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-,l Wife and |
" His Friend.

By Kiizabeth Ayres.
. A A A A

**They was just lhie twin brothers,
dnd nothtn’ but death or women
uld ’a parted ’'em, and of the two.
. sometimes think women i the
heuterest.”
. fhis is & bt of wisdom nttered by
4 rural sage, but he has nothing to
do with the story spd will not ap-
pear agoin., His wise saw is guoted
simply to serve as an Introduction.
There is sometimes a fricndship
tween man and man that’ binds
them as firmly as the marsisge to
biuds men and women together.

" %here were two men once befween

whomn such a friendship existed One
¢l them was & confirmed bachelor.
¥He had assisted many of his ao
¢-aiptances to the aitar, but bz had
pno inclination himself 10 play lcad-
3ng man to the star of = wedding.
5'he other did not yearn for the cell-
P.te 1fe, and presently he began w
think it was not good for man to lve
alone. The one whose influence
#arved to bring him to this decixion
was & good and lovely girl who
locked upon him with favor The
name of the one why willed 1o be a
benedict was Char¥le. The ome who
elected to be a bacheloer was Jaohn,
thy, sober, 4!zuined wame fitting his
stable character to perfection, though
Cha-lie, out of his affection. often
Qwarfed It to the dimf{mutive Johnny,
which was not a fit They advised
wilh each other councerning their
plen.-and endeavors, and spent long
hours together In the silent commu-
nion that can only eome with perfect
undersatanding.

It was at the end of one of these
@ailent hours that, from bDehind a

He missed John™s friomdship
lengo eleud of smeke, pu¥ed from a
meersehauny pipe., the twin to
Jehw's Charlie had spaken of the
gew mterest which Rad wrfsen
- “It won't make a Bit of diference,
Johnny, old Doy,” he azid, with a
burst of deep feeitng. ‘“You shall de
one of the family. There's a nlace
for you at our fireside snd & semt for
you at our tabie—always. Diotna
forget.""

John had mseen the way of the
wind, But he was not ene to force a
confifence and had quietly awalted
developments Meéamtime, e had
beer schooling Dimself to resign all
claims on his friemd and to Bve with-
out the undivided -cempantomship
that had growm to bw a part of his
sxistence. Johm was semeilMne of an
oniosksy i Itfe, awd he Red Hstenad
before %& a mewly accopted Dewer be-
stowing upemn Nis caomoiads left be-
Hiaod In the Fase premises of usdy-
ing friendshly and future Ntimacy.
He knew there was ancAbar factor 10

55 B Teekoned with, & fickor whose

elaim was greatey, sud wheve ixfio-
ence was strenger. To &l mppear-

* ances he had accepted the Imferma-

tion of C€harlie’s appresciing mar
Tiage and his assurances of umdnter-
rupted friendship =8 » matder of
course. He suid n few wcads enly,
but_the mennen of thefr seylng was

satidying,
.&mr every great decfifom there
axmy comes an upheaval of
A shadow of Jdaudd was

“‘Itr wen't wmke =« bHit of

of Zifes- |
—@fice, Johniy, Wd Boy.” he declared

again, Jookihg at Wi ftfend with a

. wintful question i M eyes.

“Difference! Why, of coutse nt.™
J‘ohg agwered Deariily. “Exery wam
ammia be marzfed. Ge on,. xxy oy,
God Blass. yom 118 e felYoming your

eXRHpHe Some v TRSe. ™

He spoke with: am afn of trutls 1hat
vy cemvineng: He whe Nad xiways

‘Beer the souf of honoy, glovies ity Ms

fali, and told an unblishicg faloe-
M)o with the Boazen face of = wat-

-eyan of Mex

Jolin. was “Besi! max” xu tie

evedtual pleasari “reund uwer™ In

church. ANl thie dmenithe of 2 ved-

2 gug.that came b his end be ae-

complished witlh the shiid of sre fong

Z\j\\fﬁcﬂceﬂ‘ He was the st So speak

————s

ané that all there is to it,” Jonn

sald, when his lopellness grew op- '

" pressive.

} Y.

As time slipped away, that which
he had foreseen came (0 pa-ss
Charile was always in a hurry After
business hours there wwre house-
hold errands to be attended to, or he
was in a rush to get home, for “the
lttle woman'’ did pot like him to be
lmate at dinner. There were po more
golden moments when the two came
toge'her to talk things over and 'n
dine at their leisure whem appetite
prompted The delight of keeplng
irregular hours was a thipng of t(he
past. The purposeless Sunday after-
noct walks they had been In fhe
habl of taking., going sBomewhere
they did not know why, to do some-
thing they did not know what, were
at an end Uncoasciously, Joha
crught Charlie’s manfa for hurry,
and at night, after he had closed his
office, hastened to his boarding place,
as if the next moment was his last,
there to gulp down bis dinner with a
speed that left him facing a long
emnply evening

The one who is jeft behind suffe-s
mor from the change than the ane
w..0 has gone 1o new scenes and
fresh Interests For a few months
afte. Charlle’s marriage, the wnov-
elty of housekeeping and of havig. u
wife and home excluded every other
corsideration His wife neither need-
ed. nor wanted, anything or anv one
else. The walls of her house hound-
ed her world, and her sup rose and
set 1o Charlie John had been tuvited
to spend an occasional evening with
them, and he was bidden to alw s
tee! free to joln them at their Sun-
doy dinner Bul John was wise n
the affairs of men He did not wish
to run the risk of being regarded us
an intruder, and he never went 1o
the home of his friend witbout a spe-
eia; Ilnvitation

The day dawned when Charlle
micsed the support and stimulu.. of
Jonr's calm strength and ready svm
pathy. He felt the old longing o
“tell Johnay about it,”" when good or
f13-luck attended his fortunes He
needed the spur of unbiased ojpin-
fon that stumped him elther a fool o
a wigse man as it might happen The
wires of friendship that had sagsed
and slackened were pulling taut
again. And us they pulled, he danced
Hke a marionette to their straining
He began to revolt agalnst domestte
restraint, and his rebellion pgave
birth to moments of irritation |
grew painful to pose forever op the
padestal of {deality where he had
been placed by his wife The musc u-
llne companionship that lent zest to
b Ufte was missing. and, by resson
0? its absence, he found it a rnost de-
sirable quantity

1 was the evening of a day mark-
ing the successful close of a business
dea® of which he had great expecta-
tlons. * He carried the glad news
home to his wife and received her
appreciation and congratulations
BH1? he feared she did not guite uin-
derstand the keenpess of his opera-
tlomn. He wanted to tell Johnny
Ob. to tell Johhnny' that eager de-
sire would not be quieted In his rest-
Icseness he wore a shiny place on hia
trousers moving back and forth on
his clnlr At length, he got light to
sec ‘the way. He was not . prigoner
It wag only fear of disspproval that
held him in chains FEisen If 4 mun
was married he need not relinquish
the friend of a lifetime When he
stopped to think, he - remembered
that he had never been asked 10 re-
linguish that friend It was the
knowledge that, while his wife was
gractously police when John accepi-
ed their hospitality, she did not en-
courage frequent visita. This un-
s} 3ken  disapproval had enslaved
him.

He sprang to his feet with a sud-
deaness that startled his companion
8kc bad been swaying her chalr to
and fro, singing under her breath a
melody of happiness.

“Where are you going, Charlie?"
she cried. alarmed by that flerce light
of determination glittering in his
oyes.

“I'm going to tell Johnny about
" he answered, finishing his
thomghts aloud, fn tones that for-
Sads discussion.

I* was the first evening he had
Isft his wife since they had been
married. For a moment she felt as
i he had dealt her a blow. Then she
wes Dbleased with understanding.
1ike a flash it was revealed to her
dtat the prolonged solitude of two is
not best for continued harmony.
While she was thinking. Charlie had
geas out of the front door and had
tlossd it. She ran after him and
reached the veranda just as he was
tarning into the streot.

“Charlie,” she called, ‘‘oh, Charlie,
briag John here. I'm golng to bed
#sarly to-night. You can have the
houmse to yourselves. Bring Johp
here, will you, Charlle?”

Charlle would and dfd. Late In
e night. the little wo:nan who had
wisdom, awakened and smiled. when
she heard ascending from ine lower
filsor, the rumble of coutented mas-
culine volces raised in their old-time
friendship song.

The Windy Orator,
A Jongwinded member of the Mas-
sachuse!ts Legislature was delivering
» political address in a town not far

r¥from Boston, and the village folx

gathered in the town hall to hear it
Ha had been speaking quite a while,
when finally an old 8cotchman arose
and walked out of the hall.

At the door one of his country-
mer. was walting with his hack teo

{drive the orator- to the station

“Is hie done yet, Sandy?’ asked
£he. 8cot. on the box. The old man

turned about. **Aye,” sald he, “he’s’

Bone lang ago, but he will na stop.”

v
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BRITISH RANGE FINDER.

Demonstrations Have Proved its Ef
fectiveness In War,

The British Naval Department has
adopted a new type of range finder,

which {8 stated to be of great value,
says the BScientific American. It is
the inovention of LlGutnant Artbur
Vyvyan, the details of the mechanism
having been carried out by Mr. Newitt,
R N, an electrical enginesr. ‘Ine
utility of this instrument is for trans-
mitting the range observativns from
the fighting control top to all the va-
rious gun positions un board the ves-
sel simultaneously and automatically.

» There are a series of electrc motors,

une stationed in the fighting control
top, and one at each gun position.

‘Yhese motors all run at a uniform '
speed, and when there is any move- '

ment in the one at the fighting top,
the others are similarly affected au-
tomatically For instance, when the

officer |p the fighting top describes a .

vessel or ohject to be brought uuder
fire. he estimates the range and in-
structs the officer in charge of the
motor appliance A trial shot is then
fired some distance short of the esti-
mated distance. say 40U yards ihe
instrument I8 set runoing for this dis-
tar.ce, and by means of an !ndicator
and polnter the range {8 transmitied
immediately to the various gun Dus!-
tions. the {nstrumen's at which record
simultanecusly upon thelr indt.ators,
Should the range prove toc shert an-
other shot {8 hred, the distance veng
jrcreased say one-half the unuaeres-
tiuze viz . 2uy yards The res.t of
th's recond shot wiil bring the 1nLsiru-
ment 8 polpter to about the (orret
range [f not, then another shot 1@
fired. 'he range belng agaln pruput-
ttopately inrreased These trial shuts
only oorupy a few minutes and dl-
rectly the (orrect range has been ob-
taired by the recording officer 1 tne
fighting top ail the various gun pous:-
tiogs have It well, and firing can .e
continyed withouat any delays The
instrument provides automailealy for
tt e deflection of range and the s ed
of the ship The transmitter has pros-
ed completety satisfactory under test,
¢he curfert rtange bhelng  Invariably
obtained by the recond trial shot
It has been perfe ted during the past
year &and 18 now |1n operation at the
gunnery school at Whale ls.and anu
on board a war vessel and s uttlll-
ration 18 tu be extended throagheut
the rervice

Gull isfand 1n Lake Sunerior

“Gull Island., one of the Apcrte
group «f l.ake Supertor, g8 ne «f the
inos! interesting bits of land In this
country.” sald a writer in Milwaukee
Sertinel. "for the entire island. early
in the summer, i8 lliterally a mass of
guils’” eggs The birds du not bother
much about nest making A little
clump of mud kicked up {nto a mound,
with a hollow top fliled with grass or
feathers, is all that a gull requires
to lay its eggs These are usually
Iaid three in a pest In the daytime
they are left to the tender keeping
of the sun's rays, while the old hirds
hunt food When night TYalis the
mother gull sits upon the eggs unti]
the sun has again come well o ‘nto
the aky. so that they are never rhilled

“The nests are bullt within a few
feet of one another and there are thou-
sands of thern Fortunately the (sland
is seldom vigited by a vandal class,
and most tourists are conten: 'o t.le
e or (wo eggs a8 souvenirs leav-
ifng the reat undisturbed While walk-
ing about among the nests one {8 sur-
rounded by a crowd of shrieking gulls,
but in spite of their sire they are
not savage before the eggs are hatch-
ed After the nests are filled with
soung. however, the parent birds will
fty into the facea of any marauders
and make a savage fight for thelr lit-
tle ones”

Cordite Diamonds.

By exploding cordite in closed steel
cylinders Sir William Crookes has suc-
ceeded {n producing certain eight-sia-
ed microscopic crystals which, so far
as examined, resemble diamonds i1
further eoxperiments confirm this, a
new method of diamond formation
will have been discovered. Protf.
Crookes estimates that the tempera-
ture and pressure attalned inside the
cylinders at the time of exploasion were
respectively §400 degrees absolute ana
about 120,000 pounds per sqQuare inch.

Chinchilla Becoming Scarce.

The chinchlilla, the littie rat-like an-
imal which produces the popular fur,
is i danger of extinction.

Chinchilla used to be found in
great numbers in the higher ranges
of the® Andes, in Bollvia and Chile, but
owing to the demand for their skins
they have been ruthlessly hunted, in
season and out of season, and the
Chilean QGovernment finds it almost
impossible to enforce a law which has
been passed for their protection.

The exports from Coquimbe, the
principal port for this trade, amount-
od last year to twelve thousand dozen
skins, and the prices paid were dou-
ble those of the previous year.

Carnegle Car of Geld.

The famous pay car of the Great
Carnegie steel and iron interests makes
ita trips every fortnight, carrying its
paymaster and his eight amsistants
over & route sbout seventy-five miles
of rallway from Donora, Pa, to
Youngstown, 0., paying out in that
time upward of $2,000,000, nearly all
in cold coin. A well-knowny authority

' at Homestead, who fs In close touch
"with the mill hands, sAys of present

condftjons as compared with former
years: “The boys never made so
much money nor have they been as
prosperous as now. The imcreased
tonnage and new machinery have made
it possible for them to make more
monsy £han ever hefore, Everybody
is_bappe sod all { L
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MEN COMPELLED TO VOTE.

Extra Taxes For Negligent Virgin-
lans Over a Century Ago.

In the clerk's office In Me kien=
burg | find an old copy of the Acrln
of the General Asgsembiy of Virginia,
says a writer in Richmond Times-
Despatch. [n it an act {8 found pass-
ed by the Assembly on Dec. 20, 1id),
which requires all persons entitled tu
vote w do so. This i8 the bill ~Any
elector qualified sccording to this Act,
falling 1o attend any anaual eledtivn
ot Delegate or of a Benalor, and il a
poll be taken to give or offer W glve
bkis vote, mshall pay ome-fourth of nis
portion of all such levies and laxes
as shall be assessed and levied in 1.18
rounty the ensuing year. And for ats-
covering such defaulters, the sheriff
or other officer taking the poll, shail
within ten days after the said e€lec-
tion, deliver to the clerk of the (oup-
ly or corporauon court, as the case may
be, & copy of the poll by him taken,
1o be kept in his office, who snall
suffer and candidate or elector Lo lare
A copy thereof. and the safid clerk 18
hereby directed to cause a copy ot the
same (0 be deitvered to the next
Grand Jury. to be sworn for the
county corporation who shall be
charged by the presiding magistra‘e,
to make presentment of all such per-
sons qualified 1o vote residing in the
sald county or corporation, who shatll
have failed to have given their votes
a8t the sald election, agreeahle tu iaw
And for the better information of the
rald jury the sheilff of the .ounty
j* hergby commanded under penainy

Fof €50 to be recovered and appropri-

sted as the penalties for other neglec's
of his duty to lay before them a hst
of ajl the landholders resident there-
in "~

There are fllad in the clerk s office
many rer'1fied excuses to the court tor
fallure ta vote hegging to be excused,
by vaters swbo had besn ladicied for
fallure to vdte Some of these ex-
cuses are nosel as well as Aamusing
One feliow writes tha: election + as
held on his fishing day. Another one
wmye re was working in o  meeting
louse then another says he was 1g-
porant of the day of the election Sttll
abother sata he would have had to
walk eighteen m'es as his mare was
very lame and his plough horse very
poor Ope says (] «opy him verha-
tim)  Tha: he was reacty flxed to s'arg
to the court house of sald county to
vole when he was informed that a
certaln cow of his. which had a young
calt, was missing., when ] set out to
‘'vok for her and did not fird her that
day, and severa: days after 1 found
her drowned in the river This excure
satisfled the (ovurt. as the paper |s
marked ‘excused

Sir Peyten shipwith, Bart, of Preast-
would, settlied in this county from Eng-
land in the eighteenth century, mahkes
bhis excuse in his own handwriting,
dated June 10, 1793 P Bkipwiths
reasons for not attending the two last
¢lections in Mecklenburg

“l was summoned to attend the
High Court of Chance.y early in March
and did not consider myself legally
dismissed until after the 17th day of
the court, which happened on W :d-
nesday. the 20th of the month 8o
that it was not in my power ot atiend
the election of 8 member of Congress,
wind on my way up from Richmond |
unfortunately broke one of my rar-
riage wheels, o that [ could not with
an)y degree of convenience. get re-
patred tfo time to attend the election
of member of the General Assembly,
and {n consequence of an injury | re-
celved some years ago Iin my back
and loins, 1 cannot ride more than
three or four miles at a time, sna
the very short rides on horseback
that I sometimes take about my plan-
tation, for ] never attempt toc ride
anywhere else, |8 succeeded by vio-
lent pains and sometimes & fever,
which was tne last time [ attempted
to wide to our court, and 1l trust and
believe that the worshipful court has
more humanity than to desire a man
at near 60 years of age, t0 do what
s0 certeinly injuries his health und
feelings.”

A Queer Find.

The skin of a rattlesnake over three
feet long was found at Menomines,
Mich., wound tignt around one of
the pedals of a piano which was be-
1ng tuned and placed in shape for use.
The piano was shipped from Grove-
ton, Tex., 1ast summer, and was near-
ly two months on the road. Some-
thing appeared to be the mittsr with
it when it was set up, the tone being
imperfect. Not much was thought oz
it, however, for some time. FRinally
it was decided to have a tuner look
the {instrument over, When the
pianc tuner opened the Iinstrument
he found the skin of the snake, dried
and almoat pure white, tightly wrap-
ped around the pedal.

The Helr of Holland.

The Grand Duke of Saxe-Weimar
who has never quite got over the sad
death of his young wife, which took
place just a year ago, is about to
start on a sporting tour in India
Though possessed of most things
wifich are supposed to make life
worth lving, the young prince has
never known much happiness.. . Early
Teft an orphm the pathetic story of
his lonely childhood is said to have
inspired the play of “Old Heidelberg,
of which he is supposed to be the
hero. He is the richest unmarried
prince in Germany. Should the pres-
ent Queen of Holland have no chil-
dren he will inherit her kingdom
through his _ grandmother, Princess
Sophia of Holland, 'who merried the
Grand Duke Charles Alszander of
Saxe-Weimar in 1842, 5o ihe question
of the young grand duke's second mar-
riage is naturally the subject of much
» o

, WEATHER TOLD BY ANIMALS.

Household Petg Act as Thermome-
ters and Barometers.

Before man acquired the pernicious
babit of mleeping indoors and when
he still practiced the ecomomy of
growing bis own coat he. doubtless,
like his four-footed brethren of the
animal worid, was by dint of consta:.t
and fnlmate intercourse with nature
better informed as to her pilans iur
the immediate future—quicker at re-
celving and registering her tei€graluic
messages concerning such changes as
might be traveling toward this piapec

Nowadays neuralgic “shoots,” gouly
“twinges,” to say nothing o! we
gnawing tooth of rheumatism ano
waves of mental depression play theur
flendish part in warning mere man
as (0 what he may prepare to ex'evi
climatically and atmospherically Nev-
ertheiess, iIf he but give heed to tue
wanneéer In which such furry memiLels
of his household that have not Leen
unduly pampered deport themselies
he will learn much that shail proat
him.

The present surbe, for instance. says
uw writer {n the Pall Mall Gaze'te,
knew & ¢at tha' in her small person
Lnited all the esseutials of an ex-
penslve Negretti and Zambra she
was thermometer and barometer ro-
ed into vne, aciurate to a nlcety and
never llable tu ""get uol of wourK.ug
order

Should the spot upon  which »she
elected to taKe her constan: nap aller
but u bairs bread'h 1n the matter ot
tempera‘ure she would tostant,y wane
and make a new selection. invariably
in some placey where the therinoae-
ter registered precisely the degree her
criginal restiug place had been the
particular temperatiure experience had
taught her as being essential to her
cumfor: and  wel! Leing ani this
though 1the human ocoupants of loe
room had as yet heen alive ta no
perceptible «hange in the atmosplers
of the apartment

Nevertheless puss such was her 'n-
81e courtiliiess of breeding. never fail-
ed to call attentton 'o those w ham it
mleht coneern to the fact by a pla n-
tive mew ' and we feel certain ‘v a
meterorulogist her presence and Leaver-
tatlitug admonitory hints would have

oved invalaratbie

ogs wutch are al.owed o iedd &
na:ural and healthy existence are 1e
mariably reltatie 'n the matter of
weather prophecy drowsiness and a
Jisposition to leave thelr food .n-
tasted 18 the way in which a com-
INE wet we ather spell takes muost
dogs

in direct opposition to the canlne
inertia displaved at such times Is the
aarvous and noisy activity of the wooed-
land squirrel which I8 wont to give
Quite 20 to 24 hours’ warning of an
approaching storm. dashing about ite
trees In a ceaseless slate of frenzied
agitation, until the expected downpour
descends, when he vanishes into his
water-tight nes: with all imaginav'e
celerity . even gouing 80 far as to stop
up the entrance to his fastness and
court asphyxia rather than “'rheum.”

Peddlers of the Sea.

U'nl’ke the oacean “!ramp.” that
steans 1in baliast from one port .o
another {n quest of a charter. the
ocean peddler starts out from Ham-
burg or S8an Francisco, the chief home
ports of the traide with a definite ob-
Ject in view Safling from the for-
mer ity the course is generally laid
either 1o the coasts of Africa or South
America, having in the hold varied aa-
sortment of goods likely to be market-
able In the regions visited—cotton
fabrics, trinkets. arme, ammunitions,
liquors—and spare rogm filled up with
coal.

As the largeat profits are often de-
rived from the sale of contraband mu-
nitions of war to insurgent bodies,
and their detection by regular author-
itles would lead to instant confisca-
tion, several thousand rounds of car-
tridges are probably done up in 1in-
nocent-looking cases stamped *‘Corn-
¢d Beef’” and a few stands of discard-
ed German rifles in packages labelled
‘Glass— With Care.” The captain of
such a vessel must possess not ounly
abllity as a navigator, but an expert
knowledge of the requirements of his
trade.

Trudging slong over the ocean at a
seven or eight knot pace, saving his
coal as much as possible, the peddler
opens his trade by casting anchor in,
eay. & South..or Central American
port, vhen, having ‘“‘squared” the com-
mandant, he invites local merchants
and others on board to inspect his
stock. Duty, of course, has to be paid
by the purchaser, but in certain cases
that difficulty is often overcome by
the visitor to the ship goinmg ashore
swollen out, perhape, to three times
hi= normal size by as many new sufta
of clothing.

‘The greatsst good fortume that can
fall in the way of an ovean peddler
is for a British or an American man-
cf-war to put in some out-of-the-wey
port iIn which he is lying, short of
coal. Then from his spare stock he
selle a few humdred tons at as hard s
bargain as pogsible.. i

The ocean-peddiing trade on the Ps-
cific hags been shorm of much of its
pFOfits Sinee the Titeridland passenger
trafic in natives—whe toe oftean were
carried as passengers mueh agalnst
their will to dive for pearls on the
great Australian bank—has been et-
tectually suppressed. 8till a consid-
erable trade I8 carried on in peddling
small articles of hardware, cheap
chromos, old clothes, personal trinkets
and an occasional cagse of “dry goods,”
which if seized would turn out to bve
remarkahly wet.

Man’s sugar-eoated sweetness usu-
ally wears off by the time he reaches
home. @

QUEER cEREmoml‘za
When the Ga‘te. of Chinese Capital
: City Are Closed.

To this day the greal gaies in the
walls of Pekin are closed every even-
1ng with the queer ceremonies that
lave been vbmerved for centuries pasc,
Bays the Pekin and Tientsin Times:
‘The daily performance is marked
with a due ceremony which is quaint
and full of interest to the intelligent
up'oker, as tie closing by no means
sirpifier the mere bringing together
ol the heavy wooden doors and the
barring the emperur's highway against
aJl comers Ai the appointed hour
? preliminary signal {8 given by &
1arge gong or iron shield being struck
with a big iron bar.ffty times in such
yuick succession as almost to defy cal-
culation, and this is followed by 109
double strokes, commencing slowly
and dreamily for the first half and

rradually increasing to balf hurricans

rapidly, and this set of 100 blows is
tep<ated In precisely ¢he same fashion
three :imes When the third and last
tycle of gong strokes is entered omn,
a number of old and, at this sason,
rery much bewadded and muffied up
tld Charlies start a series of discord-
snt yells to all and sundry to hasten
ur they will be shut out, and this com
bingtion of eignals is followed by a
Justling stream of people from both
dires tions

b resently the rusn slackens until
culy a solllary pedestrian, or possibly
& tman ob a donkey. full ult, a belaved
richsna. or a heavily laden cart strag-
kles  through Then a movement I8
nade with the gates yellilng bursts
vut afresh and another rush ensues,
tre gates being meanwhile half closed
and occasjenally opened a little way
aguln, until the outguers having mean-
while teased, there 18 a flpal scrim-
c.age tu get Ipdo the city, and the
pri<ess of cluosing. which has taken
tume half hour in all, 18 concluded

Then the huge irun-plated doors
having clanged to, a monster iron
pule 18 dragged up and placed acroas
thers on iron suppourts, being retained
lu position by a padiock u! epormous
proportions and of the well-known
Chirese type  ‘There are in all in the
.0y of Pekin nineteen gates and the
same (eremony s observed at each,
Lirt at such the roughfares as the Hata-
men there s nataraliy more traffic and
e provess is probably proportionate-
Iy .« nger

Homely 3 rs on the 3taqe.

In the musical comedy. light opera,
and exs.ravaganza chorus beauty in
null.e Jexree IR ceriginly a necessary
gualification. but 1o the "legitimate™
the managers and the public demanad
talent, says Leslie's Wesakly The com-
bination of beauty and talept is most
desirable. bhut where there I8 only one,
let beauty go On fhe stage today,
1i«ylng in the “legitimate,” there are
¢r.ly one or two successful women
wheo can lay any claim whatever to
Leauty

The biggest drawing cards and the
tieverest actresses, by a great major-
ity, are undeniably homely Grace!
yes, to be sure they are grace, charm,
magnetism, voice—anything and every-
thing, but looks An example sub-
stantiating this is Rarah Bernhardt,
whose success (annot be challenged,

l eslie Carter {8 une of the home-
liest women on the stage, but bher
name {8 famous an twa continents,
(Olga Ne hersole Henrietta CCrossman,
M:s  Fiske, Margaret Anglin and so
ol with half a Jozen moure, are only
mouderately good tooking Other suc-
cesges are of the winsome type, l1ke
Maud Adams, but Maxine Elliott is
Gne of the few women stars who are
really beaut{ful

The Masai of Africa.

Curious tales are told of the Masal,
one of the most warlike of the ng-
tive African tribes. They bave been
atlacking the natives in the German
protectorate with great daring, driye
fng off great herds of cattle with sin-
gular ease. Half the attacking force
will sweep down on a peacsful vii-
luge, engaging in a bloody fight with
the inhabitants, while the other half
will drive away the herds. The M=n-
sal have a wonderful knack )n the
inanagement of cattle. A QGarman
writer says that a single Masal is
often able to coax behind him a whole
herd of cattle by lightly whistling
and tapping with his spear againet
his huge shield. The food of the Ma-
sal consists of milk and flesh from
newly slain animals. In certain dis-
tricts the Masatl have driven away the
peaceful inhabitants, whose settle-
ments are new completely overrun by
vegetation and almost obliterated.

Fox's Place of Refuge.

A mystery which has long puzzled
the Soutk Oheshire Hunt has been
solved, says the London Graphic.
Foxes hunted in the neighborhood
of Combermere Abbey had a way of
disappearing, and no trace whatever
could be found of them. This oc-
curred at the last maeet. )

An attempt to dig out a fox from &
hole into which he had vanished re-
vealed the secret. He had fallen into
a main drain, which was evidently a
traditional place of sanctuary.

. The Value -of Mashage.

Massaging the scalp is useful for
promoting the hair growth and getting
rid of headache due to rheumatism.
Two hands should be used. One hand
1= to be placed on either side of the
head and then shifted from point to
point, the scalp being moved to and
fro beneath the fingers. Painless
pinching of the scalp between the fing-
ers is also of service. The massage
tas a great influence over scalp nutri-
tton and if carefully selected halyr
foods are used at the same time hais
growth 18 a certainty provided tne
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