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" Peculiar Features of the Postal
Service in the Far North.

SMALL SALARIES PAID

Ofices !:?lugerly Sought For—Distinec-
tion They Confer on

Trying and Dangerous Position
Aleng Remote Seaboards in Win-
ter—Distribution in Former Times.

Holders—

There is much rejolcing in this col-
ony among the postmasters, as the
sslaries of all under $20 a year are
to be increased 50 per cent. In New-
foundland everything is done om a
small scale, the prime minister sget-
ting but $2,000 a year, while the
great body of postmasters receive
from $3 to $20 per annum as sal-
arfes.

There are 1,483 settlements
around our coast line and on Lab-
rador, and these are served by 517
postoffices. Of these only twenty-
two receive $100 or more and only
thirty-six are voted more than $50,
says a St. John's (N. F.} correspond-
ent of the Chicago News. The big ma-
jority are in the *'$20 or under”
ciass. The explanation of the in-
crease of 50 per cent. for these {s
that ten years ago the colony went
through a financial cataclysm which
nearly terminated tts solvent exdist-
eoce. but by adopting a policy of
drastic economics, retrenching in
every branch of the publlc service, It
survived. Since then it has been
prospering wonderfully, has now
$500,000 as a cash reserve and is in
such assured solvency that the Gov-
ernment is beginning a policy of re-
storing salaries to thelr old time
figure and is starting with the post-
masters.

In a country like this, wi‘h {ts peo-
ple located In ajmost |naccessible
coves and harbors round a coast line
8.000 miles in extent, the postal
problems are curious and sometimes
startling In one hamlel some years
ago an eccentric old clergyman had
his housekteeper appolinted postmis-
tress 80 that be could exercise a su-
pervision over the malls, and he only
permitted the delivery of any corre-
spondence outside of what he con-
sidered important and pressing once
a year--on Christmas Eve Then he
personally distributed the accumula-
tion among his parishjoners, who
were summoned to his house for this
purpose, his plea belng that it dis-
turbed their minds too much for
them to get letters or papers every
wetk. In another place it was the
practice of the postmaster, who also
centered In his person all the other
public functions proper to the place.
to open all letters and read their con-
tents and then hand them to the
parties to whom they were addressed.

Even to this day it {s the practice
on the remote mall routes, for the
courfer to visit each office on his
route in turn and dump out the
whole mall, when the postmaster
there will select such letters and pa-
pers as he thinkas are designed for his
locality and hand him over the rest to
take to the next gtation, where the
same process is repeatedq In winter,
if there 1s a prospect of seal or cari-
bou hunting the courler dumps his
mail into a snow cache at some con-
venlent point and goes off: on this
quest, returning in a week or two, as

the case may be, plcking up his bags:

agaln &nd taking up the Interrupted
service as if nothing had happened,
and generally without a protest being
evoked. Lgst December a postmaster
was tried for robbery of 1 money let-
ter. and a'search of his ofice reveai-
ed piles of mall matter lying there,

..some eight  yesrs. old.. and all o

which copkd have been delivared to
the addroklses guite easlly, &y they
vigited the office .at intervals.

In gome of the hamlets educatiqn
is virtually unknown ahd the advent
of & gchoolmaster was usually fol
iowed by his undertaking all the cor-
respondence for the community.

It seems impoksible to concéive of

*office seeking’ for such places #t
-9uch salaries, yet such Is truly tﬁe
<ass, and as much wire-pulling
dore to obtatn one in a fiship ua;t‘.'b-
nent as Lo secure an ambas}
#lsewhere. Holding the ostffqlbe 31
fightenment, and mﬁmﬁ
Wf the H¥hts of local Hfe a1
t are of réiative valué #hll In
communities where the justices of
thé peace zre barely able to write
thelr names the ablifity to agatime the
<conirol of one of these litjle omces is
highly regarded.

The pust of mail courler on thm
remote seaboards, especlaly in win-
ter, s very trying and dangerous.
Along the dreary wastes of Labrador,
with dogh and sleds, these daring
men draw the Httle and prectous par-
cels of letters—nothing heavier can
be carrfed—as far north as the re-
motest Moravian misafon post on ths
shores of Hudson Strait. sometimes
perishing of frostbite or exhaustion.
and at others of drowning in the riv-
ers and Inlets that have to be
crossed.

Acid Water in Coal Mines.

The water in coal mines 1s usually
acld, and when it comes in contact
with eleciric lines it forms salts of
copper. These salts rapldly disinte-
grate the copper wire. They also in-
terfere with the working of the in-
sulators. Hence {t {is necessary
wherever slectric wires are used fn
coal mines, to keep them away from
confact with water.

. Ialy’s natipnal debt is being re-

duced at tho Tate o: 310 000,00 »
- m' .

AN OIL KING'S EARLY START,

tame in Pennsylvania Wells,

H. 1. Rogers, future master bulld.
er of industrial organizatiops, did
odd ckeores for the neighbars, in Pair-
haven, Massachusetts. whem a boy,
an! earned on the average fifty cents
a week. His first step in real busi-
ness was when he established a news
route of forty-seven subscribers for
the New Bedfard Standard. In one
waek he doubled the number and
struck for seventy-five cents mare a
weelk than the seventy-five cents he
was recelving. This was granted
ar! "he also got an increased
comméission on new subscribers. A

H. H. Rogers.
few months in a grocery store com-
pleted his Frairhaven business experi-
ence, and then, with Charles Ellis,
a schoolfellow, he went to the Penn-

sylvania ofl flelds to make his for-
tune Each had about $200 and they
starte@ in the refining busimess. It
did not go the way Rogers wished, 8o
he sal@ to Ellis:

“Look here! | am going to learn
the oif busimess. You run the office.”

Rogers put on overalls and@ went to
work at the pumps and stills. He
was there early and late, working at
everything, {nvestigating, getting a
grip on every detail, learning how
the business could be run on the
most econoimiecal basis and at the
same time glve the best guality of
product When he returned to office
work, the organization of the Stan-
durd 31l wvas under way It was the
knowvledge he had gained at the stills
that emmxabled him to figure down the
cost of production to the fraction of a
ecent. It was he, also, who was lile
leading factor in the elimination of
competition.

lessening Fire Losses,

1t is both interesting and instruc-
tive to rompare fire losses in Ameri-
can cit3es with cities of England and
Europer where fire resistance has been
plaluly recognized as a public necess-
fty for counturies past

In New York, Boston and Phlla-
delphim the annual number of fires
has been steadily increasing, and in
far greater proportion than the
growth of population. The sama con-
dftions hold true in London, Be:lin
and Parls, but whereas the total
A merlcan losses have increased out
of all proportion to city growth or
expansion, fire losses In continental
cities have not materially increased.

The annual fire loss in Boston is
now about §$15,000.000, while in
an average European city of equal
population the fire loss will be found
seldom torange over $150,000. And
this 18 In spite of the fact that the
dally pumber of fires will be about
the same, and in spite of the usually
marked superiority of American fire
fighting facilitfes. The real reason
for the difference is to be found in
the methods of building construction.

In such citles as Havre, Rouen,
Milan, Rome, Brussels, Antwerp, and
L.eeds, Sheffield and Bristol, in Eoug-
land, ewery fire In the year 1890 was
conflnecd to the building in which it
originated; while in Dresden,. Flor-
‘ence, Vienna and othor clties every
firoe was coxflnped to the floor on
which 1t origipated.

In Hamburg, out of a total of 682
fires In 1890, 669 were confined to
the floor where they started, 669 to
the but7ding. while only ten Bires ex-
tended to the adjoining property.

A coullagration, or the extension
of fire Beyond immediafe adjoin-
ing proyperty, ‘%. not besn kpown
stnce 1 842, Ande we must bear {n
mind thHat inyhy of t.heae reanlts are
obtalned In spite of what Americans
wouiI con der the most ridiculous
; knunz acifithes,

Tt By e Yapet,
Brunel, the fa engineer, wq,s
im;?tnea Ly lnsec for a’'great, ?,d

l ln ent.i n," ewaam a sh
ifé Hng the, may

in,aeyt knqwn o ﬁnzlié;

a&temal when g prij-
fant thought -u urred to
him. He saw that this creature bored
its way Into a large plece of wood
upon which - it was operating by
means ©f 3 very extraprdinary. me-
chanicat apparatuu.

Lookfng at the animal attentively
through a microscope he found that
it was covered in front with a pair of
valvular shells; that with lis foot as
a purchase it communicated rotary
motion &and a forward impulse to the
valves, whitk, acting upor ihe wesd.-
Hke a gimlet, penetrated its sub-
stance, and that as the particles of
wood loosened they passed through a
fissuye tm the feet and thence through
the body of the borer to ita mouth,
where thiey were soon expelled.
“Here,"” safd Brunel to himself, "is.
the sort of thing I want. Can [ re-
produce it in an artificial formx 7" He
forthwith set to work, and the final
result of his labors, after many fail-
ures, vas the famous borlng shield
with which the Thames tunne]l was
excavatesd.

Powlaly the ansuccesstyl hunw‘z
fon the WMorth pole witl uow h‘kﬁﬁ 1]
m tho mned muh.

Massachusetts Newsboy Fimds Fore)
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RULER WANTS A RAISE
Frince of schmruhurg’audomw
in Financiat siul!#-

The Prinos of Sckwamlmrbﬁnﬁnh
stadt rules over a country 363 square
miles In ‘extent, with a population af
about 90,000. For doing this his faith-
tul subjects give him a civil Ust &
$67.000 a year. The prince Is & grana
geigneur in his way, with sxpensive
babits. He owns several casties welt
stocked with servants, and in the
grand old mediaeval way he supporta
a body of musicians who pisy to i
when he is at his meals

The Prince got into fnanclal aun-
cnities because the necessities of ure
are gelting dearer. The Prince call-
ed his Minister of State the other
day and told him there was not much
pleasure in being a ruler nowadaya

“*Look at the price of beef and mut-
ton!” he exclaimed. “My ecooks wani
bigger wages, so do the laundry mmids.
Just look at what clothes cost, es-
pecially uniforms, and { must have
ten unifarms at least!"

So Baron von der Recke, the Min-
ister, convoked the Diet of the Princi-
pality, and the people's representa-
tives appeared, among thern, howev-
er, eight Soctal Democrats . The Min-
ister made a pathetic staterment avout
it e Prince belng a good man in trou-
ble and asked for an additlonal an-
nuai sum of $8,600 to help him ou..
The debate that ensued was one Ot
finest (o the annala of German Parlia-
ments. The Soctialists wanted to kuow
about the brass band, what it was 100
and what it coast. They had heard or
curious offictals up in thoge castles cali-
ed ushers and chamberlains.
were they for? They gurned the
Friuce's housshold accounts inside o1,
and finally declared they would not
grant a penny more, and that if tao

there were eight Socialist subjects o1
his who were willing to take nis
place and do his work for half the
moaey. ’ '

‘The Prince was furious and dissolv.
ed the Diet, and over the peacetul
principality now rages a comstitution-
al siruggle unegualied in bitterness,

Making of Haliistones.

If one would know how a haflstone
is formed he must first dissect §t, He
will find that it i8 composed of a

concentric rings or zones, and each
zone in turn will have jtg evideacs
to give concerning the making of the
hailstone on its way to the earth.

An atom of dust is the nucleur o1
each hallstone. The atoms of dust per-
vade every part of the atmospnere
and aro found not only in the lower
strata of the air, but the winds carry
them to the tops of the highest moun-
tajns. 8o that, no matter whether sam-
ples of afr &re obtained by balloonists
or mountain climbers, minute parti.
cles of dust are always to be found
in them. It Is coming to be believea
that without these atoms of dust upon
which the molsture or the afr can set-
tle there would be no raindrops. ‘wo
fog, no spow, dew, clouds or bhail
Without these minute platforms, as
they ayo called, upon which the mote-
fure condenses as it alights, ram
would be continually pouring aown
vpon the earth. These motes keep tne
atmosphere buoyed up til! such times
as circumstances compel them“o yieid
up the supplies they have colected. 11
a Jittle vapor sbould happen to con-
dense on s particle of dust floating
almlessly about in the air there is
the beginning of what, under favor-

sjzed hailstone.

height. The clouds which floar at
the greatest distance, from the earth

often many miles above the tops of
the highest mountaitis. 'If the begin.
ning of 8 bailstorm dan only dive to
the earth from this hefght it will, id
its ‘headlony flight. puss throdgh strata
of air differing very much as régaris
temperature and molsture, and these
&re cijoumstances most favorable to
it development. '
bogin its descent it must fhd some
way of being carried up to these
heights. So the journey is mede by
getting into thy way of one of the
strong  asoensional cwrents which

what |

Frince could not llve en $47,000 a year k

quantity of tiny crystals arrabnged {n’

able circumstances, will become & full
i The hailstones to attain great size |
must plunge to the earth from a great | s

are those known i tHe OIFFUs ST ArE {1l
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Bailvoail st Fifiy-Seven.

Alexander Johneon Cazsatt retined
independently wealthy gt the mge of
forty, and seventeen years iater he
returned to dowminata one of the lag
est raiiroads in the country. He was
born in Pittsburg. Though pooy, his
parents gave-him . good elueation -
Hoa became a oivll enginear, anad the
firat work he got to do was on & road |
betng-bulit in Georgla. e romained |
in the South two yeara and on thew
breaking out of the Civil War he re~
turned North, and entered the ser~-
vico of the Pennsylvania Ralfroud,
taking the loweat pogition in hia do-
pariment, *

Caasatt's ability won rapid promo~
tlon. In nine years he buflt new !
roads, reprganized the company's
shopa, improved the construction of.
cars and locomotives and began the
work of bringing. contributing Hunes
tnto a systom of raflroads undesr one
management. Thén, when he was
thirty-one years old, the pogitton of
general manager was crested for
him,

One of the first things he gid in
this position was to introduce the alr-
brake which at that time recsived
scant encouragement from raflroad
men,  Cassatt wu told that it wam
usaless,

His experimenu cont thousanxdi ot
dollars, but thoy estabHshed the
practicabllity of the air-hrake.

It was Cassatt also who daveloped.
the idea of combining individual
roads into one great system, ln 1812 |

Alexmidér J. Oanaatt,

he execited a grahd coup aod pifre:
‘chased- for the PenusylvAnia the cone"}
trojling stotk of .the Phﬂme}:ph!u,_
Wilmington. snd ' Baltimore: Romd, 8
line the Baltimora and Ohlo m;ﬂe
had been secretly sseking. to obtain.
It took €assatt one night to anginget-
the deal, and ln payment for the}
stock a check for $14,249,053.30
was drawn—up to that time the- Invge
est single check ever drawn ina biighs
ness tratsaction.
Cassatt was firat vlne-prmment ok
the road when he withdrew in 2§83,
and for seventeen years he ram;!ned
out of raliroad affairs.
turned it was an president of thl
Pennsylvania zyatem.

Teaching Indians Polftics,
Politicians. are organizing clubs
among the Indlan voters in the Choo

ted Indians are nnthuniasuo over Alle
new order of things, but say It mkn

cliibs maid fo-day: Lol
X w mt mmm ﬂmﬁ
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In iglch a place it is pot loux tre-
tore the mbfsture on the.atom of dust |,
freezes. The form which the frozen
motatdie takes &epends ypon. cireun-
stanieh, but thbre afe ihany possibii-

a tih:v,- pellet of_ srow, or insy i
ihipeofaﬁ‘fétctyiﬂuwfﬂm 3
the form of a frozen crym.l or the

these #hapés will Berve &s excel-
lent beginning for a further chifige.

It is casily understood thit the|
force of gravitation has been con-
stantly pulling this atom of dust ana
its congealed moisture toward the
ground. As it stars on its journey
back to the earth it will pass through
strata of air which differ greatly in
.moisture. and temperatore.  Some. 0f.
the alr will be above the freezing point
and other layers will be below it, while
it wili be no uncommon thing for
the hailstone to dash through a cloud
some thousands of feet thick., ‘The
hailstone itself, with its heart of 1es,
is always below the freezing point,
go that any moisture which settles
npon it Is promptly frozen and forms
a givdie of ice about the pucleus.
When the hailstone passes through
the air that is below the freezing

whils

the form of a cleny zome of leé
e[n (air iz

on the other hahd, vwihen éhe
motstened and ity molsture s ahov

form of & frodén *rﬂ”ndz‘op Any o[ B

o ﬁ{mm ’ i l m“m' I% qg

| solf sipporting twenty-five
rels fixed fn grooves at mﬁaﬂa

point the mbisture setties upon it in ] 2.0 ki

Jf,:%"’t’ .},}?’f{ Ariably, conildera
5 it
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Yights pnd Jnplings 0f others he il

$: professlonsl wan Oor i IW
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_The outrage most closely recalied,

tempt to assassinate Louls Philipie,’

i July, 1835, as the king rede along |
thie Mies of the Natlonaf snnv& gn
the Boutevard du Temple, Fays ‘s
London writer. There came a crash
A Tush of Gullets Lo 1
fppa’s arm was grazed; his nm‘sez £
shot in the neck. Marshal Mortier{
fell dead, and about tmrteeu of¥ior |

Feschi had taken the npper
floors 6f o house several weeks: hes| &
fore, and there rigged up an oaken
frame, 4  feet by 3 feet, 6 mvhes; Sup:
ported on four posts of oak, and. fi-
gin. Ha
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