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GChHe Poets |
OFf Ireland

0

By PATRICK SULLIVAN

{Copyright, 1805, by C. N. Lurie.] '
HOSE who have not acquired a .
certaln facility in the unse of
the Gaelic can never appreci
ate  fully the characteristic
singing quality of ancient Irish verse.
Those who know the language even
superficially are famillar with this rare
distinction and can understand readily
how impossible it i{s to translate ltsl
melodious rhythm into the barbarous'
Sasunnach.

The Guelic {sa language which needs
no accompaniment of lute or harp to
convert it into song Like many of the
dialects of tlie North American Indians,
it was poetry before it was written
and sang itself into the hearts of the
people long ages before it was reduced
to grammatical exactness The most
ancient Gaellc manuscripts in exist.
ence gre ddistinctively poetic in con-
struction It baus been asserted that
the entire Diruldic system was poetical
in its ineeption and development, and
there are manuscripts {n the conti-
nental museums dating fromw the period
immediately preceding the arrival of
the ("hiristian missionaries which seem
to give character to the theory This
hypothesis has led some eminent Gaelic
investigutors to believe that this lan-
guage, like the Romance dialects of the
continent, was poetry first and was
converted into prose only when the ex-
igencies of the times demanded the mu-
tilation.

Be all this as it may. it is certain
that Irish writers of all ages, from the
time of the evolution of the Ossianic:
cycle down to the middle of the last
century, bhave preferred to express’
themselves in verse. When the last'
vestiges of disappearing heathebdom
were still contending with triumphant .
Christianity, both cults found their
champions among the poets. No sub-.
Ject was too abstruse or too theoretical!
to be discumsed in verse. Tbe Ossianic .
legends sre for the most part recitals .
in glowing verse of deeds which {n any
other country and by any other people |
would have been told in prose. The best
early history of 8t. Patrick, and the
one frequently referred to for cor-
roborative evidence, is the metrical |
composition of St. Fiech. The ad-
ventures of Qssian, Driidic poet and
warrior, may be as mythical as are
those of Arthur, but the long succession
of poets who have handed down those
exquisite legends, if they be so, have
done their work admirably. The middle
and modern periods of Irish literature
are replete with metrical performances :
that would do credit to the poets of arly
age, and the revival of Gaelic study
which has sprung up in Ireland will
make thdr superiority apparent.

It is characteristic of the modesty
of lrizh poets that throughout the older
periods slmost all the greatest works
&re anonymous. When the fsiand’s It
erature began to decline, poetry mani-
fested no falling off. The singers con-
tinued to ewvolve their characteristic
malodies, and the qusitty was ae admi.
rable as was the quantity. The seven-
teenth century witnessed a marked
change In the form of Irish verse. The
metrical system of the old bardic
schools gave wiy to a new verse form
in which the rhyme was primarily vo-
calic. The use of vowel rhymes was
extended, and in the course of time a
strangely melodius verse form resulted.
Entire poems were constructed with
the same accented vowels recurring:
throughout in orderly sequence. The
old classic style persisted tntil the be-
ginning of the etighteenth century, and!
then it practically disappeared. Soxne:
of its leading representatives were ‘Pelg;
Mac Daire and Lughaidh O’'Ciery, the
famous principals in “The Contentiom
of the Bards;” Teig Dall O'Higin and

-

Eochaidh O'Hussey.
. gifted of the poets who adopted the

Among the moi

new versification may be numbered
Torlough O’Carolan, Brian Mac Giolla
Meidbre, whose *Midnight Court” Is
one of the most remarkable works in

.any language; John O'Neaghtan, Timo-
, thy O’Sullivan and Egan O'Rahilly.

During the nineteenth century the
Gaelic fell fnto practical disuse for lt-
erary purposes. In recent years a move-

- ment has been made to restore the lap-

guage and to revive Irish literature.

“The (aelic league has become a very

powerful organization, and it is waging
a popular and most successful cam-
paign in behalf of the ancient tongue.
The Soclety For Preservation of the
. Irish Language is also doing a mighty

- work toward the restoration of the ele-

gant and melliffluous Gaelic.

But the Irish do not owe their unique
talent for versification to tlre superi-
ority of the Gaelic as a vebicle and to
nothing else The Irishman is a poet
in whatever language he is constrain-
ed to employ. Some of the best Latin

verses of the scholastic ages were
penned by Irish poets.  There are nu-
rmerons rerinons thid dogmatic treatises
in faultless Latin verse which made
their appearinee during those blessed
days of Christan ascendency when the
culture und s~ iolarship of the country

were centered gt Armagh. Those weiv
the daxsx wbhen the scholastics spoke

i ¢

and wrote in almost classical Latin
and theses and disputations were put
into flowing verse,

Under the influence of the true Gaellc

THOMAS MOORE.

i temperament the unresponsive and un-

musical English has been made to yield
marvelous resuits. Bures# polyglot me-

“dium won on account of its quaintness

and the genuine minstrelsy behind it
all, and Scott almost caught the trick
of the encient story telling bards and
wandering minstrels, but Tom Moore
was the wizard who transformed gut-
turals into harmony and sibilants into

songs. His Irish lyrics are the self’

pinging melodies of the ejd Gaelic
harpists reproduced in an siten tongue.
Since the time of Hlizabeth the lyrie
had been dissociating itself from mu-
slc. Moore united them so

and so intelligently that the whole
worid broke into melody.

Scarcely less admirable in its literary
workmanship and not a whit less pa-
triotic is the poem by John Kells In-
gram, entitled ‘“The Memory of the
Dead,” which begins thus:

Who fears to speak of ninety-eight?

Who blushes at the name?

When cowards mock the patriot’'s fate,

Who hangs his head for shame?

He's all a knave or half a slave

Who slights his country thus,

But a true man like you, man,
Will Il his glass with us.

Mr. Ingram's “A History of Politiead
Hconomy” has been translated into
nine European languages and into Jap-
anese. His “Sonrnets and Other Poems”
was published iz 1800. Few men know
more about Irish history than be.
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ST. PATRICK
- AS;AN EDITOR

.- Qutside of Ireland and among, those

iabors extends mo further than that it
was be wbko converted the Irish to
Christianity apd that some mg}:'e le
ends'ol i mifiistyy Heved to thef:
presént day by the i:gﬁg%dé%‘n of hiw?
converts. To speak of St. Patrick
among these as a great editer would
doubtless arouse incredulity.

Yet one of Patrick's most important
warks in Ireland and opne which suz-
rounded him with an undying glory
even before his canonization wus done
in an editorial capacity. He and bis
assoclute bishops edited the Brehon
code of laws. the great ornament of
the pagan civilization, so 48 to make it
conform in all its parts with the word
of God. Perfectly fair and just, the
code was still permeated with the su-
perstitions of the old idolatry, and the

barmony of society demanded thelr ex-
purgation when the new order came,

A Roman subject, St, Patrick has
been praised for his forbearance in re-
fraining from injecting into the Irish
code the essence of Roman law, but it
is not certain that he was familiar with
the latter. Torn from his native Gaul
by a predatory Irish ban@l when scarce-
ly sixteen, he became thoroughly Irish
in his years of slavery in Ireland. This
{8 made evident by the fact that Latin
was to him a foreign tongue when he
escaped to Gaul to prepare for the
priesthood.

But what Patrick and his Episcopal
assistants could do In editing the code
was to give special privileges to the
clergy. It was not to be altered again,
and all was left in their hands. That
the new priesthood required new privi-
leges would be the easiest thing imagl-
nable to demonstrate to the new con-
verts.

What was done? In the Brehon law
there was the dire fine or full honor
price which might be imposed on each,
according to his dignity, for the heavier
offenses, among which, by the way,
was lying. There was also the half
honor price, which one might be fined
for offenses of less viciousness. Re
fusal of food was one of these. For
the second grade offenses no one lost
his full honor price until convicted a
third time. But for churchmen Pat-
rick made an exception. They had to
pay the full fine for the very first of-
fense and besides be degraded in
rank. A still stricter rule was imposed
on bishops. (‘hurchmen of lower grade,
thus couvicted, could recover their
grade, but a bishop could not. He
must resign his high office and become
a hermit. Thus did Patrick provide
that an erring priest should be pun-
ished more severely than the erring
layman and the erring bishop more
geverely than any other.

A great man truly, a great law edi-
tor, was Patrick, son of Calpornius.

IRISH MARTYRS.

Progresa of the Movement For Thetf:s
Canonfration.

There are few C(Clristiau countries
where martyrs for the fuith have heen
more numerous than in lreland, but
the roll of hier canonized sainta is not
proportionately large. " For this nobody
18 to blame, inasmuch as the life o1
death struggles In which the country
wus long engaged occupled the atten
tHon of the bishops and clergy and of
their flocks. But the promotion of the
causes of the Irish martyrs has not
been forgotten. His grace the arch-
bishop of Dublin in a letter to the
clergy of bis diocese has [ntimated thai
the final stage in the proceedings 1»
about to be entered upon. The sittinge
of the diocesan court will be continued
a8 far as may be possible from day tc
day until the work is completed. There
is, he states, every refison to anticipate
that what now remains to be done will
be got through speedily and that before
many weeks the official transcript of
the diocesan court's record will be
ready for transmission to the Holy See.
In an article which he contributed to
the Irish Ecclesiastical Record at the
beginning of last year the archbishop
of Dublin named between 250 and 300
cases with which it was proposed to
deal. Among them are those of Der
mod O'Hurley, archbishop of Cashel,
Cornelius O’Devaney, bishop of Down
and Connor; Maurice Kenraghty, a sec-
ular priest of the diocese of Limerick;
Arthur MacGeoghagan, 8 priest of the
Dominican order, and 8ir John Burke
or De Burgo of Brittas. In the case of
Oliver Plunkett the diocesan process
was gone through in 1874 in London,
where he suffered death, and with the
sanction of the Holy See the apostoliq
process, & later procedure, takes place
in Armagh. — Catholic Standard and
Times.

Oatholic Party In England,

A large Catholic party in England
has been formed under the leadership
of the Duke of Norfolk. The new Cath-
olic league, styled by the title Pro An-
glia Catholica, counts as thembers gl
the prominent Catholics of the United
Kingdom, including several peers of the
realm. Its purpose is to obtaln more
tavorable Catholic legisiation from both
houses of parliament, especially regard-
ing the practical support of Catholic
schools by the government. All regula-
tions and details concerning the new
league have been submitted to and ap-
proved by the Vatican authorities, who
have been informed that such a move-
ment has met with favor even at court,
where Catholics have in recent years
obtained some ascendency. It 1s also
stated that Cardinal Del Val, who
knows English conditions thoroughly,
has been the prime mover ir the soclie-

ty's has been gr;ﬂ: encour-
agied it iltaggorm by Plus

| WOMANS IDEATWO]
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on  Intelligence and
System.

Qn every hand the American woms
I& conceded tu be remarkable. Her
quickness, her keen intelligence, .her}
wonderful adaptabliity, her unusual}
m undemable. If ever a wo-

geded and deserved a career,
she does—a career open to her fal
ents.

that especially peeds ‘the best .gifis
of the American woman, her wisest
thought, her highest executivé ability,
her linest endowments. Yet it is =0
neglected a carcer that most women
never think think of it as a career at|
all. As an epportunity for vitality and
really influencing the world, they re-
fuse to counsider it.

“The greatest field now offered to
the educated woman,” says one <ol
lege woman famous for her ability and
experience, 'is the elevation of the
home into its place in American life.
The home and the school are the two
pillars upon which American institu-
tions stand. The proper correlation]
of these i3 the work of the coming
year. The school can do much but it
cannot undo all the mischief In the
home.”

The home maker who Goes not know
how to provide nourishing food of the
best variety and guality for her house-
hold, the woman who cannot manage
servants and cannot do without them
the woman who does not train her
children in the line of their best pos-
sible development, the housekeeper
who i8 neither economical nor efficient
{8 80 common in America that we
have almost ceased to expect her to
learn. The American woman who
makes a career of a home, who
brings brains to house-cleaning and
to bills of fare, who knows how to
manage her subordinates because she
knows their work thoroughly herself.
who has definite alms as to her
children’'s manners and ideals, 18 tne
exception, not the rule. The woman
who complains of home conditions, in-
stead of creating them, and who wants
4 career without seeing the one at
hand, is increasingly heard in the
land. It is all very well to smile at
the German savant's ideal wife, who
“had seventeen children and no opin-
ions,” but the American variety with
seventeen clubs and no children cer-
tainly shows up badly by comparison.
The woman who can make and keep
an Ideal home—clean, comfortable,
simple, restful, cultivated, hospitable
—has achleved the best career, after
all. No woman can make such & home
without being intelligent and ambi-
tious of excellence. “There is no
stupid work; there are only stupid
workers” says the French philosopher.
Nowadays, when 80 many women find
home making stupid, is the trouble In
home itself or in the stupidity that
fails to recognize the most beautiful
opportunities of life?—Harper's Bazar,

Coming Season's Pretty Hats.

Never USYore in millinery's history
were there such pretty dainty hats
exhibited as this season's.

These hats are made perfectly plain
of shaded straw mixed with some
dainty lace, the only decoration being
a large black velvet bow.

Accordion plaited silk and chifton
hats are again in evidence, and are
appropriate accompaniments for most
all costumes. These silk hats are
made on four shapes, the picture hat,
the Charlotte Corday, the walking hat,
and the turban; some are shirred, oth-
ers are folded, according to the wear-

Elevation of the Home Depends Up. |

- and gyu;}z;}::?s
- g0, “She Was & Yred.

by side -at-one of. 4k

There is a career, t0o, in America, | the olty ﬂm N

er's taste; and when trimmed with a
few pretty flowers are very effective,
How often well dressed worién are
to be smeen wearing evening hats of
delicate color in ths afternoon. Swuch
hats are inappropriaie for street wear.
Plain tailored hats are the correct
headgear for tallored garments.

One of our fHustrations is that of
a chip straw colonial in a grass green
hue trimmed with & paradise of &
lighter shade caught with a rosette of
liberty satin.

Another smart hat is illustrated. It
is made on a flare shape, of allover
lavender straw braid, trimmed simply
with three large ostrich plumes, in
paler tint and finished in the back
with a& cut steel ornament.

‘While a diving bell 17 feet in diam-
eter was being lowered at the govern.
ment harbor workd, Dover, recently, it
passed through a shoal of sprats and

bottom, where the divers mure&

1,000 of the fish were caught i the .

SEhi& Bame ﬁim.
days of ‘sumrchy,

mhar reason, igo, for
Q last days qt the
ﬁ-ild ?. lovér of !mu wery:

the man cutting hin ,
tiging'the woman in his. loadis s,
-Lovise Michel ‘had anothiw

title, too. I was not bers alon

she wore §t 3qlnuy w b other ladiss
of her clasa. She anli they setirsd
this title~—"La ?emlene@%—»—!n i1
commune. La Petralense mea)

petroleum girl or kerosare mald o

the lady of the naphtha'or Atvierh

of that sort. They carried these ¥alx

into buildings efthey bummg 9}-‘ 1
to ba burnaed. .

She was & sirange me
had heen a strange child, Wiili, n T
Stead sald of her, In. a chiractor
gketch written in 1892: - “She is some:

time to tihe strange glimpres ibto

apeaks. But when (ss a Httle gifd)
ahe invoked the devil to appear In the}
haunted castle of the estate on which]
she lived, using the customary invoe
cations and protesting her love for
him, she saw nothing and thereupon
incontinently concluded that thero
was no devil.” _

“She was 10 years old” asaid Mr
Stead agaln, “before her mother gould
Induce her to touch meat of any kind.

even at the earliest age found v
in the longinga for yengeanoe. ﬂhp

its pitiless tormentor,
up, loving the oppreased, hating thel
oppreasor,” That is what Mr, Btead,
wrote,

In the veins of Citoyenne Louise

She was born in 1833,
Moving from Burgundy to Paris, she
opened a school and hecame an active
propaguator of advanced decirines, Ba.

to kill the emperor of France—in her

and later shouldered a muwsket nﬁ
took part In the fighting.

ary meetings.
Versajlles and stab M. Thiers,'at the:

catch him in his hath as. Qha.rlottn
Corday had done to Marat. But- her
fricnds had other plans,
bloody week which preceded the wio
tory of the regular army she wis i

part she took in thowe days of/xio

How to Get ﬁt. -

of every twenty-four. In addftion to.
This sleep must alwsys be.-natural
Nothing is 8o bad for the sppearan
and general heslth an sleap inducad
by anodynes or narootics in any form
The diet should he llb::g.l

consist largely of c
starch and sugar; potato

tile flulds in cang and . threw t ot

what & psychlc herself, having from|
futurity, of which she bat seldom}?:

It seemed a specles of csnnfbalizm, ;_‘
The Irog cut in two by the spmde.f
the wornout horse driven to  the};
leech pond, the gocse nailed b}‘ it}
feet before the fire, the Kitten drag-|:
god by a string through the street—{"
all these things roused im - Louise}r - =
Mtichel a loathing and & horror v‘hich e Y8 WY

Michel flowed royal blood~—diluted. | 4
& poaxant.i”

fore the war of 1870 she was anxlousy
love for humanity. During the war}.
she served in the ambulance corpa}

During the commune of 1871 sho‘
was in her element, 8he organized}
clubs and preaided at cae revolutiam:
She offersd to fo'to}

head of the government, hoping to]
Durlng the} |

the thickest of the fighting. ~¥or theF

and anarchy she was sent on the long}
journey to Caledonia. She was par
doned in 1880 and came | back to Pnrli. g

Absolute freedom from care ;t.nd
anxlety. At least ton hours’ sleap out}

1w ot wmx the:
matter. ¥ am not
think- that we have
‘gilo plank between
which thé rosring tides §
‘prisently sweep away. T donot1h
our work I over or that it
40 an end. On the cooiraxy;
years foll by the call awxgg ixg
more clear; the dntr ore.im

ths :vorg

longed to see the horse trample down. “Lor
So she grew}:

‘ in
hewn mm nt the rock of -do
-work u ri;hteoul gmf lt Qh"

orensr, gghltx
cooked and served with sugsr,

aweet bufter, milk,

b

ght, such as corn, sweet

and spaghetti kinds without, pas

plenty of outdoor 1ifé, an 9& m&?’e
amount of exeréise. Bieep in & Wi
ventilated room. Idonot helleve th
any one can gain flesh if there s ¢
internal disense, certainly nof if there

trouble. Where the patient is plump

gynuastic course,
the latter properly the patient is’ adi

ercise preseribed by the at;enﬁant
physician,
moderate prices, may be found izz'

the dovelopmem is meagre ln tha o
per paxt of the body mnﬂﬁx s
80 4n excellent exercise. ‘Walkix
alwiys wholesomé, The putignt who

wishes to gain, flesh can,

ler nerves to get the beﬁer of héﬁ ,

Leather as & Skirt Facing,
Leather 18 used by Some wo

cleaned if soiled by mud, In a skirt|
of walking length which rubg over the
shoe tops, it has the disadvantége;
however, of being hard on the leather

tween it and the latter wearing -
the outer finish and polish,

Harenless Skin Fud& ‘
A good skin food s made of twdww
blespoonfuls of white mﬂle

mxwgetnenmucummw‘

bell and carried down to the sea |

water for & le of ho
table ’*"*mﬁ“’% YA

vegetables containing starch and sw}
ﬁbhﬁo’ég
beans,, peas;, foods of the madaront {10

i any tendemcy to dyspepsid of Iiver | £

in ome part of the body and faile in}
another a gymnastie course is advis |20
ed. There is nothing betfer thin b}

eycling, unless it may be a- ragﬁlav 5
In order to pursue }

vised to go to a first-clasy gyimnasium |
submit to an examination and take ex:}/

These gymnablums,” Ml

ol a% |9
& skirt facing. It has the sdventages |4
of shedding dust and heing remdily]

of the walking shoes, the friction bé» ]
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