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BY LAVINIA H- ECAN. 

IfWBfflffWffiiflWIIIMWiHIWWIHI 

I was lying stretched at foil length 
on the long sofa In the library. It 
waa a drowsy afternoon In spring, 
and I had been asleep. Even after I 
awaked, the sweet drowsiness of 
slumber was on me, and I lay tor 
some time with closed lids in that 
thoughtless, dreamless state between 
sleep and waking. Suddenly I be­
came aware of a presence in the 
room, and opened my eyes expecting 
to see my stmt. Instead I saw a 
flash of black before my eyes, a flash 
that shimmered and quivered like su­
perheated air and disappeared while 
I was blinking my eyes to see what 
it all meant, but I was alone in the 
room. The thing gave me a queer 
sensation, and I lay quite still for 
some moments shutting and opening 
my eyes to tee if the black flash re­
appeared. But It did not; there was 
only a sort of tired feeling; back of 
my eyes. 

"Malaria," I said resignedly, and 
I went to look for Amelia to get her 
to make me a lemonade. 

I found the little maid watering 
the flowers down in the pared coon. 
I leaned over the banisters with my 
face in my palms lastly watching her 
swab the dusty aloe, her deft little 
hands glistening like copper where 
the sun touched their wet brown 
fingers. 

"Do you believe in ghosts, 
Amelia?" I asked wearily. 

"Ob, yes, Mamselle," said the lit­
tle maid in her pretty French, as she 
turned her Beared, brown face up to 
look at me. "Don't you?" 

"Of course not," I answered, "but 
I'm thirsty, Amelia." 

Then she flicked the water from 
her coppery fingers, and west away 
to mix me the cool drink of lemon 
and lime Juice which no one could 
make so well. 

When the little maid was gone, 
Aunt 'Cilia poked her big white ker­
chiefed head from the kitchen door, 
and then came tolling up the steps. 

"Tou been sleep in de llbr'y, ain't 
you, honey?" she said when she had 
waddled quite close to me. 

"Yes," I answered wonderingly. 
"Das a mighty po' place to sleep, 

chile," she said. 
"Why, Aunt •Cilia?" I asked. 
"'Case 'tis," she answered laconi­

cally, nodding her head backwards 
toward Amelia, who was coming up 
the steps behind her. 
' "I's Jess tellin' Mamselle she bet­
ter mek you git de feather duster 
and bresh de dust off'n dem bananas 
and dat palm 'fo' you sprinkles 'em, 
ICelia," said the old woman as she 
waddled away. 

"All right, Aunt 'Cilia," said the 
little maid, as she left me to my 
lemonade and to wondering what the 
old woman meant 

But whatever she meant she would 
not tell me. For days. In the 
eagerness of my thoroughly aroused 
cariosity, I besought the old woman, 
said finally offered to bribe her If she 
would tell, till at last the poor old 
thing threw herself down on her 
knees at my feet. 

"Don't mek me tell you, honey 
emfle," she said. "Taln't notbin' 
-gwlne to hurt you;.ef dere was I'd 
taQ you ef it kill me. Bnt.'taln't 
aetata' Hall gwlne to hurt'you, only 
I done been conjured, an' ef I tell de 
hoodoo would git me. 'Fo' Gawd das 
de truth, honey," sad there were 
tears rolling down the old woman's 
alack cheeks. 

Of course this served to excite my 
fsasy all the more concerning'the 
shimmering black spot in the library 

experience of i t I t was much the 
same sort of experience as the first, 
exeept that I had not been asleep. I 
simply lay down on the sofa and 
closed my eyes, opening them sud­
denly, when the black spot shim­
mered and danced and was gone. 

I had told my aunt upon the first 
day of our possession, that the house 
we took waa worthy to be haunted. I 
hare always wondered why my aunt 
selected It. It was, in many respects,, 
the least prepossessing of any that 
the agent showed, us, yet to be sure It 
had a grandeur about it, a sort of 
stately, stuccoed, Creole grandeur 
which was altogether charming to 
eur eyes that beheld Mew Orleans 
tor the first time. But the house 
was plain and tall and straight and 
square; there were no quips and 
cranks about Its appearance on the 
outside, though the interior was all 
that the most fanciful heart could 
wish, 

I frankly confess that the black 
spot In the library set me to thinking 
that romances may be better framed 
than realised, particularly a s I could 
not speak to my aunt about i t We 
had come South for her health, and 
It became my constant care to keep 
her from knowing about the spot. 

Nevertheless, I set myself to find 
oa t what it meant X rummaged all 
• t a r the hoses. In every crack and 
etsster, aad fsnad WISWT septet clse-

eta and bidden Spring* mat 4 nad 
hitherto bees ignorant of. But be­
sides these my search was almost 
fruitless; there was not a scrip o f 
manuscript, nothing t o ten of any 
termer history of the house or ot i t s 
inhabitants. One day, however, when 
I had about concluded my effort* 
would be in vein, Amelia was help­
ing to arrange some books and mag-
asinet in the big, empty wall cans l a 
the library. Suddenly the little maid 
l e t fall a heavy volume. The book: 
had slipped from a pile which she) 
was attempting to lay on the shelf 
sad striking heavily against t h e 
back of the ease, opened a secret 
door therein concealed, and dropped 
with a sort of broken fall Into the 
niche behind. It Is needless to say 
I lost no time in searching amid t h e 
dust and cobwebs of the little closet 
where I found two email off plc-
tsxres and a little plaster bust. With 
eager bands I brushed tie-dust from 
t h e pictures, and. taking them to t h e 
light, found one to be the portrait o f 
a delicate, sweet-faced boy witb 
timid blue eyes and fair hair. Across 
the back of the canvas was written? 
"Jean, aged ten years.*' The other 
picture was of s lad seemingly fif­
teen or sixteen' years of age, a hand­
some, black-haired, black-eyed boy 
whose expression I did not like. The 
piaster east was the head of a grin­
ning Faun* so stained and dust COT-
ered as t o be scarcely recognisable). 
Beside the dust and grime the Fans 
was further disfigured by a'creek 
but poorly patched, running entirely 
around the head, clearing the right 
cheek and slanting downward 
through the mouth, <mnd dashing 
squarely across the face, so that i t 
spattered both eyes, was a hideous 
black ink spot 

Here at last was a clue to t h e 
mystery, but what it would lead to X 
could not even conjecture. Was i t 
the shimmering black spot I bad 
seen so often now, which darted 
across the Faun's face as 1 set It o n 
the high library mantel between t h e 
two portraits? Perhaps It was only a 
passing shadow, for some one had 
crossed the threshold. 

*"Fo' awd. missy, honey, whar-
bouts yon git dem things?" said 
Aunt 'Cilia as she entered. "Better 
put 'em back whar day come f'um, 
honey, batter put 'em back." 

By his time the old woman h a d 
reached the fireplace, and stood 
looking up at the pictures. 

"Po' 1111 Massa Jean." she eaid c a ­
ressingly, "po* H'll lamb." 

"Who is the other boy. Aunt 
'Cilia?" I asked. 

"Dats Massa Pierre, missy, ol* 
Marster's older gran'son," th% o l d 
woman answered hesitatingly. 

"Jean's brother,?" I asked. 
"No, no. missy," she said quickly; 

"he's H'll Jean's cousin." 
"Tell me about them." 
"Dere ain't much to tell, missy," 

she said slowly. "I wish dere w a s 
mo'. Dere ain't notbin' 'tall hot jestf 
dat de H'll boys uster to live here 
wld ol marster, an' den when o l ' 
marster died, he lef* everyt'ing t o 
Werre an' po' li'U Jean nothln'." 

"How long ago has that been?'* I 
asked. 

"Long ago," the old woman a n ­
swered; ••when de boys was it'll fjsf-
lers, soon arter dese pictures waa 
painted." . - . - , * ' 

"And what has become of the) 
boys, Aunt HX^K-^'WC^ZSX 

"De L*wd only knows, hosey/* 
she said earnestly. "I with X did. 
Massa Pierre he went abroad, an'. X 
•spec' he's linn' dere yet It's Mas 
you rent de house ftn. He's got mo' 
houses here, too, what de mine-agent 
looks areter. But po* H'll Mass* 
Jean, I wish I knowed where he i s , 
po' lamb. I been tryln' all.dee* 
years to fin' out Ef I knowed—-** 
The old wonman paused abruptly. 

"If yon knew. Aunt 'Cilia," I sug­
g e s t , "What then?" 

"Notbin', honey; nothlnV* remon­
strated the old woman hurriedly, 

^ • p m «£ i£$fr&to> Jw*. item* 
weak, So Amelia brougnt «oo.<! i»u--
lows and Slopped mo up pa ttes> 
leather couch in the library bectua* 
It was cooler there, 'Lata, .tm/-the, a f ­
ternoon when the sum, crept, round 
.that war for .* farewell iojMh,, t b « 
little maid doted the blinds, drew/ 
bask the red tapestry curtains and 
fanned m e to sleeps 

f«must have dosed for some tima* 
for suddenly I awoke with a sense ojf 
heaviness and oppression. The black 
spot flashed before my eye*., then 
shimmered and danced across that 
room till St rested like a scar, blood-
red, serosa the Um of toe Faun, 
which in another moment fail fa t h * 
fioor with, a loud crash, 

X remembered to have screamed 
and covered my face with my heads, 
and then I must, hare been vacon* 
Sdilous f or SHjpntv time. „---.--- » ^ 

When; 1 .came to myself I ,*sa.isv 
my own room, and the white haired 
old man from tat tittle uptowm 
e a e e was bending over me. My s e n t 
was there, too. smllinc ioorousjr is* 
tee me earning round again, a n d 
Aunt 'Oils, was taming my pillow, 
wails the little maid fanned m 

"You are muck better, ms4«moi-
selle, is I t not so?" said the oi lman,A 
to bte soft French. 

"Have 1 been w y m i " I asked. 
"J**, perhaps, medemolsells." 
"tjongT~ 
"Three weeks, l , 

"And the black spot—do yast 
know about it?" I asked. • i ; 

"Yon told m* while you were ItU-
the old man answered. "But it haa 
gonenow»", 

"Tell m e about it,** X said,. 
"It is A long story and mademoi­

selle Is weak," he said gently, "u, 
story about two boys, "Pierre a n d 
Jean, whose portraits yon found 1st 
the little closet, and about a will timt 
was hidden in the Faun's head a n d 
which w a s not found till that d a y 
when yon *tre taken ill 

"I remember," 1 interrupted htm* 
"the Faun's face was cleft with « 
blood red tear." \ , 

The old man smiled. v> . 
"The Faun's head had been &«*? 

ken," he said, "and mended again 
with wax. The heat of the st» melt-
ed the watx and parted the old flleft. 
There are red curtains to the library 
window, mademoiselle; doubtieew 
that accounts for the blood-red scar 
as the cast fell In two before yonr 
excited gase." " ' • t < 

"But the black spot?" I persisted. 
^I'd a told you 'bout it bsfoVmlav 

sy, Hottsy,*' said Aunt 'Cilia* "«C 
Massa Pierre hadn't hoodooed me. I 
knowed *bout It, 'ca'se 1 w*s atg% 
'fo' It started, an* I heard folk! what 
lib here talk 'bout It eber since. Bnt 
Masker Pierre he hoodooed me, an' 
I's skkered to tell. X dunno how 
come,*' the old woman went on, "bat 
Masser Pierre was ol' Marster'* faw-
or*te. Look lack Masser Jean was too 
gentls an' good fer to please him,** 
and Aunt 'Cilia turned her eye* 
humbly to the old white hatred man 
beside me in a way that set mar 
thinking. "So ol' marster mek a will 
an' left everything to lissser Pitrrev 
Masser Pierre be was aBus bol' a&f 
reckless, an' one day, when 1 went 
np dere in de Ubr'ry to tek ol' »MKS>* 
ster a cup 6' cottee Masser Pierre) 
was dere talkie to hltn, anaxm* hisa 
fur money. An* somehow 'anther ol* 
marstre wouldn't let Ida! have It, am* 
den Pierr* *)t mU an* J e r k i s de 
Mg iak botue an' dash tt at saar-
ster-s heed. It hit him sMe de head, 
den glanew an*- strike »g*Iaet dat 1 
irm ftll-a y*ww «**'so!st1>t"tn-'4*-*sy*e>- ^tMi^nm^^^-VMltittM^t 
ffWH' w g e a * -ssst ^afWB/w*a*w^B***~'' "•!ir*waeseisp • • • • fl?"»wewjw^s^j *-eswe^e» *>• •sswav^^sjr se^w w^w^ êsBflBSBBBsaw 

I ^ A A , i ^ ^ j * - «.«> **mm eWtskib. .aaaa# . svlss aesj'ss '" One day late in summer, with t l ie 
little Amelia for company, I waa 
walking along a narrow street above 
Oanal, "up town," s s w e had come t o 
cal l it, following the fashion of our 
aoighbora. It wss hot and sultry,, 
with not a breath of s i r to stir t h e 
dusty leaves that hung Hnjp on t&e 
languorous trees. Suddenly, on t h e 
hot pavement before me danced tin* 
black spot; then waving and skim­
ming It rose and flashed before my, 
eyes, blinding me. I staggered and 
would nave fallen, bat the little1 

maid caught me. 
A moment later I w a s on the cool 

inside of Che little shop before whtcn 
ww had been passing and a klnd-
faoed, blue-eyed, white haired o ld 
man waa bending over me, feeling 
m y pulse. 

"You became faint, i s it not, mada-
molseile?" he asked gently. 

"Yet; it is the heat, I think/* 
said I. 

"Ah, yes , the beat no doubt," h e 
said with a smile, "and the malaria." 

l ie gave me something to drink, 
something that was very cool and 
sold, and by-snd-by he called a cab 
and handed me Into It a s tenderly sue 
If I bad been a child. X glanced back 
a t htm aa he stood In the little ottos 
door, and read on the winde* beside) 
him the sign painted ttt ffttt letter*: 
"XHwter Jean." 

. ™ * * B i JP"9i BFQBSUGJSSBI •R'.BWI.^TJSJF tejaw«4aw^ idBBSll l 

anbrtd^l topea . Dsaol'niarster.risi 
sp'In . b i s - wrath an* s^~;tell,llasaisr; 
Pierre d a t he rwae disinherit h i s s , 
an*. 1 S T ^xdg«-'--t». ,ls*f»..e> k«M|si,. 
Twara't Jong after d a t to* ©V » a » -
ster died, an' de tsry day of de fax«-
eraV dess s s deyw takin' de corpaw 
out, Masswr Ptene turn Walkln' oert 
er de libr'ry. an' h im been gosks 
seaos de day niarster ofdered.alsa 
off. He had a paper In h i t haft' 
look; like he didn't want de tolke t o 

M I I H H I .l.hml niuijjj 

on the momlttg of its annuel fair, 
4fajto*m0*9mi M«L/%ss*it 
el|>ty T i U a i « come U«<>Pl# i s $fe 
swarms. To them g o out all the 

*JF*»** 
S^?#*;i'i'('-

mam wramsa^married oif alagle, &CI!ffl& Wm&& Wt m 
each bearing a, small flowsf |b|r« 
landed vessel of vwlne, and all at* 
tended *m tkffc f&tm^M$r4&m' 
iast-precaatiott i« taken from motives 
0|.d|efere<n^**Mr*.»3lr«a^» *x1$p 
visiters approach the young women 
offer to each * taste of wise sad-*-* 
kls* This itrange oustom Is safe* 
posed' *» «*** !** m*t£*>1& the sseape 
of tome Helmagen women, ajfter be­
ing carried of by tats fujifki. A* &te 
neared tbelr own homes, 0Y*rma»y 
terlnf joy vtnted Itself In *l$tpmi$' 
every neigthborly faoe at s4ght-*»sr 

1 

UaeqwAl k^es daa>d Featarte 
.. , A person't «y«s are out of H*S fft 
two esses out of nte, land oae eys i s 
stronger-than the other In sens,per--
sons out of- tee, The right is also, as 
a rule, highsr than #vtrUfk% J g 

qpH^ito*. lartefi j s r o s s t s g e ^ i s ^ 
facts prevailing among fair-nsired 
people. The smallest vibratlos of 
ss^ff^sssiji a#sBy^ssj SrWA #sisw«^^.esssB^^SiS'Ssejp^s^s5 j ss^s^sjeiFBseĵ  

with one war tbaa wit*4 both, Tnf. 

t*i^8KBrm^rtth«^«i!i iot*4m% »W^*»* « # * » % • 
. T Vist&iw'^Wtl i>»>^ , 

.we 1%^4#^**>« t W W s ^ M 
$W%K .-asr «*̂ wg«r m m^m^^^f^^^-f^m^ 
is* 5ftuiî r"̂ S%~»«̂ *r iW dm^T***^ 
«»t dtels«s«ggê tk«>-;I w ̂ -> ' $ w f s4 f tH> 

:#mmM)0te4m»&m&4 

fl'ngers jpr«irt»f t«w UfMb W*J?* 
tha,t .of t h e thdumb grows slowest 
it* fltty-fonr esses o u t of .One kun-
w i w w % ŝ>wf ewss)^i asssa^ s e r SBejejedrê **̂ *̂! ^saesjssa Ŝ SBY^B^ 

xltrlvt,—JC=»nK«>uwn. 
,_" "TO s)TU»Y Wstm|flJTY#f 

Wltpt«|ftr«|c*, on ft* pert of $& -j^MitMimmfr* Hnm&* 
Mt b»t i s tt»*trl«t l«w^tl^#tfw*i* 4 

Slid ku tx*n sine? its promul(»tion ^ps«- i * f » * " _ .... 

' "" ' MBfe-̂ st-
T*^ ̂ •s^P^afs^p'gy^Bj W^MpPBW^iBww^|q^-, 

ijiurdiei"*!**. wiioteiv *mi i» « S V ; « * * ^ * J « J # 

nail* ot two Ingers sjstsr gr«f MWi> e^peciM •%»• stoitiok wish its terma aw 
the same wusldlty. tnal of the middls Z*T^~ ^ ? T = ^ *^ f ^ T _ ^ 

Decline of InoHah •Irth Rats ss 
i t Invsstlgatedt 

Bugenlcs is the name of s &f w s # 
ence which Dr. Qaltoh expound^ to 
the Sociological society recently, sad 
which the society Intends to systsmat' 
Ue. Its first aim Is the study of here­
dity, In order to arrive at laws wWoa, 
govern It. T̂o dstenalne how Isr His. 
decltoe ot the birth rats Is indlcattve 
of national deterioration and wket 
coijidlUons prodaot, "ArivliMf ,tsss» 

,llies Is also ^ . . o t . t h e ytfjfc;&&#. 
.n.sw.wlsnjias,,,.v ••; /,.» ,.-/.-;',['•",;,.-..'.'.,vv"; 

p,. Gsl^n, in.. .explsbiwf, tall'' i|pr 
-«6,oe>.^hlt&4«.$i*. ^M|«-'^ss¥vlf' 

seems t&'im-M.fmfWiw.Um^ 
tmt%* *4»oH||i;:foJJy &•*&•&&&: 
,,*tS^co,U,rssv;-: ^t- ,p|s^ :; . l (^<:#' ist*t; 
confirm t^la view, l ^ s i tofli#oss 

:,h|Vf ImtaeiiM, p^fsrv;-; ^'mwm 

be made. .-'- '*.w ..'•*-• '.;',"!'T,,''•'.. 

uert, "hx migenfes becoming a rillglotts 
• dopis amonf mankind, but its detalU 
must -|ttwi,;be.'.wbrlt;«»<|, ^ t .ie^Willyv 
to thd>-sttjay^'"- •• '•'••'••*• .•' • •• •" '" 
;Th»t w o ^ ' i V & ; e n ^ M # » l # s r ^ 

Sooloioglcal i>cjety propbgclg to \t0Sfr' 
take. • ' **?•: : .V•/*'*r^ .1 

Gwr#ie Barnam W&:^€&*h 
trlbuttott; to tlnj ,«ts*uj4«|c*|, wh&J/ 
ihower Snst his views 1^ thi|^tr*; 
rlsgO; questiptt̂ ; e ^ ^ d e ^ U ^ J s ^ : 
•than, an age •be^lWs^s/v-;-;': V;-V v 
•• 'W* hjkvf fferer AjM&m\t i p 
»• Miasn r b|^ \ |n fe^)a>^osHf% 

penie/aud In defiance of'oar 
•to, oleilr. ̂ tlie -wly îiV' "^ J;J'^ 
s^gliihinsn; '))Ht ws 
^l«tlflcstei«lo secure 

.UslUnsJî ^WFhsŜ ae;VsBka,' 

Wsslijer1o?j(iii 's /»* 
"In spite of til the i w a a m j s e m 

bag agin, an* when.tcsjo**., 
.,he7s gone & to-.j$MtL 

hoodoo bs« on my f see, sn' 
ds paper an* tot* me ef I "" 
it my flesh would rot *#,,$*.. , 
wosid-'.ernmbjls,- X)fln^ns,rdi,%i 
de hoodoo 
to myself 
wan allgpn«i tode 
„r"So dat*s..wben,i er#p4t PS; 

de^Faun's head afl' got some wi 
stl«k-it,tos*dder, ss*-nnfel$. AwJNir^ 
de li'Jl closet to keep Mssseir Pierre 
fm flndin' it out,.... X?rsses*l|i- #ft. 
lawyers come an' foon' de will where), 
or .msrsteK.ltf.,s^»rythtn«' to;;Wer|f^ 
sn' so he took it all an' went away* 
ss ' 1111 Jean he was to have nothia*, 
an' the lawyers test him off to hi* 
ma's kinfolks, an' ol* Mammy 'Cilia, 
what loved him so, she never heard 
no mo*. t% 'hlsi W\&&&* 
again tas> old woman looted; 
liftiemssu ••"•"= 

'**Asd: *hS "paper to tbf, ffa&Hj-
-ftssstf^Xsiilrs)^ ,.. ; l'i,.^jj£%*$ 

• "Was t»» seuottd wttt̂ . a^mm 
the old man, "leaving everythsg '*s> 

"And y o u are Jean?" 1 ss ld, , ' 
"Ahd t am Jess," k« aaswsrSd 

gently, *1>trt yott must tto to sleep 
now, mademoiselle." 

A JPsSStSf XditlSBjeS* ..-.;,'w5, 
- Hslmagen, la RonmanU, P<IIIBSSSSI 

s pubUo festival whieh i s probably 

laate fas tlbelr attsssiasssUj jsser.seV 
I*v* 'SjBWJJF*; ™ * ™ W * •SBSWeWSf BSr SBBB|-
oarefullv than thsi" aaaeM' tassr SSSBV. 
--.ww«w%MM|f swBseiesBp weww/|B/ 'fw^sfssseswi WSSSIBBBB. WJSBBBPBBB" 

lew and-cooks, a'ssntssrstd-wssssst 
niske im- otfr minds e s t t i r s s ssas M-
^"^w«^w* •w»ajr *mwm* «p^«^v*^p ^PW^W**^™^ JWWf' •SBSSBJBJB' êsB> -

eonslderabls shock t o sss i ls gs>BBBSa.'. 
W W 1 W H H W * W » * # W *PSdTW*(fSS>j. W^ST SWBBSyBBBSr. WSByeSBBBBBBBBSl̂  
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