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.start on its return tripgCin an hour

~ «ddraft.'I was a little curious as to.thei

fion sonth of Salinas Croming

8oledad is called—to San Luls
QObispo, to draw fifteen hundred dol-
lars'from the bank. I rode into Jim
Low's, and leaving my horse thers,

boarded the south-bound stage f
8an Lauis.

The rivers were running pretty high
that spring. However, we got to the
where we
«changed horses, took dinner, and
There was however,
one more river to cross the Nacim-
fento, lying between the Pleito and
I happened to be the
-only passenger {n the stage that trip,
and while the driver and myself were

Pleito ranch all right,

again started.

San Miguel.

discussing risking the passdge,

rancher who lived close by the riv-
er advised us not to try it, as his
own wagon had been nearly carried
down the stream that morning. He
added that if we liked, we could paut
As there
the
freshet would go down before morn-

up at his place all night.

‘'was every probability that

ing. we decided to do so.

“We shall have to pay, though,
said the driver to me with & wink as
he turned his leaders from the bank,
too—mind
Old Willtamg ig a hard one.
I've got stalled here once or twice
before. It's just nuts for the old man
to ketch the stage in a tight place™

Old Wlilliam's parstmony was the
talk of the country side, #lthough
was worth
many thousand dollars in cash bi-

“and pretty roundly,
that.

rumor had it that he

-aides herds of cattle.

When supper was called we were
received by our host’'s wife, a woman
of about forty, who had been doing
the cooking. Mrs. Willlams’s conver-
sation and demeanor, too. were coar-!
teous and pleasant, though one coult:l]box

character.

" At about the end of winter, I had:
to make & trip from the neighbor-
hood of Jim Low's—ss the hext sta-

whhky drammner and myself

at

ever. As the horsés p!uhed ot " o

or

rug, and was snoring heavily.

however, before a female figure,

& ner.

“] saw ve,

fool me.
me, you old whelp, but wait a bit—'

distance.

supper.
Half

,ain’t what I'm

After supper we wers shown thelon the road, you galoots inside, an’

sleeping apartment, on the secon
story.

all, for Old Wllliams's ranch

At each side of the room yy,p, ¢

were spread six camp beds, twelve in cally, evidently addressing old Will-
had |ams, who had shrunk back into his|

d pe quick sbout It,
continued the volce,

been the supper stopping place of! ‘corner dead with terror.

th~ up stage some years before.
had not slept long belore 1

tion wall
“Marthy,"”
man Willlams, '] tell you I kain’
afford It You'll ruin me with you
extravagances. What with
house bills, an’ your dross bills,
your galllvantin® about,

dred dollars for a trip to Frisco!.
W h) you must be crazy!
“It's you that craazy,
hunks,”
scornful tones;

you

life, an’ get no good out of {t?
goin’

can just bet
an’ not a cent less
a rag fit to be seen lo-
thege six years, an’
to stand it no longer.”

"1 see It all, Marthy."
man Willilams;

know {t. Now look a-here, Marthy

there’s $400, as you know, nes’ry to crous that wo other three passengers
meet that little bill of Baxter's for.gpnd the driver burst into a roar of

My stagin’ back' laughter.
forrud, $26 each way--that'sifor my. purse,

fifty. Two days In town, $2—kain’t! pefore me, and with o low bow and
do it a cent less 'cept Baxter treats— benignant smile, tendered his

that las’ bit o’ land.
an’
them cities is orful 'xpensive.

want five hundred more for nothin’
at all!"' Here the old man groaned.

“Nothin' or no nothin',” repifed
Mrs. Willilams decisive]y “I'm goin’

to hev it. Don’t you forget that.”

*“*Well, well, Marthy,” said the old
man, after a pause, in what was evi-| turning to her huasband, “you’ll ind

dently meant for a soothing and rol-
Hfying key, “‘you was allus a good
gal. I'll see what kin be done.
Them banks in San Luis is orful
<lose, though. You mustn’t 'spect too
much.”

“Don't give me none 0’ yo
“’“r@joine“d “HI§© better-half
sternly; “‘you tried that once afore,
an' if you go for to try it agin, you’ll
try it once too often. Mind what ['m
a-tellin’ ye.”

After this the voices cessed, and I
managed to fall asleep.

Next morning we found the river
had gone down, and after paying our
bills—which were certainly pretty
steep—we resumed our journey at
daybreak with another passenger in
the person of old mgn William.

“No foolin’ now, 8, shouted his
dame, as we drove out of the yard;
“five hundred or nothin'."

‘““Aye, aye, Marthy,” replied her
spouse; “I'll be back to-morrow
evenin’.

Well, we got into San Luis with-
out further mishap about noon. In
order not to delay the passengers
who had arrived from Santa Bar-
bara and southern points the night
before, it was decided that as we had
lost half a day, the same atage would}y

* e

As the only business I had to do was
to draw money, I was ready. While
4n the bank getting my coin,old Will-
Jams came in and also made out a

amount, and noticed that the clerk
wounted out just four hqndmd and
ntty-tvo dolars.

At 1'o'clock we left San Luil“tlk-

¢ :ingutuhmtamumthn

was placrity.
awakened Some persons were talk- such circumstandes.

ing on the other slde of the partf-igepict our astonlshment when we

old:
replied the fenmle voice in
“{t's six vears since’
I've been to anywheres but San Luis.
Do you think I'm agoin’ to toll and
slave to make money for you all my
I'm,
to 'Frisco to spend a month
with my sister, an’ I'm not agoin’ to
be laughed at when I gel there, you
Five hundred do'lars
\Why.! haln't got
-hain’t had,
I d@on't propose-

rejoined old my witness.”
“it's all beca'se I've,

got to go to the bay that you want to,them gents. They know ye're good
g0 too. But mine’s bizness, an' you|for.it,"” returned his obdurate spouse.

‘| out without any good reason. I have

1, We obeyed the injunction with
People always do under

But who shall

1gaw that this daring road agent who

sa‘d the voice of old pha4 stopped us was a woman, and

U sti)} more to my surprise [ saw it was
T nelther more or less than Mrs. Will-

)Ourl ms
an

“Hold up yer hands, gents,” said

an' your-ou,. captor, quietly; “tain’t you I'm
trips to town, I'm s'prigsed you should. ‘gfter; it's

dream of such a thing Five hun-’

you, ye good for nothin’
nincompoop' she continued, ad-
dresslng her husband, as she covered
"him with the shotgun. *‘Jest shell
out that money ye got to-day at the
bank—all-——every cent of it.”

With trembling hand old Williams
‘drew from lls breast an old leather
pocketbook, and handed it to his
spouse who opened it and glanced at
the contents, still keeping the gun
levalled in our direction.

The whole situatton was so 1u1di-
crous she sald slowly, after &4 care-

"the terror stricken man, ‘‘as God's

“Well, ye kin borrow it off some of
, The whole situaation was so ludi-
1 immediately reached

but the colonel was

The

Now! woman accepted it with; the'utmostivas divided..lnto four WW
.-there's $452 got to be pald. ‘An>youlgpavIey, and took from ft two twen-

ties, a five, and three dollars in sll-
ver,

“This,”” she suid solemnly, as she
returned the purse, ‘““Is a loan to the
old man. Nevet fear. He'll pay. I'll
make him. Now, 8{’’ she continued,

!my hoss tethered over thar. Git on
| his back an’” go to San Luis for 1ninre
money. I'm goin® to Frisco in this
ver stage if, them gents has no ob-
jections. I'll meet you up thar.”

We, gallantly, simultaneously,
&ndm unﬂ:mmtmﬁly agsured-.her . we!
had none. Two minutes afterward
we were bowling along merrfly again
as 1f nothing had happened. Mrs.
Williams was the lion. or rather the
lioness, of that trip. She had, of
course, mouuted on horseback after
the stage passed the ranch, with the
intention of overtaking us while we
were taking supper at the Pleito.
which she did, with the above result.

None of us, I think, ever gave the
business away, not even the colonel,
though he rellshed the joke hugely.
Few people care to confess that they
have been stood up by a woman.—
San Francisco Argonaut.

A Duel That Was Not Fought,

Apropos of the duel between Gen-
eral Andre and Genreal Negrier, Pa-
risians are recalling the effactive;
manner in which a statesman of jong
ago replied tothe challenge of an {l-
literate bully. The statesman re-
| eponded with the following letter:
“Pear Sir—You have called me

therefore, the choice of weapons. 1
choose the spelling book and yon are
& dead man.” e duel was never
fought.”

A London furniture dealer whe

commitied wuxlcide the -other dayTaft

s ioté éxplafiing that He hid- ﬁm
“ I- Mﬂ of Nﬁ had as

| the weathér was cold, we all ;ot -
gk side the comeh. By the time we i

to Sam Miguel 1t wés quite dark, snd
as we apprmhag the Nacimientor
river, about an hour stterward, I no
ticed that old Willlams® trepldation,
which had been noticexble for soine
time paxt, becmne more apparent than

the stream on the farther hank, I re.
marked that the oid man had retired
"into the farthest corner of the coudh,
had muffled his head in a travelling

As soon as we gatned Airm ground
the driver whipped up and the stage
bowled psst the approach to ol
Willlams’ house at a lively pace, Not,
in
whom by the coach lantern I recog-
nized Mrs Witllams, had looked into
the stage and detected her recreant
spouse, muyffte@ as he was, in the con

Si,"” she shouted aftsy
us, as wé bowled along; “yet can't
[ thought ye'd try to play

the rest of her speedh was lost in the

From the Nacimiento Crossinx to
the Pleito Ranch is some ten miles,
and here the northbound stage in
these days always stopped to change
hordes and let the passengers esat

an hour afterward. we re-

Never nind throwin’ down the

h . Jim,* shouted a vaice which !
3ee she was a woman of determined\tanded I had heard before; ‘‘that

after. Come, plle ‘out

‘ful scrutiny; “I thought so! ye're
forty-elght dollars short. Hain't ye)
got no more?”

*Not a cont, Marthy.” returned

o o i

of the tendrils and hairs on plants, a

the coxmclusion that some plants are
capable of experiencing regular sen»
sations.

by the Sultan of Turkey, some of
which have gold and silver mounts|
lngs
goodi galary as a trick rider.

scrub & barrack
toothbrushes a sabaltern in the Gers
men” army has been sentenced to
one year's imprisonment and dem«
dation.

snats. Bve-a wnsé of ~wmell’
however, {5 not localised b

y :mmummugm
Aﬁnmlmm o&mﬂum
gox from: the alr by the aid of a planti

wmﬂxmmMoﬁml
Govern: it

sxperiment In one of the
ment laboratories at Washington,

f

the jar to ope-fifth of Ita
The muxhroom
its animation was only suspanded, sa

recommenced (o vegetate,

the fresh plant.

-

Spiders and Music,

sre fond of musie, but
vestigator, M. Leacailleu,

violin, some files, a plano,

so aid the plamo.

Differemce in Mineral Waters,

wateri and detecis imitations,

Notions About Babies.

luck.

child to keep harm away.
In Holland garlic, salt, bread and

newborn baby.
When & Greclan mother i{s putting

lurns three tirmes round before the
fre while singing her favorite song
to ward off evil spirits.

Against Sunday Labor.
Under the provisions of a new Bel-
glum law Sanday labor in that coun-
try will hereafter be forbidden in all
commercial and Industrial enter-
prises except mea, canal and river
transport, Ashing and hawking and
peddling. Only members of an em-
ployer's famlly living with him, or
Ihls; domestics, may work more than
jsx days per week, and the weekly
"lay ot rest is to be Sunday.

Differences of Iron and Steel.

There are three prominent differ-
;nees between iron and steel which
ought to cause «a difference in their
capidity of rusting: First, blow
hnles; second, manganese, and,
third, the presence of cementite In.
the =teel and of cinder in the
wrought iron.

Settled by Coin Toss.

The tossing of a coin settled & con-
troversy over the division of a large
tract of land left by the late Bart
Smfthmon of California. - The land

four heirs, with the head and tail of
a half dollar made successive selec~
tioks, much to the chagrin w©f -th&
legal traternity.

World®s Longest Bridge.

The longest bridge in the world is
at Sangong, China, and 1s called the
Lion bridge. It extended
sme-quarter miles over an arm of the
Yellow Sea, and Is supported by 300
huge stone arches. The roadway Is
soven feet above the water, and is
enclosed ln an iron network,

Color of the Squirrel F‘ish

The squirrel fish is a brilliant red
In color, which makes it a conspicu-
ous inhabitant of the sea as it darts

ments. The body of the squirrel fish
shows a few stripes and is well cov~
ered with sharp spines.

© Sensitiveness of Plants,
After studying the sensitiveness

distinguished naturalist has éome to

Sultan’s Many Bicycles.
More than 200 bicycles are owned

1t Is paid that he could earn &)

A Merited Ponishment. ‘
For compelling ten soldierd tol
room with thefy

8naﬂl Semo ot Smell.

Ioidde a glass Dell-far suspended
ovrer water, was placed a mushroam,
and sunlight was allowed to fall
upon the pimnt. The mushroom abe
sarbed the exygen from the air in the
far, and the carbonic acid formed
during ihe prosess was sbsorbed by
the water, which gradually malg

then dried up; hut

wam proved by Iantroduciug beside it
& gresn plant, when the mushroom
. haing
pourished by the oxygen exha!d by

Tt has often heen sald that spiders
Freach in-

now  As-
''serts that this Is not true. He says
that thelr musical sense must e
n.ttﬂhued merely to greed or to byn-
ger. When a fiy is caught in » spb
der’s web 1t buzzes and the splder
immediately makes for the place
from which the buzzing comes. M.
Lecaillou, by experimenting with a
viglon-
cello and a corpet, found that in{.
sumed our journey. We began to getthoss musital sounds. which rese.
livelier under the infifhefice of the
good cheer. The colonel £rom Santa
Barbara wis particularly entertain-
fng. The drummer's best samples
circulated freely, and even old Will-
fams joined tn the general exhilara-
ticn, when, all of & sudden. the coach
drew up vwith a jerk which nearly
threw us out of our seats, and the
familiar muezle of a double barrelad
|shotgun was thrust in at the win-

bled the buixing of the flies attracts
od the spiders. The corpet, for in-
stance, invarlably frightened it, and

The new electrical test of D. Ne-
greano, a French electrician, distin-
guishes befween different mineral
It
consists .gimply in measuring the
slectrical resistance, which proves td
be very constant for the water of any
spring at a given temperature, bnt
varies greatly for different springs;
for instance, gave res{stance peér cu-
bie ecentimeter ranging from 27.5 to
Wake up, old 1,280 ohms. ’

{roni-|

In Spain the baby’s face is swept
with a pine bough to bring it good

In some parts of Ireland & bit of
voman's hair {8 placed around thn

steak are put into the cradle of a

her child into the cradle to sleep she

and}

here and there  with alert move-}

Another Fertﬂ!m AM‘ o
!‘rom me nitrbgen iu the ttmds

phuts as Chile mtpem‘ whli&'
cont s lo.war.

B mmew

Frenchman mm, would -33;

:zobc. yot ihax mmﬂﬂy ~
mec!ablo, and one of the. axpl

tloos that ‘hax been -ai
them s that<the #arth s
in tor
that ¢
able,

the earth from = point in' space ¥

in its general contour.

No Electrie m !or Venion,
Negotiations bays

nicipality of Venice and

of ‘Wiettric launches for
services, -but the“matier

speed snd ;bnnct of mbk-.
 of mt.

{11 result need be ?«md;

Wator-Pmot G)ue.
from thres parts of gum shellac an

tng dissolved separately in ether
der the Influence of heat, And the:

in « seatsd hottle, .

hm no sftect on the !enue.

were taken from eaeh co my [}
the Thirty-first Infantcy
scouts, eatafettes and nmtlnelles m
afforded more rapid and precise in-

the adversary.

&ammm

tween Bridiington and Spurn Point,
and the great probabiifty is that

the siiting yp of the Humber estuary
and the Wash. —

——— -~ ———

Net Saves Scorchers,

oyclists and autolsts. A road down »
stéop hill abruptly leads scross &
chasm spanned by a narrow brilge.

tont.

Strength of Wet Grlndlwm.
Tosts scem to Indicate,

LA g Ahatotive-srongih:
stone is consider

at a given periphersal lpood "he
duction of strength appears io be u
much as 40 or 50 percent.

Planting Indigo in .hu.

sugar plantations.

A Custom ef ']’.‘urkecun. :
When Turkestan girls become en
gaged 1t s the custom for the fisnece
to pAy her parents & sum of money,
If she jilts him Iater tha pmntl
must teturn the money,

Madame Melba's Memory

What Chinese E&t«

lf

K ‘new fertilfzer mado in Ncrw‘,‘h‘

difterent rawults wrrived:st by the va-[a 1
tlovs messyrements of astronsmars jhive

rahedral
. But M. -de PApparent thinke|® A
® mp-utitgc t!itoty is prefer | 9%

The fact that {o an ‘aye lookiag i

would not sensibly aiffer in sppear-
snce from a true sphere, shows how
refined are the methods of wclenoe}
that enable men lving on the sur
tace of the globe to detect yariations

taken  piage|BE
during past years batwaen the mu« St
Inanchi®

builders with a view to the adntion Mapec

abandoned by the munisipal-Ruthosis
tes, motwithstanding the sdvantapes| SAYS
that would hive ban detived from

The’ dotirlorat!an ot neet cement |
when subjected to oil 1s not of #e-|T"
cious lmport comrmercially, sinte thel
materisl iz never used hy itself in|;
practice. In the came Sf the threeto-!?
one wmixture, on the Other hand, ex-|;
periments show that it codcrets Isi;
allowed to set in water for lqml
time before the application of oil no|

A waterpraot glue may he madei:

ono part of India rubber, thess. bo-

silutions mixed and kept for. s time
Accordiig to the|
‘(Iron Age, water, either. hol or cold, | Fh;
ind most gaclds and alkalies, will{ -;

biles, in the absence of ctvqltsr‘ 'Pheyv Hlgat
formation than could be obtalned by sht Mk
o ‘“ L.

It has been estimated that some. t;‘
3,000,000 tons of detrltus~—mud, | e
sand and shingle—are eroded ench

year from the Holderness coanst be-|'

much of this material contrlbutes to]

A wire net near Monte Carlo hasl,
saved the lives of several reckless ;

The net catches the scorchers at thb )
turn as deftly as it doss " circut :

In Java the planting of indigo ll Y ,
steadlly decreasing by resson .of the [
great increase in production of the|time
synthetic article. Much of the lsnd!obaxif:
1on-which indigo has heretofore been}:
cultivated has now been turned intov

Mme. Melba has such & good mm

Lory that she can learn  ah entire
opera in one week. Bhe does most nl.'_
hiér studyling in bed.

{sled 400 miles.
'Veﬁ’ exhausted "¢

 The Chinese will eat anything thut .
comes out of the sea. All the fishesiyy o
are good to their taste, and - are| gt s
caugbt with great skill. Ssaweeds

are - uged to thleken . BOups.
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