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arbor.
She was short, with a flat-chested,
angular figure and a long, white face.
Her grayish halir was parted down
the middle and decorated by four
tortoiseshell combs. Walter's intro-
ductory remark sfartled bher to at-
tention at once.
“Margaret,”” he began, just on the
other slde of the paling, "I'm afraid
I've brought some terribly bad news.
The —the fact is I've left the office.”
“Left for good, do you mean?”
asked Margaret, and Miss Penfold
could detect the tremor in her votce,
“Yes, there's been a desperate
row,” sald Walter.

“What about?” demanded Mar-
gm‘et..

that -the back of her head touched
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| garet, quietly.

the fence; her knitting ncedles were
still, .and the comforter -was pressed
down on heér knées.

‘“Davy accugsed me of-—of dishon-
4sty,’” sald Walter., ““He charged me
with stealing a-—a hundred pounds.”
“What did you do?” murmured
Margaret, aftor o momentary silence.
“There was only one course open,”
was the answer., "l threw uyp my
berth and—and I came away.”
“Wasn't it possible to prove that
Mr. Davy was mistaken?” satd Mar-

| N owwiinfortunately e roturtied.
“Yon understand, there are things
one can’t always prove. As a matter
of fact, the monsy has gone. 1t has
Yeen taken by somebody in the office.
Of course, it's 4 disastrous businexs
for 1me. Usecless to try for anothez |
berth- m&ms comntry, TWhHEIT have to
£0- #brosd.”

At this interesting point In the
conversation, Miss Penfold’'s small
servant came out by the back door
and walked toward her mistress.
Mrs. Anscombde was in the drawing
room, the girl safd,and so Miss Pon-
fold had vo alterndtive. Qsthering
up her wo6l, she left the arbor and
made her " reluctant way into the
house.

Hyr disappointment was to gsome
degree counterbalanced by the ad-
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vantage of being the first to.spread ]
the news in the neighborhood, and

she sent Mrs. Anscombe away burn-
ing with curiosity to discover how
the exciting fact had come to her
knowledge.

Miss Penfold did not from the
outset entertain a moment’s doubt
concerning Walter Redmond’s gufilt,
but as, happily, it was Wednesday,
she went to the evening service,
where she found an opportunity of
spéaking to Mre, Davy hersell. ,
It appeared that Walter had been

,"lhd&’llvldii

Nobody in Southbridge conld im-
agine what had induced Miss Pep-
fold to change ber mind snd glve
Margaret Venables a peir of salt ceol-

town, where it had
been generally agreed &t the last
Dorcas meeting to show adlsapproval
of the marrlags by withholding the

Being Margaret’s next door neigh-
bdr, of course Miss Penfold enjoyed
although
parbaps, have blushed it
anyone had gueased to what extent

The gardens were separated by »
high oak paling, on each side of
On Miss
Penfold's side stood an arbor, and
Jrom this secluded position It was

Venables was, 1t
must be admitted, aot a little prim
Approaching het 25th
when her mother died, nine
months ago, she had elected to stay
on {n the little house, under the pro-
tection of a maid of all work young-

Margaret was tall, with a charm-
rounded fAgure disguised to
some degree by 1ill-Atting, old-fash-
Penfold
confessed that she liked to watch her
neighbor's face, though nobody had
oxpected the possibility of her mar-
riage- —especially to such a man as
In her lonely olr-
cumstances it would have offended
her sense of propriety to invite him
io enter the house, and thus it hap-
pened that he carried on his wooing

Partly because he wore a panama
hat Walter was generally supposed
o “lack ballast,” and this in spite of
for since
Davy's attack of paralysis, 18
months ago, Redmond had managed
the entire busineas of the lawyer's

In due course Miss Penfold heard
to become hia
wife, telling herself that doubtless
Miss Venab‘e s $1,000 a year, to say
nothing of the house, provided u&e

How a serious, sensible young
woman could choose such a super-
albeit good-
looking man was more than Miss

One evening {n June, two months
after the beginning of the engage-
ment, Walter reached the house at 6
o'clock, and, having rung the bell,
was {nvited to walk round by the
miniature greenhouse to the back
garden,- where he- found Margaret
awaiting him and looking her best
in a wide-brimmed rush hat; and on
the other side of the oak paling Miss
Penfold sat, knitting a comforter, in

“Miss PeifoRY kb -véry “~erett, wo

cuted.

obvious that Margaret
turaned him adrift

Miss Penfold's bhearing

tions.

the colonies.

subject at the next Dorcas mesting;

- | marriage.

Anscombe,
body

present.

Penfold found it difficult to refrain
from pity for a young woman who,
having been carefully nurtured, and
being herself suitably scrupuldus
and punctilious, should yet be mis-
guided enough to. accompany this
disreputable person «eross the seas.
Miss Penfold sat at her bedrecom
window watching Margaret tending
her beloved plants, and imagined how
regretful she must feel to leave her
garden at its best. The girl's face

during the last few days, although,
it she chanced to look in her nelgh-
bor's direction, it would be certaln
to lighten with one of Margarot's
sweot, irresistible smiles.

No doubt, thought Miss Penfold,
such faith was an eminently deslra.—
bie thing from Walter Redrmond's
point of view. To say nothing of
Margaret's money, which would keep
her from destitution, surely her com-
radeship might prevent him from
sinking still lower.

While Miss Penfold never passed
a day without carrying her knitting
to the arbor by the oak paling, whlle
she overheard many a private con-
versation, she never listened to any
reference to the cloud by which
Walter was overshadowed. Margaret
never hinted at her disappointment
or at any possible hardships in store,
but constantly talked of the pless-
ures of the voyage, and guestfoned
him concerning his intentions on
reaching thetr destination._

But one beautifel summer even-

the scent _of roses.. and soney
‘wiven ‘tire blushirds wera singing,
end no cloud counld be seen in the
sky, one evening, a week before the

bor, knitting a mitten, when she
‘heard Walter Redmond’s voice with-
in & few feet of ‘the vak paling.
**Few women,” he was saying, evl-
dently in the middle of a conversa~
tion, “would have been plucky
enough to stick to me as you'vs
done.”

Margaret dtd not answer, but 2w
Penfold ceased knitting., ‘“‘Few in.
deed!” ghe said to herself. ‘“Fow, in-

] deed could have 'p{%x‘%mmm L HHndlS Lonid for waler. Thers

~-~*F-ean’t atterapt to tell you what
1 think of you,” Walter continued,

“or what I'think ¢f myscif. I've gone
through a terrible struggle,, Mar-
garet—"

8tili Migs Penfold could not, to
her regret hear Margaret's raply, butlv
& sonnd  something sesembling a
catch in the breath, reached the Ms:
tener’s ears.

darkness,”

say this evening.”
“What prevented you?”
mured Margaret.

“¥ou,” he answered.

mur-

you _fmagine the vast difference -It-

whenr I might, just by keeping quiag
take you with me? Do Y¥ou know why
1 am making this long lnttodue-
tion?*’

“No,"” sald Margaret.

: ; past 1
8 | sod that hia gnm s e@mmm
beyond guestion. He g boen exd
peiled frcm the office and .oughi to
feel grateful that he was not proge.

It was a shoock to Miss Penfold the
following morning when ohe maw
Walter Redmond enter the adjoiming
garden just as i1 nothing extraoxdl-
nary bad cceurred, whereas from the
mapner of his reception, it seerned
had not

Indeed, the ensulng foew days €&
tabished the fact that, of the whole
population of Southbridge, Margaret
Venables was the only peraon who
still belleved in Walter's innocence,

Nor did she for a moment hesitats
to express her convietlon, She went
about the town as usual, holding Rer| garet.
hend, it might be, a little more
e, and, although her face looked | that what vy and the Test of them |
wistful and pale, Miss Penfold conld | said was teue?” cried Walter. H
only deecribe her manner as deflaxnt,

Meeting kind hearted Mrs. Davy
in High Strest Margaret detiberately | thief?
“eut*’ her; she gQuarreled with sev.
eral of her mother's oldest and dear-
est friends because they could not
re-raln from advising her to refuse
6 §j to have any fturther dealing with
Redmond; and more than once in

It =zo0n became known that Mar-
garet was trying to let or to sell her
house and its furniture, that she was | everything.
already making preparations for a
very early wedding, after which ahe
wus to sall with Redmond to one of

Resenting such behavior en Mgr-
garet's part Miss Penfold, as every-
body has anticipated, referred to the

when she suggested that no aotice
whatsoever should be taken of the

Although, on the motion of Mrs.
it was agreed that any-
who pleased should be at lb-
erty to witness the ceremony, the
unanimous deciston was arrived &t
that no one should send Margaret a

Nevertheless there were oceaslonal
moments of weakness when Mizs

ing, when the alr was rrngmnt “alth [ 18
S poindn T wator: - Atd EHer6

wedding, Miss Pentold dat In her ar- F8almon and tosdkersl dre Byt b

tnsoribed on & posteard mo fewﬂr'

Bhekespeare and Dickens, & chaptep')
“—with the principles of light and {from (Genests, and the song, “‘Home’ .

sald Walter, “which L{Swest Home.” The work is m%eaw— SR
suppose, lurk somewhere fn most of {tifully done that many people-haye | s
us. A dozen times I’ve come here fhesn able to read the writing wttﬁ g
meaning to say what I'm golng t0 fthe naked aye.--mtamu. :

"At first, 1|teaching of French in the public:
trie@ to dsceive myseit-—to make |schools of all conntries. His conten~
myself helieve I ought to keep. pl-|tton is that Prench must eventun;' '
lenco for your own sake. The simxple Ihecome the. nuiverssl JanEnes

Tact is that | couldn't face the no-|emuse it is the cleverest of mngue:
cassfty to lose you. Becauss,” helgnd me most phonstic, Ha i&?ﬁ o1

to put you away out of my life. Can the anua. and Is more sene?alt d
will make to me—to go aloms, ahid.|borders than any otherr

which have eight rows of enrls
. whersas those of the Prince. of
“Becguse, when you have hemd Pndtes are allowed sovan Yow

Mntgum:“n nm \mrdn Mx@
Siss Pentold tor be the most mtnnn %
Ing she had sver heard. Thel voiee
was perfoctly
s#plte of its lownoes,

watd,
“No,” answored Walter; Pyon ﬂm,r'

halt worthy of you, hit from frat to

merited gs {1 was, your faith seemed

posseased.'
*“But 1 aiways kmm." il Murs

“You bhelieved that I wax s—a
-That ] sctually stole that
money? Though Heaven knows I
mesant to replace it,” Walter added.
“I believed you had tsken it from
the first,” sald Margaret.

“Although 1 told you——"
Misa Penfold recognised the depth

Margaret | of ahame in his volca as he hroke of!,
stoutly maintalned her belief lo his 3

perfect {nnocence, even carrying the
war into the enemy's territory and
declaripg that Mr. Dawey, since his| Walter excleimed.
paralytic stroke, was well known to
be less than accountable for his ac-

“8ujl I knew,” said Margaret,
“But-—bnt yoy went about the

*God Torgive ma!” she arled.

mained silent,
‘‘Margaret,”
“knowing all that, in the face of

wife sud to come with me—*
“Yes,” she faltervd,
“And you never once expreszed a

‘1 have =lways prayed that you

before we were marrled,” she ane
swared, &

“And now I have told you?” said
Walter,

gret I had—excapt the one great ri-
gret that you stepped aside, deap
eat.””

Then there was silence and Mism
Panfold f{olt a tear drop on the back
of her hand. Taking out her hands

cellars the following
BSketch.

Unhomorod Murtyra. -
Year by year grows the death rojt §

of gaining a Hvelihood, the Impres-,
slon 1s forced upon us that peace s |

sngage in such occupations of hi:-»
ard. Ah, why? The question fhrmu-c

had grown pitably thin and pallid.|lites its own answer, They are ne-}

cessary to the life. of the cfvilized ||
world, and necesity knows.no law}
of safety, of health, or of anything}
else. Life to exist must destroy life; |
jand the fitiest sutvive. Man may not |

frem and dlstiger, in
“l—1 do know the worat” :bt |

think I am miserably weak and noti
Inst you have beleved in wy lono=}
cence. You have been the only one:
in Southbridge; and somehow, un-i

to be the moat preclous thing I

“You—3you’ cannhot “have veleved |

*‘Yea, I bellevad It,” she answered, §

town inelsting on my Innocencel* )

+ For a few moments they both re-{
sald Walter  then, |

you promized to he myi

doubt' you mever questioned me—'' §

would tell me of your own accordwe |

*You bave removed the only re-|

kerchief, gshe drled her eyes, and riw-{§
Ing, walked slowly into the houss, |f -
She bought the pair of sllvar aan- 13

morn{og.— | &

of industrial martyra, In the matter i}

more dangerous than war. Ths Gues< {§
tion -mrises: Why do nien aird woman | - .

choose his occupation, at least tha
majority of mankind may pot. Fate,

industrial martyrs whera thoey. are’
and only from age, illness, ar acele
dent may they turm to some less
strenuous, less dangerous, and al-
ways less gainfu! occupntion. Msany
descend to that sad 1ot of those who
are described as having no settled
employment. 1t is from such ranks|

thoe Ifke are recruited.-—Technical
World.

environment—what not—puts theéss "

that street sweepers, cab drivers and | .J
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