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1 he first Sunday in the new year in 

the early stage of the new century af­

fords an appropriate occasion for re­

viewing the history and progress of the 

Catholic religion in the I 'ntted States 

during the nineteenth century A retro­

spect of the Church in America would 

IK- manifestly incomplete if the name 

i'f the illustrious \rchbishop Carroll 

were omitted John Carroll was ap­

pointed first Kishop of Baltimore by 

1'iipe 1'uis \" l l in an apostolic brief 

dated \ i i \enil ier . 17&). The See of 

Baltimore then embraced the whole 

I 'nited States He was consecrated 

\tignst 15. 1780, in the chapel attached 

tn Lulworth Castle, in Dorsetshire, 

England, the elegant home of Thomas 

Welti, a representative of an old and 

distinguished Catholic Family Mr 

Weld had the honor of entertaining 

more than once King George III of 

Ingl-oid. and the friendship of the 

sovereign secured for his host religious 

mncessmns winch were denied to the 

other Catholic gentry and nobility in 

those days of persecution 

I he consecrating Hishop was Dr 

Walmsley. Vicar Apostolic of the Lon­

don district This prelate was not only 

a learned churchman, but also a scien­

tist of marked distinction When Eng­

land had determined in 1750 to adopt 

1 lie ( iregorian calendar, Hishop Walm-

S'I-V was associated with other scientific 

linn 111 arranging the calendar and 

adapting it to the British realm One 

!•! the acolytes that served at the altar 

i'ii the day of consecration was the son 

• l Mr Welti, and this youth afterward 

IIII.OIH i distinguished Cardinal of the 

II \ Koin.iii ( liuri li I he sermon on 
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Hvi.itil tin sell 1 lion of Bishop Carroll 

.1- a most providential event for the 

w el far i- ol the \111rrn .111 ("hiirth If a 

|Ti late of narrow 1 m i >. a 111.01 not 111 

-vinp.ithv and li.tniU'iiv with the young 

republic, had been chosen, the progress 

of religion wmild have been seriously 

impeded It 1. true that the constitu 

tinii has dei Ian d that none should be 

molested ••" account of religion nor 111 

the Catholic5 population a* ai^egt, r©» 
aiding c h i c % in Maryland, Peiutsyl-1 

vanta and N e w York. The United 
States did not then include the Ter r i ­
tory of Louisiana, which contained 9, 
few scattering Catholics, chiefly of a 
French descent. 

At the present time, a century from 
the day of Bishop Carroll, the Catholic 
Church in the United States comprises 
a hierarchy of nearly too bishops, 12,-
500 priests and a Catholic population 
numbering from 1.2,000,000 to 14,000,00a 
If we include our Philippine and Porto 
Rican possessions, the number of Catho-
lics under the aegis of the American flag 
will amount to fully .20,000,000. 

Let us now consider to what provi­
dential agencies we are to ascribe this 
marvellous growth Apart from natural 
increase and from conversions, we are 
indebted to the tide of i numeration 
which has been steadily flowing to the 
shores of America. The first country 
to which this State owes a debt of 
gratitude for the faith is England; for 
Maryland, the mother State of the 
I 'n i ted States, was founded by English 
Catholics. Leonard Calvert, the brother 
of Lord Baltimore, together with a 
colony of English Catholic gentlemen 
and their families, sailed from Cowes 
in the Isle of Wight, in the Ark and 
the Dove, and landed on the banks of 
the Potomac in 1634 This colony was 
the first to establish on American soil 
the blessing of civil and religious lib­
erty In the mother country the colon­
ists had drunk deeply the bitter waters 
of persecution, and now, when they en­
joyed the luxury of freedom, instead of 
hav mg recourse to measures of retalia­
tion or of restricting this precious boon 
to themselves, they determined to share 
it with others. While the Puri tans of 
N'ew England persecuted other Chris­
tians, while the Episcopalians of Vir­
ginia proscribed Puritans, Catholic 
Maryland gave freedom and hospitality 
to Puritans and Kpiscopalians alike 

In the words of Bancroft: "The 
foundation of this colony of Maryland 
was peacefully and happily laid. With­
in s i \ months it hud advanced more 
than Virginia had in as many years 
But tai nore memorable was the char­
acter ol the Maryland institutions. 
Kvery other country in the world had 
persecuting laws, but through the be-
•i^ii administration of the government 
.1 tin |no\ mi <•. no person professing to 

' • • ' i t i i in J i sus Chnst was permitted 
t" be mob sted on a t ionnt of religion. 
I ii'lt r the munificence and superintend 
mg mildness ..1 l o rd Baltimore a dreary 

'i mess was soon <|iiukened with 
-warming lilt and .utivity of prosper 
otis settlements I he Roman Catholic 
who w,i, oppressed b) the laws of 

I iigland iv as sure to find a peaceful _ _ _ ^ ^ m m m m m 
asylum 111 the tpnet harbors of the 

1 hesapeakt. and there, too. Protestants B e n j a m i n H u t c h i n g S 
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iv ere sheltered from Protestant intoler 
.one Such were the beautiful auspices 
under which Mar) land started into be 
mg Its history is the history of 

rgv and Uit>. and , b«-in vi .lencc. gratitude and toleration, 
t her institutions of >* " " vvill all. 1 am sure, agree with 

me (bat no eountry in Kurope has con 
trihuted more efficiently to the estah-
'ishment and growth of the Catholic re 
hgion among us than faithful Ireland 
Whatever may have been the unhappy 
i.utses which have led to the expatria­
tion of su many of Ireland's sons and 
daughters from their native soil, Al­
mighty liod has made their exile sub­
servient to higher and holier purposes. 

I can safely affirm that there is scarcely 3 5 ^ 3 7 G A R D E N S T * . 
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" " H i ' ' M.ii I 'Hi n t - w ' m i d l i . iw 
li i lilt- l i . i t 1 ii I !• • -ti m t in I n | e 
'.it i • T > i m l i i i m i l l — t lu-s i e i i . n ' t r i i e n l s 
u i ti \ i n . I n . id I i n . ] n - t i t i e d l i \ | b e p a 
i ' i , .pi i \ .nu | i ! i of t in i t in I r u l e r of 
t'i , \ i u r r i' u i ( Inn i ti 

b 'lill < .i r r • .11 u a- lilt m.ill t' >! the 
. ., •• .II \ \ . u . i . .i|'pl i I" bun tin 

n. I-'- • ... k> ii • i I- lin T'i Baptist 
l i n n w .. - , 1'i.in -i ni from ' n ••! whose 

ILIUM w.i ' . l in ll, . imi !• i a witness 

!•• In ,ir u i r i o - . u t'.i I mill lli was 
i "i ill 1 -tir'uij.' | iut \ mil i li'i»fhtened 
7i,il I lu si- i>ift- i-ndeared bun to the 
faithful lie w a- a in.ni of • , ,11-11111 
in.1I1 1,ni ..| • • 'iirti 1.11 - .i.iriiur- and un­
failing eh.nitv lit rii]o_ved intimate 
nl.itii.11- v\ 1111 In- lellow towilsni.ltl 111 
tin various walks of i 1 ft- without dis­
tinction of creed He was deeply eon 
eernccl 111 civil as well as m religious 
affairs He was the prime mover, if not 
the actual founder, of the Maryland His 
anneal Society, of Baltimore, which still 
exists among 11s. and one of his clergy 
was for some time its librarian This 
interest which he took in social and 
literary improvements rendered him 
very popular with his fellow citizens 

I \bove all. he was a sturdy patriot 
and lahored indefatigably for the stir-
cess nf \merican independence In 
1776 he accompanied Benjamin Frank­
lin, Samuel Chase and Charles Carroll, 
of Carrolltoii. to Canada, on their mis­
sion to secure the co-operation of those 
colonies in the cause of independence 
He was thoroughly in touch with the 
-pirit of our institutions, and by these 
loyal sentiments he won the friendship 
of the first chief magistrate, the im­
mortal Washington. 

A shor t time before his consecra­
tion T>r. Carroll addressed a letter to 
the Cardinal Prefect of the Propa­
ganda, in which he reviewed the con­
dition of religion in the new republic. 
He s ta ted that the Catholic clergy 
numbered twenty-five, and be estimated 
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Mates where the Catholic religion has 
'•< I ' on peached an I sustained b y ' 
pii ts ts and laymen of Irish birth or 
• \tr.it tioti \ n d the Irish niissmnan 
•pint 1-, pt ibaps, -till more market! in 
\1istral1a and through the vast extent 
t the British possession.. Ireland ha« 

In e l l t h e a p o s t l e o f the n a t i o n s 

I bi ( loir, b m V111 ri a is al-o iu 
dt lited tin her piogres. and devel .pmeni 
'•• lb. ' atboln immigrants from tier 
iii.inv. Bohemia. I' .'and and other p i r t s 

t Northern l u r o p e 1 hese colonists 
nave inherited the national traits of 
1I11 u warbke ancestors who. 111 the fifth 
and sixth centum s. came down from 
the North and invaded Southern hu-

T h e r e is another country across the 
Atlantic which deserves an honarable 
mention a country whose sons are 
the pioneers of religion on American 
soil For three centuries after the dis­
covery of our continent, heroic mis­
sionaries, from Catholic France were 
laboring in evangelizing and civilizing 
the aboriginal tribes of North America. 
1 hey explored our lakes, our rivers and 
mountains, carrying the torch of faith 
in one hand, the torch of science in the 
other, and they forwarded to the mother 
country eharts of this continent which, 
even at this day, are regarded as 
marvels of topographical accuracy. 

And thus we see that as every nation 
• if Kurope contributed a block of marble 
to the Washington Monument in the 
capital, so have the various countries 
nf that continent contributed a column 
to the edifice of the Catholic Church in 
America. And as these marble slabs 
of the monument are chastened and 
whitened by time and the action of the 
climate so that they appear as if cut 
from the same quarry, in like manner 
the various nations congregated in this 
country, and assimilated into one 
homogeneous mass by religious training 
and social intercourse so as to form 
but one body in Christ 
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