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Gatherers a n d Sheep 
o f Parts of France, 

people live on sixteen foot 
i n the remarkable turpentine 

UIRJ; country of Prance. They 
. these j t l l i s ftfter breakfast They 

d o *not remove them again till i t is 
MmtilGT bed. 

Ire are two rations for the 
•in*- at sti lts in the turpentine 

country. One is the turpentine 
fa't iering- The other Is t h e herding 
«jf jgrftat flock*. 

Thf turpentine comes from the 
marit ime pine. The tree is tapped, a 
shingle hi Inserted, and from the 
i a l n f l e i s hung & tiny bucket, into 
Tfffipb t3f» turpentine drlpa. The tap-
jp|n£ pr/ocew i s like that used on the 
American sugar maple. 

Young pine trees are tapped low, 
b u t with each year's passage tbe in-
curfon i s made higher up, so that i t is 
n o t long before most of the trees are 
tapped twenty or thirty feet from the 
ground. 

Hence the huge stilts .of t h e work-
{pen. On these stilts they traverse 
t h e flat country, covering five or nix 
yards with each stride, and quickly 
and easily collect the turpentine t bat 
Overflows tbe little buckets hanging 
high up in the trees. 

It is for herding also that the sti lts 
ftr* useful. Tbe country is very flat. 
and tbe herdsman, unless he continu
ally climbed a tree, would be unuble 
to keep all the members of his huge 
flock in sight. But, striding about 
on his stilts, he commands a wide 
prospect, he is always, as it were, 
upon a hill. 

The st i l t wearers carry a fifteen 
foot staff with a round, flat top l ike 
a dinner plate. When It i s lunch 
time or when they are tired they 
plant upright under them tbe staff 
and sit down on ltB round, flat top. 
Then in comfort seated s o dlszlly 
high, they eat and rest and coulter 
— a strange sight to behold 
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171,000 Shocks. 
It has been very generally be-

llerved that earthquakes and volca
noes are in some way connected in 
their origin. And It is undoubtedly a 
fact that earthquakes usually pre
cede or accompany volcanic erup
tions. All tbe great regions of vol
canic activity, again, are a l s o c e o 
trea of seismic disturbances At t h e 
same time, there are great areas sub
ject to earthquake shocks, a s In In
dia and many parts of Central Asia, 
which are far removed from volcanic 
centers. Those who argue for tbe in
terdependence of the two phenomena 
may, however, maintain that t b e 
forces which produce the earth
quakes would, If more powerful, or if 
tbe girth's orust were thinner, re
sult In active volcanoes. Cointo V. 
do Montesius de Bailors maintains 
that earthquakes and volcanoes are 
Independent of each other. This 
conclusion is the result of t h e com
parison of a large number of records 
of earthquakes, the above work con
taining references to 171,484 dis
tinct shocks This is probably t h e 
largest number which has ever been 
collected on this subject.—London 
Globe. 

BOW INDIANS PBJBPABB MEAT. 

A Forest of Giants. 
It i s almost impossible for o n e who 

has seen only the Eastern or Rocky 
Mountain forests to imagine the 
woods of the Pacific coast Picture* 
of the big trees are as common a s 
postage stamps, but the most won
derful thing about the big trees i s 

' that they are scarcely bigger than 
the rest of the fores t 

T h e Pacific coast bears only m. 
tenth of our woodland, but nearly 
half of our timber. An average acrs> 
lh t h e Rocky Mountain forest yl t lds 
one t o two thousand board feet o f 
timber, in the Southern forest threw 
to four thousand, in tbe Northern 

HivVvt tore i t four to six thousand. 
. _. jkL&- . . . . . . . An average acre o n the Pacific 
" l ^ ^ ^ i w e s i yields fifteen to twenty thou

sand. Telescope the Southern and 
Rocky Mountain forests, tossi OMS 
Nortnsrft on top of them, and stasT 
| h e central into the chinks, a n d . acre) 
for acre, t h e Pacific forest w i l l oaV 
Weigh them all.—American M a f s -
atne. 
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Mixed Parisian Litigation. 
A necklace of Marie Antoinette is 

now tbe cause of lltlgnMon before 
the Paris courts In slngn'itr circum
stances. In 19 03 Don Jaime de 
Boarbon asked M Froment-Maurice 
to find for blm a buyer for a pearl 
necklace of great value which had 
belonged to Marie Antoinette, and as 
the agent Intimated that time was 
necessary, the gems were placed with 
Mout-de-Plote for £2,000 

L<ast year a person who bad ob
tained knowledge of the transaction 
obtained release of the Jewels by 
forcing Don Jaime's name and re-
pledged them with MM. Pollack and 
Rothschild, the bankers, for £1,800. 
The forger got ten months Imprison
ment for his offence, and now the 
bankers are suing Don Jaime for 
jtbstr 11 ,800 , and Boo, Jaime la su
ing the bankers for all the expenses 
he has Incurred In recovering the 
sselclaos. 
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Rssnextxeble Printing 
T h e University Press at Oxford k* 

the most remarkable printing eartab-
fcstunant ha the world, a s well sts fhe> 
f e e o f the oldest. It Is what yea 
might call self-contained, a n d If 
•nresytattog else pertaining id prfot-
| o g were blotted off the face off the> 
farth to-morrow the Unrrerstty 
Press would go right ahead as If 
frothing had happened. It makes) i ts 
ffrfc type e.ad its own ink; b o r a s lbs 
f # n elwrcoaJ for soaking t h e Ink. 
fnalcas Hs o w n paper, and so on. The* 

f fmm l a the Press are as tatsr-
n | as t h e establishment 
mmr twstaniia sen 1 
father down the centuries fn Its 

fjf employ, as naturally a s if t h e son 
•̂  **HlM* l e y d 8 l » f P »nd Ihe f«ttw»r an 
r'"'eaf,r.#M t h e poaiiioo. ai l *&talted es-

.,.-, talfcMiUalpao* Tit-Bit*. 

™'.,, .,...^ fftotssch SoK&Vrw. 
i .!$#f.ch Officials are eooslderfng a 

^ sehliwe f o r providing- * utavadlng 
s^rW.-^t-teil^-sfi irvice men, one feat-

^MM^^tiM* BJ t© o e f he eompwfsmy 
_ . j«f-all Fren«h scftwslboys 
i ^ d n a f *i8e corpsv s o «h*t from 
sSreferttest years they may b e ae-

Bii^jrtiei t o fiateftsr of dfs-cfplSn© sud 

w r a 

lafe Bodyguard to. a t&*m-
pPimtm of Siam feaa a bofly-
ItffeCotopcsed' o f 40© female wsr-

«^Wi•al#^1IHff'%"fftfgn^t»ey, 

* # o f a t SBstvlee hind iwmiSai la 

Itednced to a Powder One Pound of 
Which Equals Five of Solids. 

Most tribes of plains Indians dry 
their meat by cutting It Into thin 
slakes and spreading It on racks and 
poles in the sun. Pemmican is 
manufactured in the following man
ner. 

The choicest cats of meat are se
lected and cut Into flakes and dried. 
Then all the marrow is collected and 
the best of the tallow, and both tal
low and marrow are dissolved to
gether over a slow fire Many tribes 
use berries in their pemmican. 
Mountaineers always do unless they 
have sugar. 

The meat is now pulverised to the 
consistency of mincemeat, the squaws 
generally doing this on a flat rock, 
uelng a pestle. A layer of meat Is 
spread, about two Inches thick, the 
squaws using a wooden dipper, a 
buffalo horn or a claw for this work 
On this meat is spread a certain 
amount of the melted marrow and 
tallow, the proportion depending on 
the taste. This same process is re
peated until tbe desired amount Is 
secured One pound of pemmican is 
equal In nourishment to Ave pounds 
of fresh meat. 

Another Important article of food, 
the equal of which 1B not to be had 
ex(cpt from the buffalo, is "depuy-
er." depoullle It is a fat substance 
that lies along the backbone next 
to the hide, running from tbe shoul
der blade to tbe last rib. and about 
as thick as one e band or finger it 
will weigh from five to eleven pounds 
according to the size or condition of 
the animal It will keep Indefinitely, 
and is used as a substitute for bread, 
but is Buperior to an> bread that was 
ever eaten 

When going on the warpath the 
Indians would take some dried meat 
snd some "depuyer' to live on, and 
nothing else, not even if tbey were to 
be gone for months 

Items of Interest. 
Two thousand unlhablted islands 

lie between Madagascar and the In
dian coast 

In Japan fish have to be Bold alive, 
and they are hawked through the 
streets In tanktt 

Prince Louis Napoleon is a Gen
eral In the Russian army This Is not 
a reminder of Moscow, 18 12 

Lightning clouds are always near 
the ground They are seldom at a 
greater height than 2,000 feet 

A gale blowing eighty miles an 
hour exerts a pressure of nearly 
thirty-two pounds to the square foot 

Admiral Wlnfleld Scott Schley ex
pects shortly to settle in Baltimore, 
and will make that city his perma
nent homo. 

February holds tbe record as the 
month in which most children are 
born; June as that In which there 
are fewest births 

The life of the horse is said to 
hare been reduced by civilisation. 
At the age of twenty-six the domes
tic animal Is as old as If It had lived 
thirty years In a free state 

Russian Thrift. 
A n amusing story is told by a 

yoosut school teacher who became In
terested in a couple of bright Rus
sian boys, who came to her school 
with the evidence of recent arrival 
thick upon them, and with the name 
of Murphy. She called at the home 
of tlae children, and learned from the 
fattier that his name was not Mur
phy, bat that he had simply taken i t 
"I bought out the hatcher's shop," ne 
said, "and there was a sign over the 
door with the name Murphy on It I 
I take down the sign I have to put up 
another one and paint it. That costs 

S o I leave it up and call my 
Murphy, and I save money." 

Jumble of Xongaea. 
T*Mre are towns In Hungary, and 

towns too, where from seven t o 
ten dialects are constantly being used. 
On the Galllcian frontier there is In 
a lovely valley the old town of 
EperjeB. The number of its Inhabi
tants does not exceed 12.000. To this 
day the good people of Eperjes are 
In the habit of talking or being talk
ed t o In six different dialects. An or
dinary household will Include a Slo
vak man servant, a Hungarian coach
man, a German cook and a Pol}sh 
chambermaid. What is still more re
markable, each grade of society will 
tenaciously cling to Its own lant-
guagre for centuries. 

Cabman's Superstitions. 
A cabman never likes to drive a 

red t ie the first thing in the morning. 
It means he will have bad luck all 
day: *• 

SO r E A B S O F FARM PROGRESS. [ 

Miscellaneous Vegetables Tnknown 
Half a Century Ago. 

Tbe farm gardens, market gar
dens and truck gardens of to-day are 
tbe producers of a multitude of mis
cellaneous vegetables almost un
known fifty years ago, says Harper's 
Weekly In the census of 1890 the 
large Increase In garden products 
was recognized, and a systematic 
count of their bulk and value was 
made. It is possible, therefore, to 
make a ten-year comparison of the 
Increase of such products, and this 
records the remarkable Increase of 
from 190 per cent to 4 00 per cent, in 
the five several divisions of the 
country 

Could our great-granddaddles. 
who thought tomatoes poisonous, 
and our great-grandmothers, who 
grew t h e n as ornamental plants in 
window pots, under the attractive 
name of "love apples," come bark 
and realize that over thirty million 
bushels of the pretty poisonous vege
tables are eaten as a common and 
healthful food tbey would Burely 
realize that time works wonderful 
changes Another interesting state
ment is that the lettuce crop of thf 
South has so increased that In the 
spring of this year North Carolina 
si-nt twenty carloads of that vege
table north In a single day. 

Thlrty-Qve years ago celery was a 
rarlrj, even on hotel tables, and was 
u>.pd b> few families, even of wealth 
i n <1a> It Is a common edible occupy
ing thousands of acres In Michigan. 
Ohio and New York One Arm has 
reler> farms In Michigan. Florida 
and California, and because of the 
vnrleiv of seasons It le engaged In 
shlM'Irvg c-elerv by the rarload the 
whole year round 

A Zakopane House. 
A Zakopane house Is a very rare-

fullv finished wooden structure, 
built of tlght-nt ting. heav\ logs of 
pprme. which become reddish brown 
•with age. and are surmounted bv a 
very Bleep, high shingle roof which 
gives a good protection against the 
ri«-uv\ falle of snow and rain, and 
with ItB triangular gables of acute 
angles harmonizes well with the Ta-
fra peaks and the tall spruce trees 
The frame of the door Is built of very 
heavy blocks of wood, surmounted 
bv a semlclcular arch. Joined to
gether by two anchor-shaped pieces. 
anil held In ploce by rows of elabo
rately carved wooden pegs The big 
rafters of t he celling are embellished 
with carved ornomentB of a very 
unique conception The circular 
kolo iboyeckle. the heart-shaped pa-
zenltsa. and the svastlca, with sharp 
points, are some of the main tno-
tlvoi of this odd ornamentation with 
which the goorals In a very Judicious 
way adorn their ash-wood furniture, 
wooden vessels, and Instruments It 
Is wonderful how In the center of old 
Kuropo they hnve remained unaffect
ed by the levelling force of modern 
civilisation, and have developed a 
style absolutely unlike anything even 
the nearer parta of Poland or In 
neighboring Hungary Century. 

The Mysteries of Sleep. 
It is related of a Chinese merchant 

who was convicted of wife murder 
and sentenced to die by being de
prived of sl«»ep. that he was placed in 
prison with guards changed hourly 
for the purpose of preventing him 
from sleeping After the commence
ment of the eighth day his suffering 
was so Intense that he implored the 
authorities to strangle, guillotine, 
burn him, drown him. garrote, shoot, 
quarter, blow up with gunpowder, or 
put him to death In any conceivable 
way 

Natural s leep has been defined as 
mental rest produced by an appetite 
resulting from fatigue. But the idea 
that mental rest means mental inac
tion Is hardily tenable. Inasmuch as 
It quite frequently happens that the 
solution of unsolved problems is the 
first thing t o appesvr in the conscious
ness on awakening, and thus the 
mind must have been operative while 
asleep. — Harper's Weekly. 

Wit of King Edward's Family. 
Queen Maud h a s the reputation of 

being the wit of King Edward's fam
ily. On one occasion she was with 
her sisters a t a public function and 
noticed a ourious pressman gazing at 
their every movement. Accordingly, 
she wrote something on a piece of 
paper, and, making a pretence of 
handing i t t o one o f her sfstSrl, drop
ped It. The reporter, of course, In 
great glee picked i t up, expecting to 
get a «reat scoop for h is paper. Im
agine his cnagrin when fie found 
written on It the commonplace re
mark: "My new boots pinoh me hor
ribly," 

P i f l ieader in Sersia, 
In any Servian vil lage there is only 

one swineherd, a n d he leads all the 
pigs of tbe community. In the morn-
ins; he goes tiirougfa the streets blow
ing his horn, and the pigs come out 
of their own accord and tall in be
hind him and follow him to the pas
ture. At night he brings them home, 
and they disperse to their sties in 
the same orderly way as they pass 
the bouses to which they belong. 
They require no attention and no 
singling out.—London Mail. 

Daaageroos Peat. 
For a feat of dexterity and nerve 

it would he difficult to surpass that 
of the Bosjesman of South Africa, who 
walks quietly up t o a puff adder and 
deliberately seta h i e bare foot on its 
neck In its struggles to escape and 
attempt to bite Ha assailant, the pol-

A white top hat brings luck; s o , 8 0 a g l a n * secretes a large amount of 
does a man who hails a cab with h i s ' t h e venom. * This Is just what the 
hand teaching a lamppost. An old 
mMMmomn with plaid trousers is M 
•es* as *10 any day. 

Bosjesman wants. Killing the 
snake, he eat* the body and utss the 
poison for Ms arrows—Exchange. 
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Hypnotic Suggestion. 

By Troy Alii liaon. 

There bad been no such excite
ment in the village since the arrival 
of tbe new music teacher, Julie 
North. To believe that Dickie Arm
strong could really hypnotise people 
seemed a large draft on one's credul
ity 

Dickie had lived in Wakely the 2 4 
years of his existence, had gone 
through the grammar school, the 
most mischievous boy in It, had been 
off to college and come home to prac
tice law, without any one suspecting 
he possessed mysterious powers. 

Since the fact had become gener
ally known, the postmaster referred 
to various letters and pamphlets that 
had been coming for the last three 
months, and gave It as his opinion 
thit Dickie Armstrong had taken a 
course in hypnotism by mail. 

Ii the meantime the four months 
In Wakely had been full of novel 
pleasure to Julie North. Coming 
from a busy northern city there was 
something fascinating In the lazy, 
happy lives of these southerners 

The music teacher In a small vil
la • attracting almost as much at
tention as the President In Washing
ton she was luvlted to dinners, plc-
nlfp and dances until she realized 
she was enjoying a belledom she had 
n. \er before experienced 

Her landlady, one of the before-
tht war aristocracy, treated her like 
a nest The landlad\'a three bache
lor brothers seemed to think their 
mlBblou In life was to see that the 
new teacher should not have a 
chance to get lonely 

These four, following as near as 
pofsible the old fashioned, luxurious 
stvle of the before-the-war planter, 
hart rented their many Inherited 

I wasn't hypnotized to-night, 
acres of cotton and rice lands and 
considered they had labored as much 
as »UB good for man when they made 
the rounds every fall to collect the 
rent 

The three brothers were known 
tl tough the Bection as Mr Jack, Mr 
fourteney and Mr Pat, and no one 
ewr took the trouble to add their 
lan< name unless It were in conversa
tion Borne one born outside ths 
boundaries of 8outh Carolina. Then 
the Darragh brothers were referred 
t«' Ir the same way one referred to 
tbe flora and fauna of the S t a t e - -
as facts generally known. 

The usual crowd of young people 
had gathered at the Darragh .placs 
on*- night soon after the discovery 
of Dickie Armstrong's hypnotic 
powers. 

"Dickie, do give us an exhibition; 
now do," pleaded pretty l i t t l^Susan 
Meaning from the corner of the old-
fashioned davenport where she was 
lounging in oriental ease. 

Julie North looked her skepticism, 
but seconded the request 

Dickie trumped up as many ex
cuses as a pianist who has been In
vited to play. 

"Really, I have never tried it on 
any one except tbe little negro boys 
I toled Into my office. I don't know, 
even whether it would take the 
same effect upon you palefacos," he 
begged as a reserve card. 

"I have always heard that blondes 
made the best subjects," replied 
Julie. "I'm the only blonde in the 
room, and I offer myself a willing 
subject to the cause of science." 

Dickie started the performance 
with a quaking hear t T h e blonde 
balr seemed to cling to his fingers 
caressingly when he pressed them on 
her temples according to the rules 
and regulations prescribed by mail, 
and he found it harder to concen
trate his thoughts than when he had 
trier tbe subjects at his office. 

Susie Manning giggled, and 
Dickie gave her a reproachful 
glance. 

"The charm positively refuses to 
work when there la any giggling 
going on," he growled. 

Mr. Pat leaned forward and of
fered her a caramel from the box on 
the table. 

"That will keep you occupied un
til the seance i s over," he whispered. 

Dickie grew red with mortification 
when he had tried all the prescribed 
rules in vain. 

Mr. Jack and Mr. Courteney were 
chuckling a good-natured badgery, 
and Mr. Pat was unable to feed 
S'toie Manning caramels fast enough 
to check her giggles. 

Suddenly Dickie stood erect and 
beaming, 

"Hus—shl Be quiet! Site's all 

" ' ", ' m - [-' 
right now," he whispered, and they 
saw Julie's eyes were flxed and »a-
ca>nt. 

She responded readily when he 
suggested she should sing a song 
She went through the whole course 
of Examples for Suggestions that 
lingered In Dickie's memory. 

The docility of his subject fired 
blm with a desire to try new and 
original fields. 

"Are you engaged to be married?" 
he demanded, fixing a stern eye 
upon her. 

"No," came the prompt answer. 
"I . there any man you really cure 

for." he continued, never taking his 
eyes from hers 

"Y-yes," she answered hesitat
ingly 

"What's his name?" demanded 
the merciless Dickie. 

Eusle Manning cried out In pro
test. 

"O. Dickie, don' t - ah, don't! 
That's not playing fair, Dickie: 
that's not honSrable She would be 
so mortified i f ' she knew," and the 
black eyes filled with sudden sympa
thetic tears 

Hut the harm was done Before 
Dickie could repeat or recall the sug
gestion the answer came with start
ling distinctness. "F'al Darragh," she 
sali distinctly 

When they looked around they 
found Mr Pat had slipped from the 
IOCTH 

A fter the crowd had left Mr Pat 
tapped softly on the shuttered door 
lha opened from Julie's room to the 
v e i a n d a 

Please (onie- out a few n:lnut-s." 
ha begged It's not late, and . e 
inoou In absolutely preat" 

She rame out smiling the while 
Hi led the wav to a rustic seat 

nea r by 
I have been nine li worried lately. 

Mis.* Julie" the Southern manner-
Ism of address sounded like a caress 
In h i s Southern voice For the first 
time In rnv life I've made a real and 
complete fool of myself about a 
woman It hits hard when a man Is 
8V 1 realize so fully that I am not 
In It when compared with the >oung 
Bet. but I couldn't help loving ion 

I don't see how any one could " he 
addt d In self Justification 

Some few have t>t»en able to re 
slst ' she was helping the white 
•>i>nd In piles with the toe of her 
sllpptr 

H« leaned forward, his elbowB on 
his knees and his hand supporting a 
melancholy face I know I'm too 
old to attract a girl of 20 like 
Dickie Armstrong would, for In
stance " 

' Sosle Manning could probably 
give you some information as to 'Ir 
Armstrong's powers of attraction." 
sbe rounded the heap of sand with 
the air of an experienced mound 
builder "She told me to-night that 
she had Just promised to marry 
him " 

"I thought It was you'" His tone 
showed relief that Dickie, could be 
labeled "harmless.'' and surprise 
that an Intelligent human being 
could be aware of the existence of 
th' moon when the sun waa in plain 
view 

"I didn't Intend to tell you -I 
thought It would simply worrv you 
to know that I had made a fool 
of myself, but I have changed 

going to Ohiirles-
months and the 
be able to get a 

gr-lit deal of amusement out of the 
fart l hat I left home because you re
fused to marry me " 

The building of sand was de
stroyed by one quick stroke of her 
high-heeled slipper 

"It 1B absolutely necessary—that I 
refuse*'" she leaned forward and 
looked straight into h is eyes. 

' Why —Julie'" be said, and the 
lawn suddenly seemed a veritable 
goiden of Eden. 

Later, when she told blm good
night, she turned suddenly and 
came beck to him. 

"Pat. I must tell you something." 
"You had always seemed so hum

ble, I couldn't make you understand. 
So the hypnotism seemed a fine 
chance. I—I wasn't hypnotised to
night— I was shamming." 

"You darling!" h e exclaimed, 
seizing her in his arms. 

HEW I8THMU8 ROXfTJS. 

my mind I am 
ton for a few-
neighbors might 

Tobacco as Disinfectant. 
The Lancet has been making some 

experiments to test the truth of the 
popular belief that tobacco amoke is 
a disinfectant These experiments, 
says our contemporary, "seem to 
confirm the observation that one of 
the principal constituents accounting 
for the germicidal properties of to
bacco smoke is the powerful anti
septic, formaldehyde The amount 
present Is more than l u s t apprecia
ble, for If wster through which a 
few puffs of tobacco smoke have 
been passed is tested for formalde
hyde t h e result is strikingly positive. 
The quantity of formaldehyde in to
bacco s m o k e would appear to depend 
on the quality and kind of tobacco 
smoked. Thus the cigar appear! to 
yield more formaldehyde t h a n tbe 
pipe, a n d the pipe more than toe ci
garette. It has more than ones been 
stated that tobacco smokers enjoy an 
immunity from certain diseases, and 
the frequent presence o f a powerful 
antiseptic in the mouth, nasal pas
sages, and sometimes t h e lungs (as 
in the case of those who foolishly in
hale tobacco smoke) , would t o some 
extent justify the statement. For
maldehyde i s one of the most power
ful disinfectants we possess, 1 part 
i n 10,000 parts of water serving to 
destroy all microbes, while such a di
lute solution has practically no poi
sonous action on the human organ
ism. Al l the same. It i s most unde
sirable that this fact should stimu
late the practice of smoking tobacco 
absurd excess, for tobacco poisoning 
i s a greater reality than many per
sons think.—London Telegraph. 

Tehaantepec Railroad Makes a Dif
ference of 14200 Miles t o Trade. 
Mexico is about to take a 1.200 

mile kink out o f the line of interna
tional commerce which has been us
ing the Panama route, says the 
World's Work. By the end of the 
year the new railroad across the Isth
mus of Teh uan tepee is to be opened, 
to lnteroceanlc traffic on a large 
scale. 

Tbe railroad has been completed 
for some time and Is in operation for 
local traffic. It is only awaiting the 
completion of i ts terminal ports to 
begin handling ocean freight. These 
ports, though they will not be fully 
completed in leas than two or three 
years, will soon be sufficiently ad
vanced to be used b y vessels of any 
•lKe. 

The railroad, being 600 miles 
north of the Panama Railroad, is 
that distance nearer the natural line 
of the world's east and west com
merce. It will bring New York and 
north Atlantic ports 1,200 miles, and 
New Orleans and Gulf ports 1^400 
miles nearer to San Francisco, Japan 
and China. 

Tbe sailing time from New York 
to Coatzacoalcos. the Atlantic term
inal port, will be six or seven days, 
two days less than t o Colon, the At
lantic port of the Panama Railroad. 
Cargo from a vessel landing; at Coat-
zacualcos say of 10.000 tons, can be 
aboard another vessel In the harbor 
of Sallna C'rus in four or five days. 

In an emergency the transshipment 
could be accomplished In thirty-six 
hours The same freight could not be 
transferred across the Isthmus of 
Panama in less than three weeks. 
poHMibl̂  longer At Rallna Cruz, the 
i'ai 1 fie" port, the vessel Is two days 
nearer San Francisco than it would 
be at Panama This serves to illus
trate what the new route means la 
saving time. 

A British Army Hanson, 
I am sometimes asked t o sympa

thize with a soldier who has been 
subjected to a compulsory process of 
halr-cuttlng on principles Indistin
guishable from those followed In H. 
M prisons, says I^ondon Truth. My 
sympathies are always aroused by 
tht-se sad tales, and I wonder that 
commanding officers, or any one else 
In authority, should desire their sol
diers to look as If they had Just come 
out of JalU In the last complaint to 
hand the man relates that the day 
after he had his hair cut In the town 
the sergeant major objected )fi the 
artlbt's handiwork, and had poor 
Tommy marched to the regimental 
barber, who operated so zealous that 
the victim was a n object of oppro
brious remarks for many days sub
sequently, and was ashamed to take 
off bis hat in public' It may possibly 
be desirable that t ome limitation 
should be placed on a soldier's taste 
and fancy In wearing his hair, but 
there can be no good reason why dis
cipline should be carried t o these 
lengths 

Prosecuted For Sneeilng. 
Great public Interest i s being 

manifested in the case of a man w h o 
has been prosecuted for sneezing in 
a public street The hero of the In
cident Is one Johann Furtmann, a 
resident of Muhlhausen. a small town 
In Prussian Saxony Furtmann, w h o 
Is highly respected by his fellow-
cltl7ens, sneezed somewhat loudly in 
tbe main street at Muhlhausen. A 
policeman arrested him %on a charge 
of creating a disturbance. The local 
police authorities prosecuted Furt
mann on a charge of gross misde
meanor and rendered himself a 
public nuisance. After a lengthy trial 
Furtmann was acquitted. The police 
authorities appealed against the de 
cision, and a new trial Is necessary. 
Furtmann announces that he wi l l 
call medical evidence t o prove that a 
polypus in bis nose prevented M m 
sneering less loudly than was t h e 
case when the arrest occurred. 

Appendicitis as a Craw*. 
Dr. Doyen gives his testimony a s 

to the extent to which wrong; diag
nosis leads to useless operations for 
appendicitis. In h is o w n experience 
operations of the kind have been car
ried out on patients in tbe> early 
stages of typhoid fever. One chi ld 
was brought to h i m for operation, o n 
tbe faith of a family doctor's diagno
sis, and he satisfied himself by exam
ination that the symptoms poinjtd, t o 
hoThihg worse {ban worms. So i n 
fatuated were the parents, however, 
that they removed the child and had 
the operation performed •las/where. 

Deadly Banana Bag. 
A banana bug o f the kind which 

sometimes poisons banana eater* 
with a venom more deadly than that 
of the rattlesnake waa found in a 
bunoh of bananas in a South Water 
Street commission house the other 
day. The bug 1B about 2% inches 
long, with a pair o f stiff, overlapping: 
wings, each about an lata wide. 
When it clings to a n owwnipe banana 
one cannot tell where the banana 
akin ends and ths Dog back begins, 
on account of the mottled brown col
or of these wings. Thrown on h i s 
back, the bug reveals three pairs of 
logs and one pair of long feelers.— 
Chicago Record. 

Where the Saddle Came From. 
The early Greeks and Romans 

rode horses bareback. They regarded 
it as unmanly to ride in a saddle. In 
fact, the modern saddle with pom
mel, crupper, and stirrups was un
known to the ancients. Nero gave out 
fancy coverings to his cavalry, and 
the bareback riders of the German 
forests used to laugh a t them. Sad
dles with trees came i n t o use in the 
fourth eentury; stirrups three cen-
isiiet later. 
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