/

x?ft}‘&%“ﬂfng?%mw\www o A s

wh

e

R OT 'm

Popularly Supposed to Have
'~ But One Wife.

KNOWN TO HAVE NINE.

The Other Wives' Chiliren are Recog
nized as of Full Stamding in the
Royal Pedigree.—Wiwes are Some-
times Seclected for Prolitical Rea-
sone.~Their Influence.

Mutsuhito, the emperor of Japan, is
popularly supposed to have only one
wife, the empress, to whom he was
married in 1869. As a matter of fact,
he has, or has had, nine wives. Of
these, however, eight are merely con-
cubines, or consorts, having no social
rank and pot figuring In any way in
the court ceremonies. They were se-
lected for him by the imperial couneil
from among the first familles of the
nation. The emperor himself, in the-
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LUﬂ!!!lINQ IN MANCHURIA,

potitors in Chinese Market.

Many lumbering enterprises are be.
ing established in Manchuria, Siberfa
and Sakhalln, with the ‘dea of com-
peting with American FPacific coast
lamber.

The most important i{s the Russian
timber and mining company, of the
far east, with headquarters at Port
Arthur. This company is organized
b¥ some of the most prominent men
connected with the Russian govern-
ment, and is reputed to have a capi
tal of 20,000,000 rubles ¢$10,300 obo)
Its principal operations will be on the
Yalu river, where it runs down timber
from the forests of Korea as well as
the large forests of Manchuria. These
forests are said to be very extensive
and contain immense quantities of ex-
ceedingly fine timber. There is much
of the lke in this market from that

‘locality, and it bhas been the source
I

of supply for both this and the Tien-

ory at least, had nething £o say about ' tsin market for ages.

it.

Referring to these plural wives, W.
E. Curtis, in his book “T"he Y ankees
of the east,” says: “‘“They seerm to pe
& sort of guaranty that th-ere shall be
an helr to the throme, as thelir chil-'
dren are recognized as of ful! stand-
ing in the royal pedigree, and the
present heir apparent is the son of

one of them. They are selected be-’

cause of their pure blood, Lhei"
health and beauty and soznetirmes for
political reasons, for it is considered
the highest distinction that can be '
deferred upon a woman in Japan—to
he empress is only nobler. The left-
handed wives of the sm peror often
wield a tremendous political influence,
for obvioua reasons, and their rela-
tives ars supposed to profit thereby.
They live in the greatest lmxury, are
surrounded by multitudes of attend-
ants, and except for their ommission
in the court codes of etigquette, which
do not provide for them, they stand
equal to the empress hersell.”

The smperor, acordlng to the same
autbority, has had twelve chlldreu, of
whom only four, three girils and one
boy, are living. The Countess Sono
was the mother of four children, the
Countess Chigusa and the Countess
Yanagiwara of three each and Mme.
Hashupato and Mme. Hamuro of one
child each. Woshihita, the prince im-
perial, i{s the son of Coumntess Yana-
giwara, who became one of the em-
peror's copcubines fn 18F5 She is
the daughter of Count Yansagiwari, a
respected citizen of Tokyo, and is
said to be a woman of ability.

Before her marriage the crnpress
was Princess Haruko, daughtcr of
Prince Ichijo. This mnan was of noble
ancestry and had taken an active
part in the revolution against tho ty-
coons. The marriage was popular and
the empress |8 to-day the Iidol of the
Japanese people. She {8 much less
exclusive than the emperor, Is demo-
cratic and progressive In her ways
and is much Interested In educational
and charitable affairs. She has had
no children. When she was married
she wag 19 years old and thhe emporor
two years younger. She is described
as a delicate and slender woman, with
a long, thin face, pointe@ chin and
flat features. Like mxost of her couan-
try-women she uses cosmetics freely
and these do not enhance her beasuty
in the eyes of forelgners

Ernest W. Clement in “A Handbook
of Modern Japan,” =says of the om-
press: “She was brought up in tho
old-fashfoned way, but she i1sin hearty
sympathy with the ideals of New

Japan. Asg she has no children of her .

own she has adopted the entire na-
tion and completely won their love;
she Is, indeed, the mother of millions.
She is especially iInterested in educa-
tional and benevolent imstitutions;
she {s the active patron of the Peer-
esses’ school, the University for Wo-
men, the Red Cross society and other
philanthropic enterprises In times of
calamity her purse is always opened
for a liberal contribution to the suf-
fering.”

Haru No Miya Yoshihito, the prince
{mperial, was born Aug. 31,
was proclaimed heir to the throne in
1887. In May, 1900, he was married
to Princess Sada, danghter of Prince
Fushima, a man of great prominenca
and a councilor of the emperor. She
was born in 1884 and educated fn the
Peeresses’ school until her bethrothal
when she was placed under private
tutors. The prince impsriaml i3 even

more progressive than his father and

when he married the princess he did
not merely “appoint’” her his wife
and have the fact registered in the
presence of witnesses, as is the wusual
custom, but he had a religlous cere-

mony performed by a priest and had u':

reception and banquet. He treats

his wife as an equal in every respect *

and it is believed that through his

fnfluence the status of women gen-

erally in Japan will be very much im-
proved and that concubines, which is
now practically recogmlzed as lega.!,l
will be discouraged. 'They have two
children, Prince Horohito, born April
29, 1901, and Prince Yasuhito, born
June 26, 1902. i

Mikados Ancient Ancestry,
Ancient though many FEuropean
royal houses may consider thhemselves
none can beat the recori of the mi-

kado. Mutsuhito 18 the one hundred
and twenty-second wearer of the
crown, which his ancestors have

borne without interruption since the
year 666 B. C. That is to say, the
founder of the dynasty was & comtem-
porary of Nebuchadnezzar. Though
one msay not be guilty of the impolite
ness of calling this pedigree in ques-
tion, it is difficult to believe that the
mikado of 2,550 years ago was the son
of the sun goddess. Possihly evem the
present occupant of the thrrone has
doubts about it in private.

1879, and !

At the mouth of the Yalu, Russia is ‘

to build the third largest sawmill in
the world. Whether or not the mill is
to come from the United States is not
known, but a great mill enterprise is
,already in progress of coastruction,
located exactly on one of the points
pow in controversy. In addition to this
compsetition, which is already supply-
ing large quantities of timber and
lumber to Port Arthur, Dalny, Niuch-
Iwa.ng and the Chinese Eastern rail-
,way, the Russians are shipping quan-
tities of lumber to all of these places
by steamer from Vliadivostok and vi-
cinity and from the island of Sakhalin.

Another point of Russian competi-
tion In the lumber business is devel-
oping on the Sungarl river, where the
Chinese Eastern rallway crosses |it,
about eighty miles south of Harbin.
, Timber In considerable quantities is
runn down this river to the point and
{8 beilrg made into lumber by the
Chinese method, several hundred men
‘being engaged In the work. Lumber
from this source will never reach the
sea |n competition for the trade of
China, but {t will be a splendid source
of supply for ralilway use and for the
city of Harbin,

It {8 clear that Russia Intends to
provide for all the requirements of
lumber in Manchuria and Siberia, witk
a possibllity of entering the Chlnese
market. The Rusians are famliliar
with the lumber, wheat, and flour bus!-
ness, and as they have the natural
advantages and the earnest support of
their banks, railways and government
throughout Manchurla, their develop-
ment of these industries is likely to
close this market to our country in
these products, and if they show in-
tense energy and enterprise they will
become severe competitors In the
great markets of China for flour espa-
clally, and possibly for lumber—Na-
tional Geological Magazine.

S8cythe as Church Ornament,

At the first sight the scythe is a
strange ornament for a church, but
there |8 nothing incongruous in these
curious agricultural {mplements as
seen in the parish church of St. Mary's
at Horncastle, in Lincolnshire.

Thirteen of these blades are nalled
above the door in the north chapel.
At one time the blades numbered 40

,or 50, but owing tn rust and decay '

'many of them have been lost. Each

of the scythesg Is about a yard in
length.
The geuneral belief {s that these

blades were placed In the church in
commemoration of the zeal of peas-
ants who wielded them In defense of
- their fatih in the rebellion known as

| “The Pllgrimage of Grace,” which had

* 1ts rise at Louth in 1536.
| Whan _.he r.ople saw the ruins of
thelr churches and abbeys, they rose
in revolt, and arming :hemselves with
the instruments of nusbandry, such as
scythes, they went forth to encounter
the enemy.

They were beaten and dispersed,

| but in the eyes of their countrymen

they were heroes, and the rude im-
plements with which they fought were
deemed worthy of an abiding place in

" the old church, where the peasants
" had worshipped —Christian Age.

Japanese Government.

It is now quite well established that
the Japanese government continued
for over 2,600 years exactly the same
In form as that of the Mahometan
caliph and of modern Rome. The
chiefs of religlon among the Japanese
have been the chiefs of the kingdom

' much longer than in any other na-

tion. The succession of the pontiff
xings may be traced with certainty
for more than 780 years hefore our
era.

The ecclesiastical emperor was call-
ed “Diari,” a name now used by the
people for the royal residence of the
mikado or for the court itself, Unth
recently the mikado was regarded as
too sacred to be called by his right
name, After the overthrow of the pon-

tiffs the dairi was kept {n honor-,

able confinement by the mikado and
treated with the utmost respect, for
the people revered him as if he were
an idol—New York Press.

Stone With a History.

A stone with a remarkable history
is kept at the British naval offices in
Portsmouth. In the '§0s it saved a
vessel of the queen’s navy. The frigate
Pique ran ashore on the Japanese
coast, but was refloated in what was
thought to be an undamaged condi-
tion. It proceeded to Portsmouth and
was docked, when it was found that
the stone had imebdded {tself firmly in
the planks of the ship's bottom. The
stone prevented leakage, and had It
dropped from its position during the
homeward run there is lttle doubt
that the Pique would have been lost.
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THE “HERMIT KINGDOMY

. / ,
Brief Sketch of Korea and its Many

Characteristics.

i Korea is the country ocoupying the
peninsula between the Yellow sea and
the sea of Japan, reaching northward
along the coast to latitude 43 degress.
The Tiumen river, Shang Pal moun-
tains and Yalu river separate it from
Manchuria in an irregular northwest-
southeast line of natural houndaries.
t It is about 600 miles long, north and
south, and 135 miles wida, and con.
tains about 75,000 sguare ‘ites,

The northern half of this tarritory
13 mountainous and well wooded, with
peaks 6,000 and 8,000 feet high; a
range of mountains runs along the
eastern seaboard, and ancther range
reaches down to the southwest point
of the peninsula and reappears in the
axtinet volecano (Mt. Auckland, or
fHanrasan) on Quelport island. The
east coast is abrupt and rocky, with
few harbors, the best being Wonsan
(or Gensan) and Fusan.

The south and west coasts are low,
studded with i{slands entered by sew
eral rivers affording light-draft navle
gation, and abound in harbors, but the
high tides and flerce currents make
tpproaches dangerous. The Ns Kong,
which empties near Fusan; the Han,
flowing into Chemulpo bay and giving
steambhoat navigation to Ssecul; the
Taidong, In the northwest, which Is
ocavigable 76 miles to Pingyang, and
the Yalu, are the only rivers worth
mention. The Yalu can be ascended
by large vessels for about 30 miles
and by boats to Wi-wen, about 175
miles above its mouth.

The northern riyers freeze over in
winter, and snowy winters rule there
from December to March; but the
sor*hern half of the country is much
warmer. The climate, on the whals,
is healthful and rather dry, The
western side of the country is mainly
monotonous plains, dry, fortile and
nearly denuded of wood. .

Wagon roads hardly exist, and {n.
terior traffic is by boat, packhorses
and human porters, travelers golng on
pony back or in sedan chairs. A rall-
way extends between Seoul and Che-
mulpo (26 miles), and i{s being pushed
north toward Pingyang, Wiju and Man-
churia. Another line is building under
Japanese auspices from Fusan to
Seoul.

Kores was conquerad by the Marw
chus in the 17th century, and until
1894 was a vassal of China, but after
the China-Japan war Korea became
independent. Previous to 1876, when
Japan - made a treaty of friendship
with the country, Korea had been
completely closed to foreigners, and
was called The Herwlit Nation, but in
1876 Wonsan and Fusan were opened
to trade, {n 1880 Chemulpo, and since
then several other ports. The latest
opened {8 Wiju, which will be very
important when peace returns. In
1883 a treaty was made with the
United States and diplomatic relations
were established. Japanese influence
has had a persistent struggle against
Russian {nfluence; but in the enrrly
spring of 1904 Japan placed her
armies in Korea without opposition,
and made it the seat of thelr military
operations against Rusaia, proclaim-
ing, however, that they did not intend
to annex the country.

The general customs, manners and
costumes of the people partake of
both Chinese and Japanese character-
istics, but the people, as a whole, are
very backward, though physically bet-
ter than the average of their neigh-
bors. A census in 1900 gave 6,608,351
adults lable for imperial taxes. The
total population may be 15,000,000,

Peculiarities of Koreans.

The Koreans are said to have Jap-
anese faces,
manners of their own. Next to the
Bskimos they are the heartiest eat-
ers in the world. The flesh of young
dogs is their favorite delicacy; Jap-
anese beer their favorite beverage,
Hvery Korean houge hag a cellar, call-
ed khan, which is used as a furnace.
Its mouth is some distance from the
house. On a cold night you will se®
one or more white-clad figures crams-

the khan’s mouth as fast as they
can with twigs, branches and other

‘combustible food. Thus well-fed, the

furnace burns for hours and keeps the
house warm all night. In Korea, as
in China, ancestor worship is the real
religion. Fortune tellers, astrologers
and sorceresses are in great demand.
The Koreans are a nation of poets and
painters. Hvery fairly educated man
writes poems and paints pictures.
“Gessangs,” who correspond to the
Japanese geisha girls, are numerous
in the larger towns, and especlally
abound at Pingyang, in the northern
mining district. The Korean popula-
tion is divided imto two classes, the
workers and the students and offi-
clals. The workers are oppreszed and
abused without mercy and ars apa-
thetic, Indifferent and lacking Im
energy.

In the Far East.

Praying in Japan is made very easy.
In the streets are tall posts with
prayers printed on them, and with &
small wheel attached. Any one pass-
ing by can give the wheel a turn and
that counts as a prayer. The Alnus,
residing in Yezo, the second largest
of the 3,850 islands of which the em-
pire is composed, worship the bear
angd reverence the sun, moon, ire wind
and water.

Dog-raising is practiced in Manchu-
ria much as sheep-farming is carried
on elsewhere.
takes her dowry in dogs, six if she be
the daugther of poor parents, more
if they be wealthy. The brutes serve
as meat for human consumption and
their magnificent coats are converted
into rugs and garsuents. From 40,000
to 50,000 are slaughtered eyery year.

Chinese customs and '
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