. JAPAN AND CHRISTIANITY.

Lonvarts Include Among Itz Glatses
Japan's Best Element,

Accemsions to Christian churches in
Japan are estimated by Dr. Scherer at
about 3,000 annually, but they em-
brace mainly the “influential classes”’
~-legiglators, judges, army and navy
officers, lawyers, bankers and physi-
cians.

The masses seem as yet almost as
immune to Christianity as are Mo-
hammedan masses, Count Okuma s
represented by Dr. Scnerer as among
the Japanese of Hght and lexding who
feel concerned at the moral condition
of Japan today. It is a question.”
says the count, “whether as a people
we have pot last fiber as a result of the
many pew influences to which we have
been subjected. Development bas been
intellectual and not moral.”

Count Okuma, although not a Chris-
tion himself, is represented as welcom-
ing the endeavors which “Christians
are making to supply to the country
& high standard of conduct.”

There Is, in a word, ample evidence
that the action of church-burning mobs
in Tokio reflects no sentiment preva-
lent in the government eircles of
Japan. Prime Minister Katsura seems
to think the American mind may bein
the dark on this point, for he has kept
the cables warni with assurances of of-
ficial Japanese esteem for Christlans
and for Americans.—Current Litera-
ture,

British Crown £175,000 Richer,

As the late t_apt. George Lindsay
Apthony Wilson, the Folkstone recluse,
dieq without making a will, the whols
of his fortuen goes to the DPritish
crown. Several persons in his service
had expected handsome legacies. Capt.
Wilson, who was the illegitimate son
of Sir John Wilson, Bart., at oge thme
commander of the forces in Ceylon,
was a bachelor, and left no legal helrs,
The estate reverting to the crown un-
der this intestacy has been valued by
the autaorities at £150,209. To this
bas to be added £25,663 left by Capt.
Wilson’s father. Sir John Wilson died
in 1856, but Capt. Wilson refused to
touch a penny of it, with the result
that the estate has remained for 49
years unadministered. Now the crown
inherits both fortunes.

Says the London Chronicle: It has
very rarely happened that so large an
estate as Capt. Wilson's falls to the
crown. Queen Victoria, during her,
long life. had only one or two as large.
Although the aggregate amount which
annually reverts to the crown in the
case of persons dying Intestate, with-
out known helrs, is éonaiderable, it Is
¢hiefly made up of a number of very
small estates, and there are usually
many claimants. Persons entitled to
mopey are seldom far to seek when
wanted, but the number of claimants
of money who cannot show any title to
{t 18 very large indeed.”

Tapeworms Make Pearls.

Prof, Herdman's  vecent investiges 1

tions on the subject of pearl formation
have yielded some fnteresting conclu-
sions 1In the great majority of cases
it appears that the pearl! is due to the
presence In the oyster of a marine
tapeworm. When the spherical larva
of the worm dies nacreous matter is
deposited round it. and the resulting
mass {8 known as a pearl The life his-
tory of the tapeworm {s continued in
the bodies of certaln species of flle
fish which prey oun the oysters. These
file fish. again. are devoured by fish-
eating rays or sharks. In these latter
the tapeworm becomes mature. and
gets free numerous embryos into the
sea. These finally enter the oysters,
and so complete the life cycle.

The small so-called “seed” pearls are

- .cutised by Yhe ‘deposition of neeresus |

“matter round small crystais formed in’

certain muscles of the oyster. Perhaps
the most important result of Prof.
Herdman's work from the scientific
standpoint {8 the estabiishment of a
marine biological statfon at Galle for
furtber research.—London Globe

Lessening Fires at Sea,

Carbonic acid has beer suggested by
an Italian inventor as meauns for tes-
gening the danger of fires on ship-
board. The gas could be stored in the
hold, either in the solid form or In
steel cylinders in liquid condition. It
{s argued that in efther form it would
be innocuous to cargo and. as its den-
sity is very bigh, it woupd permeats
" all the interstices between bales and
cases and sink to the bottom of the
hold. Wherever it reaches nothing can
burn, 80 that perfeet immunity from
fire would be obtained up to the level
of the gas. The gas itself is a waste
produet of breweries and the only
cost is the expense of the condensing
plant. Before discharging the cargo
ventilation would be necessary.

India’s Water Supply.

A British $overnment enginecer liv.
ing in Bombay asserts that Indiz has
the largest artificlal fresh-water reser-
voir in the world. He says that in
the native state of Uralpur in Rajpu-
tana, some thirty miles south of the
city of Udalpur, is the great Jalsa-
mand, the Dhebar lake. The dam of
this lake was bdbuilt some 200 years
ago by the Maharana Jal Singh. It
covers an area of between twenty-one
4hd twenity-five square “miles. T

" depth at the dam s Hinety feet ¥nd
#ts caphrity is estimated at 158, 000 000,-
000 gallons.

Canada now posssesses twelve wire
. Canada. now possesses twelve wire~
andl "gulz-of St. Lawrence and the At-
lantic coast, Of the twelve stations,
which are under the direction of the
department of marine and figheries,
nine are high power and threes low
power. The former can comngmica.te
with vessels up to u distance of 250

miles; while the radius of the latter is
nbout 130 mlles.

part in the capture of criminsals,’” aald

 rlace and found the same conaltions,

{army, and the engineers in particular.

SURVIVORS OF mamms-

Tall of the Avd‘u! Hlfdﬂlip M -

Rough Treatmant by OMicers.

A writer in the Sleve draws & psln-
ful pilture of the attitude of the nsval
anthorities toward the survivors ofthe

Baltic fleet, which was destroyed in the =

battle of Tau-shima.

“You cannot imagine the treatment .

to which we were subjectsd,” said &
young officer of one of the Baliic ernig- ,
ers to the writer. “It made one feel

ashamed of wearing our uniform. For ;

more than & year we did work equaito ’
penal servitnde. Our crews worked 18

hours a8 day carrying coal, transport- !
ing it in small boacs in the ocean, lap~ -

guishing under a troplcal sun, feed-

ing on sali meat and tinned food., * }‘

“During eight months we lived in
dirt and slept in rubbish. During efght |
long months not a sipgle night passed
without alarm or without expectation !
of the enemy’s attack. And before us .
we had still greater labor and priva- .
tons in blockading Viadivostok in ceze
we succeeded in reaching it. And re-:
proaches and insults were our only re-
ward. You know the rough nature of .
our sailors. Weil, our chiefs have suc- |
ceeded in touching them to the quick :
by their humiliating {nvectives, and § ;
have seen them ery, broken down by ;
this new kind of welcome from their
mother country after the labors they%
have undergone. Truly, wo envy those i
who perished.”—St. Petersburg Dls- |
patch.

Thieves' Shoes,
“Shoes have played an important

Detective William Barrett of Buffalo.
“Had it not been far the footwerr of

certaln thieves they woulg never ha.vcl
been caught. It is not so long ago
that | and two others were detailed on
& case, and before we caughi our man
another shop had been burglarized. We
looked at the marks ahout the win-~
dows and noticed they were scraped
by nails. We went back to the other

Later we went into well-known resort
and found a man sitting in & chalr.
He bad his feet encased in a next-fit-
ting pair of shoes, but for seme rea-
son he had nalls put in the heels. We
“jumped” him at ouce, and, searching
bis rooms, we discovered enough loot
to start a store. He Iater explained
that the nails were put in his ahoéea to
aid in roof-climbing. Squeaky shoes
have caused the arrest of several
thieves right in this precinct. The oth-
er night a thief bought a pair of cheap
shoes and théy were very musical. The
man got into & place, and before he got

anything his nolsy shoes gave him |

away and he was caught. All clever
criminals have a penchant for buying
goag soft shoes. They pay & good piies

for them and they are repaid some- |

times by getting off with the swag to

pay up for what they spent.”—Shos !

Retailer.

Tea, Three Cents a Pound. J
Thére 18 & description of Ted ®0id 1N

Japan at the average price the country |

over of 6%d. per pound. This is “bran-
cha,” which consists of a mixture of
the former year's leaves, withered
stalks. etc., and is mainly consumed by
the poorest classes, though the price
varies considerably in difterent prefec-
tures, being high as 94. in Kago-
shima and only about %d. per pound
in Kyoto.

In 1003, according to a congular reé-
port by Student Interpreter. Phipps of
Tokio, no less than §5,588,030 pounds
of tea of all qualities was produced,
valued at £1,120,800. During the same
year 48,239,484 pounds valued at £1.-
422,535, were exported.—From the Lone
don Chronicle.

(3

* Mikado's Largs: Thétma .
The yearly allowance of the Mlktdo,
which is at the same time that of the
whole imperical family, 1s now $1,500,-
000. Beside, he has the yearly fncoide:
of $500,000 -from the interest on the
$10,000.000 which was; given to him
from the war indemnity réceived from
China ten years ago; of $250,000 from
his private estates, which amount to
$5.000,000 or more; of $500,000 from
the forests, covering-an area of 5,124,
873 acres and valued at $512,487,300. at
$10 an acre; in all, $1,250,000. Thus
his yearly pet income amounts to $2.-
750,000. There are in all sixty mem-
bers of the imperial family, inclusive
of eleven married and four widowed
princesses, - who . sre _members of. m
royal family by marriage.

Orientalism in Commerce,

Even in its commerce Smyrua s
Oriental. Few Westerns care a fig for
Smyrna, but that famous old city re-
gards the fig as the mainstay if I
prosperity. The most popular merry-
making of Smyrna’s year s the fig
festival. That takes place when the
export of the fig harvest from the
interior gets in. The first train load
enters the station with the engine
beflagged, the wagons covered with}
branches and garlands, and there are.
artillery salutes and flourishes of
trumpets. These, however, are ad
nothing compared with the nolsy re-

joicings of the populace, who follow]

loaded camels through the city to the
grand bazaar singing and dancing with
all the unrestrained fervor of the Or-
ient—London_Globe.

Has Hs Own Laws.,

" An English island free from KEng
lish law is an anomaly, yet such is the
situation of the Isle of Man, which has
a code of laws entirely its own. 1t has

never been ruled by the laws of - E—ngw 3

Jand,

_ One Early Ambition. '
Lord Kiichener had an ambition to

become an aector when a young man.] §
A well knowh. actor, whom the great]

soldier consulted, offered him a part as{
“walking gentleman,” but advised the

w af our rcaﬂ%ts kx:mw o

The "Catholic Journal |

and how nmmry itis in the Tomes of
our people. Asa weekh Church papar-
_# has ua equal : a

Men and Women
. The National Catholiz Home Jaurnal
Not a devauanal m,gazine buta Iugh-
class famﬁy journal, edited especially '
for Catholic homes. 3Safe and sine -
without being dry. Interesting with-
ont being frivolous. c

i

sume ot the Contribut,om
MEN AND WQM.!:N' '

His Eminence James Cardinil - be_g,,iogs, .
Fother Coppens, . William. Jené\mgs Bryan, - -}
Clement H, Cangdm. Rev. mry.. -3
Anna C. Minogue, Hester Prite, Governor ‘L

: LaFcuette, {\ han Ha:veurt.hortu.',l Richarl, Hards
g Davis, Madanie' Schumann-Heink, | ohu
Un Lloyd, Ethiel Shackelford, Willian: : Tign
White, Paul de Ton ,  Murat: 'I!ﬁit
Betlamy Storer, Grace Keom, Prof\Woll - oxx""
Schierbirand. Hamiltor W. Mabie, Maurice: .7

Francis Egan, A. J, Boex, Seumas M(:Mumgs.

and contam the most:‘all-areund assori
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Knife—without tearing, squcezmg muhmg
. or gnndmg It savec txme,’and idQs '
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