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S t e Tenths of the Population 
Live in Villages. 

fpOUSJCEEPlNG" IS SIMPLE 
KTO ' — 

,.^J|r*»««*fan Peasant at Home Not Much 
iMJ* Given t o Appears rice—8tl 11 Wea rs 

R*d Fiann*! Shirt Outaido of 
* Trousers.—Believes In Thorouflh 
Cleanliness for Sunday. 

•* JProfeably nine out of ten persons 
>^ftT i i t * n t r » v e l e a In Russia, if asked 

J- ^ "«0 describe the Russian home would 
W^' *2f*** flmt ot t h e iog-houae of the 
ViHr. *" B' ,B

i
wl«'> village. Nine-tentha of Rus

s ia 's population live In villages. The 
l o g house Is the most truly represen
tat ive habitation* in Russia. 

S u n * a f e w f e e t below the level of 
t*W ground, it faces t h e village street. 
*nren t a th« newly settled agricultural 
communit ies In Siberia—now a land of 
JWhi iae to the Russians—the isolated 
flarofcouse, a mile, perhaps, from 

«. Mightocrs, i s unknown. The farmers' 
fcousea are ajl i n a village facing a 
• ing l e village s treet The houses are 
*©U|h and unpalnted. Even the pros-
g«P0U8 farmer does n o t abandon his 
tag house. Hia door and window 
f r a m e s may be painted in white, or 
*reen, If h e la well-to-do, but that is 
i k e only outward display he makes. 
» h e l o s s that compose the house are 
« w * y s peeled, and generally hewn-
« n d t h e chinks are filled In winter 
With p laster or moss. The street In 
front i s unpaved. and often In spring 
Tory muddy. Behind the house 1B a 
*arden» where flowers and vegetables 
• r e raised in t h e hot Russian sum
mer, wHloh i s very much like the sum- ' 
•aer in New England. 

T'he Hussian housewife Is generally 
l o a d o f flowers, and fills the wlndowB 
« f her dwelling with them. As the 
R u s s i a n house i s always kept warm, 

,-.-• t h e plaints sUfordl in winter & fresh 
and delightful contrast to the white 

fj oold of the snow-covered country and 
t h e iojr village street. , 

*5 The poorer Russian log house has 
b a t o n e room, a s a rule, which eon- , 
ta ins a bed. a bench running half 

;; w a y nwind the room, cupboard and 
•he lves , and by far t h e most impor
tant article o f furniture, a great brick 
i t e m , surmounted by a capacious 
wren. 

The s tove and oven are there no 
matter how meager the other furnish
ings, In t h e long winter the Rus
s ian keeps hia house very warm and 
•11 the year round he uses the oven 
once a week for taking a bath. 

The Russian bath i s familiar In 
principle to all tfae world, s team Is 
i ts base. The Rasslan at home gets 
UP a good fire In his stove on Satur
day, and ge t s Into the oven for his 
weekly steaming. The heat would 
suffooate any other man. but he finds 
it very comforting. When dripping 
and as red a s a lobster, he gets out 
and rubs down with snow, or If he Is 
robust rolls in a snowbank. I 

ThlB process purifies him for Sun- ! 
M y . as he be l ieves he should be very . 
Clean wfcon h e goes to church. Even 
the moat graceless cit izens among 
toe Russians are good churchmen. I 
Tfcey attend to their religious duties 
10 a way that s e t s a n example for | 
•ome of their critics. Many of their 
« » e r £ d a y customs have a religious 
fl«ninoa»ce. The wearing of a beard 
u In strict accordance with the teach-
i n * * «f the church. 

T h e R u i l a n peasant a t home Is not 

2 £ ™ to , t a d T l n K appearances. 
• e s U l l wears h ia red flannel shirt 
•Watte Jhli trousers. There is a pro-
t * ™ » R u s s i a that the man who tucks 
tt aU sfairt c e a s e s to b e honest Be 
™ * * u * W. t h e shirt outside the 

Si?.?-* h ? ? *Iw*Jr8 a What* 
• a W i t sdns o f botla omission and eom-
• « • « * » , notably those o f Ananias. 

The peasant costume la simple. The 
.ttousera. often of cotton, are tucked 
into high bocrts. T h e kaftan, or over-
«m.% is of brown cloth, home made, 
i n winter a sheepskin Jacket Is worn 
tnder It. 

T h e wife o f a peasant wears print 
gowns, a i d s o does hia little girls the 
Utter in summer being innocent of 
Other garment. T h e chubby and rosy-
Cheeked, flaxen-haired children play 
around the farm i n red tunics, ever 
With a pious medal of S t . Vladimir or 
BL Paul around their necks 

Housekeeping among the peasants 
18 s imple , though t h e women are hard 

7 £?'. ° f t e n h e l p ! nS i n the fields 
In addition to doing their housework 

The most Important, domestic arti-' 
«!? a „ H u 8 8 , a n h»™>« 'a the samovar 

-MJeraUy »self-boiler"-in which the 
freat tea drinkers, ana all tea is made 
•m samovars The samovar la a bis 
•rass teasel with * tube down the 

-•enter, in which Hv« ooals are placed 
*> hett irater for making the tea. 

Rttttlan cookery is wholesoms, and 
* i L r S * . ^ ^ J,ll*t*bl6< Beef, pork. 
• « » * * * , f** *"» tu*>l«*> *» ^th 
^ X f e t S l i'™**1™** «re. and is 

^25f ' . 5 ° ^ lt »*» «»ten. The 

St!!*- , GUTB' «p«o>«ny by the 
peasants, in c a U e d "ghchee." it is 
«!:?!/P 0 T nJB o f , C 8 'b b ae e . Parsley and 
•arrets and seasoned with salt and 
* • ? * / / . p < "* People make it with-
mt| the l»ef Another popular soup 
fc bo vs.lt This is made after the 
fallowing re Ipe: "Boil separately a 
H»cfl of beef and some greens, either 
••Inach aorrel or the leaves of beet-
root Rub the freeas through a sieve 
«o<l put then* Into the beef broth! 
WMeh must also k*-ve been previously 
»a»»#d throurh the .aleve. Add pepper 
•ad salt Boi|,*ftd let simmer. Then 
••n some ergs haard, && \%tm , n t 0 

W^Um tot© the' borsch." 

NEW BULLETPROOF CLOTH. 

Wonderful Things Related of 
Italian Invention. " ~ 

The world Is at pr-seni intensely S u p p o s e d t o H a v e B e e n H i d d e n 
interested in a n e w Italian bulh-tproof i . , . J ~ 7 . U C 

cloth, and since the Italian govern
ment is negotiating for its use it l8 

of importance that we see ju»t what 

FLIPPING T H E fOIN. 
^.«s*pc*vr.-. *'>-'wt%$m^ z§itiv\. 

the results are, althuugh it i s m-r.-s-
sary to state that the invention re
mains a secret, and this notwithstand
ing attempts to discover* Its details 
Thus we shall have to deal with a 
general description and with the re
sults of experiments. 

The armor is a sort of felt, the stuff 
being capable of adaptation to any 
form whatever; for example, a breast 

by a Kaffir C h i d t a n . 

SEEN BY C E C I L RHODES. ' 
Many Attempts Made to Recover 

Them, but Indunaa Who Buried 
Them Cannot be Made to Tell. 
Diamonds Filled a Bucket. Were 
Of Finest Color. 

A bucketful of diamonds worth $20 -' 
000.000, and hidden by old Chief Maga-
to, who long years ago ruled the Kaf
fir tribes of Rhodesia, has put all of nlafn with » „ i ' u ' « a B l " r i r i »es or Khodes a, has put all of 

and absolutely guarantees him from Colony and the Transvaa? fn r*P* 
gunshot wounds. The thickness of Town and K i m b e r T e y P r e t o r ^ 
he protector varies from one-six- king, Johannesburg S w a r t z m i n ' - u ' 

rr .:g ; rr i rr ' ? /nch;Ladyam,th *£&^~^ 
»KI„K .f . t h e e f f < i c t s of some men are making UD e i M r f i n „ „ 0 i 
S a n s t L 8 d 6 8 i g r d l ° d e 8 t r ° y - to 8 e a r c h R h o d « « ^ an^fth ^ mys ert 
Agains the armor of seven-sixteenths ohs wilderness lying far north of S i 
of an inch the regular ordnance re- T -«- — - K . . i a r ^ o r t n o f l l»e 
volver with steel covered ball is pow
erless, and also the gun of the 1891 
aerde\Tath«ed W , , b 8 f f i o k e l e 8 8 P ° w - « • « » « » tamed of in that end 
X T . ' K L C n u a , e r o « a experiments of the world but Chief MsaatiianH hi« 
wh ch have been m a d e - i n firing at I bucketful of diamonds 
distance of a«w.roi „„„^„ .v.. . . . , ^ . . . . . """""nua. 

Limpopo river to the Zambesi for 
these diamonds. Newspapers In South 
Africa are full of the excitement 
Nothing else is talked of in that end 

distance of several y a r d s - t h e ball 
whether It be of lead or steel, when 
it strikes the protector Is arrested and 
deformed. In some cases rebounding 
and in othor being almost reduced to a 
Pulp. Thus there Is not only an arrest 
of the ball but deformation as well, and 
in this deformation the force of the ball 
is converted. While there should be 
a high degree of temperature at the 
point touched by the ball, It seems 
that the ball alone feels the effects 
for the protector does not seem to 
be burnt in the slightest. 

These results are not limited to 
ballistic effects, for In the recent ex
periment it was sought to pierce the 
armor with a dagger driven with all 
possible force. The point of the arm 
however, could not penetrate the felt 
and was bent Into a shapeless mass 

Chief Magato is not a myth. Neither 
Is the bucketful of diamonds. Cecil 
Rhodes saw .the big bucket filled to 
the brim with diamonds of the finest 
color and perfect luster. With Cecil 
Rhodes at the time were Sir John 
Wllloughby, Justice Lange and D C 
de Waal. But with all his craftiness I 
Cecil" Rhodes was unable to make a 
bargain with the old chief, who was 
willing to give away his kingdom I 
larger than the state of Texas but ' 
who clung tenaciously to his bucket- ' 
ful of diamonds. 

The story of the now famous meet
ing between Cecil Rhodes and old 
Chief Magato, of Rhodesia, dates back 
to 1890, when Rhodes, accompanied 
by Sir John Wllloughby. Justice Lanee 
and D. C. Waal, M/ L. A., came to 
the Transvaal from the newly-ac-

tJLVtSfb"V° T/r t h a t ** qu,red terr,tory n ™ c a , i e d nSi 
«7^ f l w o u l d b e ^mmunl- i Magato long was the terror nf t i t 
cated to the armor and that this would venturesome ^ o e r pioneers T o set be driven violently backward, result
ing in a disagreeable shock and one 
which at times would be dangerous to 
the wearer. T o demonstrate the In
correctness of this view S-lgnor Bene 
dettl attached his protector to a horse 
and fired upon the animal only six 
feet away with an ordnance revolver 
the ball falling at the feet of the 
horse, while he, freed from his hal
ter, walked away as If nothing had 
happened It Is to be noted that with 
the same revolver a piece of steel had 
been previously pierced The same 
experiment was made with a chlrken 
covered with a breast piece of the 
felt, the cock, after being rid of his 
new shell, quietly pursuing the even 
tenor of his way . -Phl lade lphla Beo-
ord. 

Table Manners In 8iberla 
A traveler In Siberia has the follow

ing to say In regard t o table manners 
which he met with: "In eating yon 
must reach for what is passed during I 
this flrnt stage of a meal. You would 
never suggest to your neighbor on the 
right to pass you the cheese but you 
would rise in your place and. with a 
firm grasp on your knife, reach over 

leave your place and go around the 
table and secure your loot. My Rus
sian naturalist. Alefe, was a fair sam
ple of an educated Russian and he 
turned to me and said: I see you eat 
with a fork.' Tea, ' said I. "and I-see 
that you do not.' 'No, I had a sister 
who studied at an ESngllsh convent In 
Japan for a year or so. Wheu she 
came back she ate with a fork but 
we soon laughed her out of I f The 
end of the Russian knife Is broader 
than the portion next to the handle 
and It is used both a s a knife and at 
a spoon. They complain that the 
American knives do n o t 'hold enough " 
After this It i s not surprising that 

the Russians were highly amused" 
at the author's "use of the toothbrush 
which they consider a peculiarly fem
inine utensil." 

foot in his realm was to court death 
Across Rhodesia his fearless black 
warriors, a living hedge with brist
ling spears, barred the way to the 
Zambesi river. But if Magato was 
fearless, so was Cecil Rhodes. The 
empire builder who had not feared to 
go alone to the heart of Lobengula's 
country and make a treaty with that 
black scourge of the dark continent 
did not hesitate to pay a visit to 
Magato 

1 During the conversation. Magato 
who knew all the great men of South' 
Africa by reputation, and who was 
dazzled by the fame of the great white 
chief from Kimberley, became con- I 
Mdentlnl. and as the story has It ask- ' 
ed Mr Rhodes If be had ever seen ' 
a bucketful of diamonds I 

I Magato thereupon spoke to an Indu- ' 
na. and within a few minutes two • 
natives arrived on the scene carrying ' 
a bucket rilled to the brim with pre
cious stones of the finest color i 

It Is stated that after an Intimation ' 
from Mr. Rhodes as ro the diamonds I 
having been stolen, and the response ' 
of the chief that would require more ' 
than the Transvaal police to recover ' 
them. Mr. Rhodes again carefully re- ' 

?f »».i_ 1 - - — F . . u B e».u<ru mo uiamonas and estimate 
r I c e L r P ° 8 8 l b l e y ° U t b 6 , r V & 1 U e a t f r o m H5.000 000 to J 0 ir place and am nrm.n^ .»._ nnn Ann ' * ' u 

Simple Lifft of the Pope. 
One morning early a friend of mine 

a Venetian nobleman, called on him' 
Mgr. Sarto had said mass and settled 
down to work. His sisters had gone 
out to mass or for the household mar
keting, which they were doing at the 
Rialto on Aug. 4. 1903, the day of won
ders in their simple life. 

"Has the count taken coffee?" asked 
the bishop. 

'•Well, to tell the truth, no. because 
the business w a s urgent, and I have 
came straight from the railway sta
tion," the guest replied. 

No excuse availed, and Mgr. Sarto 
rose and went Into t h e kitchen. So 
the bishop of duoal Mantua and his 
guest might have been seen there talk
ing and laughing, wni l e monsignor 
coaxed the charcoal w i th a black kit
chen fan, the coffee filled in a tin 
pot on the range and the count got 
out cups and saucers in order to save 
Ms distinguished host what menial 
service he could. Then they had coffee 
together at the kitchen table.—Cen
tury. 

Size of Manchuria. 
Manchuria corresponds in latitude 

to Manitoba. North Dakota, Minneso
ta and Nebraska. Its area of 362 310 
square miles Is only 10,000 square 
miles less than the combined area of 
these great grain states. It i s two and 
a half times greater than California 
and is as big a s Texas. Alabama and 
Louisiana combined. I n the northern 
part of the province a r e thousands of 
square miles untouched. Manchuria 
has a possible wheat area as great as 
that of the United States. 

000.000 
The story was noised abroad and 

several private syndicates were after
wards formed to try and obtain the 
diamonds or a portion of them, from 
Magato, but notwithstanding a large 
outlay of money, none of these syn
dicates could get Magato to sell the 
stones, if he had them, which he in
variably denied, or find out what had 
become of them. 

As a matter of fact, the narrative 
Itself began to be regarded aa a myth 
but it was resuscitated when. Just be
fore Magato's death, a large and val
uable diamond was sold by the chief 
himself to a local trader. Renewed 
efforts were then made to get hold of 
the diamonds, but Magato himself de
nied having them or ever having had 
any. There are traders In the Spelon-
ken who have stated more than once 
that though they never saw these dia
monds themselves, they had often 
been told about them by Magato's 
Inclunas. 

So far the theory has merely dem
onstrated the possession of the dia
monds. As to the date of their being 
hidden, of how they were hidden, and 
possibly w h e r e - h e r e is the connec
tion with the hidden treasure which 
has started the various expeditions 
on their earnest searoh. 

Just before his death Magato. who 
hated his nephew, Mpefu, the heir to 
the chieftainship, and who hoped to 
•ee one of his Indunas installed In-
« « d . determined, at any rate, not to 

.?4
T,L 1m any riohM- ^ **«» n« 

felt that h i s death was near he sent 
for four of his indunas, and. address-
tng them solemnly o n their duty and 
loyalty to himself, requested them to 
a i n d e the diamonds into parcels and 
take them far away and bury them in 
some wilderness. This they promised 
to do, and the diamonds having been 
distributed among them, two Indunas 
set out for the Matabeleland and the 
other two trekked toward the Selatl 
In the direction in which the remains 
of the murdered man, Van Niekerk 
were subsequently found. 

The facts leaked out in one way or 
another after Magato's death, and 
there must be many of Magato's peo
ple, as well as a few persons who 
know these details—perhaps even 
there are some traders in Zoutpans-
here to-day who may remember two 
of Magato's indunas going on a spe
cial mission toward the location of 
MajIJi, the mysterious "she king," as 
the Kaffirs termed her. 

Alton brought the automobile to a 
strip at i i i e crt-st of a hill. Below was 
a vi»ta of green fields ami winding 
whin- roads. Keyond. the raKK^l line 
of hills •t.wd out sharply against the 
sky. 

"Isn't it splendid, Dan?" Hatd Alicia, 
with appreciative enthuniusm. "j 
didn't n-ully know thert- were hOuh 
bits of landscape about here." 

Alton settled back comfortably on 
the cushions. Wkh studied delibera
tion he lighted a cigar and puffed 
away several moments before he 
turned to the girl. 

"I thought I'd stop In the pleasant-
est spot 1 knew of," ne explained. 
"We'l l probably stav here for some 
time." 

"Indeed?" she said. 
"We shall stay here until vou de

cide," he affirmed. 
"Decide what?" said she. 

"Decide to answer the question I 
asked you a short time since; the 
one, in fact, I have asked you repeat
edly during the past year." 

Alicia frowned. 

"You develop determination rather 
suddenly," she observed. 

"Exactly," he returned, stolidly. 
"Well," she said, "you may as well 

go on. I'm not ready to answer you 
yet." 

| "Alicia." he said, gravely, "It's not 
fair to treat me In this way. You 
should give me an answer, one way 
or the other." 

"And either answer would be quite 
welcome after th!B patient wait of 
yours," she mocked. 

"Did I say so?" he asked, quickly. 
"It Is evident I'm not worth waiting 

for," she Bald, looking pensively 
across tihe valley. 

"You are worth waiting for for
ever," he declared, stoutly, "but it 
isn't fair to keep me in suspense 
like this. You know as well now aa 
you ever will." 

"There are pros ana cons to be 
weighed thoroughly before I decide," 
she said. "A man always thinks a 
woman can decide offhand a matter of 
the gravest Import. 

Alton's eyes twinkled. 
"Heaven forbid!" he muttered. 
Alicia flashed him an angry glance. 
"We may as well be going," she" 

said with some constraint. "It's 
growing late." 

"I haven't my answer yet," Alton 
reminded her 

"If >ou Intend lo wait for that, I'll 
walk home," s-he said 

Alton sat erwt and knocked the ' 
ashes from his cigar He drew a pen- ' 

| n> from his p.x-ket ami laid it on hia 
• knee with exaggerated care. i 
| "I've a proposition to make." he ' 
I said slowly "it seems that you have I 

no Intention of definitely aettling this 
matter. Therefore, suppose we let 
Fate decide it with the turn of this 
coin. If It come* 'heads.' you'll marry 
me In June. If 'tails.' I'll l P a ve the ' 
field to other suitors. Is It agreed?" 

The girl turned her eyes and gazed 
at him silently. Th*-re was unutter
able scorn in that look. 

"We'd better go back," she said 
icily. 

Alton turned the automobile and 
they Hped homewards over the hard 
white roads. Alicia sat silently be
side hlru Her head was turned away, 
but he could see the angry color In 
her cheek. 

Instead of being crushed, as It was 
meant he should have been, he seemed 
vastly aanused. For some time he 
mads no attempt to resume conver
sation. 

"Alicia," he said at length, "have I 
blundered again? Are you angry?" 

"I didn't think you were capable of 
suoh a thing," she said wrathfully. 
"You have said my answer meant 
everything in the world to you; but 
how much do you care if you are will
ing to leave it to the turn of a coin?" 

"Everything," he said Imperturba-
bly. 

"You can't, or you'd never have 
suggested such a hazard," she de
clared. 

"I was desperate," he said with be
coming meekness. 

"Perhaps we'd best say nothing 
more about it," she said. 

"And, with all this, I haven't my 
answer." he complained. 

Alicia's face was calmly disdainful. 
"Dan," she said, "It seems to me you 

might guess, after what has happened. 
what my answer will be. If you 
were willing to leave It all to 
chance—" 

"Chance?" he oried. 
"Certainly," she cried, "the chance 

of a coin's turn." 
Alton threw back his head and 

laughed heartily. Alicia watohed him 
in amazement Then his face became 
grave. 

^ "Pardon, Alicia," h e apologized, 
"but those remarks about chance are 
amusing. Did you Imatfn* for a min
ute that I would trust to the torn of 
e n ordinary penny?" 

He drew the penny again from hit 
pocket and laid i t in h e r hand. 

"It wasn't coined at a mint," h e ex
plained. "Kindly examine i t carefully 
and tell m e what you Had." 

Alicia bent over the penny. 
"Why it's—it's 'heads' ©n both sides, 

Dan," ahe said. 
^ "That's the chance I took," he said. 
"Shall we leave i t to t h e coin now?" 

Alicia was looking across the fields. 
"If—if you like, Dan,** ahe said. 

CARING FOR PARROTS, 

Expert Tells of Best Food and Con-
ditions for the Bird. 

Women v.u<> art- fond ui parrots for 
pets should U-ar in miud the tact that 
to keep them well, birds from tropi 
cal couniru-n muht be pr^t.-c-.-.l trous 
drafts and sudd, n chang. .-, ..f t-mj^r-
ature. and under no t .;,.,..;.,-., . ( ,n 
should they i„. i t r l o u t U V f . r U i f a i l l j 
even in biimmer. 

Miss Virginia Pope, who for twenty 
years has made a s-tudy of birds, their 
care and treatment, says that tlu-re 
is greater mortality among parrots 
for this reason than any other. 

Women, who through carelessness 
or thoughtlessness, have left their 
pets hanging out in the dew over 
night, have found to their sorrow that 
if their birds were not dead by morn
ing they were down with bronchial 
pneumonia, a disease that they are 
subject to. 

There are certain do's and dont's 
which Miss Pope suggests, which, If 
followed, will go a long way to keep a 
bird of this sort in good health and 
plumage. 

Much care should be exercised in 
their feeling and a most important 
rule to follow is to give the bird plen
ty of water. 

This is entirely contrary to the ad
vice of many bird fanciers, but Miss 
Pope, by personal experience, h a s 
found that it is most necessary. There 
should be one cup for seed and anoth
er for water, the latter to be changed 
twice a day. Some persons there are 
who will say that the bird will die if 
given water, but Miss Pope says that 
they will die without it. 

Crackers which have been dipped 
and moistened well in condensed milk 
should be given them every morning 

Condensed milk has been found t o 
be better than sweet milk for the 
reason that it is less likely to turn 
sour, and to affect the digestive or
gans. 

The milk should be thinned with 
hot water first, about one-half tea-
spoonful of water to one-half cup of 
milk. Toasted bread or swiebach can 
be substituted for crackers If de
sired. 

The seed cup should contain sun
flower seed mixed with hemp, about 
one-rourth of the hemp to three-
fourths of the sunflower. 

Parrots will not take a bath. At 
least It is said that not one in a hun
dred will of its own accord. 

This is a natural characteristic, a s 
In their own warm countries the 
heavy dews at night serve the pur
pose But as some sort of bath i s 
necessary It is best to spray them 
twice a week with an atomizer. 

A spray bath is not disagreeable to 
the bird, on the contrary, they appear 
very grateful and will spread their 
wings and show every evidence of en
joyment during the process 

""tf"'"7 

LAV OF THE PHARISE* . 

Ignoble beasts, as asses , swine 
And bears uncouth and vulgar dogs, 

Are some acquaintances of mine, 
And some are wretched demagogues 

Frauds, bullied, braggarts, too, I know 
Th«.r glaring faults I plainly see— 

And some of them are nowise s low 
To say what they consider me. 

Poltroons and quacks and gluttons 1 
Regret to say I daily meet, 

And those who steal and those who He 
And thosie who lose no chance to 

cheat. 
And boors and coxcombs—I condemn 

Their vicious ways in language free. 
T

a v e m y o w n strong views of them— 
They've their opinions, too, of me. 

Fanatics, fakers, cads and fools 
Rank upstarts, misers, bigots,' sots 

Corruptionists and venal tools 
And such as hatch infernal plots 

Then idlers, slovens, bneaks and rakes 
And prigs—and many more there 

be. 
To recognize them all it takes 

A flawless character like me . 

Guilty But Hurt. 
I was governor of my stats for two 

terms." said a well-known western 
politician, " and I made up my mind 
as soon as I was sworn in the first 
time to right any wrong I might find 
in the two state prisons. I had some
how got the idea that many innocent 
men were Bent there." 

"And did you find it so," was asked. 
' I did. There were over a thousand 

convicts in all, and I investigated 350 
cases before I stopped. According to 
his own story, every one was an inno-
cent man and the victim of injustice. 
There was one exception. He had 
been sent to prison for stealing a cow 
and he Jied to me for a long time At 
length, one day after I had grone over 
the case with him for the fifths time 
and showed him that he must be anili
ty, he said: 

"It's no use to try to deceive you, 
governor. I l l admit that I did the 
stealing, but what hurts my feelinga 
i s the mistake they made. It wasn't a 
cow at all, but a blamed old jackass, 
and the jury convicted me because it 
was sworn to that he gave twelve, 
quarts of milk a day." 

WELL EQUIPPED. 

j The Curse of Flannels. 
| At the age of 6 I found myself—in-
fe l lx ' - removed to a town possessing 
a bleak climate and many woolen man. 
ufactories. It was the custom of the 

, house mothers to buy flannel by the 
piece, direct from the factory red 
flannel, hot, thick, felled like a' Lap
lander, and the invention of Lucifer 
Out of this flannel was cut a garment 
a continuous all embracing garment 
of neuter genter In which every child 
In that town might have been observ
ed flaming Mephlstophellan like after 
the morning bath. A pattern was glv. 
en to our mother. The hair shirt—I 
laugh when I read! By definition the 
hair shirt must have possessed geo
graphical limits of attack, but my 
flannels left no pore untlckled untor-
tured; they heated the flesh until scar
let fever paled into a mere pleasantry 
and they soured the milk of amiability 

, within me forever. The rotation of 
the autumn, when the happy fowls and 

j foliage alike moulted, shed the super-
I fluous, when bracing October se t the 
. body In a glow, I alone of living things 
must be done up In flannel! 

And spring, that season of vernal 
] bourgeoning, was the time when I. too 
like any other seedkin, slipped free of 
all stuffy incasings. and could sprout 
and spring in air and sun, clad in 
blessed muslin. I shall never forget 
the corroding bitterness induced by 
flannels. At times they absolutely re
duced me to fisticuffs with my relig
ion, so that filial piety, the ordaining 
of the seasons, and the very catechism 
itself, hung in the balance of the con
flict. I believe I can hardly overesti
mate the spiritual detriment done me 
by my flannels—Atlantic Monthly 

Askem—"How do you manage to 
make your opera succeed with only 
eight in the chorus''" 

Manager- - I 've got twelve bill post
ers." 

Montana Coroner's Verdict 
"Gentlemen.' Raid the Montana cor

oner, "this is a case where the dece
dent lying before you was mistaken 
In his man. He sets out to look for 
Steve Brady and fill him with lead, 
but, comes across Sam Andrews in
stead and stops to ask him what he'll 
take for the oayuse he is riding. Sam 
sets a price and they get Into g row 
and Bill Harper is shot dead. 

"There is no question in m y m i n i 
that had Bill found Steve h e wouH 
have plunked him and there is no 
question but h e was found by Sam and 
got plunked himself, but out of in
spect for the statoots made and pur-
vlded It Is my duty to Inform you that 
a verdict of rush of blood to the head 
will be perfectly satisfactory t o all In
terested parties." 

Newly Discovered Facts. 
A good deal of secrecy has been ob

served as to just what of scientific val
ue was learned by the recent voyage 
of the British ship Discovery into the 
antarctic regions. The geographical 
results of the exploration aro well 
known but the scientific results will 
take a long time to work out. It is 
said, however, that a secret has been 
brought back which will shake the 
foundations of many a scientific be
lief. Certain fossils have been found 
which prove beyond doubt that once 
—no one yet can tell how long ago— 
mammals, and perhaps even men, liv
ed upon the land where now are utter 
desolation and life-destroying ice and 
snow. These treasures were packed 
into tin boxes and brought to London 
under special escort to the British 
museum, where they will await in
quiry by specialists. In speaking of 
the matter Sir Clements Markham was 
most guarded. Still, he admitted that 
the fossils must in any case mean 
much. They may upset all the theories 
as to the polar system and t h e geo-
grapical origin and age of the world. 

Too Extravagant. 
"It has come to my ears, gem'lea ot 

dis Lime Kiln club, dat six different 
membes hev dun gone and rented 
locked boxes at de postofflce. I don't 
menshun any names, but I want it 
understood dat I frown upon any s ich 
piece of extravagance. 

"Last Sunday I saw sartln members 
of dis club ridin' out wid livery r igs ! 
I don't call any names, but I know 
dat dose men don't a i m ober $8 a 
week at de best. Dar dey was. whoop-
In' around and puttin' on style when 
dey could no more afford it dan I kin 
afford to whitewash de capitol at 
Washington for de sum of 15 cents an' 
board myself." 

Not a Good Officer. 
The officer had rolled the hobo ove? 

in the street. 
"You are a good officer," commend

ed the roundsman. 
"I don't think so," replied the offi

cer, as h e seated himself on t h e prw» 
trate hobo. 

"Why not?" 
"I am on the bum." 

Silence may be golden, but a lot of 
talk savors of brass. 

A horse usually acts up when you 
are trying to sell him. 

A man who worries about the short
comings of others needs watobing. 

A good many tram* of thought i n 
unable to get off the adAe-tfeol. 

Eating Reptiles and Insects. 
In Arizona Indian children m a y be 

seen catching ants and eating them 
and in Mexico the honey ant is eager
ly sought after by the natives, who 
eat the well-rounded, currant-like ab
domen. In South America the large 
lizard, the iguano, is a delicacy, not 
to speak of the larger snakes, which 
in taste are like chicken. The ordi
nary rattlesnake, it is said, is very 
good eating if one can overcome the 
inborn prejudice. 

Back Numbers. 
I Elsie—What a ridiculous child l i s 

is. He said h e was going to visit h i s 
great-gran'pa. 

Mamma—And is that ridiculous 
dear? 

Elsie—Of course. Great-gran'pas 
are always dead.—Philadelphia Press . 

"Do you see anything ridiculous in 
my wig?" said a judge to the wel l , 
known Irish barrister, John Ourran. 
"Nothing but the head," flew badk t h e 
retort. 
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Rather Doubtful. 
"If I could only win you," he said, 

"we would soon be one." 
"And if we were both won." she 

queried, 'irhteh weald ^~" w / * "*^ 
nerr W * 
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