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»cr«tmiJiy, thinking I mm fast in Jail 
u d handcuffed. OJWICE *oy» i,ewoit. 

10 Cen t r a l Parte West . 
NeW York, Dec. 1, 1902. 

Poddy D e a r — I t Is a long; time since 
I left Par i s . Months a n d months . H a v e 
you forgot ten t h a t i t was you who 
promised t o wr i t e first'? O r has some 
chic Pa r i s i an demoiselle replae-ed m e 
in your affect ion? O h : Doddy. 

IK) me a favor, tben, a a d I'll for
give you. I t Is this. Being a boy—I 
mean a man—you, pe rhaps , have tak
e n lit t le t hough t of t h e difference i n 
price of New York a n d P a r i s glovea. 
In Paris, for example , you pay 'Vn-
t imes for gloves la .New York, dol
lars.' Ah' The dear little gaun t le t s 
I have many a time bought a t t h e 
I ' r in temps for one franc fifty. In 
o the r words, for thirty n i n e eenis . 
And the dear—i»ardun tlie i>uu, I M l 
into the halut in England, waere, a s 
yuu know, the) a r e t h e unly order of 
wit—jilo\ei- 1 buy he re la New \ o r k 
for two dollars, for three, four, t h e 
a n d six.' 

1 said "buy ," but as a matter of 
fact, up to t h e p re sen t period of time 
I have bought none. You a r e not to 
unders tand by t h i s t h a t 1 have gone 
absolutely gloveless. <>n the i-on-
t ra ry , before I left Par is I laid in a 
supply, t r ied them i l l on a n d smug-
glt-d tliem th rough . But glovea will 
wr-ar out a n d now. ala-v it behooves 
aie to consider a fresti Mipply. 

11 will t a k e al l my pocket money, 
I»oddy. unlt^.-. yuu r<>m«- to t h e re*< ue; 
so th;s is what I wjnt you t o do Do 
you remember a simp on t h e Avenue 
de 1 opera w h e r e you have gN'ves 
made to order—made to order, miud 
you for the niflnite-imal s u m nf f»ux 
francs per pair, or eighty cents in 
American m«>ney all told? 

Well, the model of m y l i t t le hand— 
it wa . yuu who calle<l It little—Is 
there Iinddy. dear, would i t be ask
ing too mm h of you to go to that shop 
and buy me a couple <if pairs of 
gloves tu Mart tin for the winter? 
W.-uid it? Then , . oubl you bundle 
them up in sums' idd Par.si an news
paper o r o the r a n d .send them to me 
by mall': 

J Mi l :ke a dear 
1 am gi-nerui's It is "tit1 <>f my 

fault* I i i f - v some ent erpr.." up 
>tman g i t - it you will find In. lo.-t'd 

But another thing might have bap 4«w Or** Employer FwumS Ml* Match) 
pened. Maybe you didnt get my l«t- ami t»e»ta Boy. 
ter. What if the ship went down! In a down town read estate ofllce 
They often do, dont they? Especial- t!'*> bo*s called up an offtee boy tibo 
ly in midwinter. And my two dollars was tirst in line of proniot'.on to a 
with It. And being American bank clerk's desk. 
notes they'll never come up again, -'Her*-, lobu." he said, -is $«io I 
and no diver can reach them. They waant i>«iu at once to Mr. Blank. Be 
are all soaked oat of shape by now,' su i v to br.ug the receipt with you." 
in all probability, or devoured t>y John took 'he ro!l of Mils handed 
sharks, those omnivorous mounters aim by bis employer and hurried 
that stop at nothing on the menu'away. He was obliged to travel to 
card in the way of eatables. Isn't lli*rlem. and in three hours he carae 

The glo\ «•*> M> tar as 1 
figure, will cost you one 

There will be a few re-

tha t my luck? Silly creature t o s e n d 
those bank notes ac ross the sea i n 
midwin te r ! 

If they had been gold, they mlgnt 
h a v e been recovered. Ever since I 
lived abroad and needed t h e fu l l 
wor th of my money , I have been i n 
f a \ o r of t h e sold s t anda rd . T h i s e x 
perience m a k e s me more t han e v e r 
in favor of it. toge ther wi th r e p l a c i n g 
bank notes by coins. 

If you don ' t hurry up and e a s e m y 
mind in r ega rd to those dol la rs a u d 
gloves, Doddy dear , they ' l l b e tfcte 
dea th of noe. I'll lose my mind nbout 
t hem yet. I really will. 

Please, therefore, in t h e Interest o f 
humanity, if for n o other r e a s o n , 
wr i te as soon as you receive thi>, a l 
levia te m y distre&s and oblige, your 
affe.-tiotiate Celeste. 

P. S—I didn't m e a n for you t o 
smoke up all the two dollars In clear 
e t tes . dear noddy , but if you h a \ e I 
hope you saw visions of me in -every 
wreath of the smoke. Yours, 

Celeste. 
• • • • • • 

New York. March 10, li*i3. 
Doddy I )earest —What has t>e«i>me 

of ; o u ? W h y don't you write? H a v e 
you quite forgotten me? H a v e yon 
forgotten our good-by t he re a t t h e 
(Jare St I_azarre? How we promised 
to wait fo r each o the r? How. when 
your ship came home, you said you 
would sail over the seas in it after 
me? 

I" 
t w o i lol l . l r* 
am aide to 
dollar sixty 
mainlng pennies for s t a m p s A1M>. 
'•ount.nt' the dift.-rence in t h e French 
and u n t i l , a n money — we invariably 
i 1. .ircil tl \t- ( en'* <>r -n on tilt* dollar. 
dd - . i we'- 1 think there will be 
Mio'igb . rut i inrs . . \er anil above 
l„ , i r . | for iho pur . ' las . tu: of two 
b . ' N « - - o f . <K.i r M t e t -

\V.:i \ o i i.ii\ thosr two bo-xea n< a 
t-niall pre-t-nt from u.e and t r y to KCP 
vt-mns of in*' in t be -moke < d them? 

Thw is a irreat f.-nur I a m .i-K.ng 
of \ou IMIMV not the -ee.ng of the 
vi.- ..(if but t h e loi.Mi.g of (he- glo . ea; 
but knowing ymi will g iant i t . I am, 
as ever, ymir most .ifTi-otmua ie 

( ' t - l e - t P 

p S—I h a v e forgot ten yt>ur ad 
dres- . -o I am sending this in i-are of 
your tirm. ' . \u - t in A. Kiwlinsnn. 49 
Hue de la I 'nix. h<ip ni; It w. 11 teach 
yo i Partli-ularly since It • ontalna, 
togt ther with mv best love, the two 
dollars for the gloves. Yours. 

( ' l i e n ' s . 
• • • • • • 

New York J a n H . 1!"'-'1 
n e a r noddy -1 h ; i \ e been waiting 
am! walt.nn for ih glo\e< 1 need 
them All my remnan t s of I 'ari8 fin
ery are in rag", bu t m y gloves a re 
long past mending. I can't . It goes 
against the grain of m y very ««.ul 
Still, unle-s you l a k e pi ty nn me anil 
send me those gloves, I'll have to. 
I'lease send them Won' t you? 

Perhaps I a m doing you a n Injus-
lii e and you have a l r eady sen t them 
If th i s Is the iase. dear Poddy, ac
cept my humhlext apologies Maybe 
they are on t h e road now. These ships 
and things a r e often delayed by 
Btorms Aren' t they? Kspeiially in 
mid-winter 

Then, what if they have arrived in 
New -York safely a n d those <"u«tom 
House officers have nabbed t h e m and 
given them to their wives? Aren't 
they greedy, those people? M y poor 
little Par is gloves! Wha t a lot of red 
tape the re is over such little thlng-s 
at gloves and soaps a n d perfumes! 
Ridiculous! I can't unders tand i t 
Really. I can't . T h e soaps, f o r in
stance. Some of these fine times 
when I haven ' t anything be t te r to d o 
I'm going to t a k e a little trip over to 
London and buy me up a few Ameri
can perfumed soaps. It will p a y me . 
They are so much cheaper over there. 

Oh! me. I ca l l it perversity of hu
man na tu re , th i s t h i n g of cus tomhouse 
duties. Don't you? Now, what 
earthly harm would i t h a v e b e e n t o 
pass my two pai rs of gloves t h r o u g h 
•without duty, even If t h e y did open 
the papers and find t h e m ? What harm 
would it have done? 

Bay Doddy, suppose th«y have 
opened the papers . Knowing m y ad
dress, do you th ink they would be no 
cruel as t o find me out a n d s u e me 
or lock m e up i n ja i l ? I t scares me. 
I t keeps m e awake of nights. 

Surely they c o u l d n ' t Oould they? 
Not fo r t h e sake of t w o l i t t le p a i r s of 
Paris gloves. 

Well, if the wors t comes t o the 
worst and a dozen big uniformed 
Cnstom House officials come strol l ing 
t ip s o m e fine day asking f o r me, they 
won't see me, I can tell you t h a t , if 
I get a 8i#ht of t h e m first. B u t If 
they should happen t o catch m e on 
the fly, I'll n e v e r tell t h e m I bough t 
them. I'll say they were a p r e s e n t 
from you. And you a r e t o far away , 
de i r , they can ' t ca tch you. Can 
they? 

Often I wish I bad nev-
those gloves, Doddy. 
w a k e in the night 

I have neve r told you, Doddy. but 
when the t ra in s t a r t ed and 1 left you 
s tanding t h e r e on t h e platform, with 
your eyes big and sad as sad itmld 
be when I had looked at your dear 
fa. e till I couldn't s e e it any longer 
for my tears, I walked up and down 
In t h e little compar tment and cried 
like a child. You would have been 
Rorry If you could have seen me. I 
cried so I couldn't see the shining 
Seiue, nor the tall, s l im poplars whirl
ing by, n o r the blue sk ies even, I 
. r.ed so 

<>h! The turn nf the wheels, bear
ing me farther and farther away 
from vnu' i»b' my bear '-1 r -.g-
stret. hed and s t r ep hed til) t hey al
most broke 

\nd when I saw the ble white -hip 
that w a s t e put the s e a between us 1 
thought my heart would break I i"d 
dy. I thought my hear t would bre.ik 

T h e n , you never wrote to me after
ward Not a little word Not a lit 
t ie Hue ' I waited a n d waited, till I 
couldn ' t wait any longer Even If 
you had broken ymir promise and for
got ten me. 1 iitul to write I hml '< 
write and ea se the p ' i n at my hear t 

ThN wj> how It happened that I In
vented tin- e \ . use of the gloves. 

Never mind the c lo v es . noddy. Only 
wr i ' e to me Wri te! Wr i te ! 

Your lov mg Celeste, 
• • • • • • 

V.i Hue de la Palx. 
Par is . March -*<>. 1!»01. 

T o Mademoiselle Celeste Kwlng: 
Dear Mademoiselle—We tinve taken 

t h e litxTty of opening your letter dat 
e d December 1. 1!«HI, in order to ob 
tain your add res s In it we found 
t h e -urn of two dollars, inserted for 
t h e pun-hase of two pairs of I 'arls 
gloves 

We have taken it upon ourse lves to 
buy t h e Rlovea, which we sincerely 
hope will reach you, folded away In an 
old P a r i s newspaper , a s per request. 

Trust ing tha t they will b e of the 
correct size and color, we b e g to sign 
ourse lves , very respectfully yours , 

Austin & Rawlln8on. 
p . S.—1'n.der s epa ra t e cover we re

t u r n a lso , t w o other letter*. The 
young man. Williams DodBworth. to 
whom they were addressed, died In 
t h e ea r l y a u t u m n of typhoid fever. 
S incere ly , A. & K. 

—Z. A. Norrls, in I l lus t ra ted Bi t s . 

bavlt looking very much upset. But 
h e tiaruled In t h e receipt all r lga t . 
a n t l went to his desk. The boss 
looked a t him curiusly several t imes 
dar ing t h e day. bu said n o t h i n g fur
t h e r to him until cioslng-up time. 
T u e n h e asked J o h n : 

•• Wli.it d d Mr. Blank say when you 
t o o k hUn that money this morning?" 

•Noth ing" was John ' s brief re
sponse. 

""Now. John." said t h e boss. " I want 
y o u to t e b me he t ru th I gave yon 
on 1 y $."..".. and you brought me l»ack a 
receipt for $<»0. Where did you get 
t h e other $•">? I wanted t o teach you 
a Season before promot ing you i n 
h a m u l u s cash. Never trust any man's 
word when he haud* you a roll of 
bi l ls . Coun t your money every time, 
my hoy.- I merely wa iced to teach 
y o u a le-sson in business " 

•"Yon m e a n old cuss*" shouted John. 
"I never suspected you of a trick 
l i k e that When Mr Blank counted 
o n l y $.*>r> 1 told him you said It was 
Jt>»» when you handed me t h e roll He 
loo hed t»t me kind of tpaeer and said. 
W h a t a r e you going to do about I t f 

•• li .du' right home 'o mother, ' I 
Bays an ' get the money" 

" I went home and told mother I'd 
lust one of the live-dollar bills, and 
she lent me five dollars out of d id ' s 
Insurance money,, which she'd been 
savin ' When I paid Mr Blank he 
s a y s Sonny . If ever you want t o 
ihange y o u r Job come to m e ' 

'• Am\ I ' m going to do It. Please pay 
me back that live dollars and wkat 'e 
coming t o me In wages. You a r e los
ing a good office boy and Mr. Blank 's 
Retting o n e That ' s where I'm glvln' 
you a lesson In business "—New York 
Times. 

HUMOR OF THE DAY. 
It was well known in statgrerlugljr 

high society that the oeaatifttl Lady 
Violet had nei.er been MsseO liftfora; 
and as, after a long, languorous em
brace, the athletic young Earl of 
Mountiirarut released his hold, she 
(wwd up in o his lovelorn eyes and 
ask-ed: 

"And do the poor indulge In this 
way, cherl?" 

••yuite frequency, little one," the 
young earl replied. 

"Well, well, well: And do they ex
perience the same sensations as wo 
do. dear?" 

"Absolutely." 
•Dear, dear, dear! Why. it's XircH 

tdb good f»r the working classes!"— 
SpoiUng Times, 

ITJSS ZWJRieCrB -
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"Tlttt ww wa«rt* tort*: 
"Sometime iftearwvrM 4«^v2 

Two l i t l e gir ls w e r e engaged In an 
animated discussion as to the mer i t s 
of their respective homes. 

-Wel l , auyway." said one li t t le 
maiden in a t r i u m p h a n t tone, "you 
may have more bedrooms fchsu 
we have, but we have more 
cream than you do. We have enough 
for our cereal every single morning ." 

- P o o h r sa id t h e o ther , " t h a t ' s 
nothing. W e own a Je r sey cow, and 
we get <i whole eowful of cream twice 
every day . "—Llpp l tno t t ' s . 

"Yes . doctor. Amos is pre t ty sick, 
and I don't think he can ever get 
well. But he ' s uot at all reconciled. 
He doesn't want t o die. But then, 
Amos always was a very conservat ive 
man."—Life. 

1'atlent—I am afra id I haven ' t 
money enough to t a k e th is t r ea tment , 
doctor, 

Doctor istiftlyi —Very well, sir. But 
If you get well without it, don't blame 
me.—Life. 

"£5he loved 
w»r" h " 

Now, who would want a be t te r obi
tuary notice than t h e following, which 
a correspondent s ends us from old 
Meriwether: 

H e had no regre t s 
When he left for the sky; 

H e paid all his d e b t s 
'Pure he hollered. "Good by!" 

—Atlanta Const i tut ion. 

"Tell me what you eat ," says Bril-
lat Savarin, "and i will tell you what 
you are." 

Tha t ' s easy. Anybody who can tell 
what he eats these days Is a clalr-
v o y a n t . - I ' e t r o i t I ' r ee Press. 

Spellbinder—Yes. my friends, eter
nal vigilance is the price of l iberty! 
He on y u r guard; a word to the wise 
In suttVient. 

Voice from the audience : " T h e n 
you must take us for g»l darn fools! 
You have been ta lk ing for an hour 
and a half " — K a n s a s City Journa l . 

" A n d y o u loved her for all she was 
worti i ."—Illustrated Bits. 

Gen. Sherman's Friend. 
I ' jxm a certain oc< asion Gen. Kber-

man was t h e guest of honor at a ban
quet, af ter which a reception was 
held. Among the line of people who 
filed In . ind out to shake hands with 
the great war hero Oen. Sherman 
pcrcedved a face that was very fami
liar, but which he could no t place. 

" W h o a r e you?" he a sked in M 
apologetic aside, as he welcomed the 
gues t heartily. 

T h e man blushed and murmured be
hind a deprecatory hand : 

"M side y o u r shir ts , s ir ." 
' A i i . of course," exclaimed the gen

eral loudly, tu rn ing to the receiving 
committee behind bim. "Gentlemen, 
allow me t o present Major Sehurtz."— 
Llppineot t ' s . 

"Our new rook s e e m s very well 
contented out here in the count ry?" 

" S h e has lived in the country be
fore." 

"How do you know?" 
" B y the bur r s on h e r tongue."—Chfc 

cago He<-ord Hernld. 

Husband dosing air patlence>—O, 
why are you forever bother ing me for 
money In this way? 

Wife (coolly*-— I suppose It 's be
cause I can't think of a bet ter way.— 
Philadelphia PresB. 

W* attH cull Dec * flfl* thq«|h few 
years K» forty-odd «ntf ga& ti*i &esn: 
sewia* for us for fcweoey. I» tkU 
way she has become ttuocltted with 
everV important event in owr family 
history, as' well «a in oar everyday 
lite. She never made oar very beat 
dresses. Those were riven out, m 
bid to be treated with apeeW *«*«** 
euce, and w© ntmx really «»j»?e<| tlMi 
use of them until they haft been rn»de 
over by Miss Wraggrs nimble anger*. 
She loved to use op old materials, or 
to make down my sister's (Uscawjed 
garments for me, mine for the next in 
order. Everything might fee *t aixoa 
and sevens, peace descended w&ea 
Miss Wrajsg arrived. We jnst bad to 
sit down and quietly sew? with bar 
during the precious week or two she 
had saved for us and let outside WOF> 
rles go their way. If the cook had 
been on tite verge of leaving, "we 
knew it was Mlsa Wragg who had 
talked her round when she had occa
sion to go into the fcitchen to do a 
bit of ironing, telling her how hard 
good places were to obtain and how 
there was something to object to Jn 
every one of thorn. If our father lost 
his absentmiuded look at meals and 
actually seemed to have forgotten hjs 
business troubles for halt an hour, we 
know it was because he was Interest' 
ed in Miss Wragg's local gossip, 
though he would not have owned it 
for the world. Indeed, we all looked 
forward to her coming for that very 
reason. Living out of the way^as we 
did, she gave us news of the whole 
counitryslde that could not otherwise 
have reached ua. She kaew every
body's affairs—how could sbe help It? 
Sitting together day after day in the 
close Intimacy engendered by a eon* 
moQ desire to make the clothing be
fitting a two thousand *year income 
look like a ten-thousand one, we our
selves told her far more of our private 
affaire than we did to eltiier doctor 
or minister, and what we did not tell 
her she caw for herself. Yet we 
knew that we were entirely safe In 

-her hands, judging by what she told 
us, or rather by what she did not 
tell of what went on in other houses. 
We never heard her say an ill-natured 
word of anybody, which was the more 
surprising as we learned for a fact) 
that many of her customers would 
pay her the vory Inst on their list of 
creditors. Tho fashionable dressmak
er could not be put off aa Miss Wragg 
oould. If ever we asked the truth of 
some acandaloua rumor abo would ex
plain it away with the essence of 
Christian charity', and once when we 
were sure that a damaging tale must 
be true and sho could not disprove It, 
she quoted Burns at us: 
"Who made tho heart, 'tit Ho alone 

Decidedly can try UB, 
Ue knows each chord—its variooi 

tone, • 
Bach spring—its various bias; 

Then at the balance let's bo mute, 
* We never can adjust It; 

What's done we partly may comput*, 
But know not what's resisted." 

poor imt at ftrat" 

* ̂ "4;i.^l|#li 
oft »lbr# **$*f SpSc, 
P3T d i S ^ * , - '•''"'A-':.'' 

f iwiw wer* «ii»j 

ItfHfcp,: 

To Regulate U»e of Horse*. 
Although at some quarters It was 

not taken seriously, the new law pro
posed some time ago by the Motor 
World to regulate the use of horses 
on the highways, license their own
er! and make them prove their com
petency and the docility of the ani
mal before being permitted to go upon 
the public roads, is proving to have 
acted as some leaven In the lump of 
prejudice against automobiles and 
their users. More than enftjBiinking 
person has come to see tbjuVfihe prop
osition wa« not merely a joke, and 
there is a growing appreciation of the 
fact that It is the horse and not the 
automobile that is the offender in 
highway disturbances.—Motor World. 

Presidential Sarcasm. 
"Ajre t h e r e any object ions to the 

minutes, a s r ead?" asked Mrs. U. 
May Lcedus, pres ident of t h e Out-
BomefaurBt Woman ' s Club. 

T h ^ r e w e r e no objections. 
Not>ody bad heard t h e read ing of 

the m i n u t e s . 
For everybody was talking. 
"Silence gives consent ," said the 

pres ident , loudly. " T h e minutes will 
s t and approved."—Chicago Tr ibune . 

Queer Missouri N a m e s . 
T h e monencla ture of Missouri 

t o w n s a n d s t r e a m s a n d local i t ies 
would ind ica te from the i r spelling a 
v e r y cosmopolitan populat ion, b u t 
t h e i r pronuncia t ion discloses a homo
genei ty of people using one l anguage , 
a n d t h a t very much "United S ta te s . " 
T h e s e a r e ins tances : Milan (Meye-
lan) . New Madrid (New Maddrid), S t . 
F ranco i s (Saint Francis ) , Bols Brule 
(Bab Rooly), Co te Sans Desse in (Coat 
Sanderson) .—Kansas City Star. 

Saved. 
"Suvperstlttition Is a great thing," 

•aid t i e returned explorer, 
"Speaklngr from experience?" asked 

the close friend. 
"Yes, sir. Why, on the last voyage 

•when we were just about to famish 
ervery man discovered a rabbit's foot 
fzi his pocket and we had rabbit-foot 
soup."* 

Desperate Case. 
Mr. Tpnajuewed (excitedly)—Go up 

t o my house as quick as you can, doc
tor. My wife has tumbled down 
stairs. 

Doctor—Was It much of a fall? 
Mr. Tonguewed—Much of a fall! 

Why, xnan, she wag knocked speech-
loss!—Jfew "World. 

Hon Dieu! 
«r sent for 
Sometimes I 

London's Lost. 
Scotland Yard authorities report 

that 34,000 people were lost in I/On-
*on last year, and much the same 
number in the preceding year.—Ex
change. 

Taking No Ohanaes. 
It was at the wedding of Mr. and 

Mrs. F*iteiimmons. The photograph-
ex had just taken a flashlike picture, 
and the room was full of smoke. 

"Let's go ahead, anyway," coughed 
Fltz from somewhere in the gloom. 

Indeed, no!" said the bride, em-
pxtaticaliy; "I want to see who I'm 
marrying!'—San Francisco Bulletin. 

For the Future. 
The Siasseichusetts Fish Commls-

sion hats planted 80,000 lobsters. Race 
suJcid© is evidently a long way off.— 
Buffalo Courier, 

"You bet this Is the last time I'm 
gnnna visit Aunt Mary, not even If she 
invites me."—Chicago Daily Tribune. 

Pointed Paragraphs. 

He laughs best who Bees the point 
of the Joke first 

Wisdom is the name some men ap
ply to their self-conceit. 

It often happens that the silent 
partner has the most to say. 

As men grow wealthy they begin to 
inquire into their ancestry. 

Pride often lifts a man up by tho 
handle attached to his name. 

Any man is unreasonable who ex
pects a woman to be reasonable.—Chi
cago News. 

Tardy Justice. 
Cpgnardson—I know It's the custom 

to speak of Uncle Russell Sage as a 
man of parsimonious habits, because 
he Isn't what would be called a good 
liver— 

Atom—But he Is. Hasn't he lived 
to be eighty-seven?—Chicago Tri
bune. 

Ahead of Mother. 
"My wife excels my mother in one 

culinary particular at least" 
"What's that?" 
"She makes five kinds of fudge."— 

Cleveland Plain Dealer. 

The less you want to know people 
the more people want to know you. 

r - t :'\ 
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It was when she was assisting at 
my elder sister's trousseau that the 
subject turned uuturally upon wed
dings, and I gently insinuated that I 
supposed every woman had a chance | 
to marry some time or other. 

"Yes." replied* Mias WrngK, and as 
her mouth was full of pins I excused 
her from further speech at tho time, 
but pursued the subject when we were 
alone in a wily way that I knew 
would fetch her. 

"I'm awfully afraid I'm going to tfe 
an old maid. Miss Wragg." 

"You might do worse." • 
"You are not sorry you have never 

married?" 
"Not a bit. The man I was engaged 

to turned out far too good for me." 
"Who was be? Anybody I know?** 
"You know him well enough." 
"Oh, do tell me, Mlsa Wragg, I am 

Just dying oi isurioslty." 
"You will never breathe a word of 

it 7" 
"Never where It will be known who 

you are." 
•Then I feel like telling you. It la 

many a long year alnce I spoke of It 
to a soul, but my experience may 
help you to bear your own lot batter, 
whatever It may turn out to be. I was 
engaged to George when I was nevett-
teen and be was twenty-one. He was 
a blacksmith by trade and I 
was a dressmaker's apprentice, 
so that, if anything, my position wait 
better than his and he was always 
proud of my dainty ladlike hands." 

"They are pretty yet" 
"My work has not been the kind 

to roughen them. I had much ad
miration for bis brawny muscle*. Ye«; 
George and I were very fond of one 
another. He was a fine young man, 
fine-looking, too, with a big, sonorous 
voice that filled the chapel when he 
•poke in meeting." 

"Be was a lay preacher?" 
"Not at first, but he had a natural 

gift for speaking, and a rich man who 
heard him by chance at camp meeting 
offered to send him to college. 

" *l cannot go, Katy,' he said to 
me. 'I have no mosey.' 

" 'But your schooling Is to be paid.* 
" 'That Is only part of it. There's 

mother and Bessie. Who'll work for 
them when I'm gonef 

" 'I will.' I meant it and kept my 
word, thought at first George was 
loath to receive anything from me 

" "Whatever is yowi If mine/ I told 
him, 'and whatever Is mine is yours 
I'll be proud to be the wife of a scho
lar and all the prouder If I have help
ed ever BO little to make him one 

"He yielded at lwt» saying he would 
pay all back to ma once he was 
through college." 

"And did be?" 
"That i* neither km*m^Kfc*» Ho 

AflKo ftesEt'jeii'^g^^A^hasee: 
g^ abroad as n pirn .of Mpt and *s»u 
.taJunr- m i .jrim«r|M& f # t °* fcour*»>< 
olberwlse,' tihowgS' i- ffo&'fceen, iojjf«thg 
ftsrwartl to W» „sa»m#.4nhi^0n»ittr 
as a condemned c^mlna't would to- Hw ' 
freedom. Uln tetteff-rlNste' *< ****l> ' 
treatj I have them; «!$*•;. $b«y mak* , 
tee fell as if I* fcoo> h»$ 4»e» $ -$%>,, 
ropa. By the. m#k W0m t ^a* bJj* -
gianlng to he ashaaiej*-of Jtny ©*H <£| 
poor letter* to hlintthe^ w«t« *o 4tp. 
Cerent from hl» # » * Wi It IWM on. 
tm I wrote ie»* mi Xm*- He'at&tdeil 
W* at tmt, but by* and byo 1 mik 
sure he did not caro*'* ' -*v >• 

"You should have tried to Ua>rott 
your own e4ucattaa>'* -*• 

."What time had I? All day I work* 
ed for Miss Silk, often, till late at 
night, too, and then t took in extra 
sewing to help along." 1 

"4 bad forgotten you had his p«o> 
plo on your hands." 

"They never knew that the help djft 
not come from George. I med to 
take along so much money to fail 
mother every week and tell her aowi 
of him at the same time, so that she 
thought I was still hearing from hltn 
long after he bad stopped wrUlnjEt' 

"He did stop?" 
i%Ym after I did. I toto him It K M 

no uw. that I waa not at to be his 
wife »n«r that I would not spoil hit 
career t>y marryifcg bim. After his 
mother died and hla sister marrfsd 
and moved away I aaw andl heard-
nothing o i him for two or threo yoarv 
until one day he appeared! in our pvl* 
pit. How proud I was of him jtheatt 
It bad taken seven years to turn th* 
blackamlth into the clergyman, hut 
the change was worth the trouble. A : 

nobler looking man I had never «een, 
and when I watched him in the white 
surplice, reading the lessons and 
preaching the eermon I was glad that 
I trad helped in ever so small a way 
to put him there." 

"Did he not come to see you?" 
"Of course he did, and he argued, 

for fully an hour that I should stick 
to my original promise and marry 
him, but 1 was Arm." 

•"It will make all tho dUffewncd 1»'-. 
th© world to you now,' I gUd/.'jost wJJO•.; 
your wife is. It shall never he wad, 
that I pulled you down.'" ..":=. 

"He appealed to my old affection 
for him and said ho could not get 
along without It, but I laughed a t 
that for I should haw booh sorry *«.-
deed to let him see that ray nftectlonr 
was stronger than ever.'* , , 

"So yon parted l Two aearta war* 
broken for your foolish pride." 

"Not two—oh, no! Wheh lio caraa 
baok hera »i rector o f St, Jude'e ha 
had a fine stylish wife with Mm who 
is able to hold her own with *H th* 
ladles of the congregation*" 

"The rector of St. Judo'al" I am 
afraid I whistled. "You don't meaa 
to tell me that he was ever a, black* 
smith." 

"And engaged to you?" 
"He was." 
"Well! He lost the chance of hi* 

life when be dropped you," 
"He didn't drop me. I let him go," 
"Oh, yon silly dear old' thing! Don't 

you see you would have tieen the very 
wife for him?- You're such a worker 
and have so much tact" 

"I didn*t think so at the time, and 
I certainly hoped his wife would havav 
proved more generally popular in th* 
congregation than she appear* to be." 

"She's an arrant ano>, that'* what 
she is, and she infected him with hoi" 
ideas till he cares only for the good 
will of bla wealthier parishioners," , 

"I have heard something; of th* 
kind, but have always atood up fojf 
him and for her in every house whef# , 
I sew." 

"That accounts for people putting 
up with him so long as they har« 
done. I know it does. Why, several 
times they have been on th* w ** 
asking him to go.',' 

"You flatter me too ratteh. I bav# 
very little influence." 

But I knew she had a very great 
deal, I doubted sincerely ft tha rec
tor's flowing sermons, hit sonorowf 
voice intoning the service, his hand
some person at tho dinner tables of 
the rich, hla tare pateoinsfijif Visits t* 
the poor, had one-half of the moral 
weight possessed by this tfttfe,pl|f|* 
old mtid who went fro»> bouae to 
houae h e a r i n g i F ^ ^ w p i ! ^ **f 
teaching uslifta Of a yaurigaf f stow*-
tion thlt married Ufa ft*$;.!&*» # $ r 
sphere wherein on* can mt« **Yf 

>tjn4.~a. n, m„tn m#Bftvm& t 
) ' I • • ' - '" • '• •"•'•••'•' >•- 1 ' „ « . ' • ' ' 

A Mixed Hani i i : & < Vl 
Drill waa goto* m *!&•'.#! »**<# 

playground, hut tha - fMferate* ' $ » 
some difficulty in convincing the lad* 
that their right hands W#jfe*etr*n|c-
essarily their left, mt*f%gBmrf& 
in lined lo bel'eve One lad was par-
tic ularlv obdurate and the instructor 
spent tome considerable time with 
bim htlJing out first one hand and 
tbtn the ther A Inst the dhncult 
lesson seemed to have been learaei. 

Now said the inatraotor "held 
out yonr hands in front sad tarn 
them quickly Thafs right. Now, 
which Is your right hand?" 

Th* lad looked hopelessly at W* 
•rinrv nawff for a moment ,. 

I dunno sir he said at last 'I'M 
k*tB and nixed ' « • up agaiat' * 
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