé pleture niy bullet-had p
little about painting, one glctm :ﬁagl‘ﬁ n:‘t the hote

t1 ,jonly attracted my attentfon. . t rep.| A king mim, 3
00 1m0 n8 & e nDEed resented some views of Switserlynd. My domestics:
It was not the plcture which . struck |Mm:  H
me, but the fact that the canvas was
plerced by two bullet holes in almost)
the identical spot. o I

marked to the count,

- “Passabiy,” I raplied,

"At thirty paces, I should not expsct
to miss a card,” -

with an alr of marked attentiom. |k i
farmer, beside myself at seeing him|"
the object of the attention of the
ladies, especially of the mistress of}husband.
the house, whom I fancled, I whis-
pered a coarse remark in his ear. He
turned around and slapped me on the
cheek.

' : . 8 ¥
well?” she inguired, turning £o her |ihe Britlsh i trie; but w

the count. “I was not & bad. shot|man‘s iteps {inth |
once; but I have not touched a phtol. vos . goded tor des

T ﬁ'k A
He took a letter from his potketl
4. Ron

hout

to Moscow.. .\We wiil.yen whether oy
{the‘eve of°his marriage he will e

b

death ‘with the same indifference as|mam
before, with: his chorries” |
At thess wor

threw’
d"berpn Pac-
X

L’ ‘ ;
Sereral years passed away. Fam-i
Uy affairs campelled ma to settle

}»en 0 cfcttt.-,,'r-.mg_wm‘ “The = 100k Aimz |

ong evenings of winter and spri oo T A

weighed upon me -espéeciably: T- ﬂ?: Nd% A Lhopght ol “ay
know what' 1o do with myalt, | (Flsttful moment

The few books -found .in the cloats | dxorped &

aAnd the garret were 2000 lsarned by Frasl -Ehis

heart. All' thé ‘storfes m¥y homwn

Four miles from my habltation]!i¥e mxurder
wsa & valuahle ﬁi&té.“'belrml?r lof$t0 12 over agatn, We
jthe Caunfess B, “Her. orarseer|Dd¥ 10t Who In to fire firme:

,,,,,,,

but once for & month, soon after her|fWsed,  Finally, wra lomded

marriage. The second ‘yewr of my[PEstpl and put two tiokets In & b
bermit Hfe the rumor spread that J‘Elfg“ 1 drew aumnber one,

4

artived tn Tumer e T T sl
The advent of important netgh.| I ¥o-not know how' I wes

bors s quite an event in the raral| Pemukded, but [ trled firit-and- i
nolghborhoods. It i3 talked of forjthal pictuie. Then Bylwle was
months before and for years atter|bl® 0 logk upouy he aimed &
wards. As for myself, 1 wiil confes|Sudionly thé door opened; -
that the comlug of a young and|Fisted inand threw
boautlful ~ woman interosted me|mRCk welith n soremm,
greatly; I was anxious. to ses her; h_g sook AWRY }?x L
the first Sunday after their anival, I} - ““M¥ darIng/ ¥ exo
went to call on thelr highnemes as|YOR 12€ that weo are.
their nemrest nelghbor and most gnyzat;ﬁght ed you areY (
humble servant, - BIASN ;

A lackey ustered me fnto the/mRA 1wl frese

count's study, then:went.to.announes|C0Mrike to you!

me. ‘The spacious ap AL 4
luxariously "futnixhpd;. agcaptomed |

&1 1 had been for a long time to tle|She N
sight of anything llke luxiry, I loat|-
my couraxe and tremblingly await.|T®
ed the count's comlng, | = < |Just
The door at’ last opemed, and [ ‘ﬂn
Kood-looking ‘man of about - thirty.|little
two entered.. It was the count; he| He T
greeted me In a cordfal, aftible .| Bbe.thoe !
ner. We sat down and his emsy con.| “ ‘Rive at once, Mag
versation soon reassured me. 1 had|tirely bealle myselt;
nearly regained my composure when|tease torturing & poor

the entrance of the cousitess plinged|YOU fre- ofmot?'s v - '~
me nto fresh confusion. She was| ‘*'l will.not! replled. the &

1je Tvi B (o e

£ on {he threhold; he

gdressed I TeIMATKS D each )
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“That was a good shot* .

“Yes,” he replied; “it way & ve

rartion, O
with which ™I wa¥ “femilllar

*“Indeed!” exclajmed the ¢ouint

Do you think you could do as{several yexm, "That 1:5" '
| | [rether too Hile- concarnitg th
“I am sure I could not,” veplled ful esnmesy that d :

We drew our swords; the|for four years." | Burr Killed Alsxunger

L yomen. falnted; wo were.separatedis
but that véry night we met in a duel.
“It was barely daylight; I was on
the spot designated early with my
three seconds, waiting for my adver-|!
sary with an Inexplicable impatience.
“Finally 1 saw him approaching,
sccompanied by 2 single.muan, He
came forward slowiy, holding his|
hat, which was full of wild cherries. |2
The seconds measured off’ twelve
feet. I way to fire firat; I trembled so
in my anger that I doubted the
steddiness of my hand; to gain timeip!
to collect myself, 1 offered him niy
turn. He refused to take it, and we
finally dedlded to settle it by lot.
Fate waz on the side of this favorite
of happiness. He fired, and the byl
let passed through my hat. )
“It was now my turn. His life was
at last in my hands. I looked at him
searchingly, trying to Jdiscover »
trace of fear. in his countensnce.. Bytuc :
He stood there at the very month of|¥ou know him, too?”
my revolver, selecting ripe cherries 1 kn i th
and spitting out the pitur~yhieis§ney he never' tell you of & certalh skngusl e
up to my very Leet. . <0 . ’ :

" ‘What Is the use,’ I thought, ‘of . ‘
taking his life, when he values it so|ball from an fmpudent tellow 2. .
Hghtly?’ ‘ -
“An evil thought passed through “He

G

F-<S2n-that-case; T-would-wipet that 1
you would miss at even twenty{lnton
paces; it requires dafly practice:toWould Purr ha
be able to shoot well, The best shotHamislioln the s3nnér™ Bu
regularly,”

the count, :
countess, but I am tening‘t,pq; Ty
~—he would exclalm: ‘My t
Koazeka!® Kouzeka would bring ¢
the wall”" .

What was the ‘man’s name?"”

"Sylvie.” ) ihelr Emportance as miarkeéts
"Sylvie!” exclaimed the count, rlg..ﬂ ducts’ of thie Unfted Statey,
Ing abraptly. “Did you know. himy* Kinglotn i-thelnrist

dar affair?”

ever knew practicedl “every day fmonstor ‘Those who

: ‘ S pwors. the oney ‘who,l

"“How well could he shoot?” ask ¥Th vam no lawyer of-
* iandesd sucH

“*This was how. wall, “When h
fty on the wall—you are smiljn

stol and he wpuld bury the fiy {n Netbrarlueras i Bttt “RiEh
ditong the wnallest of the Furbpean:
countries, rank next to the Unifed,

Kingdom, Germxany, and France Jn : s "

“That was indeed marveXiony.
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“Yes, 1 knew him too well, | iﬂ

trofh
Ty actieslly $92,000,00
"About a blow he recelved & L0 ) 1’3%5{ ]

i
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“Did ié tghtion Koy Haer o
. o :‘d“d"“notn PR

my brain. 1Jowered my revoiver,., . tr
.. ¢ ‘This. fa not the time k you?

1 841 “Youi seem'anxious o £
breakfact suf I do.n0t care to: presil;
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