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CHAPTER XVII 

THE FIBST FLOWER. 

walk about the 
without fear, as 

"But you can 
streets ireely, and 
well ae if you saw." 

"How do you know that?" 
' 'I have seen yc u. Do you remem

ber very early one morning in the 
autumn leading a poor lame man 
along the Vicus Patricias?" 

She blushed and remained silent. 
Could he have seen her put into the 
poor old man'B puree her own share 
of the alms? 

"You have owned yourself a Chris 
tian? he asked negligently. 

"Oh yes! how could I deny it?" 
"Then that meeting was a Chris

tian meeting?" 
"Certainly; what else could it be?" 
He wanted no more; his suspicions 

were verified. Agnes, about whom 
Tonjuatus had been able or willing to 
tell him nothing, was certainly a 
Christian. His game was made. 8he 
must yield, or he would be avenged. 

After a pause, looking at her stead
fastly, he said, "Do you know whither 
you are going?" 

"Before the judge of earth, I sup
pose, who will send me to my SpouBe 
in heaven." 

"And BO calmly?" he asked in sur
prise; for he could see no token from 
the soul to the countenance, but a 
smile. 

"So joyfully rather,"was her brief 
reply. 

Having got all that he desired, he 
consigned his prisoner to CorvinuB at 
the gates of the Aemilian basilica,and 
left her to her fate. It had been a 
cold and drizzling day, like the pre
ceding evening. The weather, and 
the incident of the night, had kept 
down all enthusiasm; and while the 
Prefect had been compelled to set in
doors, where no great crowd could 
collect, as hours had passed away 
without any arrest, trial, or tidings, 
most of the curious had left, and only 
a few remained.past the hour of after 
noon recreation in the public gardens. 
But juBt before the captive arrived, a 
fresh knot of spectators came in, and 
Btood near one of the side doors, from 
which they could see all. 

As CorvinuB had prepared his father 
for what he was to expect, Tertullus, 
moved with some compassion, and 
imagining there could be little difficul
ty in overcoming the obstinacy of a 
poor,ignorant, blind beggar,requested 
the spectators to remain perfectly 
atill, that he might try his persuasion 
on her, alone, as she would imagine, 
with him; and he threatened heavy 
penalties on any one who should pre
sume to break the silence. 

" I t was as he had calculated. 
Caecilia knew not that any one else 
was there, as the Prefect thus kindly 
addressed her— 

"What is thy name, child?" 
"Caecilia " 
" I t iB a noble name; hast thou it 

from thy family?" 
"No; I am not noble; except b e 

cause my parents, though poor, died 
for Christ. As I am blind, those 
who took care of me called me Caeca, 
and then, out of kindness, softened i t 
into Caecilia." 

"But now, give up all this folly of 
the Christians, who have kept thee 
only poor and blind. Hononr the 
decrees of the divine emperors, and 
ofier sacrifice to the gods, and thou 
shalt have riches, and fine clothes,and 
the best physicians shall try to restore 
thee thy sight." 

"You must have better motives to 
propose,to rae than these;for the very 
things for which I most thank God 
and His Divine Son, are those which 
you would have me put away.' ' 

"How dost thou mean?" 
' ' I thank God that I am poor and 

meanly clad, and fare not daintily; 
because by all these things I am the 
more like Jesus Christ, my only 
Spouse." 

"Foolish girl!" interrupted the 
j judge, losing patience a little; "hast 

thou learnt all these silly delusions 
already? at least thou canst not thank 
thy God that He has made thee 
sightless." 

"For that, more than all the rest, I 
thank Him daily and hourly with all 
my heart." 

"How so? dost thou think it a 
blessing never to have seen the face of 

a human being, or the snn, or the 
earth? What strange fancies are 
t ime?" 

"They are not BO, most noble sir. 
For in the midst of what yon call 
I darkness, I see a spot of what I must 
call light, it contrasts so strongly 
with all around. It is to me what 
the BOB U to you, which I know to be 
local from the varying direction of its 
rays. And this object looks upon me 
as with a countenance of inteoeest 
beauty, aDd smiles upon me ever.And 
I know it to be that of Him whom I 
love with undivided affection. I would 
sot for the world have its splendour 
dimmed by a brighter sun, nor its 
wondrous loveliness confounded with 
the diversities of others' features, nor 
my gaze on it drawn aside by earthly 
visions. I love Him too much, not 
to wish to see Him always alone." 

'Come, come 

stretched forth hia hand t o hex robe 
to withdraw it for the torture; hut he 
drewback, and,turning to the Prefect, 
exclaimed in Boftened accents, " I t is 
too late. She is dead!" 

fTo be continued .3 

WASHIKGrTONLETTER 
EARLY PRINTING AND 

* NAL1SM. 
JOUR-

Ca&holics in Mexico and Pent Lead 
the American Colonists By 

100 Years. 
[Special to The Journal] 

The introduction and extension of 
book printing and journalism from an 
interesting chapter in the history of 
the early colonial life in America. To 

let me have no more | go into details would be tiresome, ex 

ed in 1616, Th*fwtfeho*ev«th*t l 
the jurat religion paper published in 
the United States was the Propagateu* 
Cafcholiqoe, established in New Or 
leans of 1810. The Courrierde Boston 
established in 1789, although not a 
stnotly religious paper, was edited by 
a Oatholic,and contained such Catho-
™ n*w*L i t e m 8 *• were then available. 
° / T* U 0 t e 8 f c a n t P*PW 8 thereanpea> 
ed the Watchman and Beaeotor, a 
Baptist paper, in 1819j The Zion's 
Herald, Methodist, in 1818; and The 
Christian Register, Unitarian, in 1821. 
The Tablet, the first Oatholio paper in 
the English language, followed these 
some years later, being published in 
New York. In 1880 there were over 
500 religious papers in the United 
States. They were distributed among 
the principal denominations as follows. 
Denomination. Papers, Circulation. 
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of this silly prattle.Obey the emperors 
a t once, or I must t ry what a little 
pain will do. That will soon tame 
thee" 

"Pain?'' she echoed innocently. 
"Yes, pain. HaBt thou never felt 

it? has thou never been hurt by any 
one in thy life?" 

"Oh no! Christians never hurt one 
another." 

Tbe rack was standing, as usual, 
before him; and he made a sign to 
Catulus to place her upon it. The 
executioner pushed her back on it by 
her arms; and as she made no resist
ance, she was easily laid extended on 
its wooden couch. The loops of the 
ever-ready ropes were in a moment 
paBBed round her ankles, and arms 
drawn over the head. The poor eight
i e s girl saw not who did all this; she 
knew not but it might be the same 
person who had been conversing with 
her. If there had been silence hitherto, 
men now held their very breath -while 
Oaecilia'fl lips moved in earneet prayer. 

"Once more, btfore proceeding 
further, I call on thee to sacrifice to 
the gods, and escape cruel torments," 
said the judge, with a sterner voice. 

"Neither torments nor death, "firm
ly replied the victim tied to the altar, 
"shall separate me from the love of 
Christ. I can offer up no sacrifice 
but to the one living God; and its 
ready oblation is myself." 

The Prefect made a signal to the 
executioner, and he gave one rapid 
whirl to the two wheels of the rack, 
round the windlasses of which the 
ropeB were wound; and the limbs of 
the maiden were stretched with a sud
den jerk, which, though not enough to 
wrench them from their sockets, as a 
further turn would have done,sufficed 
to inflict an excruciating, or more 
truly, a racking pain, through all her 
frame. Far more grievous was this, 
from the preparation and the cause of 
it being unseen, and from that addi
tional suffering which darkness in
flicts. A quivering of her features, 
and a sudden paleness, alone gave 
evidence of her torture. 

"Ha! ha!" the judge exclaimed, 
"thou teelest that?Come,let it suffice, 
obey, and thou shalt be freed." 

She seemed to take no heard of his 
words, but gave vent to prayer: " I 
thank Thee, 0 Lord Jesus Christ, 
that Thou hast made me Buffer pain 
the first time for Thy Bake. I have 
loved Thee in peace; I have loved] 
Thee in comfort; I have love Thee in 
joyjand now in pain I love Thee still 
more. How much sweeter it is to be 
like Thee, stretched upon Thy Cross 
even than resting upon the hard 
couch a t the poor man's table 1 " 

"Thou triflest with me, "exclaimed 
the judge, thoroughly vexed, "and 
makest light of my lenity. We will 
t ry something stronger. Here,Catulus, 
apply a lighted torch to her sides." 

A thrill of disgust and horror ran 
through the assembly, which could 
not help sympathising with the poor 
blind creature. A murmur of sup
pressed indignation broke out from 
all sides of the hall. 

Caecilia, for the first time, learnt 
that Bhe was in the midst of a crowd. 
A crimson glow of modesty rushed 
into her brow, her face,and neck,jnst 
before white as marble. The angry 
judge checked the rising gush of 
feeling; and listened in silence, as she 
spoke again, with warmer earnestness 
than before— 

" 0 my dear Lord and Spouse! I 
have been ever true and faithful to 
Thee! Let me suflter pain and torture 
for Theejbut spare me confusion from 
human eyes. Let me come to Thee 
at|once; not covering my face with 
my hands in shame, when I stand be
fore Thee." 

Another muttering of compassion 
was heard. 

"Catulus!" shouted the baffled 
judge,in fury; "do your duty,sirrah! 
what are you about, fumbling all day 
with that torch?" 

The executioner advanced, and 

cept to a few; I shall therefor content 
myself with giving on outline of the 
development of this art. 

The earliest record on the continent 
of America of the establishment of 
printing is found in the year 1532, 
when the Spanish viceroy, D. Antonio 
de Mendiza, carried printing to Mex
ico. Juan Pablos was the first printer, 
and the first book published was writ
ten by John ClimacuB and was entitl
ed "Spiritual Ladder to Ascend to 
Heaven ' ' Rapid progress was made 
after this first effort, and ninety-three 
books were printed in Mexico prior 
to and including the year lliOO, and 
seven books in Peru before 160O. The 
first newspaper published in the New 
World was the Gazetta de Mexico. I t 
is known that it existed as early as 
1650, but the year of its establish
ment is not indicated. 

While printing seemed to eDJoy 
comparative prosperity in Spanish 
America it had up-hill 'work in the 
KngliBh colonies. Although there 
was considerable culture and learning 
among the early settle™ of Virginia, 
the feasibility of doing their own 
printing does not appear to have 
occurred to anyone in the colony un
til 1681, seventy-four years after the 
first settlement was made. Home ex
planation of the delay clearly lies in 
the celebrated declaration of Sir Wil
liam Berkley, governor of the colony, 
in his answer to the inquiries of the 
Committee for thecoloniesin 1671; 

" I thank God we have not free 
schools nor printing, and I hope we 
shall not have these hundred years,for 
learning has brought disobedience 
and heresy and Beets into the world 
and printing has devulged them, and 
libels against the government. God 
keep us from both." 

When the first printing press was 
introduced into Virginia in 1681,— 
fifty yearB after the founding of Har 
vard University and the establishment 
of the first printing press in the 
younger colony of Massachusetts,—its 
proprietor, one John Buckner, was 
promptly called before the governor 
and council, and ordered to enter into 
bond "not to print anything until his 
majesty's pleasure shall be known." 
This amounted to a suppresion of the 
press. -

The progress in the art of printing 
was greatly retarded by otherdirBcul-
ties than above. All the printers' 
material was for years imported from 
England. The first paper mill was 
not established until 1690 by William 
Rittenhouse at Germantown, Pa. j 
Rags, the principal substance, were 
scarce, and difficult to collect and 
transport. Still, 80 years after, there 
were 40 paper mills in New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, and Delaware. The 
first type foundry was established in 
Boston in 1772, and the first attempt 
at manufacturing printing presses was 
made in 1750, although the manufac
ture of presses as a regular business 
was not undertaken until the eve of 
the revolutionary war. The firBt change 
from wooden to iron presses was made 
in 1817 by George Clymer of Phila
delphia, the inventor of the Columbian 
press. 

The first English newspaper printed 
in America was issued from a Boston 
press in 1690. It is a significant 
commentary upon the subsequent rank 
growth of periodical literature in tbe 
United States that this pioneer paper 
was immediately suppressed by the 
authorities of Massachusetts. I t was 
entitled "Publick Occurrences, Both 
Foreign and Domestick" and, for the 
reasons named, never reached the 
dignity of a second number. The 
first permament English paper estab-

Methodist 
Oatholio 
Baptist 
Presbyterian 
Episcopalian 
Evangelical 
Lutheran 

75 . 
70 
68 
42 
33 
27 
22 

375,000 
450,000 
292,000 
201,000 

90,000 
260,000 

77,000 
E.L.Scharf.Ph.D. 

Five Minute Sermon 
Signs Foretelling the Dest-rueUert of 

Uw World. 

The Church at the begining of Ad
vent directs our attention to this Gos
pel to remind us of that general judg
ment which Christ will pronounce on 
the last day for three motives refer* 
able to that judgment. 

The first motive is to remind us 
how Jesus Christ will one day descend 
on earth in awful majesty to demand 
account of the use we have made of 
His graces and gifts, and to judge us 
according to our actions. 

The second motive is to incite UB 
by a wholesome fear to prepare our
selves to receive Jesus Christ with 
love at His first coming, and forsake 
sin and obey His holy law, BO that at 
His second coming we may appear 
with confidence, well prepared.at His 
tribunal. And the last motive is to 
impress deeply on our minds the 
thought of the last judgment, for to 
avoid sin and and exoite ourselves to 
penance it is enough to know that one 
day all our actions will be judged. It 
is to make this thought of the last 
judgment useful and efficacious that 
the church, with maternal solicitude, 
recalls it to onr minds at the begin
ning and end of the eoolesiaBtical 
year,and frequently during the course 
of the year. 

W e should meditate on tbe coming 
of Christ, the Judge, in order to pre* 
pare ourselves to commemorate the 
day when He came as the Saviour. 
We should often pray to the Child 
Jesus to be reborn and grow in onr 
hearts with His holy grace. We should 
prepare in our hearts the way for 
Him by works of penance and piety, 
and above all by the use of the holy 
sacraments. 

»aJJy Pre** Report Extravagant an* 
Incorrect. 

Rev. Thomas F. Hickey, V, &* 
has made the following statement 
regarding? the report that the late 
Monsknor De Eegge left an es
tate of $330,000 to a sister % Bel 
glum: 

1 beg to call your attention to 
article whleh appeared this weels; 
in the local newspapers reporting 
a will made by our late chancellor, 
Mgr. DeKegge.and affecting cer
tain property in Belgium. The 
statement is not only extravagant 
but absolutely incorrect Mgr.De 
Regge's father died some time 
ago and left certain property to 
be divided among- Ins sons and 
daughters. Since his death, by 
various dispositions made to char* 
ity and good works, the estate has 
been reduced so that it is known 
on reliable authority from Bel
gium that the residue will simply 
provide a comfortable living for 
the sole surviving sister. As the 
facts in the case are so differ
ent from the report, I trust that 
you will aSM spaee in your col-
urns for this correction. 

REV. THOMAS P. HICKEY. 

•*U * 
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C. R. B. A. 

Oounoil 23, held * very successful 
pedro party at their hall 402$ State 
street, on Wednesday evening. About 
125 people enjoyed the game until 
eleven o'clock when refreshments were 
served and prizes awarded. Danoing 
was then in order until twelvo o'clock 
when the party came to a close—all 
tired, but happy. 

NATIONAL THEATRE, 
"Running For Offioa" George A . 

Cohan's olever musical comedy suc
cess oome to the National Theatre 
next Monday, Tuesday and Wednea* 
day, with Tuesday and Wednesday 
matinees. Hhis is one of the largest 
and cleverest aggregations on the 
boards today. 

A merry comedy drama on new 
and original lines is "Tilly 01s»n"a 
Swedish dialect play, which will be 
given a t the National Theatre the last 
three days of next'week. The name 
part will be played by Miss Gertrude 
Swiggett: 

BAKER THEATRE. 

Next Monday, Tuesday and Wed
nesday, with Monday and Wednesday 
matinees, "Her Mad Marriage" will 
be presented at the Baker Theatre. 
I t ii said to be one of the few melo
dramas now on tbe road bust is en* 
tirely novel in scene, action and plot. 

"New York Day by Day"a melo* 
drama new to Booh aater, full of thrill
ing and sensational climaxes, will be 
the attraotion at the Baker Theatre 
next Thursday, Friday and Saturday. 
This will be no doubt one of the moat 
successful offerings of the season. 
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COOK OFBBA BOVSI. 
Henry Lee is scheduled to head* the 

vaudeville bill to be presented at the 
Cook Opera House next week. In his 
specialty be gives impersonations of 
well known personages Tbe rest of 
the bill will be made up as follows: 
Rice and Prevost, comedy acrobats; 
Emmet DeVoy and company, in a 
sketch; Quigley Brothers, comedians, 
presenting "A Congressman at Large'1 

Flo Adlcr, a singer; the Yamamoto 
Brothers, described as Japanese gym
nasts and jugglers and slack wire per
formers, and the kinetograh showing 
pictures of the subway in New York. 
This bill will be presented all next 
week, with daily matinees. 

Map of New York City Free. 

The New York Central has jus t 
ieBued a new Map of New York 
which will be found interesting and 
valuable. The map is accurately 
drawn, is not distorted in any manner 
and gives the city from the Battery 
to 138th 8treet,four miles to {he South 
and five miles to the North of Grand 
Central Station. I t takes in both 
sides of the Hudson River as well as 
the East River, and shows the Under
ground as welf'as the Surface and 
Elevated Railways. It also gives a 
list of 77 hotels, 78 cinbs and 40 
theatres with their locations. 

A copy will be sent to any a d 
dress on receipt of a two-cent stamp 
by George H . Daniels, General 
Passenger Agent, Grand Central 
Station, New York. 

Low.round trip homeseekers rates 
via the Nickel Plate Road to the 
West and Southwest. First and third 
Tuesday of each month until April 
18th. For mil information write B . 

Weekly Church Calendar. 

Sunday November 87—Gospel, St. Luke 
xxi, 35-88—St Maxlmns, bishop. 

Monday 18—St James of La JEarcha, 
confessor-

Tuesday 29—-St. Sflfcurninus,martyr, 
Wednesday 80—St. Andrew, apostle. 
Thursday December 1—Bl. Edward 

Campion & Comp. 
Friday 2—St. Bablana, virgin and 

martyr. 
Saturday 8—St. Francis Xavier, con

fessor. 

GENEVA. 
St. Frances de Sales Horary will be 

open Wednesday evening of this week 
Instead of Tuesday. 

Thursday morning at 8 o'clock at St. 
Francis de Sales chareh a mftss waa 
said for the sonls of the deceased mem-' 
bers of the O.B.& B. A., and on Friday 
morning at the same hour a mass was 
said for the deceased members of the 
L.O.B.A. 

A euchre party and social for the 
benefit of St. Stephen's new ehnrch, 
was held at the home of Mr. Edward 
O'Reilly of Washington St. The attend
ance was large. 

After vespers, Sund'ay afternoon, the 
members of ths sodality met at St. 
Stephen s parochial school on Pttltney 
street. 

Mr. Joseph McKenna of Phelps, hat 
been visiting her parents on Washing* 
ton street. 

Rev. James T. Bongherty of'Oanan-
daigua.has been the calling on Gfaneva 
friends during the week. 
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lished in North America was the Bos
ton News Letter. The first issue 
appeared on April 4, 1704, or 200 
years ago. 

While there is some dispute as to 
the firBt religious paper in the United 
3tates,it is generally, butignorantly, 
conceded to the Boston Recorder, a I E . Payne, General Agent, 291 M*ia 
Congregatoonahut paper.whieli appear-1 a (B«flal©, N . Y. 

Oar Agent 

Mr. A.Herman will call on subscribers 
In Seneca Falls, Waterloo, Geneva an4 
Canandaigna next week, 

Kindly have amount ready when he: 
calls as we cannot afford to carry sob! 
scsribers longer than a year. 

• I in 

A fine Picture of Pope P iusX 
16x20, given free t o fill subscribers 
paying e n e dollar m advance for 

is one piece of cheering newt'. 
Another is that the Langie yards are 
well tilled^ith the ' gilt edge" L brand 
of «p1j|4 which t»"popular because %< 
of its pu J ity an i remarkable heating 

Iprapertiea Central (ffice, Triangle „ r 
""•" 'phones 930 

M 
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West. Shore Excursion to New Yacflf 

chore Railroad offers another of thtfk 
excurjions to New York-aft^4 

r , * ** 0 0 r o n n d tttp.ticTrehwbjt ' 
J t o i l M r n it used within ten * ^ * " 

Vint New York and see the1 

display of holiday novelties 
big Poultry Show a t Herald 

i i -

St-adv 

day*. 
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