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An up-country bungalow in India, 
at night. The stillness broken by 
the croaking of frogs, the hum of 
mosquitoes, and the whining bark of 
pariah dogs. Occasionally also the 
tinkle of ice against a glass when 
Ransome sipped a peg. 

"Hamal, ha-mal!" he called pres­
ently, quietly putting his glass down 
as he listened for the answer. 

"Sahib?" quickly came the answer 
from the servants' quarters, fol­
lowed by the shuffling of bare feet 
on the matting. Then a tinkling of 
beads as the door chicks were swept 
aside, and the hamal stood waiting. 

"Where's the khltmatgar?" 
"Fetching his honor's letters." 
Ransome lit another cheroot, and 

settled himself more comfortably on 
his long-armed veranda chair. He 
found his thoughts a Jumble of blue 
eyes, official reports, rustling of 
skirts, and his balance at Watson's. 
He was engineer in charge of the 

He had 
and the 

novelty of sightseeing and shooting 
had worn off. He had plenty of 
work to All up time, but for some 
months past he had felt something 
lacking. This feeling had become 
more and, more troublesome to him, 
and h* was unable to understand l^ 

One evening, however, he went to 
dine with the new policeman and 
bis wife. They proved to be very 
jolly people, and before he had been 
with them half an hour he discov­
ered the secret of his restlessness. 
He wanted a wife—to return to hi* 
bungalow to see a woman smiling at 
him, to hear the swish of skirt*, to 
be the "lord" of a woman. The fas­
cination of this thought bad grown 
upon him so strongly that he deter­
mined to write to a certain Miss Jef­
freys In England. 

The bead chicks were again 
brushed aside. He turned quickly 
and saw the khltmatgar salaaming. 

"Five letters and one packet for 
your honor." 

As he took these Ransome trem-
fJuatS JFlSulug TdCalfl, ttC bled and breathed hard. The chicks 

rattled, and he was alone. He 
turned the letters over quickly, 
found what must be the one, and 
looked at It so long that the address 
«eetned to fade and become a pic­
ture of a face looking at him, The 
writing came slowly back; he shifted 
his chair and ripped the tetter open. 

He had to read it twice before he 
realized thnt she said she would 
e-ome out to him in the cold weather; 
meanwhile she sent him some pho­
tographs to go on with. The packet 
was quickly opened, and six photo­
graphs lay gleaming up at him In 
the lamplight. His eyes fell on her 
cheeks, her beautiful neck and 
shoulders. 

rmg tifclr goad* mimm 4*ftltaftei«: * » * * 5 « ? ! ^ f S » J f § S « 
oest silver things, the H»s| silk work* 
and gently unfolding silks, »u> 
dans, and phulkaris in a oereuasiv* 
manner. He became immensely in* 
terested in buying, and chose the 
carved woods, brasses, and ivory. 
The . borahs found him strangely 
easy about price. 

At last the day came when Ran­
some tool? the train for Bombay. 
He had already arranged for the 

fiancee out from England, and - for 
them to be married from Iter bunga­
low. 

In the hot, tiring train journey, 
the quick beating of the wheels on 

ywiinmsBsm&vagrttxatsr-k 

%m ow'the $$&$*&$«- "Ht %•* niofej. . 
there. The teeftnt c#fne%|m4/Wei8& <^jftt the 
A frightful unewihiejs came over 
Wm. Could: she It*** tnitsed the 
steamer? No, he ,*«&#,the would 
ktve cabled, The $Wrd tfend** <!a*n« 
steaming up,* «ndL hi* ftjw rov»4 
among tine passengers. Ha could 
see no one he know, not «ven ^r«, 
Curtis. Hlis stats fcwajoti »*#*$?**• 

wife of the collector to W n g ht» jua^R-h i% was »o t &«!; h* j*j*, 
spired In large ttroni. Something 
»eeine4*to stick in his throat a n f 
ma<$$ Mm ke«» «nflte*fi>f, 

After some delay a fonrtn antf 
last tender steamed up. piled MgkC 

in one day, in a few hours, he would 
be one of the first at the Ballard 
Pier, waiting for the tenders. He 
felt he could stand on his head for a 
pice. 

rr !*-•: •'•or 

torn* 
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the rail joints seemed to k#m Mn», ̂ fth luggage and cawing" a few *•> 
with Ransome** palse, I i two dteys, ? waining paaaengera. Raasome dared 

not. look at tneoi. Ha <^dged away 
so that he should only see them as5 

they reached the top of the »tepn,' 
Preaently lUrs. Curtis appeared, and* 
he went quickly to her. 

| "Where is «lieT" he demanded, 
The Arabia was a crowded boat,' trlppinr her *rm. 

and as it was Impossible to. get away "She it not here," tfnsjweredWtl*. 
from the crowd. Miss Jeffreys soon Curtis, wincing at bis grasp, 
became much discussed. She wa» "Is »he deadt" h« asked, In It 
a wild and uncontrollable flirt- She dreaaiiil whisper, 
was a talk elegant, and fashionable "No, no, Don't look tlka tb*V*' 
girl. Her face always full of ex- she said, frightened at his face, 
pressfbn and animation, large blue "Oh, I can't tell you here- Come 
eyes with wondorfiilly long lashes, away with mo." 
warm complexion, and very . good She walked quickly away to the 
features made up a tout ensemble road and he followed mechanically, 
that compelled admiration and In- They hailed a tlcca-gharry. 
terest, f "Great Western Hotel. Jaldi, 

During the first part of the voy- ialdi," the aaid to the fh»rry-wa> 
age all the women had made frtenda lah, in such a tone that he tlaihed 
with her; but by the time Aden hU horse into a canter. 
was reached scarcely one would The humping and rattling ore* 
speak to her. rented any talking and to they tat 

There wasn't a man who could re- allent. He stared at the glarlnf road 
slst her. and those with wives on as It (lipped by, afraid to look i& 
board had many uncomfortable her. She looked at him once or 
quarts ct'oeures in their cabins. twice, and once put her hand on hit. 

Poor l«rs. CurUa, the collector's "A«d flhea/' ino eald n*a1l|» *'¥•» 
wife, was shocked and angry; the atead of coming ashore with mt to 
argued with her. and atked her what meet you, the went pjf djn a <1<$]tiisp 
Ransome would think of her. At with tome feombay peoftle—^,.»i|W 
last she refuseu to apeak to her. and hit wife—lomtthing to do with 
Miss Jeffreys had answered that the the government, I b*Al«*k.- I told 
was quite free till she was married, air not to; but she »aW ioAethtni 
She had desperate flirtations with about a scene, and- walked off." 
all the nicest men In turn, dropping Raniome left her abruptly,, hat* 
them suddenly or taking them up lag her for telling Mm. He made' 
unexpectedly, Ths- tittle-tattle and his way to the Street, and walked 
discussion about her evoked the in- ( away In the now burning tft&« l i t is , 
formation that seven proposals had clenched hands, till he reached 
been overheard. She had led one Apollo Bander. He atrode up and: 
man on till he began to propose to down, wondering what he should 
her every morning as soon as the do. At last be determined to see 
appeared on deck. j her. 

The day before the ship reached He crossed over to the T«j Mtth«l 
Bombay Mrs. Curtis went up to hfr. Hotel, and made the Qoanesa clerk 
The girl wondered, as they were look through the namea. yet , t'lero 
not on speaking terms. . was a Mlas Jeffreys, Room 44, * 

;i would like you to comedo my , Ransome followed the clerk up to 
csbin for a few minutes," said Mrs. her room, went In, shut tber.-&op!V 
Curtis, in rather a commanding and faced his fiancee. They stood 
tone. J looking at each other Jn tUticjl till 

The girl followed her down, * Wi" /ro% TTaPPfd #1 to %* 'V^klfc. 
guessing there was going to be a <** Wl . eyed tht'TO With lUfplfifpipi 
scene. Arrived at the cabin, the * n d fle^ *'*h * dI»<J0rd#R^^ilt,; 
door was shut, and Mlas Jeffreys This looBftned the. tenalQij, -|ind -fcbjr. 
leaned against one of the bertha, Iflrl gave a htrTOUt-l»uih^« he^eyoi 
tidying her hair as she happened to 
face the small glass. 

"I asked you to come down here," 

'##!??*5? 

•TO no 

whWi 
&*$&•* *r m 
eial ^«na<a?p*tfc^ 
• n t i t M ^ . 

•W^t -PsSpf w^M^ "jUCff^Ti |PSr8 

tp3^«M^*e-^i»»iMrk*d' 
a«Mt calculate* **« 
large famlU** would prarra to-

njHMufne loc« M i M ; 

V M or d» i%?,:a4t**J 

hare applied for the rttkt 
^ f U n d ^ a d tk»Uie t 

• y ^ to be*a*tWM«; M***-

they mrtta a r̂Mttf, la&Nv/i 
I * ' " * v< *41*̂  

• > • - T h . - ( i A « r . i « I M » ' 

We, to their OWM hotaae»f 

are held under laaae froaa.thf 
ernmenfcfcjr iuimh«rm«tt'?1» wk»' 
timber ther»ott» but tka l « « b » . , 
are bound by the.tarma of tkti^^ 
leatet to raUnrt«I»h.»n«h porUkm • 

• ' • - - - U W * 

,5 r*!** 

the land* .aa n a y be claimod W af»>V 
tlsmtnt, notwlthitandlaf 'tki*<*it*.v 
llmlt-hoiden hare paid mm>w#mW 
their hcjdlap t o U»sp>r*«t*^iAr. 

•xerclted oytr!-*h«'pfoj*at:id;iii*«oifc' 

* h 0 - m - o a a . l ^ . ^ l ^ ^ ; ^ * f ^ ^ v l ^ 

f̂ f: 

^;l^iepi»^f^:i«ii 
came eo annaroos l»»C 
lumber merckiiitswal 
wpo^';tkf 

rell away from Ransome?*. 
"I tee from your reception $f*»#,!' 

abe said, fingering her rings, "that; 
Mri* Curtit <htt -jbeeb oroakinti ̂ .toa.1'; 

...v.— „r—» — *— R»n»i>rtie wat allent. .The^ihocli 
ondeCrruCinthTngna nneiry^^Mr^RTnao'JBe' asked rae'to to J»!» O * ^ 0 , 1 * * ! ? ^ , M f . ^ ^ , ^ * *•: 
„«,f.,i.„ u inva chsneron vou to Udluore. and to l e t , r * o k , n * l * W . ^ . ' 3 t ™ f . 1 * 

' he whispered to began Mrs. Curtis, in a hard voice, 
with a catch in his "because I really must speak to you 

know every man on the ship. 
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"Good Lord! 
himself at last, 
breath. "What a w 
woman Is! 1 was awfully In love 
with her at home, and now ehe'B 
coming all those thousands of miles 
to marry me! I can hardly real­
ize It." 

A sound made him start and look 
round. He sbufiled the photographs 
under their wrapper Just as a voice 
hailed him from the garden. 

"Hallo, RanBome," said the sta­
tion doctor, as he came up into the 0 , , t some 
veranda. "Thought Id come in for havior Is perfectly scandalous, 
a Rup." 

"Hallo, dor.," said Ransome,shov­
ing the lptter hastily Into one of his 
pockets. "Glad to see you. Got 
yonr mail?" 

"Yes, thanks. But I don't hanke 
after mine like Borne men. Poor rupted the girl petulantly. 
Benedicks, for instance, or engaged 
men. Marriage doesn't appeal to 
me " 

"How's that?" asked Ransome, 
feeling a sort of pity for such a man. 

"Oh, I don't believe much in wo-
said the doctor, with a short s b r n e l f b e w e n t o n 

You could only thlnlc 
you would despise him 
you. 

raoKint pnyaicai pain. • « « « « « • . s ^ ^ . | | ^ l r « a i , m * W o « ^ l w * ^ 

amanJtd'to Ii' toproi 

• Ditattirt- iucc«d <*eh',:p4l.#.?wiai':'f 
Mtonl.hla*. r#p:i41^4inI#^'ur^lNWj»^. 

•la'*?'fl*. rvaxMHa • !<$lj#m'llb&: * W i 
flghu *m ^M^miS^^lt^' 

."iWl^^^^-IMPai^^Ms^Ba^UiP^: ̂ '3r*J 

.aacramtnta.'. •£*.•• -^". i'.-'y-i- <•.*• v \- ^ 

•; -;:-mtoc i$mm w ^\mw 

My husband and I being old friend* ^ * ? L b £ j " ' . f i ^ l ^ I i ^ i f j S ^ ' ' £ow»J*ttJ j f t te t w i t > 
ttoa t iaa off ta«j caf5 wlth^a •*B& 

chaperon you to Udipore, and to let 
you be married from my bungalow 
My husband and I being old Mendb ----- - ; :,; ; ^-r^Ejr.iD' 
of Mr. RanBome, we were delighted! KMd.andbuflt-np bop* for thtt'tto/-
to do him any service.*' ' Went! -^WW^-fl., •, j v . , 

"Yes?" said the girl, In a bored, ''&? G°d'" *»* excJtlftqdM(M? Iiir •'tttir' JTrMdom, chari* 
manner. | f " ^ . [o«*gi»ff to ;Je MeJo,$& «ToV4"*^Hcll$aX | « t h ^ l l o 

•Yes." went on Mrs, Curtis, get- ]»er *n W arWf n L W « - W f e % | tfc«lr arrtV*!, A,p|*l«I « » W * , 
ting angry at the girl's Indifference, * « • » « < * anrtr, Tftp t M u | h l J ^ « t p ^ p ] . ttKftfc ^rfrf#t i t t*f M 
"and Imnot.gQtmjflr, like this with- ^*}^J^^i^.J^^jf^l[, '**W tnt t t r ^ t t . *ttd *c«tnHli 

me understanding. Your be- t D R n » »Pm" clutched Wn4 *Ji« Wfnpr 

You v,pne idri could not OB ^ o t t l d ' ^ t 
flirt outrageously with many of understand. She wal .inipatfoat tit 

aft aiad, and t a t aainul* n 
•d 

into ta t trjaineMra/pamy taki»|f 
u f t i in fh* trcita. 

O A e n u t r t t l m p t l t d o . . 
horat and di«i i i atotr^ % 

"Don't interrupt n<©, please," gfitd 
Mrs. Curtis, with an impatient ges­
ture. "1 say'y'ou are going to be 

i t abotit. Because 1^1 
men>; *' 

"Spoko to a few- nte'nt*' he 
taifrfod".\%iS you"Have n o ' s V s e of «««»ly . ''aood>/.Ue<tveaii^ ' m , 
shame, „of disgust with yourself, were tlie talk of the iWp!s*^iid^>|i 

rinf a l w appoared." ShpH 
fired at the bull*, mucb I M U T L 
in the nelghborin* ftnc**1 

< breaking- the window. M t h * ^ 

What would you thinJt ot Mr. Rao- w , f e c<>m»n« l<* >» W'0pht!Tm 

t «* ri ,.,lii|ml-iniii• Ti (m i .,n« nyil u t> ^ " ( t j y 

men, 
laugh of disgust. "Awful nice to 
speak to, and all that, of course; 
but, no, thanks. After marriage all 
the woman wants Is to splash, try to 
outdo all the other women in the 
station, and keep on going home and 
coming again." | 

"They aren't all like that," said 
RanRome, feeling a little uncomfort­
able. 

"If they aren't to start with," an­
swered the doctor, pitching his , 
cheroot end forcibly over the ver­
anda, "I give them a year of Indian cPffl&»a..&&£ woman, 
life to become fullblown." I "How dare ^ you, 

"Well, I hope it won't happen in t h e gi*I.'SWm^plng--
my case" said Ransome, laughing, threatening 
"I'm going to be marripd soon." 

"H'm!" said the doctor. 
They sat silent for some time, and . t_^ m , 

theunearthlv yelllngof a Jackal rang' wbq cau?e scandals iftjid ratf-re® out 
" ere. I wish f had %«vsr mm yOu. 

i)i*& o c .f win* jM ĵi, 
, Scotland U tk* I t n i o| 

. . „ . . . .. , . „ twelve mbnthi «o> f e * ' ^ 

"Really." said Miss Jeffreys, with1 •**« *f W *»»mw W ' W . W - »ndMtw*n£y-»tv6 t r tw i l t f . i r ik 
flushed face, moving to the door, "I - ^ ^ " i t e * my: r i 8 K f g S ^otlt t td 5̂ nwppg imMYm 
won't be spoken to like this . . w ^ ' t l j a t » * » • , »J • * h 0 » « h j . ? ^ n j ^ ftuwwfr where r ' ^r ^ m 

"As J despise you," went on Mrs. women , Good koydt A M .tftwb" -T.s: i.-t?.-'>-fc —. 
Curtis vehemently, talking her any decent u 
down, "you-make me say It. I pity S ^ S S L B W f f '»»»*%tht?"Jhelf« " * ^ % o o # \ 
Mr. Ransome. Heaven knows what d f ™ f _» ^ 1 ^ , ^ ? * K * " " l l ^ ^ ' » R ^ » ** « r e ^ ™ felnilot, Infrl 

T tttrplttt of 'grown>i% glrli i t Mfw? 
f i tnelewi lt^M^iM »̂0 i»«»y W«B tbart \-

' touth and jftbpafffifty ntgnlect^to,'^ 

* * i « S M M 

will happen If you do marry him! aj>one ~ J ^ S S t S 1 1 , SWfi*L 
I suppose you are lncUrftble, an4.lt ^S^^fi T̂,?*1 ̂ P^^^^l*^ ?t ^f*^1^^1 

will mean a tragedy. You wl l foe - °*^„ ' 

through the night, and brought on a 
chorus of yelps from pariah.dogs. 

After Ransome had tucked him­
self in under the mosquito net, and 
lay thinking, with his hf-ad on his 
arms, the doctor's pessimism trou­
bled hirn. 

"Bah!" he muttered finally, as he 
turned over. "He has had' a back­
hander from some woman, perhaps, 
poor chap!" 

At the club he was questioned, or 
congratulated. Some of them were 
very Pager and inquisitive, asking if 
she was tall or fair; when she was 
coming out; if they would be mar­
ried at the station. One woman but­
tonholed him, and got his promise to 
buy some of her things. She was 
going home for a year, "and those 
nasty porabg cheat so, and it costs 
so much palsa to store everything, 
and thank you so much." He recol­
lected immediately afterward that 
she had shabbiest bits of furniture. 

For weeks Ransome's veranda wat 

here. I wish I had mm&r sein ŷ >i_. 
And I tell yon this, that^twlll neter 
speak to you again. I tell you th£re 
will be no marriage from my bunga­
low. And Mr. Ransome shall knjbw 
exactly why. I will not let nlm , , .̂ . • •• , - v%it -•-,*•.-
marrv you with his eyes s h u t r l o 8 e d t h e ÔOr a?ain, * ^ j L f f a g 
Leave my cabin." h a v e a P 1 1 8 8 4 1^ n 0 * » e b v to^mbrro.w% 

She flung the door open. 
They looked at one another with 

door, and .turned to look at, he«, 
"No," lie said deliberately, 4 T «i | l 
not marry you." ; '"*'',»! 

"But I You caft't ,lea¥#'lp& 
—here? I ~ h a v e Very l ime moniyf. 
I can't—-—>" • •> i '•» -t I 

Ransome had opened the.ao>i|, 
but her words stopped him, ftn t̂ h« 

Recent w C t H ^ j 
tiring one >e«r «7J^pieo2^ 

pie die4 betwe n tne **** ot nljiatjr, 
and one hundr d - l hictco Jo^aat; .^ 

'm£?f *lut fir Hmnnelt 
A Wtittgglli K ai" whlcl It .. 

fcly^niajtfe, «v n in the *trang& 'ifr', 
naia of coat rah tad hat just tooth'***$ 
•^e^Mgf l i t toDiB Court l".mfyL 

""* 'iildeB Ita novelty (IM ; " - ^ 

boat," he said, *ted every r a ^ f j - i ^ t ^ ^ V t ^ S S ' ^ W S S ' 
possess. 

-«lth «hfch the W* 

/ . , « 8 went out. Jus eyes smafttn.it i.ALMS^, _._ K „ . . » » •*>£& 
gleaming eyes, breathing qufckly; w | t h t e a r S f H e d l d a o t k t t < m j , g j ? »da^--fteftr*n h si«iaer Toifrt found a large qn*&tit^flEV-&3 but the girl went out without a floo(1 o f t e a r 8 i a 4 l 8 m , ti& flad g o n e 4 * S g M , " " < ' * J " * ! J . . i ^ ^ 
WOrd- n , u tu , >u ' Just before the train jeft the ̂ T j J ^ - i l K ' u t t u t o £ t ^ » & 

Mrs. Curtis shut the door threw B u n d e r n J s WOnderittg Bed** . f f r . . J g S « f " l ° ^ L * J 8 ' . 2 * f i f l f 
herself on to her berth, and burst 8 p e c t f t t „ v a g k e d M t o Jf the" n t e m # I S S ^ W l * ^ " L - n l ^ S 
into a fit of crying. , ^ w a s comirjg, . f v•'• ''%''^I^f^Mfta ^ *** nFF^rk 

The girl heard her, stopped, and | "Thnre will ha no memsaMb W#-M0Mmm*e of £2 000 beinR(J*r 
' ! , n e r e w l u m m • « ™ a w « ^ , '-M%|ll ever* man la th« rmmt 

° ^ « ,„»,i„t^ *ann*A*A ^'Ai: %^h\-Wt^MvActtid in Ills proportion 
t r a S ^ n o r ^ o u t f . " . ? * * » * « acrordto, to the w W -

listened an instant Something 
urged her to go back, to admit fcer 
wrong; to throw her arms round the 
poor woman's neclt. But she let |he 
good impulse pass; a wave of an­
ger overcame It, and she went away 
with a hard look on her face. 

The incident of an entlra> 
t i m e d opl mi rnnokett is t h t / 
startling as among French;,, In Spain H hi » s 1 iot per­

mitted to erect mI ni h i h l o w s - . — •;_; 
of worahip. ThPv h i n> «t U 1 » » * • « «W Utrlr to the Saat 
rights and e*»st in it, itnKdoni' •»* b a n m f « t t » f° r*n »« 

The first tender from the Aratiia mtf a g t\ten9, 1 *• tjppoted —London 
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