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A Regular Industry In Australia
and Asi.

MOST DANGEROL S WORK

This Poison Commands Most Fabulous
Price--- World's Annual Production
Less Than one Pound--—- Demand
for it is Steadily Growing and Value
Increases Correspondingly.

The fact that there exists among
manufacturing chemists, or, at any
rate, a section of them, a steady de-
mand for spake venom, has lung been
known to the scientiti- world, but the
purpose for which it is required has
not been made public IHitherto the
supply has been obtained chiefly from
Asia, but it has always been more or
less uncertain in quantity and char
acter, Recently, however, Australia
has appezared as a competitor in the
market, but to what extent cannot be
readily ascertained, for snake venom,
like radium, is measuared by " grains
and commands an almost fabulous
price, somewhere between £5,500 and
£6,000 per pound. It is doubtful wheth-
er the world's annual production
reaches that quantity, but a value of
from 20s. to 258. per grain will am-
ply repay the collector. Possibly with
further developments in medical sci-
ence the demand will increase and
lead to a corresponding rise in price,
the supply necessarily remaining lim-
ited.

The headguarters of the Australian
supply are situated in Bydney. where
the industry became established by a
akilful naturalist, whose npame, al-
though unfamillar to the general pub-
lc, 18 one well known in scientific cir-

cles. He obtains the venom from
four varieties of snake—the death
adder, the brown adder, the black

adder and the tiger, or brown banded
adder. Each of these has to be caught
uninjured, a task demanding consid-
erable knowledge of the ways of
snake life and no little skill in the
work of capture. Snakes are plentiful
in the wilder parts of the Common-
wealth and constitute one of the dan-
gers of bush traveling. They are less
frequently met with in the vicinity of
largely populated places, but a saucer
of milk will sometimes reveal their
previonsly unsuspected existence Oc
casionally a bush fire will send num-
bers of them a-wagging with won-
derful rapldity in all directions, when
they become more dangerous than
ever to meet. The tiger snake I8 the
most useful to the poison collector,
88 it not only carries the largest
amount of venom. but this, when ex-
tracted, I8 equal in killing power to
that of the colra. It is one of the
least common of Australian snakes,
and its deadly chara«ter is s0 widely
known that when bitten by nne a col-
lector has no hesitation in + hopping
off the injured limb death being the
only glternative.

The mannoer in which the snake
poison or serum is obtained possesses
several features of interest One
method. both delicate and dangerons,
{8 to extract in perfect form the
venomous bag. tying the valve tightly,
80 as to prevent the escape of the
poison. It is then placed in preserv-
ing fuid for export Another method,
that invented by the collector, is sim-:
ple and effective. It consists of a
small apparatus held by a handle in
one hand In this a broad band of
india rubber passes across a glass
plate, a small space separating the
two. The apparatus is placed opposite
the head of the spake, the neck being
held firmly by the other hand of the
operator. On the reptile opening its
jaws the end of the apparatus is imp-
serted, when the snake immediately
fixes its poison fangs in the india rud-
ber, leaving the marks of a couple of
tiny dots where they penetrate the
materigl. The poison discharged into
the {ndia rubber band sinks on the
glass plate below, where it is care-
fully collected. When the snake re-
moves its fapgs from the apparatus it
{s placed in a cage, and the glass
plate replaced by another, in readi-
ness for the next snake -

The snakes are caught by men who
have become exceedingly expert in
the work, the chief supply being ob-
tained from portions of the coast
gouth of Sydney, and who claim that
plentiful doses of undiluted whisky
constitute an infallible cure for snake
bite. The price of a snake ranges
from a couple of shillings upward,
some bdringing as much as seven or
eight shillings, and there are places
in Sydney where students of natuial
history can obtain almost any kind
required. The general method of
catching a snake i8 by pressing a bat-
ten some five feet in length and four
or five inches in width, down on the
neck, until a hold of the back of the
head can be obtained with the fin-
gers. If a forked stick be employed
there is a risk of the snake breaking
its poison fangs while Dbiting the
wood. Of coarse great care has to be
exercised in handling the venom, dat
up to the present no accidsat has ever
beem reported.

A Stern Rebuke,

Bddie—I druv a nalil in the teacher’s
chair this mornin’. Gee, you ought te
gee him jump:

Tommy—I bet he won't set
for a spell.

Bddie—No, an' I won't neitherl—
Oleveland Plain Dealer.
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THE SIBERIAN RAILWAY.

Road Poorly Constructed—Much Darm
age to Freight,

A correspundent writes frem Mos-
cow. The upsatisfactory manner in
Wl.ch te managements of the Si-
ber.an and particularly the Mauochu-
riap, railways discharge their obliga-
tions to the Russian trading com-
munity is the subject of bitter com-
plaint. Trainload after trainload of
goods dispatched from the Far East
1o Moscow has heen blocked in tran-
8it at various points on the railway
lines since their officlal “opening to
trattic.”” A leading lussiam lmporier
of Chinese tea informs me that not
only consideruble incenvenience, bat
serious loss, has been caused to m-
porters by the snnoying breskdowns
on the ruallways during the last six
months, which my informant roundly
declares are due in the main either to
faulty construction of the line and
its viaducts or to lack of rational
trafic organization. Several large
cargoes of Chinese tea dispatched
from the Pacific Coast for Moscow
three maonths back only reached their
destination a couple of weeks ago.
The bandling of the freight by the
railway employees {8 most careless,
damaged casings and packings being
lamentably frequeat. Collisions omn
the Siberian and Manchurian lines
have, he adds, been so frequent that
one might almost imagine the rail-
way paid s premium to its drivers
and pointsmen for reducing its roll-
ing stock. The rolling stock itself he
declares to be totally inadequate. Side
by side with a Moscow-Port Arthur
train de luxe, which compares
to advantage with anything of the
sort either in KEurope, locomotives,
and covered vans, and the general
haphazard goods organization, stand
out in a contrast whiech he describes
as ‘“'truly Russian.”

Many portions of the line through
Siberia are stated to have been laid
with a want of technical supervision,
which is almost criminal. Some of
the very bLridges and viaducts which
have given serious trouble under a
by no means heavy traffic were built
pnder the “"supervision” of a con-
tractor who, prior to their comple-
tion, found it expedlent hurriedly to
quit Russian territory for good, after
making hundreds of thousands of ru-
bles out of his contract by dishonest
means. Nor, adds my Informant,
was this an isolated case. It has
repeatedly been declared that a strict
Government inquiry was to be held in
St. Petersbhurg for the purpose of ex-
amining into various cases of official
dishonesty and mismanagement In
connection with the construction of
the ransasian trunk line.

My Informant declares that, In
spite of the appuarent advantage afford-
ed by the specially differentiated
duty on tea imported into European
Russia through (0dessa 4nd Batum
from Shaunghai und Hong Kong by
Yolunteer Flret steamer, the lamenta-
ble frictions. the damage in transit,

and the dela: < ip  copnection with
tea and other -urioes  carried over
the Manchurian and Siberian rall-
ways bid fair to induce Russlan im-
porters for some time to come to

give the new land route a wide berth.
No such delays are experienced with
cargoe~ brought by sea, which are de-
livered in good condition at (dessa
quays b from twenty-four to twenty-
eight days from Chinese ports of ship-
ment After the recent arbttrary ap-
propriation by the Russian authori-
ties tor military transport purposes
of a considerable portion of the roll-
ing stock on the Siberian and Man-
churian lines, and the temporary com-
plete breakdown om the Manchurian
system, the quantity of goods black-
ed at various points along the Trans-
asian line reacbed close on five mil-
lion poods.

He is convinced that the line has
a great future before {t, but he is no
less convinced that it will never suc-
ceed in competing successfully for
many of the best cargoes with well-
equipped steamer fleets plying
through the Swuvez Canal. Moreover,
he thinks it quite possible that the
Siberian system may yet haveto face
the competition of a rival line in
Asia. Something, he declares, has
been heard in certain quarters in Rus-
sla of a project for the linking up of
India with the plains of the Yang-ise
by means of an “‘all-red” Iiné of rails.
The possible extension of this railway
at some future date until it becomes
a competitive Transasian trunk lipe
extending from the Pacific to Arabia,
and practically linking up with the
gigantic Cape Town to Cairo trunk
line through Africa, hms algso been
taken into account in the same quanr
ters. In passing, I may be allowed
to add that I have heard this project
debated with Interest in other circles
in Russia besides those of commerce.
—London Times Correspondence.

Japan's Naval Programme.

A mnotable naval event which slip
ped by without notice was the launch-
ing in Japan of the 3,000-ton crutiser
Ottawa., Her completion will signal-
ize the fulfilment of Japan's scheme
of naval construction devised at the
end of the (Chinese war, which has
raised the island empire inio one of
the great naval powers of the world.
Most ot\ the fleet was built in Eng.
land, but (Germany and the United
Sta‘es contributed certain ghips, and
Japan herself has built some. Henee
forth, Japan will probably be able to
handle all of her own naval counstruc
tion.
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' REDUCING NOISE IN CITIES,

Vibrations from Trains Deadened,
Musical Telephones.

One of the best offiee bnildings in
Berlin is :bhat ¢f a certain eclectrical
firm. Whenever the telephane “rings™
in that building it doesm’t ring,
sings & musical note.

This result is due to a Yankee.
When the bullling was belng com-
pleted a yonng telephone engineer
from America, who was qssociated
with the irm, was asked to instal
the telephone service. It was obvious-
ly appropriate that it should illustirate
the best telephone practice. and to
his mind this demanded the avoidance
of the noise and uwervous wear ordi-
natily produced by the telephone beil,
He therefore substituted for this dis-
quieting instrument a device which
gives forth a soft musical note.

in some of the oflices the innovation
was welcomed, in others it was de-
clined on the ground that this quiat
sound would certainly not be heard.
After a little time, however, it was
found that the ear accustomed itself
to notice the soft and agreeable sound
with just as much precision as wasg
secured by a harsh and startling
sound. The resualt of a few months’
experience was, therefore, that everx
rattling bell or busser was discarded
for the “singing note,” and the en-
hanced composure thus realized im
the building was very material.

In the same city, when an elevated
electric rallway was recently being
built, not only were all the plans of
the company carefully scrutinized in
advance by the municipal authorities,
and those for the stations radically
changed {n the (nterest of street beaun-
ty, but special devices were also em-
ployed to deaden the vibration from
trains,

‘The lesson from Berlin is, therefore,
that, despite the vannted “demands
of modern life In <ltles,” noiss can be
redQuced by attention, even in the case
of these two pre-eminent offenders,
the ‘telephone bell and the elevated
railway.—Chicago Record-Herald.

War Record of a Dog.

TUnusual interest centered in a case
heard in the Dublin police court In
which the leading figure was a bull-
dog that formerly belonged to Gen.
Philip Botha and wept through a
good portion of the South African
war.

Ernest Warmingham, canteeg man-
ager for the contractors, was sum-
moned for cruelty to the animal,
which has been stationed for some
time past with the Royal Irish rifles
at Richmond barracks,

The bulldlog, which now belongs to
Color Sergt. Bdwards, Royal Irish
rifles, was accommodated with a seat
ln the wWitness box, from which point
be semed to take a lanquid interest
In the proveedings. He was dressed
in a coat with green facings, and
wore several Soutb African medals
clasps.

The aunimal's record 18 an eventful
ooe During the Boar war bhe was

mounted {nfantry, from Commandant
I’hilip Botha's farm In the Doorn-
berg, in September, 1000,

From that time until the end of
the war he trekked with the rifles
mounted force from Qriqualand in
the west to Basutoland in the east,
and he still bears the scar of a wound
received in action. Later he was
with Gen. French's column in Cape
Colony.

For his service the bulldog now
wears the queemn’s South African
medal with three clasps, and the
king's South African medal with two
clasps.— L.ondon Telegraph.

Queer Japan.
Japar is & queer country it is a
land of contradictions and inversions.
We prefer sweet fruit, they sour;
they make saucepans of paper; we
weep at misfortunes, they laugh; we
think white teeth beautiful, Japanese
ladies varnish their teeth black; they
put on the roof of a house first, and
build the walls up afterward; their
carpenters draw the pane toward
tbem: their horses’ shoes sare of
gstraw; their taidors, in atitching,
point the needle from them; in their
locks their key turns from left to
right. OIld men in Japan fiy kites
and spin tops, while children look on;
Japanese writers use  painting
brushes, not pens, and write from bot
tom to top, and {from right to left; in

Japan there are no lawyers, and
Japanese doctors mnever make any
charges, or send in any bills; our

mourning garments are black, theirs
white; and they mount a borse on the
off wide.—Ex.

Chinese Treeslm London.

The Aflanto, or Allanthus glandu-
losa, of which some 250 sp ens are
about to be planted in Kingsway and
Aldwych, I8 & Ohinese plant which
is very hardy in England, and will
probably be able to survive even the
smoky atmosphere of London. It is
largely used as food for the ailan-
thus, or Cynthia silkworm, and is as
ormamental as it is useful. It is a
stately tree, with a straight trunk
and magnificent foliage, the leaves
being often more than three feet in
length, The Russian goverament has
planted a pumber near Odessa, and
it appears to be the best tree for
growth on the steppes. In France 1t
18 used as a timber tree, thriving on
¢halky solls, Probably no Dbetter
<hobce could have been made {or
beautifying two of the finest streets
in London, or the world.—London
Chrenicle.
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In his article on "The Slave Man}

ket at Marrakesh,” in “Harper's May
azine” for Japaury, 8. L. DBensusan
gives a vivid picture of this terrible
trathic which goes an approved by the
Morrocan Government. He describea
the beglenioz of the szle ag follows:

“The crowd at the entrange pxu’tz
t0 the right and left {0 admit twelwe
grave men weanng white {urbans
and ellabiag, They are the Gelals, or
auctiopeers, and the sale s about &%
begin,

“Slowly and impressively the delals
advance in a line to the conter of the
slave market, almost up to the ar
cade where the wealthy buyers sit
expectant. Then the head auctionesr
lifts up his-voice and——oh, hideous
wmockery of it alll—he prays.

“Now each delal has his people
sorted out, and the processiop begins,
Followed by his hargains, he marches
round ind round the market, and |
understand why the dust was laid he
fore the procession commenced. Some
of the slaves are absolutely free from
emotion of any sort; they move round
as stolldly as the blindfolded borses
that work the water wheels in gar
dens beyond the town. Othera feel
their pogition.

i * “Twenty-one dollars—twenty-one,”
cries the delal at whoss heels the ons
young and pretty woman who has not
found a buyer limpa painfully. 8he
is from the western Sudan, and her

. big eyes have the terror-stricken look
that reminds me of a bare “hat was
rup down by the hounds a tew yards
from me on the marshes ntear my
country home last winter.

* *Why 1a the price 8o Iow? [ ask.

* *She is sick,’ sxys the Moor, cool
ly; “she capnot work; perhaps =he
will not tive. Who will giwe more
in such a cuse?"”

Early Colonfal Adminttration,

The theary of colonial administra-
tion in the seventeenth and eigh:
teenth centuries was summarized by
Montesquieu in the phrase, "Com-
merelal monopoly Is the leading prin-
clple of colonia! intercourse.” This
was common to all nations having
colonies, without exception. Passling
over sundry minor, though important,
details, by which the colony was
' made to minister to the individuoal
welfare of membera of favored
classes, the monopoly was expressed
under two principal heads—commerce
and navigation. Under the first was
comprised all exchange of merchan-
dise between the colony and the ex-
’tornnl world. The nmother country
reserved to itself the right to send to
the colony all needed supplies; mot
only of {ts own produce of manufsc.
ture, but of other countries as well,
which must first be brought to it, and
reshipped. In the same manner col-
onlal products could be exported only
to the mother country, which consti.
tuted Itself & commercial centre
whence they wvero to be distributed
to other peoples. Thus the colonial
market was reserved to the home
merchant, and the - colonist, for his
market, was limited to the mother
country, This restricted intercourse
was called the direct trade; while the
concentration in the mothor country
of supplies for the colonies, and of
colonial exports, whereby she reaped
the profits of stornge, of handling,
{and of the commission of the middle
"man or broker, was known by the
French word “entrepot.”—Yrom ‘“The
War of 1812 by Capt. A. T. Mshan,
in Scribners.

Plus X. Helped to Dig Grave.

A Baltimorean who {8 now in Rome
writes home that many stories are be-
ing toid ot the new pope. One which
ho relates in his letter refers to the
time when the present pontiff was par-
ish priest at Salmano, a village near
Trevigo, The story depicts Plus X,
as a gravedigger, and is accredited to
the Rev. Alexander Robertson, a Pro-
testant missionary residing at Ven-
fce. It follows:

“A son of the soil himself, thé pope
in bhis esrlier days was always will-
ing to help his countrymen. The sac-
ristan tells how more than once when
a body had to be brought to the
church from a distance for a funeral
service and three men only could be
fourd to carry it Father Sarto, then
thirty-two years old, would himself
form the fourth. When, in 1878, chol-
ers broke out at Salzano & panic
selzed the villagers, anéd none vould
be got to dig graves or bury the dead.
‘Don Beppi,’ as Father Sarto was
called, then sald to his sscristan, ‘You
and I must do it So getting spades
they set to work. Their courmgeous
conduct was not lost upon the par-
fshioners, who soon relieved them of
their teil.”—Baltimore Sun.

Take a Look at the Wind.

¥iver take a look at the wind? Can’t
see It, you say? Yes, you can, Some
day when a gale is blowing and the
atmosphere is cold, go out In your
yard, taking a nice, bright handsaw.
If the wind is blowing from the north
hold the saw with its ends pointing,
one to the east, the other to the west.
Talke the saw as if you were going to
cut the air upward and let the testh,
which are on top, tilt it over till the
fiat part of the saw is on an angle of
45 degrees with the horizon.

Then if you look along the teeth
of the saw you can see the wind pour
over the teeth as plainly &8 the water
over a waterfall~Wilkesbarre
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BY an especial nrug:cnmt; ED, FIN
tonic and perfume manufacturets of
of this paper, who will taka the trouble
sample bottle of Ep, PINAUD “Am TOKI ) m
ED. PINAUD'S LATEST ONEATIO
And ED, PINAUD'S ELIXIRDENTIF

This offer s made by the Pariumen A
vincs the public by actual thel of the su
frqumiou over those of all oth
o that part of the publié wh

PINAUD'S Bair Tonicaa
to lest them. Cutoutth
cost of packing and mal

THIS is the day of the nathira
waisted worndn,” The
B, Erect Form has changed’
American figure. It has &y
discomfort with ease:

and exaggerated figure produced
by the old corset idea,- It. re.. ;
moves the strainof lacing from;
the sensitive parts of the body §
and throws all pressure upon the.,
hipsand the strong baqk mu‘qeles',, g
supporting the stomach withjn "

the corset and not'forcing-it be~ -
low the garment. ;The Erspt

Form is made in_more models.
than ever before. ‘There are
forty distinct styles of t ispo's{n:
lar fnake, each meant for a- dis-
tinct type of woman. Dealer
in all sized towns and cities th
land over, sell the rg_c’% Form
Prices range upward from $1
WEINGARTEN BROS,

Makers _
377979 Breniway, Nulv;r}cid &%
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Says: “RUNKEL BROTHEKS COCOA s
finest cocoa made; an article of abiolute ‘pu
with the highest nuiritive qualities and » f
of perfection.” . L .

If you iry it once vou will full
wisdom of THE COCOA EXPERT.
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